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Project Summary

The District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation has submitted an application for final site and building plans for the modernization of
the grounds of Stead Park and a significant addition to the Stead Park Recreation Center building. Sensitive to the layered history of Stead Park and
the importance of the park’s open space in the dense Dupont Circle Historic district, the design emphasizes the open qualities of the park, visibility to
the historic structure, while providing accessible, integrated spaces for exercise, play, interaction, and belonging for all neighbors and visitors. As the
first net-zero community center in Washington, DC, this facility highlights the District’s commitment to sustainable practices, serving as a visible,
educational tool for residents and visitors. The Commission provided comments on the concept design as a delegated item in September 2020.

The Commission approved the preliminary site and building plans as a delegated item for its September 2020 meeting. Since then the applicant has
finalized the materials and color palette for the project, and has refined the design approach for the historic carriage house, as well as how the roof
solar panels on the new addition connects with the historic carriage house as well. Landscaping issues and the location of such items as the sensory
garden, playgrounds, and exercise areas have also been finalized. Park entrance and accessibility issues have also been resolved to address agency
comments.
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Project Summary

Stead Park is a ~1.5 acre DPR run public park located between located off of P Street NW between 16th and 17th Streets NW in
Washington DC. For outdoor recreation Stead Park contains an artificial turf playing field, running track, large and small kids
playgrounds, a splash pad, and outdoor basketball court. There is only one building on the site, the current Recreation Center is a
former stable building listed as a contributing structure to the Dupont Circle Historic District that was modernized when Stead Park
first opened in the 1950’s. Prior to it’s life as a public park, during the late nineteenth century the site contained frame row houses
and the residence of Henry Hurt, a respected local railroad president and investor. Hurt built the existing community center
building on the alley side of his property as a stable in 1888 and expanded it in 1895.
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map
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Stead Park and Community Center Revitalization
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Executive Summary
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Project Overview and Updates to Previous Submissions
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Commission of Fine Arts Reviews
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Outreach and Public Engagement
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Environmental and Historical Considerations



National Capital Planning Commission11 File: 8209

Vicinity Map
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Existing Project Site Photographs
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Existing Project Site Photographs
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Existing Photograph of Community Center
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Site Elevation
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Historic Site Development



National Capital Planning Commission17 File: 8209

Establishment of Stead Park
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Recent History of Stead Park
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Existing Conditions
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Design Influences
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Design Influences
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1950s Renovation
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1990s Renovation
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Updates
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Approved Concept and Final Designs
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Approved Concept Design
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Final Design
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Approved Concept Design
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Final Design
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Final Design



National Capital Planning Commission31 File: 8209

Lower Level
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Park Level
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Mezzanine Level
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Site Section
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design



National Capital Planning Commission38 File: 8209

Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Final Design
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Materials at Concept Design
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Final Design Materials Palette
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Details of Solar Panel Connection with Historic Building
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Design Details 
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Design Details
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Design Evolution for Facade
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Final Design
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Hyphen Connector Design Evolutions
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Hyphen Details
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Hyphen Final Design
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Site Landscape Plan
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Landscape Grading Plan
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Site Plan and Landscape Details
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Landscape and Site Plan Details
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Site Plan with Sensory Garden
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Site Plan with Playground
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Site Plan with Playground
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Site Plan with Splash Pad
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Site Plan with Adult Exercise Area
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Landscape Details
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Landscape Details
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Roof Plan
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Final Design Perspectives
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