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Project Summary

The Executive Office of the President in conjunction with the United States Secret Service (USSS) and with the National Park Service (NPS), and the
United States Department of the Interior (DOI) proposes constructing a permanent security screening facility for visitors to the White House for tours
and events. The facility will be located underneath Sherman Park, which is located Southeast of the White House. The Commission provided
comments on a concept design for the project at its April 2, 2026, meeting. Since the concept review, the location of the entrance pavilion has been
shifted to the west side of Sherman Park, while the underground component remains in the west quadrant as well. The exit structure remains
located on East Executive Avenue. The applicant is now seeking a preliminary review of site and building plans.

With the revised design, visitors will now enter the facility through an above ground pavilion located in the western quadrant of the park, aligned
with the existing statue of General Sherman. Queuing will begin along a new pathway extending from the monument to the new entrance pavilion,
where visitors will undergo an initial id check before proceeding into the facility. Visitors will then proceed through the lobby and down into the
lower level.

The below grade facility is approximately 33,000 square feet. The depth of the building accounts for a 12 foot clear floor to underside of structure, 2
feet allocation for concrete structure, and a minimum of 3 feet ground cover above.
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Project Summary
Upon successfully clearing primary screening, visitors proceed to the escalators that return them to grade level north of the secure
fence line along East Executive Avenue. A stairwell located at the southwest corner of the park, immediately adjacent to the south
gate of East Executive Avenue, will function as a badged access point for USSS and facility personnel, as well as an emergency
egress from the below-grade building.

Landscape restoration, including new tree plantings, will be provided within all impacted zones to reinstate and enhance the park’s
character.

Since 2005 USSS has utilized temporary trailers on East Executive Avenue for security screening of White House tours and event 
guests. 

The applicant has been hosting Section 106 Consultation meetings and intends to execute a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to 
codify agreed-upon mitigation measures to resolve adverse effects related to the project.
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map



National Capital Planning Commission5 File: 8763

Project Overview
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Description of Project Area
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Description of Project
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Description of Existing Site Conditions
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Description of Existing Site Conditions
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Outreach and Coordination
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Photographs of Existing Conditions
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Photographs of Existing Conditions 
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Photographs of Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions for Visitor Screening
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Photographs of Existing Temporary Screening
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Rendering of New Location and Design for Screening Facility 
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Previous Concept Review Rendering of Screening Facility 
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Proposed Facility
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Rendering of Proposed Entrance Pavilion
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Rendering of Proposed Entrance Pavilion
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Rendered View from Corner of E and 15th Streets, NW
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Rendered View at Hamilton Place and 15th Street, NW
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Rendered View from East Executive Avenue
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Sections of Entrance Pavilion and Underground Facility
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Sections of Underground and Exit Facility
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Description of Exit Facility
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Rendering of Proposed Exit Facility, View from SW
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Rendering of Proposed Exit Facility, View from NW
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Rendering of Proposed Exit Facility, View from Treasury Bldg.
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Dimensions of Proposed Exit Facility
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Dimensions of Proposed Exit Facility
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Dimensions of Proposed Exit Facility
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Site Elevations
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Site Elevations
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Screening Facility Roofing Materials
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Proposed Site Plan
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Proposed Planting Schedule
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Proposed Site Materials
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Proposed Visitor Movements in Park Area
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Proposed Screening Path
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Alternate Locations Considered and Dismissed
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Previous Location at Concept Review, Dismissed
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Environmental and Historic Considerations 
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Cultural Resource Considerations



National Capital Planning Commission45 File: 8763

Cultural Resource Considerations
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Natural Resources Considerations
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Natural Resource Considerations
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Natural Resources Considerations



National Capital Planning Commission49 File: 8763

Visitor Considerations
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Outreach and Coordination
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NEPA and NHPA Compliance
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