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The proposed Eisenhower Memorial site is a four acre 
site in the Southwest quadrant of Washington D.C. 
Located on Independence Avenue and Maryland Avenue, 
bound by 4th and 6th Streets SW, and Lyndon B. Johnson 
Department of Education building, the site has a unique 
urban situation unlike any other major Memorials. The 
site is directly on the Maryland Avenue axis, an important 
historical corridor with a viewshed to the U.S. Capitol.  

To address the urban scale of this large four acre site and 
create an autonomous Presidential Memorial experience, the 
design proposes a unique commemorative art element with a 
stainless steel tapestry supported on large columns depicting 
scenes from Eisenhower’s home in Kansas. The colonnade 
and tapestry create an urban room within the scale of the 
surrounding precinct and frame the entire site to distinguish 
the Memorial in a unified space. The columns are carefully 
arranged to preserve the openness of Maryland Avenue running 
through the site and to frame the view to the Capitol dome.  

At the center of the project site is the contemplative Memorial 
space, where Eisenhower’s legacy unfolds in an intimate 
setting. Heroic free standing sculptures, bas reliefs, and 
quotes celebrate Eisenhower’s contributions to our nation 
as the 34th President and the Supreme Allied Commander 
of the Expeditionary Forces. Eisenhower as a young man is 
seated on a wall, looking towards his future achievements.  

Eisenhower’s humility, values, and achievements are what set 
him apart...so these are what will set the monument apart.  

This is a monument to his ideas. To the 
words that he left with us. To the principles 
that guided his decisions and fueled his 
remarkable achievements.  

The treatment of Maryland Avenue is a significant organizing 
component of the project. Maryland Avenue will be closed to 
street traffic, allowing the disparate parcels to transform the 
area into an inviting green space. Maryland Avenue will be 
restored to its original position and will be framed vertically with 
an allée of mature trees that in turn frame the Capitol dome.  

Eisenhower Square is a memorial conceived as an urban 
park in an area of the city greatly needing a revitalized 
pedestrian experience. The park is designed to provide 
a green respite for visitors and allow a new experience 
within the primary view corridor that crosses the site. 
The landscape design is distinguished by tree species 
reminiscent of the Midwest that provide ample shade and 
definition to the street edges and open spaces in the park.   

To the south is an elevated area in front of the Lyndon B. Johnson 
building that becomes a new forecourt for the Department 

of Education and a pedestrian Promenade with programming 
that supports outreach, outdoor seating, and gathering areas.  

Proof of concept mock-ups were created for the tapestry 
to demonstrate artistic quality, intent, and transparency 
established for this commemorative art element.  The tapestry 
has technically developed since 2011 when the mock-ups were 
initially created. The engineering and material testing has been 
found by NCPC Commission to demonstrate that the tapestry 
meets the Commemorative Works Act durability criteria. 

Since the October 2014, the design team has met with NCPC 
staff on multiple occasions to address the remaining issues and 
made five CFA presentations on detailed aspects of the project.  
In response to agency comments, the design  has evolved with 
minor refinements to landscape, commemorative art and 
perimeter security.    The design features including the tapestry, 
sculpture, and quotations -- in addition to the landscape design, 
are the result of rigorous research in response to agency 
review comments. Each element is designed to create the most 
effective and powerful experience for visitors. The resulting 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial design satisfies the goals of the 
seven design principles established for this site in 2006 by the 
National Capital Planning Commission to preserve and enhance 
the unique character of this site and establish a new green 
space within the context of L’Enfant’s plan for Washington D.C. 

1.0 - EXECUTIVE DESIGN SUMMARY
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EXECUTIVE DESIGN SUMMARY - 1.0

MEMORIAL CORE
The commemorative area of the site, where the public can view Eisenhower’s legacy in a shaded intimate setting. 

MARYLAND AVENUE VIEWSHED   
Trees line the historic Maryland Avenue cartway, framing the Capitol vista.

TAPESTRY MOCKUP
The unique qualities of the stainless steel tapestry create a legible 
image while maintaining a level of transparency.

TAPESTRY & COLUMNS
The unique defining element of Eisenhower Square. The tapestry provides 
a backdrop to the Memorial. The northern columns mark the park entry 
paths leading to the center of the Memorial.

SITE PLAN
The Eisenhower Memorial will offer an urban park to an area of the District in need of open space. 

MEMORIAL OVERLOOK

LBJ PROMENADE

MEMORIAL

MARYLAND AVENUE

INFORMATION 
CENTER

SOUTH TAPESTRY

LBJ DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BUILDING
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OCTOBER 2014 - APPROVED PRELIMINARY DESIGN

OCTOBER 2014 -  APPROVED PRELIMINARY DESIGN

NCPC  AND AGENCY REVIEW SUMMARY 

In October 2014, NCPC granted preliminary approval to the Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial 
Design.   The design team met with NCPC staff on multiple occasions to address  the general 
planning related issues for pedestrian circulation, perimeter security at the LBJ Promenade 
and lighting design.  These developments were presented to the Commission in an Information 
Session in November 2014.   

The design team has presented detailed development of multiple aspects of the project to the 
Commission of Fine Arts five times since October 2014, and has submitted the design for final 
approval at the June 16, 2015 CFA meeting.   The Commission of Fine Arts comments have 
prompted other design refinements that also address the recommendations for refinement of 
NCPC including:  

• Strengthen the overall concept of the memorial as a “layered experience consisting of a 
memorial core within a park with a surrounding urban landscape.  

• Enhance the openness of the Maryland Avenue right-of-way/viewshed.  
• Improve the symbolic and physical relationship between the memorial and the Department 

of Education Building.  

In accordance with Section 106 process as stipulated in the 2012 Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA), the design team held a Section 106 meeting December 9th, 2014 for signatories and 
consulting parties.  NPS has issued a Final Determination of Effect, per Stipulation 11 of the 
MOA, on May 8, 2015.   SHPO, in a letter dated May 22, 2015, has concurred with the NPS 
finding that “no new or intensified adverse effects on historic properties will occur as a result 
of the final design.” These materials which are provided in Section 5.0 conclude the Section 
106 process. 
 

1.1 - DESIGN REVISON OVERVIEW
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CURRENT DESIGN

SUMMARY OF DESIGN REVISIONS SINCE OCTOBER 2014 

The Memorial design has been refined to address the general planning related issues and 
recommendations for further development from the NCPC Commission Action dated October 
2, 2014, and Commission of Fine Arts comments since preliminary concept approval.  

Below is a summary of the design revisions. 

• Relative to perimeter security, the overlook stair has been reduced in size and revised to 
minimize bollards.  The terraced seating area at the west end of the LBJ Promenade has 
been modified to eliminate the need for bollards. 

• The lighting design has been revised to eliminate uplighting of understory trees and site 
lighting has been refined.    

• The openings in the canopy trees at Independence Avenue has been closed, minimizing 
potential pedestrian circulation at mid-block. 

• The proposed turf lawns have been designed for heavy pedestrian traffic throughout the 
Memorial, especially as it relates to Maryland Avenue.  

• The landscape design has been modified to regulate the street trees along Independence 
Avenue and the tree canopy species arrangement has been refined.   Understory trees 
have been adjusrted.

• The granite curb along Maryland Avenue marking the historic cartway has been widened.
• Commemorative insignias have been added to the two northern columns, to enhance 

the threshold experience into the Memorial park.  
• The sculptures and bas reliefs at the Memorial Core have been further refined. 
• The quotations and inscription layouts at the Memorial core have been modified.
• The tapestry composition and panel support structure have been further refined.   

DESIGN  REVISION OVERVIEW - 1.1

CURRENT  2015 DESIGN



1.2  TAPESTRY ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL DATA SUMMARY 

A separate document, The Tapestry Engineering and Technical Data Summary, was submitted 
in response to technical questions about the durability of the tapestry element in February 
2014.  This document provides comprehensive engineering information and test results for 
the proposed materials and structure.   The NCPC Commission found that the tapestry satisfies 
the requirement identified in the Commemorative Works Act, “a commemorative work be 
constructed of durable material suitable for the outdoor environment.“ 

The Commission Action dated October 2, 2014 requested the applicant demonstrate the items 
listed below for final review.   A separate Tapestry Technical Data Supplemental Submission has 
been provided for final review to address the Commission Action and is summarized below.

1. The Tapestry Material and welds continue to reach the same durability standards as 
fabrications are further refined. 

   
RESPONSE:  Additional material testing has been performed and the results are consistent 
with the previously approved fabrication methods and durability testing.

2. The recommended maintenance regimen, including cleaning will not cause weld failure if 
carried out properly. 

RESPONSE:  A pressure washing demonstration of the recommended cleaning regimen 
was performed on a tapestry test panel.  The demonstration resulted in no damage to 
tapestry panel welds. 

3. The operational protocols that will be employed to avoid danger to the public during 
instances where snow and ice has accumulated on the tapestries.  

DESIGN RESPONSE:  National Park Service has approved the proposed guidelines and 
methods of ice and snow management on the tapestry developed by the design team.  
Should there be a safety concern, barriers will be erected and the Memorial closed until 
staff is able to remove the snow and ice or it is removed naturally. 

1.2 - TAPESTRY ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL DATA SUMMARY

10 
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TAPESTRY ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL DATA SUMMARY - 1.2

TAPESTRY MOCK-UP VIEWED FROM LBJ BUILDING TAPESTRY MOCK-UP VIEWED AGAINST THE LBJ BUILDING TAPESTRY MOCK-UP ILLUMINATED AT NIGHT
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1.3 - SUMMARY OF NCPC DESIGN PRINCIPLES

1.3 - SUMMARY OF NCPC DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

The Eisenhower Memorial has been shaped and guided by 
the seven design principles adopted by NCPC for the 2006 site 
selection. The Commission found that the preliminary design 
satisfied the site selection design principles.   

In October 2014, the Commission found the design was 
consistent with the seven (7) design principles.  The current 
design remains consistent with these principles as described 
below.

1. Preserve reciprocal views to and from the U.S. Capitol along 
Maryland Avenue, SW.

The Memorial design strengthens and preserves the reciprocal 
views to and from the U.S. Capitol along Maryland Avenue, SW. 
The existing configuration of the roadway and plaza vegetation 
allow some views of the U.S. Capitol from active crosswalks 
within Maryland Avenue, but overgrowth of some trees 
partially obscures views of the Capitol, including the Dome. 
The Memorial design removes the existing overgrowth and 
creates an allée of trees within the park landscape to visually 
strengthen the views through the site. The design strategically 
places the Memorials commemorative element - the tapestry 
and supporting columns in locations that preserve and frame 
the views. Additionally, the re-alignment of Maryland Avenue 
to its historical location will help focus sight lines through the 
site to the Capitol and provide a green focal point for views 
from the Capitol.

The columns have been reconfigured in the approved 
preliminary design, to increase the viewshed to the Capitol 
from 95’ to 135’ in width. The resulting column configuration 
creates a proportionally horizontal  framed view of the Capitol 
Dome. The horizontal view of the Capitol is balanced by the 
existing buildings that serve as the street wall along Maryland 
Avenue, including the National Museum of the American 
Indian.    

2. Enhance the nature of the site as one in a sequence of public 
spaces embellishing the Maryland Avenue vista.

The Memorial design enhances the site to create a real 
public space along the Maryland Avenue vista. The Memorial 
transforms the existing disparate and disjointed plaza into a 
green park setting more in keeping with L’Enfant squares. The 
Memorial includes a central core of commemorative elements 
and provides direct visual lines to other public spaces along 
Maryland Avenue. To the Southwest, Maryland Avenue links 
the Memorial to Reservation 113, where Maryland and Virginia 
Avenues intersect. To the Northeast, Maryland Avenue links 
the Memorial to the Mall and the U.S. Capitol Grounds.  

3. Create a unified memorial site that integrates the disparate 
parcels into a meaningful and functional public gathering 
place that also unifies the surrounding precinct.

The Memorial transforms the entire site into a commemorative 
park to “enhance the nature of the site”  as a green space 
that combines and “integrates the disparate parcels into a 
meaningful and functional public gathering space” and provides 
an attractive urban park with an inviting central feature “that 
also unifies the surrounding precinct.” The current plaza and 
park land, while open, is spare and uninviting, and offers few 
visitor amenities. The Memorial will offer educational, artistic, 
and natural experiences, as well as public gathering space that 
are part of a cohesive site. It will also unify the surrounding 
precinct by incorporating the Department of Education building 
into its design through the creation of the LBJ Promenade, 
which will activate the forecourt to this building. By realigning 
Maryland Avenue to its historical location, the Memorial design 
is embellished by the diagonal street.
 
Eisenhower’s legacy has a strong relationship to the surrounding 
institutions which unifies the Memorial thematically within 
the precinct. The approved preliminary design allows the 
adjacent buildings to further unify the site, strengthening the 
compliance with this design principle. 

 4. Reflect L’Enfant Plan principles by shaping the Memorial 
site as a separate and distinct public space that complements 
the Department of Education headquarters and other 
surrounding buildings.

As a singular green square created by the closing of  
Maryland Avenue to vehicular traffic at the intersection with 
Independence Avenue, the proposed design “reflects L’Enfant 
Plan principles by shaping the Memorial site as a separate and 
distinct public space” within its orthogonal context.  The urban 
park setting for the Memorial “complements the Department 
of Education headquarters and other surrounding buildings ”  
by offering a green respite to the large buildings and adjacent 
parcels.  

The approved preliminary Memorial design, allows the 
adjacent buildings to define and unify the site. The revised 
colonnade and tapestry configuration re-orders the urban 
space, addresses the scale of the site, and distinguishes this 
unique urban park as a Presidential Memorial. Viewsheds to 
the Department of Education headquarters were preserved 
from Independence Avenue by adjusting the colonnade 
configuration. The Memorial design composition is centered 
on the LBJ building and creates a strong planning and visual 
relationship between the Memorial and the LBJ building. The 
aesthetic mock-up of the tapestry successfully demonstrated 
the intent to incorporate transparency into the artistic 
composition. Transparency is a key design feature of the Kansas 
landscape on south tapestry which will allow the LBJ building to 
define and enclose the park space. 

Additionally, the Lyndon B. Johnson Promenade provides a 
grander entrance to the building, elevated above the Memorial. 
The Promenade also creates a new base for the building 
with amenities to serve the occupants of the Department of 
Education as an integral neighbor to the Memorial.  
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SUMMARY OF NCPC DESIGN PRINCIPLES - 1.3

5. Respect and complement the architecture of the 
surrounding precinct.

By taking its scale and height cues from adjacent buildings, 
the Memorial tapestry “respects and complements the 
architecture of the surrounding precinct.” The colonnade and 
tapestry height were established in direct response to the 
LBJ building. The Memorial elements will consist of durable 
building materials, including stone, that are consistent with the 
neighboring buildings. 

The surrounding precinct will be complemented with the 
addition of the Eisenhower Memorial. Rigorous studies that 
balance the proportional relationships and placement of 
the central core, colonnade and tapestry, along with the 
preservation and development of the Maryland Avenue vistas, 
will ensure that the Memorial will complement the surrounding 
architecture.

6. Respect the building lines of the surrounding rights-of-way 
and the alignment of trees along Maryland Avenue.

Throughout the city of Washington, building facades are aligned 
with the rights-of-way established by the L’Enfant Plan.  As a 
result, building lines and rights-of-way in Washington are one 
and the same. However, the Southwest precinct is unique in 
its character from other parts of the city, with the mid-century 
buildings offering deep setbacks. The northern singular columns 
are placed fully within the planes of the adjacent building 
facades, establishing the Eisenhower Memorial is consistent 
with the L’Enfant Plan and fully “respects the building lines 
of the surrounding rights-of-way.” The proposed design will 
also enhance the immediate neighborhood surrounding the 
Memorial site and will provide an important hinge point of the 
evolving and future Southwest precinct as this area redevelops. 

The interface of the Memorial’s ground plane to the streetscape 
plays a large role in the context of the overall Memorial 
design. Because the Memorial elements are not a building, 
per se, the interaction with the street takes on a different 
relationship.  The overall composition of the Memorial design 
is based on proportional studies to find the ideal placement 
of each Memorial element. The Memorial elements near the 
rights-of-way for each street are treated differently due to the 
particular geometry of the site. Specifically, the columns mark 
the boundary of the outdoor room and are setback from the 
rights of way and building facades adjacent to the site. 

Through variable lawn treatments and the diagonal placement 
of street trees, the Memorial “respects the alignment of trees 
along Maryland Avenue.” The Memorial design incorporates a 
new allée of street trees along the realigned historic cartway 
of Maryland Avenue.  This treatment strengthens this segment 
of Maryland Avenue from 4th street to 6th street and provides 
continuity along the Avenue as it cuts across the Southwest 
neighborhood. 

7. Incorporate significant green space into the design of the 
memorial.

The extensive use of trees and lawn area will “incorporate 
significant green space into the design of the Memorial.” 
The Memorial will increase the number and quality of 
trees, replacing immature or under-developed trees with 
significantly more robust and mature trees. The Memorial 
will improve root systems, soils, and drainage to enable the 
new trees to flourish. The amount of green space would 
increase over existing conditions, resulting in almost 1.8 
acres of additional landscaped area at the site.  Sustainability 
principles have been respected in the planting design and 
an successional ecological approach will maintain continuity 
and replacement of trees and the development of the 
groundplane over time have been planned for in the design. 
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2.1 DESIGN OVERVIEW

President Dwight D. Eisenhower raised himself from humble 
beginnings to become a five-star general and the 34th 
President of the United States.  But his successes are not all 
that  set him apart. 

His humility, his values and achievements are what set him 
apart… and so these are what will set the monument apart. 

This is a monument to his ideas.

To the words that he left with us. 

To the principles that guided his decisions and 
fueled his remarkable achievements.

President Eisenhower was a man who rose to the highest peaks 
of power, but was uncommonly humble. 

He was a military leader without equal, one who possessed a 
hard-earned understanding of the powers and perils of war. 

He was a reluctant statesman who became one of the 
enlightened, visionary leaders of our time. 

Eisenhower’s story, achievements, and words have been an 
inspiration to generations of Americans – and the Memorial 
commemorating his life on the National Mall will serve as a 
beacon to amplify that inspiration. 

“History does not long entrust the care of 
freedom to the weak or the timid.”

First Inaugural Address, January 20, 1953 

The spirit of these words, delivered in President Eisenhower’s 
first inaugural address, has served as a guide and inspiration for 
the creation of this Memorial in his name.   The bold, compelling 
space will honor a leader whose vision and certainty of purpose 
continue to reverberate throughout American life today. 

The Eisenhower Memorial will be an organic, integrated 
addition to the monuments, avenues, and great civic spaces 
that make up the monumental core of Washington D.C.  At the 
same time, it will stand out with a unique urban location unlike 
any of the other major memorials. Its location in Southwest 
Washington presents unique challenges for the recognized site 
program as a Presidential Memorial. 

The Memorial design was created to meet three simple, 
fundamental goals: 

First, to honor Dwight D. Eisenhower and his role in American 
history as Supreme Allied Commander and as the President of 
the United States; 

Second, to recognize the larger urban context in which the 
Memorial is placed.; and 

Third, to respect the immediate community, particularly 
the Department of Education, an integral neighbor to the 
Memorial. 

The following pages outline a design that has evolved to meet 
and balance these goals. The positioning and scale of the 
Memorial elements -- its tapestry, sculpture, and quotations -- 
in addition to the landscape design, are the result of rigorous 
research.  Each element is designed to create the most effective 
and powerful experience for visitors to a Memorial in an urban 
park setting. 

The colonnades and commemorative tapestry are a striking, 
prominent feature of the Memorial, viewed from afar and 
nearby. They are strategically designed, to define a bold 
and autonomous space for the Eisenhower Memorial while 
addressing the site challenges. The design creatively accounts 
for the following challenges: 

1) The Department of Education building is a dominant 
feature of the site. 

The tapestry is a means to create an autonomous space for the 
Eisenhower Memorial while maintaining and defining additional 
civic space specifically for the Department of Education. 

2) The scale of the tapestry is directly related to its 
surroundings. 
The massive buildings of the Southwest precinct, as well as the 
various scales of the surrounding streets, create challenges 
immediately surrounding the site. The tapestry is a defining 
feature of Eisenhower Square. 

3) The intersection of Maryland and Independence Avenues 
presents hierarchal and recognition challenges. 
The tapestry layout, in combination with the landscape design, 
has been studied extensively to complement and reinvigorate 
this unique condition. 

4) The tapestry establishes an architectural typology:
The “urban room” or “open air temple” is a central idea 
for the site.  Like the Lincoln Memorial, the central place of 
contemplation for the Memorial is set within a space and a 
frame to create a focused and distinct contemplative memorial 
experience. 

At the center of the project site lies the contemplative Memorial 
space, surrounded by heroic scale sculptures and bas reliefs. 
Here, Eisenhower as a young man is seated on a wall, gazing 
toward the future, forming the ideals and principles that would 
guide his life and tremendous achievements to come.

The pedestrian experience is designed to simply, unobtrusively 
guide visitors through key view corridors across the site and 
to imagery woven into the tapestry. The landscape design and 
tapestry together create emotional connectivity within the 
Memorial environment. The landscape design is developed as 
a natural and physical extension of the tapestry elements.

Maryland Avenue will be restored to its original position. The 
ground plane will be developed to articulate the width of the 
street and framed vertically with an allée of mature trees 
framing the Capitol dome when viewed from the central core 
area. 

Eisenhower Square is a memorial to President Eisenhower, 
conceived as a civic park in an area of the city greatly needing a 
revitalized pedestrian experience.

2.1 - DESIGN OVERVIEW
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LIGHTING FIXTURE LOCATIONS

VIEW OF MEMORIAL CORE

DESIGN OVERVIEW - 2.1
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SITE PLAN
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DESIGN OVERVIEW - 2.1

AERIAL VIEW  



INTERPRETIVE PROGRAM

AMERICA’S HEARTLAND IS THE HEART OF THIS MEMORIAL

“Because no man is really a man who has left out of himself all the boy, I wanted 
to speak �rst of the dreams of a barefoot boy....  Always in his dreams is the day 

when he �nally comes home to a welcome from his hometown.  Today that 
dream of mine of forty-�ve years or more ago has been realized beyond the wild-

est stretches of my own imagination, I came here, �rst, to thank you, and to say 
that the proudest thing I can claim is that I’m from Abilene.”

 Homecoming speech, Abilene, Kansas, June 22, 1945 

General

“Humility must always be the portion of any man who 
receives acclaim earned in blood of his followers and 

sacri�ces of his friends.”
Guildhall Address, London, England, June 12, 1945

President

We seek peace, knowing that peace is the climate 
of freedom.”

 Second Inaugural Address, January 21, 1957

Eisenhower’s story is a classic American story - raised within a 
lower-middle-class background in rural Kansas, his “very heart 
of America.” As a young man, he applied to West Point to get 
an education and quickly rose through the military to become 
a 5-star general later commanding the most complex military 
action in history as the Supreme Allied Commander. He then 
became the 34th President at a crucial time of massive global 
change.     

Historians evaluating the legacy of the Eisenhower presidency 
have discovered certain truths of his clear vision and strong 
leadership.  He ran a disciplined administration, in which 
his personal leadership was consistent and crucial.  His 
international leadership approach guided our country while 
balancing the domestic and military challenges of his day. 

The Eisenhower Memorial is strategically designed to symbolize 
this extraordinary career in a way that gives visitors a sense of 
this remarkable leader, the times he helped shape and define, 
and the enduring impact of his legacy.

The Lincoln Memorial is the best example of a singular image 
defining a memorial. It is a temple within a picturesque setting. 
The central image is the Lincoln statue, which is flanked by 
written narratives of the Gettysburg Address and a portion of 
Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address. The proposed Eisenhower 
Memorial invokes the same awe through a similar approach. 

The commemorative tapestry art will reflect the landscape 
of Abilene, Kansas, which is both Eisenhower’s hometown 
and the geographical center of the United States. America’s 
heartland is the heart of this Memorial. At the very center of 
the site is Eisenhower as a young man. Sculptures, bas reliefs 
and  quotations, will flank the centerpiece, providing a detailed 
and bold message of Eisenhower’s accomplishments.

The goal of the representational visual elements of the 
Memorial is to give visitors a range of Eisenhower’s experience 
and his influence in shaping his time, and our history. As a 
citizen, a soldier, and a president, Eisenhower represented the 
growth of American power in the increasingly interconnected 

world of the 20th century.  A boy raised where paved roads 
were a rarity, he created America’s vital interstate system.  A 
man who grew up in simple surroundings, he left the presidency 
with the preliminary plans in place that led to the Internet and 
the lunar landings.

Eisenhower’s life experiences exemplify the “American 
Experience.” The Midwestern landscape image is a metaphor 
for the United States as a whole, both as the geographic 
center (to the mile) as well as for a country evolving into its 
new  global role at the exact time of Eisenhower’s presidency. 
The Eisenhower Memorial represents the humility, poetry, and 
values instilled within the American landscape, which gave 
birth to one of the greatest US presidents. 

This is the essence of Dwight D. Eisenhower.

2.2 - MEMORIAL CORE
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MEMORIAL CORE - 2.2

VIEW OF MEMORIAL CORE AND TAPESTRY FROM MAYLAND AVENUE
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MEMORIAL CORE - 2.2

 The sculpture of Eisenhower as a young man establishes the 
narrative for the Memorial.  It shows the Eisenhower life as it 
embodies America’s story.  It creates the connection between 
the tapestry depiction of the Kansas landscape that evokes his 
core values of:

Strength 
Modesty 
Integrity

…and his future accomplishments as a General and President. 
The sculpture sits in front of the tapestry within the vast 
Midwestern landscape gazing at his future self in quiet 
contemplation.  This composition will invite the visitor to share 
in Eisenhower’s personal journey. 

The middle-American family and social values of Eisenhower’s 
youth in the simple world of his time and place would embody 
democratic values in the core of the man who would become 
the Supreme Allied Commander and President. He became 
the most popular man in the world. Multitudes of people – in 
countless countries – came to see him in the years following 
the war.

A simple man from the American heartland… who went on to 
accomplish the greatest of things that shaped the course of 
human history.

This is what made Eisenhower different – and this is what the 
Memorial must make clear for the generations of visitors who 
will come to see and learn about him.

YOUNG EISENHOWER SCULPTURE  

“Because no man is really a man who has 
left out of himself all of the boy,  I wanted 
to speak first of the dreams of a barefoot 
boy....  Always in his dreams is the day 
when he finally comes home to a welcome 
from his hometown.  Today, that dream 
of mine of 45 years or more ago has been 
realized beyond the wildest stretches of 
my own imagination, I came here, first, to 
thank you, to say the proudest thing I can 
claim is that I am from Abilene.”  

Homecoming Speech, Abilene, Kansas June 22, 1945

EISENHOWER AS A YOUNG MAN 
SKETCH MAQUETTE BY SERGEY EYLANBEKOV

EISENHOWER AS A YOUNG MAN VIEWED FROM MEMORIAL CORE
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GENERAL EISENHOWER MEMORIAL ELEMENT

The west side of the Memorial core devotes sculpture to 
honoring Eisenhower’s career as a military officer. The sculpture 
takes the observer back to June 1944, when Ike was Supreme 
Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Forces in Europe. 
He provided the leadership as commander of the forces that 
invaded Europe on D-Day.  To be successful, the sea, ground, 
and air forces of several nations had to be closely coordinated 
in a combined  assault on the Continent.  This was arguably the 
most politically complex wartime operation in history.  

Ike made the final, crucial decision to take advantage of a break 
in the weather and launch the assault. The statuary, which 
celebrates one of the many visits General Eisenhower made 
to see the troops before going into battle, is inspired  from a 
famous photograph of the General talking to the paratroopers 
of the United States 101st Airborne Division shortly before the 

invasion began. He was at ease talking to the men he would 
send into battle. This scene reminds the visitor that the General 
never forgot that he was asking his soldiers, sailors, and airmen 
to make a supreme sacrifice for their nations. Each soldier was 
to him the same sort of young man that he had been when 
he began his military career. The group representation on this 
side of the memorial sets the stage for the facing presidential 
monument.

The paratroopers are fully prepared for battle and Eisenhower 
is in his Class A uniform. During his days at Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force, Eisenhower normally 
wore this uniform, signifying his acceptance of his formal role 
as a supreme commander, not a combat commander. Even 
so, he exercised the general’s priority of tailoring the uniform, 
which he altered with his design of the less-formal and more 

comfortable short “Ike jacket”. This became a uniform norm 
throughout the officer corps.

The D-Day invasion showing the troops landing on the beach 
of Normandy, France, on June 6, 1944 is depicted in bas relief 
behind the sculptures. 

GENERAL EISENHOWER SPEAKING TO TROOPS WITH BAS RELIEF OF THE D-DAY INVASION IN NORMANDY 
MAQUETTE BY SERGEY EYLANBEKOV

2.2 - MEMORIAL CORE
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GENERAL EISENHOWER MEMORIAL ELEMENT 
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GENERAL EISENHOWER SCULPTURE AND LINTEL - SOUTH ELEVATION
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LINTEL QUOTE

The lintel above the General Eisenhower statue group contains 
a quote from Eisenhower’s D-Day Address to the Troops from 
June 6, 1944.  

Historical Context: As Eisenhower sent his men to storm the 
beaches of Normandy, he relayed a message to them over 
the radio.  The Invasion of Normandy, was a critical moment 
in World War II and one of the most important engagements 
in military history. General Eisenhower’s role in planning 
the invasion was crucial to securing an Allied defeat of Nazi 
Germany.

INSCRIPTION WALL 

Excerpts from the Guildhall Address of June 12, 1945 are 
carved into the Inscription Wall on the south elevation of the 
memorial element.  

Historical context:  Following the Allied defeat of Nazi Germany, 
General Eisenhower returned to London to celebrate the Allied 
victory and to receive honors from the British Nation. From 
the war-battered and ancient London Guildhall, Eisenhower 
delivered his speech upon receiving the “Freedom of the City 
of London” award from Lord Mayor Sir Frank Alexander, with 
Prime Minister Churchill and his cabinet looking on. That night 
Eisenhower also became the first American to receive the 
“Order of Merit” when King George VI presented the honor to 
him.

Eisenhower’s humble acceptance of these honors is one of the 
most noteworthy components of the “Guildhall Address.” He 
praised the sacrifices of his soldiers and recalled the hardships 
borne by the British people. Eisenhower remarked that, 
although he himself was far from his hometown - Abilene, 
Kansas - he had grown closer to the British people. Shared 

values united the two countries, for “kinship among nations 
is not determined in such measurements as proximity, size, 
and age. Rather we should turn to those inner things - call 
them what you will - I mean those intangibles that are the real 
treasures free men possess ... When we consider these things, 
then the valley of the Thames draws closer to the farms of 
Kansas and the plains of Texas.”

 “Guildhall Address” was a rhetorical triumph. The next day, 
British newspapers lauded Eisenhower for his words; the 
Daily Express even printed the full speech alongside Lincoln’s 
“Gettysburg Address.” The excerpt from the speech adds to 
the sculpture a verbal statement from a Supreme Commander 
who was comfortable with his troops, who wanted to see them 
as they prepared for their great mission, who understood that 
some of those individuals to whom he was speaking would die 
the next day in the service of their country.  

2.2 - MEMORIAL CORE

“The tide has turned!  The free men of the 
world are marching together to Victory!”

D-Day Address to the Troops, England, June 6, 1944

QUOTATIONS AND INSCRIPTION LAYOUT
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NORTH INSCRIPTION WALL ELEVATION 
PROPOSED DESIGN FOR FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS AND FAREWELL ADDRESS • THE DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER MEMORIAL     THE JOHN STEVENS SHOP     3/4” = 1’

36’�0”

12
’�0

”
9’

�6
”

VA
RI

ES

10’� 6”5’� 9” 10’� 6” 5’� 9”3’�6”

MEMORIAL CORE - 2.2QUOTATION AND INSCRIPTION LAYOUT 



EISENHOWER MEMORIAL
Gehry Partners l AECOM Joint Venture28

27

GENERAL EISENHOWER COLUMN - VICINITY PLAN INSCRIPTION LAYOUT

GENERAL EISENHOWER COMMEMORATIVE COLUMN

The Commission of Fine Arts in October of 2014, asked the design team to consider the 
commemorative purpose of the two northern columns of the project.  The current design 
proposes to dedicate each of these two columns to the dual accomplishments of Dwight 
D. Eisenhower as the Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force, and the 34th 
President of the United States.  The northwest column is dedicated to General Eisenhower, 
which is consistent with the Memorial core, where the General Memorial Element is on the 
west side.  Likewise, the northeast column would be dedicated to the President Eisenhower.    

Each column includes two bronze symbols mounted at eye level; the 5-star General Insignia, 
and the 1953 Inaugural Committee Medallion.  Below each symbol is bronze inlaid lettering 
indicating Eisenhower’s title and years of service for these accomplishments.  The design is 
located on the south side of the column and can be seen from the approach walkways as 
visitors begin their entrance into the memorial park.   

2.2 - MEMORIAL CORE GENERAL EISENHOWER MEMORIAL COLUMN 
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GENERAL EISENHOWER COLUMN - SOUTH ELEVATION

COLUMN PLAN DETAIL

ELEVATION DETAIL

BRONZE INLAY 
OF GENERAL 
5 STAR INSIGNIA

2” HIGH BRONZE 
INLAY LETTERS

STONE PANEL

MEMORIAL CORE - 2.2GENERAL EISENHOWER MEMORIAL COLUMN 
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2.2 - MEMORIAL CORE

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER MEMORIAL ELEMENT

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER MEMORIAL ELEMENT
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PRESIDENT EISENHOWER MEMORIAL ELEMENT

When Dwight David Eisenhower took office on January 20, 
1953, he already had a deep-rooted understanding of America’s 
role in the world and the changes that were threatening our 
nation’s blend of a democracy and a capitalist economy. Even 
some of America’s strongest European allies were swinging 
away from the U.S. style of political economy. President 
Eisenhower reflected on how gravely the United States would 
be weakened if we no longer had the trading partners with 
whom we had long done business. 

These ominous transitions were taking place in a world in which 
the United States was directly threatened by hostile military 
powers for the first time since the early nineteenth century.   
In this challenging setting, President Eisenhower provided 
the United States and the free world the firm leadership that 
was needed to keep the peace.   He recognized that the great 
challenge for America was to win the peace without sacrificing 
the country’s democracy or destroying its market-oriented 
economy. To do so, he charted what he called the “middle way.”  

His “middle way” sought to balance our domestic political 
and economic needs with our needs for global preparedness.    
With a strong economy, a vibrant democracy, and a powerful 
military, we would send a clear message to our current and 
potential adversaries that the United States would resist their 
advances then and in the future.

To capture Eisenhower’s leadership style, the presidential 
monument employs bronze statues on a heroic scale, set in 
the White House’s oval office.  As befits his role as both Chief 
Executive and Commander-in-Chief, Eisenhower stands at 
the center of the room. To his left is a military advisor, and 
to the President’s right are two civilian advisors from the 
administration.  The figures symbolize the tensions that existed 
between the need to be active in world affairs, sometimes 
with force, and the need to preserve peaceful relations.  The 
President is shown in the center, in charge, balancing the 
constant, sometimes conflicting demands of national security 
and peaceful progress in a prosperous, democratic society.  

The bas relief has been revised to a map of the world carved 
in shallow relief.   The map is symbolic of Eisenhower as 
a statesman with an international perspective and global 
leadership in the pursuit of peace.  

The contrast between the presidential side of the memorial 
and the World War II figures is appropriate to the theme 
of winning the peace. There is less obvious drama in the 
Presidential statuary than in that representing his generalship; 
this is consistent with the contrast between the hard, continual, 
grinding work of preserving the nation’s peace and prosperity 
and the immediacy of war and the crucial days or weeks that 
can determine the outcome of even the greatest battles.  Still, 
the threat of war and the need to be prepared and strong 
would not go away during the eight years of the Eisenhower 
Administrations.  His strategy was successful. The middle way 
worked, and the monument honors that great achievement.
 

MEMORIAL CORE - 2.2

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER WITH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN ADVISORS
MAQUETTE BY SERGEY EYLANBEKOV
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LINTEL QUOTE

On the lintel above the president statuary, is a quotation from 
the “Second Inaugural Address” on January 21, 1957.  

Historical Context:  Like the First Innaugural Address, Eisenhow-
er’s Second focused on values of foreign policy. The previous 
year, 1956, had been a turbulent one; the uprising in Hungary, 
the Suez Crisis were fresh in Eisenhower’s mind. Thus, Eisen-
hower focused on unity, and equality between nations. He said, 
“there must be law, steadily invoked and respected by all na-
tions, for without law, the world promises only such meager 
justice as the pity of the strong upon the weak.”   Unlike Soviet 
leaders, who sought “to rule by force” Eisenhower wanted the 
United States to “heal a divided world.” 
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INSCRIPTION WALL 

The left of the Inscription Wall,  will contain an excerpt from the 
President’s First Inaugural Address, on January 20, 1953. 

Historical Context: Having defeated the great statesman Adlai 
Stevenson in the 1952 presidential election, Eisenhower was 
sworn in by Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson using two bibles: 
one used by Washington at the first inauguration, and one 
he received from his mother upon graduating West Point. 
Eisenhower spoke of the role American values would play in 
the Cold War. 

Foreign policy was the central theme of Eisenhower’s address. 
He remarked that the Cold War was a struggle in which the 
“forces of good and evil are massed and armed and opposed 
as rarely before in history.” Eisenhower saw the conflict in 
moral terms, a global struggle between freedom and slavery. 
Stressing the benefits of interdependence and the necessity 
of peace, he laid out nine principles to guide American 
foreign policy. The quotation is closely coordinated with the 
statuary showing Eisenhower providing leadership in civil and 
military relations. He emphasized the importance through 
his presidency of remaining strong without undercutting the 
private and public values that made America a society worthy 
of our respect and support. During his presidency, he largely 
abided by his commitments to those principles. 

On the right side of the Inscription Wall is a quote from 
Eisenhower’s Farewell Address, January 17, 1961.

Historical Context: Eisenhower’s Farewell Address is one of his 
best known speeches.  In many ways, Eisenhower modelled his 
speech upon the one George Washington gave at the end of his 
Presidency.  In Washington’s Farewell Address, he encouraged 
Americans to seek unity and to resist faction. He also warned 
of the dangers of permanent alliances and spoke against 
“overgrown military establishments which, under any form of 
government, are inauspicious to liberty.” 

Eisenhower approached his own Farewell Address similarly, 
praising the values which make America strong, but also 
giving words of caution. He warned the American people of 
the dangers that come with unjustified increases in military 
expenditures during peacetime. Although Eisenhower knew 
that a strong military was essential during the Cold War, he 
was cautious of the growing lobby of private military-industrial 
interests. To many it was sobering that a former professional 
soldier would relay such a message.  The excerpts from this 
famous speech capture two elements shown in the statuary, 
that is the military and civilian spokesmen; Eisenhower saw 
his role as balancing military strength with the strength of a 
free society and a productive economy.  The  “middle way” was 
Eisenhower’s way. 

“We look upon this shaken earth, and we 
declare our firm and fixed purpose- the 
building of a peace with justice in a world 
where moral law prevails.”

Second Inaugural Address,  January 21, 1957 

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER SCULPTURE AND LINTEL - SOUTH ELEVATION

2.2 - MEMORIAL CORE QUOTATIONS AND INSCRIPTION LAYOUT 
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PRESIDENT EISENHOWER COLUMN - VICINITY PLAN 

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER COLUMN 

INSCRIPTION LAYOUT

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER COMMEMORATIVE COLUMN

Similar to the General Commemorative Column, the design proposes to dedicate the northwest 
column to the 34th President of the United States.   The  column includes the 1953 Inaugural 
Committee Medallion.  Below the medallion, are bronze inlaid letters indicating Eisenhower’s 
title and years of service as President.  The design is located on the south side of the column 
and can be seen from the approach walkways as visitors enter the memorial park.   

2.2 - MEMORIAL CORE
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PRESIDENT EISENHOWER COLUMN - SOUTH ELEVATION

COLUMN PLAN DETAIL

ELEVATION DETAIL

BRONZE INAUGURAL 
MEDALLION

2” HIGH BRONZE 
INLAY LETTERS

STONE PANEL

MEMORIAL CORE - 2.2PRESIDENT EISENHOWER COLUMN 
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MEMORIAL TAPESTRY 

“Whatever America hopes to bring to pass in the world must first 
come to pass in the heart of America.”

First Inaugural Address, January 20, 1953  

The tapestry is a unique method of memorialization presented for the Eisenhower Memorial. 
As previously described, the tapestry serves as a commemorative Memorial element as well 
as an urban site planning element, to create both a physical and symbolic context for Dwight 
D. Eisenhower. 
 
The stainless steel tapestry, positioned at the southern perimeter of the site frames the 
urban park with images reflecting the “American Landscape” and plains of Abilene, Kansas. 
The tapestry creates an autonomous and picturesque experience, framing the context of 
Eisenhower’s early life,  and bringing a piece of the American heartland to Washington D.C.  
The landscape of the Kansas plains suggests its own simple and beautiful ontology and set of 
values. This actual and symbolic landscape formed the lens through which Eisenhower saw the 

rest of the world. He recognized and stated this fact throughout his life: “I come from the very 
heart of America,” and “Whatever America hopes to bring to pass in the world must first come 
to pass in the heart of America.”

The tapestry is composed of stainless steel cable of various sizes welded to create a drawing 
through the use of line and transparency. The image is inherent to the cable structure, providing 
a two sided image (mirrored) which changes dramatically throughout the day with the passing 
light, from bright and reflective to dark as silhouette. The tapestry will be attached to a cable 
net structural system which spans between the colonnade. The tapestry will have vertical and 
horizontal seams at a width of 3 feet and 15 feet in vertical length.  

The tapestry art has been further refined since October 2014.  The current composition now 
includes the Eisenhower homestead in Abilene, Kansas.  The trees and other features have 
been revised to emphasize the openness and expansiveness of the Midwestern plains. 

2.2 - MEMORIAL CORE TAPESTRY ART

CURRENT - TAPESTRY COMPOSITION

OCTOBER 2014 - TAPESTRY COMPOSITION
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VIEW OF MEMORIAL CORE AND TAPESTRY FROM MARYLAND AVENUE

MEMORIAL CORE - 2.2TAPESTRY ART
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2.3 LANDSCAPE DESIGN

The landscape design, along with the tapestry, evokes a landscape 
character reminiscent of Eisenhower’s formative years, in 
the town and countryside he knew so well; the “heartland of 
America.” The design intent is to create a landscape abstraction 
of the Abilene landscape that is spatially, texturally, and scale 
compatible.  The Memorial landscape design is conceived as an 
unfolding experience constructed to reveal individual elements 
of interest along walks and vistas.  The Memorial grounds create 
an opportunity for discovery and experience the juxtaposition of 
shade trees, understory trees, and ground plane.

The landscape design is a counterpoint to the rectilinear tapestry 
and Memorial core. The tree groupings are composed to create 
specific view relationships with the tapestry, the Memorial 
elements and the pedestrian experience. The planting scheme  
focuses the visual environment as the visitor approaches and 
moves through a landscape of direct and filtered views. The 
landscape provides shaded places, sunny open vistas, and a 
reflective environment for visitors to contemplate the 34th 
President, Dwight D. Eisenhower. The visitor will be able to 
experience the full spatial context from ground, to the memorial 
elements, and tapestry; and up to the sky-dome as an implicitly 
a fundamental experience.

The tapestry provides consistency, continuity and a visually 
arresting connection between images and living things, 
reinforcing the message of landscape’s power to shape man’s 
character. Landscape and tapestry together create emotional 
connectivity within the Memorial environment. 

The landscape with its trees and lawn draws from the precedent 
of Washington’s well-known downtown green spaces and 
creates a moving Memorial setting. Tree characteristics and 
species to provide edge definition,  to create shaded and sunny 
outdoor places, and to modulate spatial character with the 
seasonal experience and the passage of time.

Scale and species characteristics of trees are layered to create 
space, movement through the site, and interaction with the 
tapestry. Trees are placed mostly within taller lawn areas, with 
some placed in paving and planters at the entrance plazas and 
at the Memorial core, where both shade and hard surfaces to 
accommodate visitors.  

Along the Maryland Avenue axis, an allée of trees has been 
envisioned to define the viewshed towards the Capitol dome. 
The spacing of the trees along the allée have become less regular 
by introducing voids in the planting and altering spacing so that 
the axis is defined by the edge of the grove and not necessarily 
a traditional allée. The Maryland Avenue cartway is expressed 
with a continuous well-groomed and reinforced lawn which 
carries the wide spatial vista uninterrupted.

The ground plane is united with simple, easily-navigated 
walkways and a greensward accessible from any point on the 
perimeter and within. The landscape is simply articulated as 
either mown lawn – along Maryland Avenue - or as a more 
casual ungroomed lawn. The extent of green landscaped ground 
plane is maximized and treated as a horizontal environment. 

The elevated Promenade in front of the Lyndon B. Johnson 
building distinguishes this area from the Memorial, and provides 
accessible entry to the building’s ground floor. The Promenade 
permits a freely-accessible perambulation of the entire 
Memorial. 

The two entrance points to the Memorial at the northeast and 
northwest corners lead visitors along main approach walks 
toward the central Memorial core. The walkways are more 
intimate with understory tree placement. The walkways to the 
Memorial provide seating and generous plaza space for people 
in groups and families, and for pedestrian circulation. The 
perimeter sidewalks and street tree placement surrounding the 
square interconnect the Memorial with the precinct. 

While the tree species selection in the Memorial extends 
a consistent canopy character and plant palette across the 
park, the street trees along the perimeter of the site follow 
city standards of planting. Street tree planting, in spacious 
planting strips, is integrated with street lighting, related typical 
streetscape appurtenances and with the standard exposed 
aggregate city sidewalk paving for the area. 

The micro-climate of the Memorial will be both sunny and 
shaded. Shade is provided by the high canopy of the significant 
number of large trees, and by the presence of surrounding 
buildings. Shaded gathering areas occur under trees in lawn and 
pavement, and sunnier prospects are articulated at the core 
Memorial elements. The ambiance of the Memorial landscape 
will present a reflective, open and shade-dappled, airy and light-
filled urban memorial.

2.3 - LANDSCAPE DESIGN
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OCTOBER 2014 APPROVED PRELIMINARY DESIGN

CURRENT  DESIGN
LANDSCAPE DESIGN - 2.3

SUMMARY OF LANDSCAPE REVISIONS:

• Street trees have been regulated.  They are now evenly 
spaced along Independence Avenue and re-spaced along 
4th and 6th Streets.   

• The openings in the tree canopy along Independence 
Avenue looking towards the Memorial core have been 
eliminated, strengthening the opening along Maryland 
Avenue and minimizing pedestrian circulation mid-block to 
Independence. 

• The tree canopy has been refined, there are now less trees 
allowing ample sunlight for the groundplane. 

• The tree species have been modified to amplify the layered 
approach with larger trees in the center of the memorial 
that have more character and habit. 

• Single stem Riverbirch has replaced the Promenade trees. 
• Nellie Stevens Holly has replaced the trees in the sunken 

courtyard. 
• Understory trees have been refined for a more intimate 

experience along the pathways and around the central 
core. 

• The granite curb along the historic cartway along Maryland 
has increased in width. 
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Flowering Dogwood
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TURF TYPE 1
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GRANITE CURB DETAIL - CURRENT DESIGNGRANITE CURB DETAIL - OCTOBER 2014

04SECTION THROUGH PT-5 GRANITE MOW STRIP ASSEMBLY04SECTION THROUGH PT-5 GRANITE MOW STRIP ASSEMBLY

1
2
3

AMBAR LIMESTONE PAVERS 
AMBAR AND GRANITE PAVERS
PRECAST CONCRETE PAVERS
EXPOSED AGGREGATE CONCRETE
GRANITE CURB

PAVING PLAN KEY:

4
5

5

5

2.3 - LANDSCAPE DESIGN

In response to Section 106 comments, the granite curb marking 
the historic cartway of Maryland Avenue has been increased in 
width from 9” to 18”.  In addition to the distinction between 
groomed lawn and taller grasses, this curb increases the visual 
prominence of the Maryland Avenue on the groundplane.  



EISENHOWER MEMORIAL
Gehry Partners l AECOM Joint Venture 43

VIEW OF MARYLAND AVENUE LOOKING SOUTHWEST

LANDSCAPE DESIGN - 2.3
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2.4 - INFORMATION CENTER

2.4 INFORMATION CENTER

The Information Center is located along 4th Street at the southeast end of the site. 
It is a small support building, with a footprint of 2,430 square feet that houses a 
bookstore, a ranger contact station, and public restrooms. The building is one story 
at grade. The building also has a basement with mechanical and electrical equipment 
to serve the building and provides general storage for the NPS maintenance supplies. 

Function is the driving force for the design of the building which will serve the 
needs of the National Park Service to maintain the site, provide ranger contact and 
information, and serve educational needs through book sales. The building utilizes the 
similar materials proposed throughout the Memorial project site. The architectural 
language is simple and minimal to blend in with surrounding neighborhood. The 
design intent is not to compete architecturally with the Memorial elements, but 
rather complement and serve the needs of the National Park Service. 

OCTOBER 2014 NCPC APPROVED DESIGN

PUBLIC ENTRANCE

21

KEY PLAN

3

4
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WEST ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION SOUTH ELEVATION

EAST ELEVATION NORTH ELEVATION

1 3

2 4

67’-0” 36’-3”

INFORMATION CENTER - 2.4
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2.5 LYNDON B. JOHNSON PROMENADE

LYNDON B. JOHNSON PROMENADE PLAN

The Lyndon B. Johnson Promenade serves as a separate and distinct forecourt to the Department 
of Education building. The Promenade provides a grander entrance to the north facade of the 
building elevated above the Memorial to create a new base for the building. Several features are 
being proposed to enhance the Department of Education entrance and serve as a functional and 
active pedestrian space as well as create a positive interaction with the Eisenhower Memorial.  
The northern edge of the Promenade defines three distinct areas along the long facade of the 
LBJ building. 

On the west end of the Promenade is a zone that has been designed to add a permanent 
exterior exhibition space. Children’s art work is one possibility for a choice in programming 
this area. The steps adjacent to the planters, which address the grade change between the 
Promenade and the Memorial, can be used as seating areas and small gathering spaces looking 
onto the Memorial park. The northwestern corner of the LBJ building is the proposed interior 
location to house a future public outreach for the Department of Education, which could 
include a retail component. 

The Memorial Overlook takes advantage of the area between two large planters within the 
Promenade for larger group events.  Ramps and stairs provide access to the Memorial from 
the Promenade. Adjacent to the interior cafeteria, an outdoor seating and dining area can be 
developed for use by the Department of Education employees and the public. The circulation 
from the sunken courtyard has been reconfigured to allow for the development of a green 
space that serves as an amenity to the existing library below.  

The entrance vestibules to the LBJ building have been augmented with a simple canopy to 
distinguish the entry locations.
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2.5 - LBJ PROMENADE
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VIEW        OF PROMENADE AT NORTHWEST CORNER OF DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BUILDINGA 

LBJ PROMENADE - 2.5
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2.6   SIGNAGE AND WAYFINDING

The Memorial signage is utilizing the National Park Service signage guidelines developed for 
all National Mall and Memorial Parks in Washington D.C. to navigate the site and surrounding 
area. The five wayfinding pylons will guide visitors to major parts of the site and identify key 
cultural institutions in the surrounding area, including the adjacent Department of Education. 
The pylons include restrictive signage to inform visitors. Two map kiosks are located at the 
entry plaza entrances to orient visitors.

The Lyndon B. Johnson Department of Education building identification signage at the 
Promenade entrances on 4th and 6th street conforms the GSA?NCR signage system guidelines. 
At the entrance of the Information Center near 4th Street,  is a tactile sign for the sight impaired 
visitors.  

CURRENT MEMORIAL SIGNAGE DESIGN
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PG 002 Wayfinding Pedestrian Guide Pylon
This wayfinding sign provides directions to monuments, museums and nearby Mall amenities. The pylon also 
accommodates information governing site usage such as: No Pets, No Food/Drinks, No Smoking, etc.

PG 002
Pedestrian guide symbol and arrow graphics on 
Porcelain Enamel graphics

PG 031 Map Kiosk
This sign type is a low rise map that provides information 
about National Mall and Memorial Park sites and regulatory 
information.

4’
-0

”

5’-0”

S3  Department of Education Building Identification Signage
This sign identifies the LBJ Department of Education Building 
at the 4th Street and 6th Street entrance to the Promenade. 
The signage design conforms to the GSA/NCR signage 
guidelines. 

9’
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”

8’
-8

”

2’-6”

SECTION THRU PLANTER WALL @ TACTILE SIGN1 SECTION THRU PLANTER WALL @ TACTILE SIGN1

2’
-3

”

1’-0”

2’-4”

135

9’-3”

SIGNAGE AND WAYFINDING - 2.6

S2 Tactile Site Map near the Information Center  
This tactile sign is located directly across from the entrance to the Information building.  The sign provides sight-
impaired visitors with an overview of  the Memorial. A raised bronze plaque mounted on an painted steel frame, 
similar to the Map Kiosk,  contains a map of the site with an identification of the visitors location.  Key quotes from the  
General and President Memorial elements are included in brail.  The speech sources for the longer quotations of each 
memorial element are also referenced.   
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3.0  DESIGN RESPONSE TO NCPC COMMISSION ACTION

 3.1 PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

 3.2  PERIMETER SECURITY

 3.3  LIGHTING DESIGN

 RESPONSE TO NCPC GENERAL PLANNING RELATED ISSUES - 3.0

This section addresses the General Planning Related Issues from the April 4, 2014 Commission Action, 
that are noted in the October 2014 Commission Action to be addressed. Below are the NCPC com-
ments for general planning related issues from the April 2014 Commission Action.   

1. Pedestrian Circulation:  The proposed circulation is too narrowly focused on providing access from the 
site corners to the Memorial core and needs to take into consideration likely circulation patterns along 
Maryland Avenue and mid-block from Independence Avenue.

2. Perimeter Security:  The proposed bollards along LBJ Promenade should be eliminated, particularly 
those located at the base of the Memorial Overlook, or modified in design and spacing to maintain the 
openness of the Promenade and avoid unnecessary obstructions to pedestrian circulation.

3. Lighting:  As a commemorative work located within the urban fabric of the city, the design of the 
Memorial lighting should be informed by lighting at other similarly situated public spaces and must not 
diminish the nighttime prominence of the U.S. Capitol Building along the Maryland Avenue viewshed.



EISENHOWER MEMORIAL
Gehry Partners l AECOM Joint Venture52

3.1 - PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

The NCPC Commission requested the design team review the pedestrian circulation and take 
into consideration the likely circulation patterns along Maryland Avenue and mid-block from 
Independence Avenue.   

The landscape design has been revised to eliminate the break in the street trees and canopy 
trees along Independance Avenue.  This change reduces the vistas at this location and will deter 
pedestrian circulation to the center of the memorial.   

Based on current pedestrian use in the area, it is believed that the primary pedestrian 
circulation onto the site will occur at the two corners: Independence Avenue and 4th Street, 
and Independence Avenue and 6th street. A  secondary circulation pattern onto the site is from 
Maryland Avenue and 6th Street. The current design has generous paved areas at the entry plazas 
and the Information Center to accommodate a variety of circulation patterns on the designed 
pathways.     

The entire groundplane in the Memorial park site is accessible.  The turf and soil design have 
been carefully considered for high traffic use throughout the park.  The groomed lawn along 
Maryland Avenue is intended to offer a unique opportunity for pedestrians to experience the 
views to and from the Capitol.

The design team has considered  a number of studies for a paved walkway along Maryland Avenue 
in response to comments from agencies and stakeholders. The team believes the addition of a 
diagonal pathway interrupts the unity of the current site organization and clarity of circulation.  A 
pathway also  compromises the unique feature of the Memorial landscape design with an open 
greensward along Maryland Avenue.     

3.1 PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION
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• THE CORNERS OF THE SITE ARE THE PRIMARY SITE ENTRANCES
• THE CENTER OF THE MEMORIAL CAN BE ACCESSED FROM ALL CORNERS 

OF THE SITE

PRIMARY SITE ENTRANCES
PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS
PEDESTRIAN ENTRY POINTS
VISTA POINTS

OCTOBER 2014- PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION DIAGRAM 

CURRENT DESIGN - PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION DIAGRAM 

PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION- 3.1
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SECURITY PERIMETER  FOR LBJ BUILDING 

MEMORIAL OVERLOOK

MEMORIAL CORE

LYNDON B. JOHNSON PROMENADE

LYNDON B. JOHNSON DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BUILDING

TERRACED SEATING 

AREAS PROTECTED BY BOLLARDS 
AREAS PROTECTED BY PLANTER WALLS

LBJ PERIMETER SECURITY - CURRENT DESIGN

MEMORIAL OVERLOOK

MEMORIAL CORE

LYNDON B. JOHNSON PROMENADE

LYNDON B. JOHNSON DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BUILDING

SECURITY PERIMETER  FOR LBJ BUILDING 

SECURITY PERIMETER  FOR LBJ BUILDING 

TERRACED SEATING 

LBJ PERIMETER SECURITY - OCTOBER 2014 DESIGN

3.2 - PERIMETER SECURITY
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PERIMETER SECURITY- 3.2

The Lyndon B. Johnson Promenade serves as a separate amenity and forecourt to the Department 
of Education building. The Promenade provides a new grand entrance to the north facade of the 
building elevated above the Memorial site by a change of grade.   

A 50-foot security perimeter buffer has been established on the northern side of the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Department of Education.  The perimeter is formed by a retaining wall at the northern 
edge of the LBJ Promenade and fortified by security bollards at the eastern and western 
Promenade entries from Fourth and Sixth Streets, respectively.  The bollards and knee walls, and 
associated foundations, are designed to be capable of resisting a two and half ton truck travelling 
at 30 miles per hour. 

The overlook stairs were modified to eliminate the need for some bollards by shortening the 
stairs along the east and west side, in front of the tapestry columns.  The terraced seating along 
the northwestern edge of the LBJ Promenade has been revised to eliminate the need for bollards 
by adding a structural wall at the top of the seating.  The wall will be clad in precast architectural 
concrete similar to the Promenade planters.         

3.2 LYNDON B. JOHNSON PERIMETER SECURITY

SECTION THROUGH TERRACED SEATING

TERRACED SEATING 

There are two areas of terraced seating at the northwestern 
edge of the Promenade.  The  need for bollards at the base of the 
terraced seating was removed by introducing a new structural 
wall at the top of the seating area aligned with the planters. The 
wall forms a back to the upper seating tier, and allows access to 
the stairs on either side of the seating area.  

The structural wall will be clad in precast architectural concrete, 
similar to the planters and other retaining walls along the 
Promenade’s northern edge. 

PROMENADE TERRACED SEATING PLAN NEW STRUCTURAL WALL

4’-0” 4’-0”
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ASK-239

DETAIL SECTION THRU RT-4 HANDRAIL2

OVERLOOK STAIR SECTION
ALTERNATIVE WITH BOLLARDS IN LIEU OF STRUCTURAL WALLS1

SECTION THROUGH OVERLOOK STAIR - CURRENT DESIGN

MEMORIAL CORE

OVERLOOK STAIR PLAN DETAIL - CURRENT DESIGN 
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MEMORIAL OVERLOOK STAIRS - CURRENT DESIGN

Since the November 2014 Information session, the overlook 
stairs were modified further to reduce the bollards in response 
to the NCPC and CFA comments suggesting bollards will maintain 
a more open stair.  
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SECTION THROUGH OVERLOOK STAIR - NOVEMBER 2014

MEMORIAL OVERLOOK STAIRS - NOVEMBER 2014 DESIGN

In November, 2014, this revision to the overlook stair was 
reviewed in the NCPC Information Session.  The design was 
modified to remove the need for bollards with the addition of a 
structural wall, clad in stone.  CFA expressed concern structural 
walls breaking up the stair in March 2015, so the design team 
made additional changes reflected in the current design.  

The stairs were also shortened in front of the tapestry columns 
by extending the overlook platform. This area is supported by a 
structural clad in stone knee wall.  

MEMORIAL OVERLOOK

MEMORIAL CORE

OVERLOOK STAIR PLAN DETAIL - NOVEMBER 2014

STRUCTURAL WALL 
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3.3  LIGHTING DESIGN

MEMORIAL AS FOCAL POINT OR ICON: 

The avenues of the Washington D.C. masterplan terminate at focal points, which often exhibit the city’s 
memorials. These nodes create a critical identity for the city, as the avenues create view corridors 
directly to the memorial elements on a series of axes. During the day the memorials are highlighted by 
their placement within these nodes.  However, their hierarchy in relationship to their surroundings is 
actually even more accentuated at night where the lighting amplifies their presence.  As the memorials 
become termini for the views around the city, the lighting of the memorials evokes the very nature of the 
masterplan’s structure. They become the glowing icons of the nation’s capital.

G E N E R A L  L I G H T I N G  C O N C E P T S  -  E X I S T I N G  A V E N U E S  A N D  I C O N S

ELLICOTT / L’ENFANT URBAN PLAN OF WASHINGTON DC WITH FOCAL POINTS HIGHLIGHTED  

D E S I G N  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R E S E N T A T I O N  -  E I S E N H O W E R  M E M O R I A L  -  1 1 . 0 8 . 1 1

L ’ O B S E R V A T O I R E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L ,  L I G H T I N G  D E S I G N E R S      1 2 0  W A L K E R  S T R E E T    7 T H  F L O O R     N E W  Y O R K      N Y  1 0 0 1 3

AVENUES AS VOLUMES OF LIGHT: 

Perhaps as critical to the perception of the memorials as the sculptures and buildings themselves are 
the avenues that bind the city together.  An avenue in this context affords the view of the icons that dot 
the urban plan, creating an axially intense foreground through which the memorial can be viewed from 
a distance.  During the day, these avenues create a spatial axis of view toward the memorials, often 
flanked by trees or adjacent buildings. 

During the night, these avenues become consistent corridors of illumination where the ‘volume’ of the 
street is filled with light.  In counterbalance with the icons, the avenue has a presence that is defined by 
it’s binding surfaces; the street surface and the adjacent building facades.

The termini of the avenues are defined by icons, whereas the avenues that bind them are defined by 
volume.

G E N E R A L  L I G H T I N G  C O N C E P T S  -  E X I S T I N G  A V E N U E S  A N D  I C O N S

ELLICOTT / L’ENFANT URBAN PLAN OF WASHINGTON DC WITH AVENUES HIGHLIGHTED 

EXISTING AVENUE IMAGES OF WASHINGTON DC

D E S I G N  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R E S E N T A T I O N  -  E I S E N H O W E R  M E M O R I A L  -  1 1 . 0 8 . 1 1

L ’ O B S E R V A T O I R E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L ,  L I G H T I N G  D E S I G N E R S      1 2 0  W A L K E R  S T R E E T    7 T H  F L O O R     N E W  Y O R K      N Y  1 0 0 1 3

MEMORIAL AS FOCAL POINT OR ICON: 

The avenues of the Washington D.C. masterplan terminate at focal points, which often exhibit the city’s 
memorials. These nodes create a critical identity for the city, as the avenues create view corridors 
directly to the memorial elements on a series of axes. During the day the memorials are highlighted by 
their placement within these nodes.  However, their hierarchy in relationship to their surroundings is 
actually even more accentuated at night where the lighting amplifies their presence.  As the memorials 
become termini for the views around the city, the lighting of the memorials evokes the very nature of the 
masterplan’s structure. They become the glowing icons of the nation’s capital.

G E N E R A L  L I G H T I N G  C O N C E P T S  -  E X I S T I N G  A V E N U E S  A N D  I C O N S

ELLICOTT / L’ENFANT URBAN PLAN OF WASHINGTON DC WITH FOCAL POINTS HIGHLIGHTED  

D E S I G N  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R E S E N T A T I O N  -  E I S E N H O W E R  M E M O R I A L  -  1 1 . 0 8 . 1 1

L ’ O B S E R V A T O I R E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L ,  L I G H T I N G  D E S I G N E R S      1 2 0  W A L K E R  S T R E E T    7 T H  F L O O R     N E W  Y O R K      N Y  1 0 0 1 3

AVENUES AS VOLUMES OF LIGHT: 

Perhaps as critical to the perception of the memorials as the sculptures and buildings themselves are 
the avenues that bind the city together.  An avenue in this context affords the view of the icons that dot 
the urban plan, creating an axially intense foreground through which the memorial can be viewed from 
a distance.  During the day, these avenues create a spatial axis of view toward the memorials, often 
flanked by trees or adjacent buildings. 

During the night, these avenues become consistent corridors of illumination where the ‘volume’ of the 
street is filled with light.  In counterbalance with the icons, the avenue has a presence that is defined by 
it’s binding surfaces; the street surface and the adjacent building facades.

The termini of the avenues are defined by icons, whereas the avenues that bind them are defined by 
volume.

G E N E R A L  L I G H T I N G  C O N C E P T S  -  E X I S T I N G  A V E N U E S  A N D  I C O N S

ELLICOTT / L’ENFANT URBAN PLAN OF WASHINGTON DC WITH AVENUES HIGHLIGHTED 

EXISTING AVENUE IMAGES OF WASHINGTON DC

D E S I G N  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R E S E N T A T I O N  -  E I S E N H O W E R  M E M O R I A L  -  1 1 . 0 8 . 1 1

L ’ O B S E R V A T O I R E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L ,  L I G H T I N G  D E S I G N E R S      1 2 0  W A L K E R  S T R E E T    7 T H  F L O O R     N E W  Y O R K      N Y  1 0 0 1 3

MEMORIAL AS FOCAL POINT OR ICON

The monumental avenues of Washington D.C. terminate at focal points, which often exhibit the 
city’s memorials.  These nodes create a critical identity for the city, as the avenues create view 
corridors directly to the memorial elements on a series of axes.  During the day the memorials 
are highlighted by their placement within these nodes.  However their hierarchy in relationship 
to their surroundings is actually even more accentuated at night where the lighting amplifies 
their presence.  As the memorials become termini for the views around the city, the lighting 
of the memorials evokes the very nature of the urban planning structure.  They become the 
glowing icons of the nation’s capital.

AVENUES AS VOLUMES OF LIGHT

Perhaps as critical to the perception of the memorials as the sculptures and buildings 
themselves, are the avenues that bind the city together.  An avenue in this context affords the 
view of the icons that dot the urban plan, creating an axially intense foreground through which 
the Memorial can be viewed from a distance.  During the day, these avenues create a spatial 
axis of view toward the memorials, often flanked by trees or adjacent buildings. 

During the night these avenues become consistent corridors of illumination where the 
‘volume’ of the street is filled with light.  In counter balance with the icons, the avenue has a 
presence that is defined by it’s binding surfaces, the street surfaces and the adjacent facades.  
The termini of the avenues are defined by icons, whereas the avenues that bind them are 
defined by volume. 

3.3 - LIGHTING DESIGN
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TAPESTRY MOCK-UP 
ILLUMINATED AT NIGHT

THE SITE AND ITS AVENUE AS AN URBAN ROOM 

The site for the Eisenhower Memorial is a part of the network of avenues that bind the 
D.C. landscape. As a part of this network of avenues, the lighting concept responds to the 
Eisenhower Memorial as a volume of light. Just as the other avenues of the city are bound 
spatially by the roadway surface and the surrounding buildings, the Eisenhower Memorial uses 
the tapestry elements, Memorial blocks, and horizontal landscape plane as its binding lighting 
elements.

The lighting enhances the context that is embraced by the surfaces of the Memorial elements 
as opposed to lighting the pieces of the Memorial as individual objects or icons. This approach 
is more in keeping with the contextual relationship of the Eisenhower Memorial to its urban 
surroundings.

The lighting within the site is made up of continuous uplighting for the Memorial elements, 
and a more accented, organically distributed downlighting for the rest of the Memorial site. 
This creates a horizontal and vertical layering of light through the site, creating a place that is 
at once a Memorial, an avenue, and a landscape.

LIGHTING DESIGN - 3.3
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The Memorial uses the Tapestry, Memorial 
elements, and the horizontal landscape plane 
as its binding lighting elements.
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NIGHT VIEW TOWARDS THE MEMORIAL FROM MARYLAND AVENUE
SITE LIGHTING 

3.3 - LIGHTING DESIGN

The lighting concept is a horizontal layering of light. This 
layering allows the light to reinforce the transition from 
human scale to the larger Memorial elements. In some 
cases, this layering keeps the illumination at the surfaces of 
the pathways themselves to reduce the glare of light as one 
looks at the Memorial and surrounding contexts and iconic 
views. At an intermediate height, the lighting allows for the 
subtle illumination of Memorial objects or landscape that is 
above human height. Along with the pathway lighting, this 

layer creates a sense of intimacy that is crucial in an urban 
context dedicated to a memorial. The upper layers of lighting 
will illuminate the tapestry.   The overall intent of layering the 
lighting is to make illumination feel like it is originating from 
the areas around the Memorial objects themselves, similar 
to a group of people drawn to a candle in the center of an 
otherwise a dark room. 

When looking into the Memorial site from surrounding streets, 
subtle view corridors are embraced by the layering of light. The 

ambient light from the street will create a subtle boundary.  As 
you look past this boundary, the larger trees in the foreground 
are rendered in silhouette. The glow of the green space and 
Memorial elements behind the trees renders them in subtle 
shadow. This allows for the Memorial core to glow at the 
center of the entire site. The rest of the lighting that is seen 
other than these Memorial elements is at the human scale; the 
lighting simply dances along the surfaces of the grass and the 
paved pathways.
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RENDERED LIGHTING PLAN - CURRENT DESIGN

LIGHTING DESIGN - 3.3
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NIGHT VIEW OF MARYLAND AVENUE VIEWSHED TOWARDS CAPITOL

The lighting concept allows the visual progression of Maryland 
Avenue axis through the site.  This corridor will allow for a view 
to the Capitol to remain unimpeded from issues such as glare 
or lighting of too large a scale.  Keeping the light sources close 
to the ground at the pedestrian level allows the eye to explore 
beyond the site to surrounding areas, and on to the Capitol 
itself.

In this particular view, the tapestry on the right side is dark 
above the tree canopies due to the fact that the light source is 
uplighting the tapestry from below and fades intentionally as 
it reaches the top of the tapestry and because the light source 
illuminates only the north side of the tapestry from this view. 
The south side of the tapestry will be less bright as illustrated 
in the view.

3.3 - LIGHTING DESIGN
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VIEW ALONG MARYLAND AVENUE LOOKING TOWARDS THE CAPITOL 

As one moves within the site along the Maryland Avenue axis, 
the layering of light begins to be recognized fully.  Although 
the Maryland Avenue view to the Capitol remains distinct, the 
green space that defines our site is illuminated differently from 
a typical avenue or street.  As a nod to the fact that the axis 
continues through the site; we light it.  However, the light is 
directed downward to the natural greensward surface.  Instead 

of ambient street poles that would otherwise distract the 
view upward to the Capitol, the lighting within the site quietly 
falls on the ground, with glare from the light fixtures kept to a 
minimum. 

LIGHTING DESIGN - 3.3
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NIGHT VIEW TOWARDS MEMORIAL LOOKING WEST

COMMEMORATIVE ART LIGHTING 

5.0 - LIGHTING DESIGN

At the Memorial elements at the core of the site, the lighting 
becomes continuous and more densely layered. A continuous 
linear uplight helps to define each element, but in different 
ways.  The linear uplighting of the tapestry floating above 
provides the backdrop for the entire site and fades as it reaches 
the top of the tapestry surface blending into the night sky above.  
Another continuous uplight subtly illuminates the Eisenhower 

inscription wall.  This uplight is of a human scale, and helps to 
ground the area immediately underneath the tapestry as a part 
of the Memorial core’s glowing center.  The Memorial elements 
on the right and left also maintain continuous linear uplighting 
to help bind them to both the tapestry and the inscription wall, 
but they utilize it as a backlight to help reinforce the silhouette 
of the statues standing in front as well as to bring out the subtle 
textures of the bas relief walls.

The final layers of lighting in this view are for the statues 
themselves.  The statues are illuminated specifically from 
the front, with the light focused specifically on the sculptural 
figures and nothing else. The statue of young Eisenhower is 
illuminated differently. This statue is lit from above and behind 
creating a subtle edge glow when seen from this view.

3.3 - LIGHTING DESIGN
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NIGHT VIEW TOWARDS MEMORIAL LOOKING WEST

From this view looking along the paved pathways that lead 
from the site’s urban edges to the Memorial core, the layering 
of light is made up of the ‘human scale’ illumination of the 
paving surface, achieved by downlighting from the poles 
flanking the path, as well as from the glow that is emitted from 
the underside of the benches. 

LIGHTING DESIGN - 3.3
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4.0  DESIGN RESPONSE TO NCPC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER 
 DEVELOPMENT 

 4.1 URBAN PARK AND PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE  

 4.2  MARYLAND AVENUE  

 4.3  RELATIONSHIP TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION   
    

This section addresses the design response to the recommendations for further develop-
ment and refinement for final approval in the October 2014 Commission action listed below:    

• Strengthen the overall concept of the memorial as a “layered experience” consisting of a  memorial 
within a park within a surrounding urban landscape. 

• Enhance the openness of the Maryland Avenue right-of-way/viewshed.

• Improve the symbolic and physical relationship between the memorial and the Department of 
Education building.
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4.1 - URBAN PARK AND PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE

FORMAL PEDESTRIAN APPROACHES THROUGH THE PARK

1. Urban Transition Areas
2. Memorial Park Approach Walkways
3. Memorial Commemorative Area

3

1

1

2
2

1

The Eisenhower square will be experienced as a public realm open to three sides: 4th and 6th 

Streets and Independence Avenue SW. An ample setting for the Department of Education 
headquarters in the Lyndon B. Johnson building is provided on the south frontage with an 
urban pedestrian promenade carried the length of the building.  

The square will be an active urban park, a green space with trees and a grassy ground plane 
with broad walkways cutting through the landscape. The park creates a contemplative setting 
for visitors to experience the Memorial within the large urban site. A change in pavement 
material at the center of the park distinguishes the Memorial’s commemorative area where 
Eisenhower’s story unfolds in sculpture, bas relief and inscriptions. The park landscape design 
is integral to the Memorial’s character, composition, and intent.

The park landscape inverts the traditional memorial temple in a grove. The open room created 
by the south tapestry and colonnade engages passers-by on city streets at the urban scale. The 
interior park is a powerful element of the overall Memorial design. The park’s gathering spaces, 
shaded oasis and walkways will provide opportunities for experiencing the Memorial through 
educational, artistic, and natural content. The urban park with its many civic amenities, will 
help bring new life to the city’s Southwest quadrant.   

MEMORIAL AS LAYERED EXPERIENCE 

The park is designed to enhance the pedestrian visitor experience to the Memorial.  Many 
visitors will arrive from the north and adjacent museums and other destinations along the 
National Mall. The entrance plazas at the northeast and northwest corners of the site are 
designed for visitors to gather before entering the park grounds and Memorial. Visitors will 
also arrive by bus along 4th street near the Information Center.    The street trees have been 
modified to strengthen the urban edge of the memorial.   

Two individual columns at the northern entrance plazas signal the entrance to the approach 
walks that direct the visitor towards the Memorial core and through the park. The design of the 
columns now commemorates the Supreme Allied Commander on the west end and the 34th 
President on the east end, strengthening the threshold entry into the Memorial.   

The understory tree canopy shapes the intimate experience along the paths and directs views 
to the Memorial elements. The walkways are designed to encourage social gatherings for 
visitors to stop and enjoy the park.  The canopy tree species have been further refined with the 
larger, a stronger character trees located at the center of the Memorial.  

The Lyndon B. Johnson Promenade is a separate and distinct pedestrian forecourt to the 
Department of Education building. The pedestrian promenade includes seating and other 
amenities to serve the building occupants and engage Memorial visitors. The Promenade also 
offers elevated views northward out to the Memorial.

2

4.1 URBAN PARK AND PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE

Urban perimeter threshold

Street tree threshold

Memorial threshold

Memorial Core
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SITE PLAN
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URBAN PARK AND PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE - 4.1
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MEMORIAL ENTRANCE PLAZA AT 4TH STREET & INDEPENDENCE AVENUE

4.1 - URBAN PARK AND PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE
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URBAN PARK AND PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE - 4.1

VIEW TOWARDS MEMORIAL LOOKING WEST
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VIEW OF APPROACH WALKWAY LOOKING EAST TOWARDS 4TH STREET 

4.1 - URBAN PARK AND PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE
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VIEW TOWARDS EAST COLUMN THROUGH MEMORIAL WALKWAY

URBAN PARK AND PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE - 4.1
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VIEW ALONG MARYLAND AVENEUE TOWARD CAPITOL

ALIGNMENT OF TREES ALONG MARYLAND AVENUE

WILBUR COHEN 
FEDERAL BUILDING

WILBUR 
WRIGHT 
BUILDING

LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON BUILDING

4.2 MARYLAND AVENUE

The Memorial design strengthens and preserves the reciprocal views to and from the U.S. 
Capitol along Maryland Avenue, SW. The existing configuration of the roadway and plaza 
vegetation maintain some views of the U.S. Capitol, but overgrowth of street trees partially 
obscures views of the Capitol, including the dome from cross walks within Maryland Avenue. 
The Memorial design provides a safe and inviting opportunity to view the Capitol along the 
Maryland Avenue corridor and removes the overgrowth while framing views of the dome 
with a new allée created in the design. The Memorial design strategically places columns and 
trees in locations that not only preserves views but enhances and frames the views of the 
Capitol dome.  Additionally, and most importantly, the re-alignment of Maryland Avenue to its 
historical location preserves the reciprocal views along Maryland Avenue to the Capitol dome 
and provides a green focal point for views from the Capitol.

The current design enhances the Maryland Avenue right-of-way viewshed in the following 
ways:  

• The Memorial design realigns Maryland Avenue to its historical position. This reestablishes 
the intended vista of the L’Enfant plan.  

• The Memorial design proposes a new allée of trees along Maryland Avenue that would 
accomplish this design vision consistent with the Maryland Avenue street trees to the west 
and east of the site. The tree species and placement along the allée has been further refined  
to add to the character of this open vista. 

• Tree placement in the current design has been developed to further enhance the openness of 
Maryland Avenue as a primary view corridor by eliminating the openings in the tree canopy 
along Independence Avenue.

• The historic cartway has been enhanced with a wider granite curb in the current design that 
separates the groomed turf from the taller grasses on either side of Maryland Ave. 

• The design process incorporated Maryland Avenue as a primary organizational factor in the 
development of the Eisenhower Memorial design.  The positioning of the commemorative 
Memorial tapestry and colonnade on the site has been extensively studied and reviewed in 
the Section 106 consultation concluding in the MOA March 2012 and the Final Determination 
of Effects in May 2015. The columns within the rights-of-way are sensitively positioned 
symmetrically about the center line of Maryland Avenue to further strengthen the framing 
of the Capitol dome views.  

• Through the course of analyzing the current conditions along Maryland Avenue, it is apparent 
that there are very few locations where the views along the Maryland Avenue corridor can be 
celebrated. The proposed Memorial design recreates and shapes the important historic view 
corridor and offers an opportunity to enjoy the vista in a park setting. 

4.2 - MARYLAND AVENUE
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INDEPENDENCE AVE RIGHT-OF-WAY / BUILDING LINES
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• The current design allows the influence of the adjacent historic buildings (Wilbur Wright and 
Wilbur Cohen Buildings) to define and unify the site with the precinct.

• The northern singular columns are located fully within the planes of the adjacent building 
facades of the Independence Avenue designed experience. 

• The current design widens the Maryland Avenue viewshed or the L’Enfant Plan from 95’ to 
135’ wide creating a proportionally horizontal framed view towards the Capitol building.

CURRENT DESIGN

RIGHTS-OF-WAYS
KEY:

PLAN-DIAGRAM

COLUMN LOCATIONS
GSA PROPERTY LINE

MARYLAND AVENUE - 4.2
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4.3 RELATIONSHIP TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

The design has made refinements that improve the symbolic and physical relationship between 
the Memorial and the Department of Education Building.   

• The pedestrian Promenade space established in between the Eisenhower Memorial and 
the Lyndon B. Johnson building offers a new opportunity for the Department of Education 
headquarters to engage and educate the public directly with program features that 
promote the education mission of the department.  The design envisions several areas 
that allow the Department of Education’s re-branding  goals to be established.   

• Additional interior public outreach and exterior exhibit space is being contemplated at the 
west end of the Promenade. This location could be developed as exhibit space that could 
be viewed by the visiting public without having to enter the secure building.

• The terraced seating areas on the west end interface directly with the Memorial and offer 
more intimate gathering locations for Memorial visitors and Department of Education 
activities as well.  The design integrates a security line between the Memorial and the 
Promenade creating a seemless transition between the two spaces.   The incorporation of 
these components into the Promenade complements the Department of Education and 
serves as a new public amenity to the surrounding building occupants and visitors.

4.3 - RELATIONSHIP TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

• The Memorial overlook feature, centered on the LBJ Building, invites Memorial visitors up 
onto the Promenade as part of the experience.   The sculpture of Eisenhower as a youth  
looking onto his future accomplishments symbolically engages the young visitors in the 
story of Eisenhower as an American story. 

• From an architectural perspective, the Memorial tapestry and colonnade to the north 
side of LBJ serves as a defining spatial feature. The existing vast open plaza area lacks 
definition and a sense of place. The proposed colonnade and tapestry will provide such 
and complement the new Promenade experience.
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RELATIONSHIP TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION- 4.3
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5.0  SECTION 106 SUMMARY 
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5.0  SECTION 106 SUMMARY HISTORIC PRESERVATION DOCUMENTATION

The National Park Service, the lead federal agency for the Eisenhower Memorial project, 
initiated National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 consultation with the DC 
Historic Preservation Office on April 9, 2010. As mentioned above, seven Section 106 consulting 
parties meetings were conducted.  Additionally, there have been multiple meetings with the 
DC SHPO staff regarding historic resources, potential effects, and recommended mitigation 
measures.  Two determinations of eligibility were prepared, and initial Phase 1A archeological 
investigations were conducted.  The Section 106 process culminated with the issuance of a 
Memorandum of Agreement on March 1, 2012.  The Eisenhower Memorial MOA was signed by 
NPS, NCPC, DC SHPO, EMC, and ACHP.  In addition, GSA signed the MOA as a concurring party.  

In June 2013 and October 2014 , an annual update to the MOA , including text and comparative 
graphics was made available to the signatories, consulting parties and the public through a 
posting on NPS’s Planning, Environment and Public Comment website.  A graphic response to 
the comments of the Section 106 meeting held on December 9, 2014 was also provided March 
2, 2015 on the NPS’s  Planning, Environment and Public comment website.  

NPS has issued its final Determination of Effect on May 8, 2015.   The National Park Service 
concluded that the design refinements accomplished between 2012 and 2015 minimized the 
adverse effects on historic properties established in the 2012 MOA. 

The District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) issued a letter May 22, 2015 
stating that the SHPO considered the adverse effects of the memorial design to have been 
minimized sufficiently to achieve the goals of the Section 106 process as defined by 36 CFR 
800.1(a), and concurred with the NPS determination that no new of intensified adverse effects 
on historic properties will occur as a result of the final design.    

PROJECT MEETING SUMMARY 

NEPA Section 106 Consultation Meetings (11 Public meetings) 

• 2/19/2010 Soft Launch at NPS, 1100 Ohio Drive.  
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, CFA, NCPC, SHPO, DC OP, Smithsonian, AOC, Arthur Cotton 
Moore, National Coalition to Save Our Mall (Judy Scott Feldman)

• 4/21/2010 Scoping at Old Post Office 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, Smithsonian, NCPC, DC WASA, Committee of 100 (Mr. 
Westbrook), Sarah Witfield (community gardener), William Lecky, Ken and Barbara 
Lepoer (community gardeners), Bill Brown (AOI of DC), Marck Hnizpa

• 5/21/2010 Section 106 at NPS, 1100 Ohio Drive 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, DC SHPO (Andrew Lewis)

• 3/1/2011 Section 106 Agency Meeting at NPS, 1100 Ohio Drive 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, NCPC, CFA, SHPO, ACHP

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

As part of the EA, and the NEPA Section 106 consultation process, the National Park Service and 
EMC have had several community meetings to present the design ideas.  

The methods used to reach out to the community, federal and local agencies and other 
interested parties throughout the Section 106 process included the publication of newspaper 
advertisements, the distribution of flyers, notices in the Federal Register and on NPS’s Planning, 
Environment and Public Comment website, which NPS uses to notify the public about NPS 
activities and actions.  

The coordinated Section 106 and NEPA scoping meetings occurred with cooperating agencies 
and stakeholders on April 21, 2010. Attendees included representatives from the Smithsonian 
Institution, NCPC, the Committee for 100, DC Water, a community gardener, and private 
citizens. The meeting included a review of the three design concepts and allowed for attendees 
to provide comments which were recorded in the meeting.  Comments were also received 
via written letters, comment cards, and emails. The comments received were taken into 
consideration in the scope of the EA analysis and the development of the project design.  The 
Section 106 meetings continued in May 2010, March 2011, June 2011, August 2011, October 
4th and 19th 2011, November 2011, and December 2014. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

In 2006, a Proposed Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Site Selection Environmental Assessment 
was completed.  That document evaluated the potential environmental impacts of establishing 
the Eisenhower Memorial at the intersection of Maryland and Independence Avenues.  NPS 
and NCPC each released a Finding of No Significant Impact for the Site Selection EA in 2006.

A Design Concept Environmental Assessment was prepared consistent with NEPA regulations 
and NPS guidelines.  For purposes of NEPA, NPS was the lead agency, with NCPC and GSA 
acting as cooperating agencies.  The Design EA evaluated the three design concepts as well 
as a No Action alternative.  The EA was issued in September 2011 for 30 days of public review 
and comment from September 19th to October 19th.  After the close of the public comment 
period, a Finding of No Significant Impact was determined by NPS.  The Eisenhower Memorial 
FONSI was signed on March 6, 2012.

5.0 - SECTION 106 SUMMARY
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• 3/30/2011 Section 106 at Old Post Office 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, NCPC, CFA, SHPO, ACHP, DEd, AOC, National Coalition to 
Save Our Mall (Judy Scott Feldman), Committee of 100 (Don Hawkins), Arthur Cotton 
Moore

• 6/20/2011 Section 106 at Dept. of Education (LBJ Building) 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, NCPC, CFA, SHPO, ACHP, DEd, Smithsonian, AOC,  
Committee of 100 (Don Hawkins)

• 8/31/2011 Section 106 at GSA ROB 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, NCPC, CFA, SHPO, ACHP, AOC, Smithsonian, National 
Coalition to Save Our Mall (Judy Scott Feldman), Howard Segermark

• 10/4/2011 Section 106 at NPS, 1100 Ohio Drive 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, NCPC, SHPO, ACHP, Smithsonian, AOC, Committee of 100 
(Don Hawkins)

• 10/19/2011 Section 106 at NPS, 1100 Ohio Drive 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, NCPC, SHPO, ACHP, AOC, National Civic Art Society (Milton Grenfell)

• 11/16/2011 Section 106 at NPS, 1100 Ohio Drive 
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, NCPC, DC OP, SHPO, ACHP, AOC, US Senate, National Civic 
Art Society (Justin Shubow)

• 12/09/2014 Section 106 at Departmnet of Education (LBJ Building)                          
Participants:  NPS, EMC, GSA, NCPC, DC OP, SHPO, ACHP, AOC, US DEd, Smithsonian 
Institution, National Civic Art Society (Justin Shubow), Arthur Cotton Moore 

AGENCY MEETINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

• 3/25/2010 Eisenhower Memorial Commission Meeting

• 4/20/2010 NCMAC

• 5/20/2010 CFA  (info)

• 6/3/2010 NCPC  (info)

• 1/20/2011 CFA  (concept approval)

• 2/3/2011 NCPC (concept comments)

• 2/16/2011 NCMAC

• 7/12/11 Eisenhower Memorial Commission Meeting

• 9/14/2011 NCMAC

• 9/15/2011 CFA  (revised concept approval)

• 10/6/2011 NCPC  (info)

• 5/15/2013 Eisenhower Memorial Commission Meeting

• 7/18/2013 CFA ( revised concept approval- Memorial Core)

• 11/20/2013 CFA (revised concept - landscape design)

• 2/20/2014 CFA (revised concept - landscape design)

• 4/3/2014 NCPC (Preliminary Concept Review)

• 9/4/2014 NCPC (Design Response to NCPC Action)

• 9/17/2014  Eisenhower Memorial Commission Meeting 

• 10/2/2014 NCPC (Preliminary Concept Approval)

• 10/16/14 CFA (revised concept design )

• 11/5/14  NCPC Information Session (Lighting Design, Perimeter Security, Pedestrian 
Circulation) 

• 11/20/14 CFA (Commemorative Art and Landscape Design) 

• 2/19/15 CFA  (Lighting Design, Quotations and Inscription Layout) 

• 3/19/15 CFA (Landscape Design, Signage, Perimeter Security) 

• 4/16/15 CFA ( Landscape Design, Lighting Design, Commemorative Art, Inscriptions ) 

• 4/29/15 Eisenhower Memorial Commission Meeting 

• 5/21/15 CFA (Tapestry Art and Structure, Commemorative Columns, Overlook)  

• 6/18/15 CFA (Submission for Final Review)  

• 7/9/15 NCPC (Submission for Final Review)  

SECTION 106 SUMMARY - 5.0
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SECTION 106 SUMMARY - 5.0

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

 
 
 

 
 

1100 4th Street, SW, Suite E650, Washington, DC 20024   Phone: 202-442-7600, Fax 202-442-7637 

May 22, 2015 
 
Ms. Karen L. Cucurullo  
Acting Superintendent  
National Mall and Memorial Parks 
National Park Service 
900 Ohio Drive, SW 
Washington, DC  20242-2000 
 
RE: Final Determination of Effect for the Eisenhower Memorial per Stipulation 11 of the 2012 

Memorandum of Agreement 
 
Dear Ms. Cucurullo: 
 
Thank you for your recent letters dated April 29th and May 8th, 2015 which were provided to continue 
Section 106 consultation on the Eisenhower Memorial Project.  We have reviewed this most recent 
correspondence and are writing to provide further comments regarding effects on historic properties in 
accordance with the 2012 Memorandum of Agreement among the National Park Service, National 
Capital Planning Commission, the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Officer, the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Eisenhower Memorial Commission regarding the 
establishment of the Eisenhower Memorial (MOA).  
 
The first of the two NPS letters responded specifically to the suggestion made by the National Civic Art 
Society, and concurred in by our office, that eliminating the easternmost and westernmost bays of the 
tapestry (but retaining the columns) could further minimize adverse effects.  We regret that the requested 
illustrations were not produced so that others might better understand the implications of such a revision, 
but we appreciate that the NPS did review past studies and give “deliberate consideration” before 
coming to the conclusion that suggested change would do “unacceptable harm to the essential concept of 
the memorial.”   
 
We continue to believe, and has NPS acknowledged that eliminating the outermost bays of the tapestry 
would likely result in an additional minimization of adverse effects, but we also recognize the critical 
importance of the aesthetic aspects of the memorial design.  So while it may be technically possible to 
further minimize the adverse effects of the tapestry and other components of the memorial, we consider 
the adverse effects to have been minimized sufficiently to achieve the goals of the Section 106 process 
as defined at 36 CFR 800.1(a), and we do not consider any further studies of the tapestry to be 
necessary.   
 
The second of the two NPS letters was provided to comply with the requirements of Stipulations 10 and 
11 of the MOA.  In that letter, the NPS briefly summarizes the evolution of the memorial design since 
Section 106 consultation was initiated – including the aforementioned study of eliminating two tapestry 
bays – and documents its determination that the final design will not result in any “new adverse effects 
that have not already been resolved and/or the intensification of known adverse effect to historic 
properties.”  
 

1100 4th Street, SW, Suite E650, Washington, DC 20024   Phone: 202-442-7600, Fax 202-442-7637 
 

Ms. Karen L. Cucurullo  
Final Determination of Effect for the Eisenhower Memorial per Stipulation 11 of the 2012 Memorandum of Agreement 
May 22, 2015 
Page 2 
 
After carefully evaluating the illustrations that were forwarded along with the May 8th letter to document 
the proposed final Eisenhower Memorial design (attached for reference), and in consideration of the fact 
that the design has clearly been revised to avoid and minimize adverse effects in response to Section 106 
consultation, we also concur with the NPS determination that no new or intensified adverse effects on 
historic properties will occur as a result of the final design.   
 
In addition to the steps that have been taken to avoid and minimize adverse effects, we also note that 
several measures are soon to be implemented in order to mitigate the adverse effects.  As soon as 
additional information becomes available, we would appreciate updates from the NPS, NCPC and GSA 
regarding the stipulations of the MOA that address the “E-Memorial” (Stipulation 4); On-Site 
Interpretation (Stipulation 5); HALS Documentation (Stipulation 6); NR and DC Landmark nominations 
for the LBJ Building (Stipulation 7); the L’Enfant NHL Nomination (Stipulation 8); and the SW Federal 
Center Heritage Trail Study (Stipulation 9).     
 
In the meantime, we very much appreciate the cooperation of the NPS, the other Signatories to the MOA 
and all consulting parties in concluding the Section 106 consultation process for this undertaking and we 
look forward to working with all parties to complete the agreed upon mitigation measures.  If you should 
have any questions or comments regarding these matters, please contact me at andrew.lewis@dc.gov or 
202-442-8841.  Otherwise, thank you again for providing opportunities to review and comment on the 
design of this important presidential memorial. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
C. Andrew Lewis  
Senior Historic Preservation Specialist  
DC State Historic Preservation Office 
 
08-175 
cc: Beth Savage, GSA 

David Levy, NCPC 
Justin Shubow, NCAS 

  


