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Project Summary:

Applicant Request:

NCPC Review Authority:

Commission Meeting Date:

Project Summary

The U.S. Department of Agriculture - National Arboretum (USDA-NA) has submitted concept plans for a full renovation/rebuild of 
the Bonsai & Penjing Museum (Museum) at the U.S. National Arboretum (USNA) in Washington, DC. The proposed project is 
included in the draft Master Plan that is being reviewed concurrently with this application. The project will retain existing
exhibition programs and expand gallery space for new collections; provide new classroom, service, and administrative spaces; and
consolidate and screen service/operations activities from public view. The renovation is intended to improve the USNA’s ability to 
use the space for events; bring clarity to the daily visitor experience including entrance, circulation and wayfinding; and provide 
universal accessibility throughout the Museum complex. 
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Location Map
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Site Location within Arboretum

Existing Site Aerial
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Existing Museum Site Plan
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Project Goals
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Proposed Museum Site Plan
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Museum Program
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Principles for Organization
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Principles for Organization
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Principles for Organization
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Principles for Organization
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Principles for Organization
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Principles for Organization
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Museum Site Vegetation
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Museum Site Vegetation
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Museum Site Vegetation
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Museum Site Vegetation
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Museum Site Aerial Perspective
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Museum Site Courtyard Perspective
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Proposed Garden Exhibitions
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Proposed Garden Exhibition System 
Components + Organization
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Proposed Garden Expositions - Materiality
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Proposed Chinese Exhibition

Plan Key
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Proposed North American Exhibition

Plan Key



National Capital Planning Commission28 File: 8251

Proposed International Exhibition & Stone Gallery
(Conditioned Structure)

Plan Key
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Proposed Administration, Classroom & Service 
Building (Conditioned Structure)

First Floor Plan (at-grade w/gardens) Basement Floor Plan (walkout to rear)

Plan Key
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Chinese and N. American Exhibitions Axonometric
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International Exhibition & Stone Gallery & Administration, 
Classroom, & Service Building Axonometric
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Museum Complex – Physical Model
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