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Project Summary

The U.S. National Arboretum of the Department of Agriculture has submitted a Core Framework Master Plan concept plan for the Commission’s
comment. The Commission reviewed the most recent National Arboretum Master Plan in 2000, followed by a master plan modification in 2007 to
reflect development of a Chinese Garden complex; an Anacostia waterfront access path; and decorative security entrances to the Arboretum from
the Anacostia River. The Commission reviewed a concept for new perimeter fencing and gates in May 2019 but have not reviewed preliminary or
final applications for the project. The arboretum has been operating under a strategic plan from 2013-2017 that identified the core values as
discovery, connections, sustainability, service, and access. The strategic plan goals included:

1. Ensure the National Relevance of US National Arboretum Research to the Agricultural Research Service, other Scientific Institutions, Stakeholders
and the Public

2. Increase the Public & Stakeholder’s Awareness of and Engagement with the U.S. National Arboretum and its Programs.

3. Enhance the Visitor’s Experience of the U.S. National Arboretum

4. Ensure the Long-term Sustainability for the U.S. National Arboretum

MP57

Lee Webb
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Approval of Comments on Concept Master Plan

40 U.S.C. § 8722(a) and (b)(1)
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Project Summary

The updated Master Plan vision statement is : The United States National Arboretum will reposition and redevelop its Core landscape to give greater
expression to its mission — connecting people to plants in one of the Capital’s greatest open space — according to a vision that capitalizes on the
cultural and ecological heritage of its 446-acre property, and sets forth practical and attainable.

The 2020 Master Plan Update includes the following recommendations:

Identify:

1. USNA should express it identity through a combination of its scientific mission and the unique ecological and cultural heritage of its landscape.

Arrival, Circulation, and Parking:

2. Construct a distinct new main entrance at Bladensburg Road, and close to the public vehicular access at the other entrances. The new entrance
drive shall provide an overview of the varied natural systems of the site, show clear views of destinations within the arboretum, and terminate with a
sense of arrival at the Administration Building and USNA Campus.

3. Simplify the site-wide vehicular circulation to create a series of hierarchical one-way loops for visitors to tour the grounds. Repurpose excess drives
into pedestrian paths with limited service access.

4. Extend a network of pedestrian circulation across the site to connect the Core and the eastern collections and to provide access to the riparian
areas. Establish a clear hierarchy within the pedestrian circulation across the site.

5. Reduce the Arboretum’s impervious footprint by renovating the New York Ave and M Street Gate lots into stabilized meadow parking.

6. Construct small satellite parking areas and parallel parking along the loop drives to handle the varying demands of Arboretum attendance and at
the appropriate locations within the site.
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Project Summary

Horticultural Operations:

7. Augment the sense of expansiveness within the Arboretum; New plantings should reflect this vastness and keep in scale with the larger natural
systems of the site.

8. Renovate the greenhouse complex to extend public education opportunities.

Core Framework:

9. Reinforce the campus at the Core using the modernist language of the existing administration building and extending it to the adjacent
greenhouses. The campus shall serve as the gateway to the larger site and the interface between the visitor and the Arboretum’s scientific research.

10. Centralize and relocate the office of Friends of the National Arboretum within the Core Campus, and utilize their fundraising capacity for visitor
services such as docents and programming.

11. Extend the campus order to the south to create a promenade, flanked by perennial displays, that provides a flexible space for events and service
access to the adjacent collections.

12. Construct an event pavilion on the east side of the new promenade to serve as an on-site source of revenue.

U.S. Commission of Fine Arts reviewed and approved the Master Plan Concept at its July 16, 2020 meeting.
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Location within the Capital
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U.S. National Arboretum Master Plan Update and Framework
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Project Statement
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Project Statement: Vision
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Project Statement: Plan 3 (2013-2017)
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Project Statement: Mandate
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Previously Approved Master Plan, 2007
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2007 Illustrative Plan
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Previously Approved Master Plan 2007, Recommendations
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Previously Approved Master Plan 2007, Recommendations
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Previously Approved Master Plan 2007: Modifications
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Master Plan Update, 2020
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Illustrative Plan
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Recommendations
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Existing Site Diagram
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Proposed Plan
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Identity
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Identity
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking



National Capital Planning Commission32 File: MP57

Master Plan Update, 2020: Arrival, Circulation, and Parking
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Core Framework
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Core Framework
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Core Framework
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Master Plan Update, 2020: Core Framework
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Existing Arboretum Site, 2020
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Proposed Arboretum Site, 2020



National Capital Planning Commission39 File: MP57

Appendix
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1863
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1863
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1933
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1933
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1937
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1951
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1951
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1988
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 1988
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Appendix: Summary of Site Development, 2017
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Appendix: Landscape Character 2017
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Appendix: Existing Conditions Analysis
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Surrounding Context Fabric
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Appendix: Existing Conditions Analysis Landform



National Capital Planning Commission55 File: MP57

Appendix: Existing Conditions Analysis Landform Character
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Appendix: 2017 Pedestrian and Vehicular Circulation
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Appendix: 2017 Pedestrian Circulation
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Appendix: 2017 Pedestrian Circulation Assessment
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Appendix: 2017 Collections
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Appendix: 2017 Collections Assessment
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Appendix: 2017 Existing Parking and Impervious Paving
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Appendix: 2017 Landscape Character



National Capital Planning Commission63 File: MP57

Appendix: 2017 Landscape Character Assessment
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Appendix: 2017 Circulation Assessment
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Appendix: Synergies USNA and ARS Mission
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Appendix: Synergies USNA and FONA
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Appendix: Existing Site Conditions
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Built Resources Survey, Proposed Site Conditions



National Capital Planning Commission69 File: MP57

Experience: Arboretum Core, Precedents: Teaching Greenhouses
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Experience: Arboretum Core, Precedents: Teaching Greenhouses
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Experience: Arboretum Core, Existing Administrative Character
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Experience: Arboretum Core, Precedent of Ordered Dense Core: Miller House
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Experience: Arboretum Core, Precedent of Promenade: Miller House
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Experience: Arboretum Core, Precedent of Promenade Garden: Kew Garden
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Arboretum Core: Precedent of Promenade Pavilion: Rice University
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Experience: Precedent: Parallel Shoulder Parking
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Experience: Character, Precedent of Tree Lined Drives: World’s End, MA
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