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Project Summary

The United States Secret Service (USSS) and the Executive Office of the President (EOP), in coordination with the Department of Interior (DOI) and the National Park Service 
(NPS), requests comments on concept plans for a program of security and access improvements at Lafayette Park and its surrounding streets in northwest Washington, DC.

The proposal includes a new, 8- to 10-foot height fence and gates around the perimeter of the 8-acre park which occupies a full block north of the White House, bounded by 
H Street NW, Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Madison Place NW, and Jackson Place NW, with related corridors on Pennsylvania Avenue NW between 15th and 17th Streets NW and 
along Jackson and Madison Places.

The current reliance on temporary barriers, such as bike-rack fencing, anti-climb barricades, and modular panels, provides short-term control but imposes recurring setup, 
staffing, and operational burdens that degrade visitor experience and are not sustainable as a primary long-term strategy. The park cannot be easily secured during 
heightened conditions, and the approach is piecemeal and lacks a holistic framework. 

The objective of the project is to enhance long-term safety, preserve the park’s identity as a significant NPS landscape, and maintain public access to this nationally symbolic 
space. It seeks to maintain a welcoming northern edge along H Street, NW and ensure public access to meaningful portions of the park, including views of the White House.
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map
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Site Context and Location
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Site History
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Existing Conditions – Site Plan
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Existing Conditions - Circulation
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Topographic Plan
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Existing Conditions – North/South Axis 
Section
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Existing Conditions – Contextual Views
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Existing Conditions – Temporary Security 
Barriers
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Existing Conditions – Temporary Security 
Barriers
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Past Fencing Alignment
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Fencing Alternative – Alignment 1 (Preferred)
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Alignment 1 (Preferred) – Integrated Bollard
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Alignment 1 (Preferred) – Access Scenarios
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Alignment 1 Alignment 1 (Preferred) – Lodge 
Treatment
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Alignment 1 (Preferred) – Visualization
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Alignment 1 (Preferred) – Visualization
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Alignment 1a – Visualization



National Capital Planning Commission21 File: 8802

Alignment 1b – Visualization
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Fencing Alternative – Alignment 2
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Alignment 2 – Fence Separate from Bollard
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Alignment 2 – Access Scenarios
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Alignment 2 – Visualization
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Alignment 2 – Visualization
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Fencing Alternative – Alignment 3
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White House Historical Society Alignments
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Fence Character – Existing Context
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Fence Character – Current and Historic Fences
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Historic Fence Adapted
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Picket Spacing



National Capital Planning Commission33 File: 8802

Character Exploration – Bollard-Fence 
Integration



National Capital Planning Commission34 File: 8802

Character Exploration – Post Finials
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Character Exploration – Picket Finials
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Character Exploration – Picket Elements
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Character Exploration – Picket Elements
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Character Exploration – Comparison to White 
House Fence
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Park Hardscape
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Park Hardscape – Existing Paving Types
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Park Hardscape – Existing Paving Direction
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Park Hardscape – Options Considered
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