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Project Summary

The District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation has submitted an application for a concept review for the modernization of the grounds
of Stead Park and a significant addition to the Stead Park Recreation Center building. Sensitive to the layered history of Stead Park and the
importance of the park’s open space in the dense Dupont Circle Historic district, the design emphasizes the open qualities of the park, visibility to the
historic structure, while providing accessible, integrated spaces for exercise, play, interaction, and belonging for all neighbors and visitors. As the first
net-zero community center in Washington, DC, this facility highlights the District’s commitment to sustainable practices, serving as a visible,
educational tool for residents and visitors.

Stead Park is a ~1.5 acre DPR run public park located between located off of P Street NW between 16th and 17th Streets NW in Washington DC. For
outdoor recreation Stead Park contains an artificial turf playing field, running track, large and small kids playgrounds, a splash pad, and outdoor
basketball court. There is only one building on the site, the current Recreation Center is a former stable building listed as a contributing structure to
the Dupont Circle Historic District that was modernized when Stead Park first opened in the 1950’s. Prior to it’s life as a public park, during the late
nineteenth century the site contained frame row houses and the residence of Henry Hurt, a respected local railroad president and investor. Hurt built
the existing community center building on the alley side of his property as a stable in 1888 and expanded it in 1895.
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Project Summary

The federal government purchased the property from Hurt’s heirs in 1948, and under the terms of a trust established by Washington architect
Robert Stead, developed it into a playground within the District’s recreation system.

During the postwar years, the playground served as a central civic, recreational, and cultural space for the largely African American Dupont Circle
neighborhood. Renovations in 1992, 2008, and 2014 transformed the layout and configuration of its playground and athletic fields, and constructed
an addition on to the north side of the historic structure.

The new facility features the existing historic carriage house as the primary building entry, welcoming visitors to engage the new community through
direct access to the historic structure. The building’s primarily consists of a variety of multipurpose spaces serving a diversity of ages, abilities,
programming, fitness, and education levels, including a large community gathering, flexible spaces for group classes, arts, education, and fitness
activities, and a demonstration kitchen.

Additionally, spaces for multi-age groups, such as young children, teens, and seniors connect and expand the possibilities for the how community
members can utilize their public space. All these spaces surround two courtyards that allow for both indoor and outdoor uses, as well as a large solar
canopy that provides energy as well as shade, a sensory garden, updated play equipment, and large outdoor plazas and gathering spaces.

The site slopes slightly south toward the accessible edge along P Street, NW, where a 4’ retaining wall transitions down to the street. Because the
new building will be a net zero facility, where photovoltaic panels preclude green roof construction, runoff will be treated in rain gardens dispersed
through the site, with the greatest concentration around the new entrance. The project will conform to DC building code and public space guidelines,
as specified by DDOT, with oversight and review by DOEE.
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map
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Stead Park Recreation Center 
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Project Overview
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New Zero Energy
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Dupont Circle Historic District
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Evolution of Area of Stead Park
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Establishment of Stead Park
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Recent History of Stead Park
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Renderings of Proposed Changes
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Proposed Aerial View from P Street
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Landscape Plan
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Proposed View from Sensory Garden



National Capital Planning Commission21 File: 8209

Proposed View from Playground
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Playground Concept Images
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Proposed View from Playground Towards Canopy
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Proposed View Under Canopy
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Proposed View from Playing Field
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Existing Conditions
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Proposed Plans
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Proposed Elevations
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N/S Site Section
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Proposed View of Building Entrance
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Proposed View of Building Entrance from Court
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Hyphen Option 1: Glass Curtainwall
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Proposed View of Large Community Space
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E/W Building Section
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Proposed View of Lower Level Courtyard
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Proposed View of North Side of Building from Field
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Aerial View Looking South Towards P Street
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