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Project Summary

The Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (Board) proposes to renovate and expand the Marriner S. Eccles Building 
(Eccles Building) at 2051 Constitution Avenue NW and to renovate and construct an addition on the Federal Reserve Board-East 
Building (FRB-East Building) at 1951 Constitution Avenue NW. The Board is seeking comments from the Commission on their 
concept plan for the project.

The Eccles building was constructed between 1935 and 1937 as the headquarters of the Board. While there have been regular 
modifications and renovations to the building over its 80-year history, many of the building systems are at the end of their useful 
life, and the building no longer fully serves the Board’s needs. The FRB-East Building was constructed between 1931 and 1933 for
the US Public Health Service. The building has not undergone a comprehensive modernization in decades and does not serve the 
Board’s needs effectively in its current condition and configuration. 
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Project Summary

The purpose of the proposed project is to renovate and expand the Eccles Building and the Federal Reserve-East Building to 
address a critical backlog of upgrades; to respond to changes in building codes and regulatory requirements; to accommodate 
information technology requirements, building security provisions, advancements in environmental awareness and energy 
efficiency; to address increased utility demands and associated requirements imposed by an increased building population; and to
address the integration of technology not anticipated at the time of the buildings’ original design.

The proposed programming changes and building additions are needed to increase spatial efficiency, reduce leased space and 
consolidate staff, and provide a secure environment for the buildings’ occupants, while accommodating the growing needs of the 
Board and its visitors. 

The proposed project will maintain the historic character of the existing buildings and their surroundings, reflecting qualities of 
stability, dignity, and security that are sensitive to the Board’s civic responsibility as the central bank of the United States. It will 
include new state-of-the-art technology for the buildings’ entire infrastructure, security, and technology systems. The project will 
also improve code compliance measures as well as enable the Board to incorporate environmentally responsible design 
approaches expected to reduce energy consumption and improve indoor environmental quality. 

The Board has indicated that the goals of the project include: 

• Respect the character-defining features while modernizing the buildings 

• Provide modern, efficient workspace with amenities that support health and wellness initiatives such as dining and fitness 
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Project Summary

• Make the buildings more energy efficient 

• Increase the capacity of the Eccles Building 

• Provide quality office space on the lower (concourse) levels of the Eccles Building 

• Provide a multi-story addition to the FRB-East Building that contains above-grade and back of house services and increases the 
capacity 

• Provide underground parking 

• Provide a tunnel for utility and pedestrian use that connects to the Eccles Building and accommodates backup mechanical 
systems capable of supporting the Eccles Building. 

The Board is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for its NEPA compliance, and has initiated Section 106 Consultation to 
meet its Section 106 responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map



National Capital Planning Commission6 File: 8113

Project Location on Constitution Avenue
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Project Area Description
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Eccles Building Chronology
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FRB East Building Chronology
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Flood Plans and Stormwater Management
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Eccles Building Existing Conditions, Constitution Avenue
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Project Context Photo Key
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Existing Photos
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Existing Photos
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Existing Photos
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Landscape
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Existing Site Analysis
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Existing Site Grading
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Existing Building Height Context
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Eccles Building Existing Conditions
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Eccles Building Existing Conditions
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Eccles Building Existing Floorplans
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Eccles Building Existing Floorplans
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Eccles Existing North/South Section
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FRB East Building Existing Conditions
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FRB East Building Existing Conditions
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FRB East Building Existing Floorplans
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FRB East Building Existing Floorplans
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Concept Options Summary
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Massing 
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Central Spine
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Service



National Capital Planning Commission33 File: 8113

Preferred Option B
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Preferred Option B
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Preferred Option B Landscape
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Preferred Option B Eccles Landscape Concept
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Preferred Option N FRB-East Building Landscape Concept
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Preferred Option B Site Security Program
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Preferred Option B Grading
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Preferred Option B Plans
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Preferred Option B Plans
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Preferred Option B Plans
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FRB East Building Sections Preferred Option B
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Preferred Option B Section
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Preferred Option B Perspective
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Preferred Option B Perspective
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Preferred Option B Perspective
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Preferred Option B Perspectives
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Preferred Option B Perspective
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Preferred Option B Perspective



National Capital Planning Commission51 File: 8113

Option A
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Option A
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Option A Landscape
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Option A Site Security
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Option A Grading
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Option A Floorplans
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Option A Floorplans
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Option A Floorplans
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Option A Floorplans
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Option A  Sections
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Option A Perspective
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Option A Perspective
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Option A Perspective
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Option A Perspective
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Option A Perspective
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Option A Perspective
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Option C
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Option C
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Option C Landscape
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Option C Site Security
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Option C Grading



National Capital Planning Commission72 File: 8113

Option C Floorplans
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Option C Floorplans
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Option C Floorplans



National Capital Planning Commission75 File: 8113

Option C Floorplans
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Option C Section
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Option C Section
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Option C Perspective
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Option C Perspective
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Option C Perspective
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Option C Perspective
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Option C Perspective
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Option C Perspective
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