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Project Summary

The Department of Defense, Department of the Army, has submitted preliminary site and building plans for the renovation of Building 60 at Fort 
McNair in Washington, DC. This project will renovate and repurpose the Officer’s Club, Building 60, on the United States Army post, Fort McNair in 
Washington, DC. The renovation will transition the historic building from an event space to a state of the art training facility for the Inter American 
Defense College (IADC). The scope of this project is to create a General Instruction Building and Supporting Facilities for the Army to meet their 
facilitative needs and the need for a design with a 50-year life expectancy. The intent of this project is to refresh and modernize the building by giving 
it all new interior finishes, improve the interior office spaces and create a conducive learning and working environment for both soldiers and civilians. 
This overhaul will include new mechanical systems, new fire alarm systems, and new electrical systems as well as new architectural finishes and 
building envelope upgrades. The new interior system will feature new classrooms, offices, and multifunctional conferencing and meetings spaces.

Building 60 was designed by McKim, Mead & White and completed in 1905. It originally functioned as an Officers’ Mess for the Army War College 
and Engineers School and later served as an Officers’ Club.
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Project Summary
The primary exterior improvements include:

‐ The non-historic aluminum and glass front door will be replaced with a new door designed to replicate the original, if adequate documentation 
exists, or be a period appropriate design. The existing historic door surround will remain in place.

‐ The existing fire stair (non-historic) along the north façade of the building will be demolished and a new steel fire stair will be built in its place. It will 
be a metal pan stair with steel stringers to match the existing and will utilize an existing opening. A first-floor window beneath the stair will be 
retained and repaired, but will be infilled on the interior with a fire rated partition to meet safety requirements.

‐ The one-story shed addition (non-historic) west of the first-floor entrance on north façade will be demolished and a new structure of similar 
dimensions built in its place. It will be clad with fiber cement siding. The design will comply with the standards set forth in the JBM-HH Design and 
Treatment Guidelines (March 2017).

‐ The existing ramp and canopy attached to north façade will be removed, and a new ADA-compliant ramp with an aluminum handrail will be 
constructed in its place. The new ramp will comply with JBM-HH design standards.

‐ The historic slate roof will be retained. Current plans call for the replacement of up to 25% of the total roof tiles and 15% of the total roof 
sheathing. The existing slate will be salvaged and reused whenever possible, and new tiles will match the existing. A roof assessment will confirm the 
repair recommendations and will also confirm the proposed treatment of the sheet metal flashing.

Proposed landscape changes include:

- Restore the lawn from the sidewalk to the building face and remove all the existing non-historic plant material on site, except for the elm tree in the 
southeast lawn panel. This approach is modeled on the character of the original landscape and will address security concerns by restoring clear site 
lines to and from the building.

‐ Existing original concrete stairs and walks will be patched and repaired.
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map
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Project Overview and Location
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Historic Images
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Existing Exterior and Details
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Existing Exterior and Details
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Interior Details
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Project Elevations – South/West
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Project Elevations – North/East
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Replacement Shed



National Capital Planning Commission13 File: 8252

Existing Landscaping
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Proposed Landscape
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