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Project Summary

Commission Meeting Date: September 3, 2020

NCPC Review Authority: 40 U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1) and (e)
Applicant Request: Approval of Comments on Concept Plans
Session: Executive Director

NCPC Review Officer: Lee Webb

) NCPC File Number: 8209
Project Summary:

The District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation has submitted an application for a concept review for the modernization of the grounds
of Stead Park and a significant addition to the Stead Park Recreation Center building. Sensitive to the layered history of Stead Park and the
importance of the park’s open space in the dense Dupont Circle Historic district, the design emphasizes the open qualities of the park, visibility to the
historic structure, while providing accessible, integrated spaces for exercise, play, interaction, and belonging for all neighbors and visitors. As the first
net-zero community center in Washington, DC, this facility highlights the District’s commitment to sustainable practices, serving as a visible,
educational tool for residents and visitors.

Stead Park is a ~1.5 acre DPR run public park located between located off of P Street NW between 16th and 17th Streets NW in Washington DC. For
outdoor recreation Stead Park contains an artificial turf playing field, running track, large and small kids playgrounds, a splash pad, and outdoor
basketball court. There is only one building on the site, the current Recreation Center is a former stable building listed as a contributing structure to
the Dupont Circle Historic District that was modernized when Stead Park first opened in the 1950’s. Prior to it’s life as a public park, during the late
nineteenth century the site contained frame row houses and the residence of Henry Hurt, a respected local railroad president and investor. Hurt built
the existing community center building on the alley side of his property as a stable in 1888 and expanded it in 1895.
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Project Summary

The federal government purchased the property from Hurt’s heirs in 1948, and under the terms of a trust established by Washington architect
Robert Stead, developed it into a playground within the District’s recreation system.

During the postwar years, the playground served as a central civic, recreational, and cultural space for the largely African American Dupont Circle
neighborhood. Renovations in 1992, 2008, and 2014 transformed the layout and configuration of its playground and athletic fields, and constructed
an addition on to the north side of the historic structure.

The new facility features the existing historic carriage house as the primary building entry, welcoming visitors to engage the new community through
direct access to the historic structure. The building’s primarily consists of a variety of multipurpose spaces serving a diversity of ages, abilities,
programming, fitness, and education levels, including a large community gathering, flexible spaces for group classes, arts, education, and fitness
activities, and a demonstration kitchen.

Additionally, spaces for multi-age groups, such as young children, teens, and seniors connect and expand the possibilities for the how community
members can utilize their public space. All these spaces surround two courtyards that allow for both indoor and outdoor uses, as well as a large solar
canopy that provides energy as well as shade, a sensory garden, updated play equipment, and large outdoor plazas and gathering spaces.

The site slopes slightly south toward the accessible edge along P Street, NW, where a 4’ retaining wall transitions down to the street. Because the
new building will be a net zero facility, where photovoltaic panels preclude green roof construction, runoff will be treated in rain gardens dispersed
through the site, with the greatest concentration around the new entrance. The project will conform to DC building code and public space guidelines,
as specified by DDOT, with oversight and review by DOEE.
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Site Location
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Stead Park Recreatl n Center

B susTAIN
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Project Overview

PROJECT OVERVIEW

Existing Context

Design Summary

Project Schedule

Project Budget

BUILD= Stead Park Recreation Center

MAIMNTAIN
MAINTAIN T .
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New Zero Energy

NET ZERO ENERGY

Zero Energy Certification as defined by the International Living Future Institute (ILF 1) is: BETTER SKIN LOWER LOADS BETTER HVAC BETTER USE
+ More solid than glass - LED lighting = Geothermal wells -« Heating/cooling
"One hundred percent of the building's energy needs on & net annual basis must be supplied by on-site renewable energy. s Extra insulation « Integrated controls « Ground source heat setpointsfsetbacks
No combustion is allowed.” + Low thermal bridging = Smart outiets puUmps « Malntenance +
- Exterior shading = Occupancy sensors - Dacoupled commissioning
This includes energy used by the new building, energy used by the existing building, and site energy (lighting + power). + High performance = Better equipment wentilation - Operating schedule
wingdows = Energy recovery « Occupancy
- Airtight envelope = Performance « Laptops over
How are we defining our site boundary for Zero Energy / LEED? L) e ﬂ::md
equipment

- Phantom loads

BASELINE

typical public
assembly/recreation
national average

EXCLUDES:
- P Street Lighting
- Rec Field + Lighting

". .,

Stead Park Recreation Center will be
the first net zero community center in
Washington DC.

BUILD = Stead Park Recreation Center
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Dupont Circle Historic District

DUPONT CIRCLE
HISTORIC DISTRICT
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Evolution of Area of Stead Park
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Establishment of Stead Park

1953 - ESTABLISHMENT OF STEAD PARK

iad dev

| L e
[ ,

ey

rRER)

(1 1T

. WA FIlrEoNeS Caebiswg -
¢ .
N4 N g

|
7 Li L
= e ~"

. ey e
! Fhibf&D

'r“-m-—'. s i T B

Iinity do -“u"J

« RTINS

=g a

" S IPLWALK ¢

- o \ZES gl Bloos e s N CIEALCIGSE.,
1953 Site Plan 1953 Construction Documents
\' v\ I) c) EEP\TPEJ Stead Park Recreation Center
) Jprilish MNCPC Concept Design Submission July 31,2020 Page 6

&l SUSTAIN
File: 8209

10 National Capital Planning Commission




Recent History of Stead Park

RECENT HISTORY OF STEAD PARK

Midway Civic

ivery boys

1990 Construction Documents

BUILD = Stead Park Recreation Center
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions

BUILD =
VMDO

) SUSTAIN
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Existing Conditions

EXISTING CONDITIONS

- —

VIEW OF NORTH ELEVATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, PLAYING FIELD SIDE

=

1956 - 1943
L AND TIATAMENT

VIEW OF SOUTH ELEVATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, P STREET SIDE

VM DO

Stead Park Recreation Center
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Existing Conditions

PAST - 1950°S PRESENT

Bl!!!'.ﬂ? Stead Park Recreation Center
VLRI 114
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Renderings of Proposed Changes

Stead Park Recreation Center
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Proposed Aerial View from P Street

el SUSTAIN
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Landscape Plan

CHURCH STREET NW
SECURITY
FENCE
LANDSCAPE PLAN
KEY NOTES
- ALLEY
10" HT FENCE  -=mn
PROPOSED NEW BUILDING
EXISTING BUILDING
EXISTING BASKETBALL COURT
o] PLAZA 18" SEAT
WALL
[LE] SENSORY GARDEN 3' HT FENCE
SMALL KIDS' PLAYGROUND
SPLASH PAD
. 30" HT
BIG KIDS’ PLAYGROUND FBTII;T;"LINF FETAINE
RETAINING WALL
[LL] PLAY + SEATING SPACE W
COURTYARD GARDEN < 18" HT SEAT WALL
COURTYARD PATIO
SPECTATOR SPACE
N
P STREET NW D5 15 25 35 45FT
m_r— L 1 (I}
GS BUILD = Stead Park Recreation Center
\’ IV\ I) () DG MAINTAIN | LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE BUREAU . ) ada
o SUSTAIN NCPC Concept Design Submission July 31, 2020 Page 14
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Re

ENTRY PLAZA SECTION

y——— ACCESS RAMP, : PLAYGROUND,
BEYOND I BEYOND

\’ IV\ I) () DGS ag,h'[n'#ﬁ | LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE BUREAU Stead Park Recreation Center
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Proposed View from Sensory Garden
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Proposed View from Playground

133
PROPOSED VIEW FROM PLAYGROUND

=e BUILD = Stead Park Recreation Center

VMDO B

TaleTal
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Playground Concept Images

PLAYGROUND CONCEPT IMAGES
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Proposed View from Playground Towards Canopy

Stead Park Recreation Center
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Proposed View Under Canopy
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\’ V\ I) () DGS ?U!LP= Stead Park Recreation Center
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Proposed View from Playing Field

PROPOSED VIEW FROM PLAYING FIELD EXISTING VIEW

Elﬂhnrﬁ Stead Park Recreation Center
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Existmg Conditions
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Proposed Plans

PROPOSED PLANS
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Proposed Elevations

WEST SECTION EAST SECTION
# ELEVATION { ELEVATION

EXIST. PEAK : 112.65"

TOP OF NEW CANOPY : 105.00°

- EXIST. CORNICE : 103.13"
I £ 3 B A
- e _;:%! = EXIST. 2ND FL:93.10
BB | | EXIST, 1STFL: 83.65"
- EXIST. P STREET: 78.22'
'3 3!
E 0 =} E P e s
E I; |:i t" HEW BASEMEMNT : 70.65
&= =,
i m;
PROPOSED SOUTH ELEVATION PROPOSED EAST SECTION / ELEVATION

WEST SECTION
/ ELEVATION

EXIST. PEAK : 112.65"

TOP OF HEW CANOPY : 105.00°
EXIST. CORNICE : 103.13"
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EXIST. 2ND FL:93.10

EXIST. 15TFL: 83.65"

EXIST. P STREET: 7822

ASTIV
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ENI dosd
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PROPOSED NORTH ELEVATION PROPOSED WEST SECTION / ELEVATION

Stead Park Recreation Center
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N/S Site Section

N/S SITE SECTION
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Proposed View of Building Entrance

B B3 o a
Recreation Center
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Proposed View of Building Entrance from Court
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Hyphen Option 1: Glass Curtainwall

Hyphen Option 1 : Glass Curtainwall
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Proposed View of Large Community Space

PROPOSED VIEW OF LARGE COMMUNITY SPACE PROPOSED VIEW FROM COMMUNITY SPACE INTO CO
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E/W Building Section
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Proposed View of Lower Level Courtyard

e
PROPOSED VIEW OF LOWER LEVEL COURTYARD PROPOSED VIEW OF LOWER LEVEL COURTYARD

BUILD = Stead Park Recreation Center

VMDO B3
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Proposed View of North Side of Building from Field

PROPOSED VIEW OF NORTH SIDE OF BUILDING FROM PLAYING FIELD EXISTING VIEW

fy BUILD = Stead Park Recreation Center
\’ i\'\ l) () D Js SUSTA\IN NCPC Concept Design Submission July 31,2020 Page 32

36 National Capital Planning Commission File: 8209




Aerial View Looking South Towards P Street
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