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Project Summary

The District Department of General Services has submitted preliminary site and building plans for the modernization of Whittier Elementary School, located at 6201 5th Street, NW in 
Washington, DC. This Pre-K through 5th grade neighborhood school had a 2023-2024 school year enrollment of 413 students and is on an upward trend with approximately 450 
students in the current school year. The projected design capacity for the new project is 489 students and will accommodate growth in the elementary school-aged population in the 
neighborhood and anticipated higher attendance from within the school boundary.

The various wings of the Whittier Elementary School comprise the only building on the block. The central, original portion dates from 1926 and faces Sheridan Street. An addition 
dating from 1961 was built on the east side of the site along 4th Street, with a bridge that connects the second floor of the addition to the first floor of the original building. This 
bridge serves as the only interior connection between the two structures. A dining hall addition was constructed in 2012 along the south-east portion of the original building. The 
combined gross square footage of the buildings is approximately 69,000 square feet.  

The proposed modernization would retain the original school building and demolish the 1960's wing and 2012 dining addition and construct a new east-side addition. The addition 
sits on a neutral tones brick base with more traditional red brick above to compliment the existing brick of the historic building. The top floor is set back and clad with gray metal 
panel. The central brick massing is positioned as a focal point within the four-story facade, and is clad with decorative copper metal paneling at windows spaced at a regular rhythm 
to create a strong civic character that allows the existing building to maintain its presence and the addition to serve as a revitalized extension of its architectural expression.

This District project is located outside of the Central Area and is not adjacent to federal property.
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Location Map

Site Location
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Site Location
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Site Analysis – Existing Site Plan
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Site Analysis – Existing Site Plan
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Site Analysis - Existing Site Sections
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Site Analysis - Circulation
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Site Analysis – Site Photos
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Site Analysis – Context Photos
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Site Analysis – Historic Fabric and Preservation
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Site Analysis – Historic Fabric and Preservation
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Addition - Concept Diagram
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Addition Axonometric
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Proposed Site Plan
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Proposed Plant Palette
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Landscape Site Plan
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Stormwater Management Plan
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Perimeter Fence Plan
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Proposed Building Materials
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Design Diagrams
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Proposed Elevations
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Project Renderings
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Project Renderings
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Project Renderings
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Project Renderings
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Project Schedule
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Public Engagement 
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Agency Coordination
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