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    Rock Creek Park in the heart of Washington DC 

• 1,754 acre city park 
• Civil War fortifications 
• Statuary 
• Working mill 
• Colonial house 
• 32 miles of hiking trails 
• Equestrian Center 
• Horseback riding 
• Outdoor concerts 
• Nature Center 
• Picnicking 
• Golfing 
• Tennis 
• Biking 
• Boating 
• Planetarium 
• Educational programs 
• Haven for birds and wildlife 
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Sign Guidelines Demonstration Sites 
Demonstration sites shown here were chosen 
by the NPS because they have a broad range 
of sign types that are representative of the 
Rock Creek Park signage system. 



    

   

   
 

      

  

 Project Goals 

• Unified design for Rock Creek Park identity 

• Simplified and consistent messaging 

• Predictable sign locations simplified and 
consistent messaging 

• Project concise, consistent, and current sign design 

• Reduce visual clutter and redundancy 

4 



 

  

  

   

  

  

Rock Creek Park Sign Types 

1. Road Guide Signs 

2. Identification Signs 

3. Pedestrian Wayfinding Signs 

4. Rules, Regulations and Information Signs 

5. Trail Signs 
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Existing Conditions – Road Guide Signs 

Typical Existing Road Guide Signs within Rock Creek Park 

6 



 

 

 

  

 

Existing Conditions – Identification Signs 

Fort Slocum Old Stone House Francis Scott Key Memorial 

Montrose Park Nature Center Georgetown Waterfront Park 

Valley Trail Klingle Mansion Rock Creek Park 
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Existing Conditions – Pedestrian Wayfinding Signs 

Francis Scott Key Memorial 

Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway 
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     Existing Conditions – Rules, Regulations and Information Signs 

Old Stone House Meridian Hill Park Fort Slocum 

Georgetown Waterfront Park Klingle Mansion 

Montrose Park Valley Trail 
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Existing Conditions – Trail Signs 

Valley Trail 
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Urban Context 

Regional and
Local Use 

Natural 
Environment 
and Trails 

Historic Sites 
& Statuary 

Design Detail 
Variations 

EXAMPLES  

Meridian Hill Park 
Francis Scott Key Park 
Grant Circle Park 
Georgetown Waterfront Park 
Thompson Boat Center 

BLACK PAINTED 
METAL POSTS 

CONCRETE BASE 

CONCRETE BASE 

Materials may be altered to relate 
to each partcular site if applicable. 

BLACK PAINTED 
METAL POSTS 

EXAMPLES  

Tennis Stadium 
Ballfields 
Carter Barron Ampitheater 
Rock Creek Golf Course 
Montrose Park 

EXAMPLES  

Beach Drive 
Rock Creek Park Nature Center 
Western Ridge Trail 
Valley Trail 

DARK STAINED WOOD POSTS 

ROUGH STONE BASE 

EXAMPLES  
Peirce Mill 
McClellan Park 
Klingle Mansion 
Fort Slocum 
Old Stone House 

Materials for historic sites 
and statuary signage to 
relate to characterstics 
of each site. 

DARK STAINED 
WOOD POSTS 

ROUGH STONE 
BASE 

ROUGH STONE 
BASE 

CONCRETE 
BASE 
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Colors & Fonts 
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  RG Series – Road Guide Signs 
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RG Series – Road Guide Signs 

PF-4B / Pathfinder 4-line Primary Legend 
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RG Series – Road Guide Signs 

RG-5 / Road Guide Single Destination PF-4B / Pathfinder 4-line Primary Legend 

RG-1 / Road Guide Single Destination RG-1 / Road Guide Multiple Destinations 15 



 ID Series – Identification Signs 
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 ID Series – Identification Signs 
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 ID Series – Identification Signs 
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Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway / Thompson Boat Center 

Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway in the 
vicinity of Virginia Avenue, NW 

ID2A / Secondary Monument ID ID10 / Primary Identification Sign ID1A / Primary Monument ID 19 



    

 

 

Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway / Thompson Boat Center 

ID10 / Primary Identification Sign ID1A / Primary Monument ID 

Photo looking northbound at Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway at Virginia Avenue, NW 
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Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway / Thompson Boat Center 

ID2A / Secondary Monument ID ID1A / Primary Monument ID 

Photo looking northbound at Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway at Virginia Avenue, NW 
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Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway 

ID1A / Primary Monument ID Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway looking southbound in the vicinity of Calvert Street, NW 
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Rock Creek Park 

Grant Road, NW at Broad Branch Road, NW ID7A / Primary Pylon ID 
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                Cross Section at south end of Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway and Virginia Avenue, NW, looking northbound 
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Georgetown Waterfront Park between 30th Street, NW and 34th Street, NW - photo insert - 30th Georgetown Waterfront Park Street, NW at the Potomac River.  Sign locations: Water Street, NW and 34th Street, NW; 
Wisconsin Avenue and K Street, NW; 30th Street at the Pormenade along the Potomac River. 

ID10 / Primary Identification Sign ID10 / Primary Identification Sign ID8B / Secondary Pylon ID 25 



  

 	 	 	 	 	 	

Georgetown Waterfront Park 

Georgetown	 Waterfront Park at 30th	 Street, NW and	 Potomac River ID8B / Secondary Pylon ID 
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Georgetown Waterfront Park / Wisconsin and K Street 

Georgetown Waterfront Park at Wisconsin Avenue, NW and K Street, NW ID10 / Primary Identification Sign 
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Georgetown Waterfront Park / 34th and Water Streets 

ID10 / Primary Identification Sign Georgetown Waterfront Park at Water Street, NW and 34th Street, NW 
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        Georgetown Waterfront Park Cross Section at 30th Street, NW. 
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Meridian Hill Park 

ID8B / Secondary Pylon ID ID5B / Tertiary Monument ID 30 



  

	 	 	 	

Meridian Hill Park 

Meridian Hill Park - 16th	 Street,	 NW and	 Euclid	 Street,	 NW ID8B / Secondary Pylon ID 31 



  

         

Meridian Hill Park 

Meridian Hill Park - 16th Street, NW and W Street, NW ID5B / Tertiary Monument ID 
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Meridian Hill Park 

Meridian Hill Park - 15th Street, NW and Chapin Street, NW ID8B / Secondary Pylon ID 
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Old Stone House 

34ID13 / Primary Facility ID Old Stone House - M Street, NW between 31st Street, NW and Thomas Jefferson Street, NW 



  

             

Old Stone House 

Old Stone House - M Street, NW between 31st Street, NW and Thomas Jefferson Street, NW ID13 / Primary Facility ID 35 



  

             

Old Stone House 

Old Stone House - M Street, NW between 31st Street, NW and Thomas Jefferson Street, NW ID13 / Primary Facility ID 36 



  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

Francis Scott Key Memorial 

Francis Scott Key Memorial - M	 Street, NW	 between Key Bridge and 34th Street, NW. 
photo inserts looking east	 and west	 along M Street,	 NW 

ID5A / Tertiary Monument ID 37 



    
     

       

Francis Scott Key Memorial (Proposal: sign to be removed and replaced due to poor readability. 
Existing sign was installed in the park when it was developed in 1993. 

Francis Scott Key Memorial - M Street, NW, looking east 
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  Francis Scott Key Memorial 

39
ID5A / Tertiary Monument ID 



  

           

Francis Scott Key Memorial 

ID5A / Tertiary Monument ID Francis Scott Key Memorial - at corner of M Street, NW and Key Bridge 
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Montrose Park 

Montrose Park - 3,000 block of R Street, NW ( adjacent to Dumbarton 
Oaks Park and Oak Hill Cemetary) 

ID11 / Primary Straight Arm Post ID 41 



 

   

Montrose Park 

ID11 / Primary Straight Arm Post ID (brick base for this location) 
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ID11 / Primary Straight Arm Post ID

Fort Slocum Park 

43 

Ft. Slocum Park - insert shows the location of 3rd St, 
NW at Madison Street, NW 



      

Fort Slocum Park 

Ft. Slocum Park - Kansas Street, NW at Madison Street, NW ID11 / Primary Straight Arm Post ID (stone base for this location) 
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NationalParkService
U.S.DepartmentoftheInterior

Grant C i rcle
RockCreek Park

3545WilliamsburgLane

Grant Circle Park 

Grant Circle - Grant Circle, NW at Illinois Avenue, NW (north and south side of circle). 

ID10 / Primary Identification Sign 45 



  Grant Circle Park 

ID10 / Primary Identification Sign 
46 



  Grant Circle Park 

ID10 / Primary Identification Sign 
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Rock Creek Park 

ID1A / Primary Monument ID ID7A Primary Pylon ID ID8B / Secondary Pylon ID ID9A / Tertiary Pylon ID 48 



   WF Series – Wayfinding Signs 
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   WF Series – Wayfinding Signs 
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   WF Series – Wayfinding Signs 
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WF Series – Wayfinding Signs 

WF Series / Primary & Secondary Visitor Information WF Series / Primary Visitor Information 

WF Series / Visitor Information (messaging and size variations) WF Series / Secondary Interp. (Horizontal) 52 



   

     

     

Trail Signage – Wayfinding Signs 

WF Series / Multiple Icon Reg 

WF Series / Primary Pedestrian Directional 

53 



   

 
 

          

WF Series – Trail Signage 

Sample of sandblasted 
header band 

WF Series / Secondary Map WF Series / Primary Directional WF Series / Primary Reg 

54 


	Structure Bookmarks
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Francis Scott Key Memorial 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Urban Context Regional andLocal Use Natural Environment and Trails Historic Sites & Statuary Design Detail Variations 
	Figure
	Figure
	BLACK PAINTED METAL POSTS 
	CONCRETE BASE 
	CONCRETE BASE 
	BLACK PAINTED METAL POSTS 
	Figure
	DARK STAINED WOOD POSTS ROUGH STONE BASE 
	Figure
	DARK STAINED WOOD POSTS ROUGH STONE BASE ROUGH STONE BASE CONCRETE BASE 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	ID10 / Primary Identification Sign Georgetown Waterfront Park at Water Street, NW and 34th Street, NW 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	34ID13 / Primary Facility ID Old Stone House -M Street, NW between 31st Street, NW and Thomas Jefferson Street, NW 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Francis Scott Key Memorial -M Street, NW, looking east 
	Figure
	39ID5A / Tertiary Monument ID 
	Figure
	ID5A / Tertiary Monument ID Francis Scott Key Memorial -at corner of M Street, NW and Key Bridge 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	43 Ft. Slocum Park -insert shows the location of 3rd St, NW at Madison Street, NW 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Grant Circle -Grant Circle, NW at Illinois Avenue, NW (north and south side of circle). 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	WF Series / Multiple Icon Reg 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure




