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PROJECT SUMMARY 

The National Gallery of Art (NGA) has submitted concept plans for alterations to the Seventh 
Street entrance of the Gallery’s West Building, located between Constitution Avenue and Madison 
Street, adjacent to the National Mall, in downtown Washington, DC. The Seventh Street entrance 
alterations project will create a new accessible entrance to the West Building, significantly 
reducing the distance visitors must travel from the National Mall to an accessible entrance into the 
gallery. In addition, the project seeks to make the entrance more welcoming and improve visitor 
experience, with opportunities for seating, shade, and improved wayfinding. The project will 
incorporate modifications to the entrance plinth and adjacent landscape, along with new entrance 
doors.  

The project aims to solve several current problems with the Seventh Street entrance as it is 
currently constructed. The Seventh Street entrance serves as a public entry to the West Building 
and plays a significant role in shaping the visitor arrival and orientation experience. Since the 
building’s original construction, the entry sequence has been impacted by changes in operational 
requirements, security procedures, and visitor experience. Exterior level changes, stair 
configurations, and path geometry present challenges to universal accessibility, while the 
organization of pedestrian circulation, vehicular movement, landscape, and security elements 
require coordinated consideration. The project will ensure a safe and beautiful arrival experience 
for visitors to the Gallery. 

KEY INFORMATION 

• The National Gallery of Art is one of the world’s leading art museums, with a significant 
collection of American and European masterworks. 

• The mission of the Gallery is to serve the country by preserving, collecting, exhibiting, and 
fostering understanding of works of art for the American public. 
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• The National Gallery of Art’s West Building was designed by John Russell Pope and 
completed in 1941; and the East Building, and the connecting link, was designed by I. M. 
Pei, and opened to the public in 1978. 

• The West Building is listed individually in the DC Inventory of Historic Sites and as a 
contributing element of the National Mall Historic District in the DC Inventory of Historic 
Sites and in the National Register of Historic Places. It is adjacent to both the Pennsylvania 
Avenue National Historic Site and the Federal Triangle Historic District. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approves comments on the concept plans for the National Gallery of Art’s West Building Seventh 
Street Entrance Alterations as follows: 
 
Supports the goals of the project to provide ADA-access to the National Gallery of Art’s West 
Building while improving the visitor experience as well as  public use and enjoyment. 
 
Finds the overall design approach is appropriate for the project purpose and historic building and 
setting, while attempting to minimize impacts to historic fabric. 
 
Recommends the applicant work with the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office, 
the National Park Service, NCPC, and other consulting parties to continue to explore design 
refinements that further minimize impacts to the building’s historic fabric, while still meeting the 
project’s goals of providing accessibility to visitors and users. 
 

PROJECT REVIEW TIMELINE 

Previous actions 
 

None 

Remaining actions 
(anticipated) 

– Review preliminary site and building plans. 
– Review final site and building plans. 

 

PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The National Gallery of Art (NGA) has submitted concept plans for alterations to the Seventh 
Street entrance of the Gallery’s West Building, located between Constitution Avenue and Madison 
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Street, adjacent to the National Mall, in downtown Washington, D.C. The project will create a new 
accessible entrance to the West Building, significantly reducing the distance visitors must travel 
from the National Mall to an accessible entrance into the gallery. In addition, the project seeks to 
make the entrance more welcoming and improve visitor experience, with opportunities for seating, 
shade, and improved wayfinding. The project will incorporate modifications to the entrance plinth 
and adjacent landscape, along with new entrance doors. The project will ensure a safe and beautiful 
arrival experience for visitors. As such, staff recommends the Commission express support for 
the goals of the project to provide ADA-access to the National Gallery of Art’s West Building 
while improving the visitor experience as well as  public use and enjoyment. 

 
NGA met with review agencies at the beginning of the design process to review options for the 
alterations to the Seventh Street entrance, recognizing the need to minimize impacts to historic 
fabric and materials, while still meeting the project goals. The applicant’s preferred concept 
appears to address the agency comments and recommendations. As such, staff recommends the 
Commission approves comments on the concept plans for the National Gallery of Art’s West 
Building Seventh Street Entrance Alterations as follows. 
 
Analysis 
 
Historic Context  
 
The Seventh Street entrance to the West Building was part of John Russell Pope’s design, 
completed in 1941. Alfred Geiffert, Jr. designed the original landscaping. And while the entrance 
design has not changed since construction, the circulation patterns have been altered, particularly 
in the 1970s, when the NGA Sculpture Garden was opened. Some of the landscape elements have 
also been lost during the last several decades, but much of the original design intent has been 
retained by NGA. The entrance has never been accessible, and therefore visitors with mobility 
considerations must make their way to the 6th Street entrance on Constitution Avenue, currently 
the only accessible entrance, to gain access to the West Building.  
 
Existing Conditions 
 
The Seventh Street entrance is centrally located on the west side of NGA’s West Building. The 
West Building and landscaping are bound by Constitution Avenue on the north, Seventh Street on 
the west, and Madison Street on the south. The entrance faces NGA’s Sculpture Garden on the 
opposite side of Seventh Street.  
 
The Seventh Street doors are accessible to visitors via the U-shaped Seventh Street drive and a set 
of central steps and landings. Flanking the central public access entrance are two limited access 
moat areas that house facilities and maintenance operations including greenhouses. These two 
areas area accessed by two pairs of metal doors in the stone site wall, one on either side of the 
public entrance. 
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The doors to the Seventh Street lobby are at an elevation above both the Seven Street driveway 
sidewalk and the ground floor level, requiring visitors to navigate up to the lobby, and then to 
circulate down to access ground floor program areas. The Seventh Street lobby is four feet, four 
inches higher above the driveway, and three feet, four inches above the ground floor. 
 
Existing Landscaping Elements 
 
The Seventh Street entrance landing is framed by two plant beds that flank the base of the terrace 
steps and are bordered by granite curbing. Each is planted with a pair of American holly against 
the site walls and annuals in front. The central panel, containing the u-shaped drive, includes two 
mature Americal elms, planted symmetrically, one on the north side of the lawn, the second on the 
south. Large, continuous level lawn panels surround the building between the site walls and 
sidewalks. 
 
Curvilinear, mulched beds are located along the site walls. Each contains a single Southern 
Magnolia tree and two American holly trees in the same arrangement. Deep in the corner of the 
north lawn panel a single Chinese elm is planted to the east of the Southern magnolia against the 
site wall. Along the exterior edge of the north lawn panel an American elm and two Japanese 
zelkova tree are planted near the granite curb. Today, there are no flowering understory trees, and 
the plant bed edges lack spatial definition. While some of the trees remain in their original 
locations, the overall planting does not convey the layered evergreen scheme originally designed 
and intended by Geiffert. 
 
Design Approach for Alterations 
 
The concept design reinforces the  Seventh Street entrance as welcoming and clearly identifiable 
public threshold, clarifying its relationship to the West Building, the Sculpture Garden, and the 
surrounding landscape. At the same time, it responds to contemporary visitor expectations by 
improving accessibility, safety and intuitive movement, prioritizing pedestrians while supporting 
clear wayfinding. All interventions are conceived with careful stewardship of the historic 
architecture and designed landscape, ensuring that the character defining features of the West 
Building, including the clean, symmetrical composition, entrance procession with two ascents, and 
the restrained stone and bronze palette, as well as the heritage elm trees remain central to the 
experience. 
 
As proposed in the concept, a dignified and accessible pathway from Seventh Street to the building 
entrance gently slopes upward toward a tiered exterior plinth. A second inclined walkway along 
the building elevation brings visitors to the enlarged upper plinth and entry. The existing moat 
gates are retained, while pedestrian paths are set at a slightly higher elevation, subtly distinguishing 
the public realm from service areas through both grade and material expression. A generous level 
zone at the stairs and along the sloped walkways, designed without raised curbs accommodate both 
pedestrians and vehicles, ensuring flexibility without compromising accessibility. 
 
The lower ends of the sloped walkways follow the slight curve of the existing pedestrian pathway, 
creating a stronger visual and physical connection, along with a more direct, intuitive route onto 



 
Executive Director’s Recommendation Page 5 
NCPC File No. 8762 
 

 
 
the plinth. The tiered plinth entry approach into the Gallery is retained with the addition of sloped 
walkways to create a fully accessible entry sequence. From Seventh Street, the historic entry 
sequence remains legible and aligned with the original vision, while the simplified geometry 
enhances clarity and presence, New architectural lighting, combined with restore historic bronze 
light standards, strengthens the sense of safety and approachability.  
 
The plinth also serves as a place of pause and gathering. The expanded upper plinth and the 
relocation of the Calder sculpture from the central lawn panel reinforce a visual dialogue with the 
Sculpture Garden across Seventh Street , strengthening connections across the campus. Additional 
secondary functions can be accommodated on the plinth, ensuring adaptability over time.  
 
NGA intends to the greatest extent possible to salvage existing historic site materials and reuse 
them, when possible. The top priority for reuse are the pitched-top Milford granite curbs at the 
outer boundaries of the current walk and drive, which are planned to be raised in elevation, but to 
be replaced in nearly the same horizontal locations. The flat-topped central curbs that currently 
define the seam between the drive and walk will be shifted to accommodate a widening of the 
pedestrian-zone. The sloped walkways, low walls, stairs, and plinth will maintain the same 
material palette as to the original design. Tennessee Pink Marble and Milford granite are 
intentionally used on horizontal and vertical surfaces, to mimic the original design intent of Pope. 
 
Further Coordination 
 
Staff is supportive of the design approach. The applicant has explored several design alternatives 
in coordination with the agencies, prior to selecting the preferred concept. Further refinement will 
occur prior to the next review. As such, staff suggests the Commission recommend the applicant 
work with the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office, the National Park 
Service, NCPC, and other consulting parties to continue to explore design refinements that 
further minimize impacts to the building’s historic fabric, while still meeting the project’s 
goals of providing accessibility to visitors and users. 

CONFORMANCE TO EXISTING PLANS, POLICIES AND RELATED GUIDANCE 
 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 
 
Staff has reviewed policies from the Urban Design, Historic Preservation, and Visitors & 
Commemoration Elements, and the analysis and recommendations are intended to support 
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. 
 
National Historic Preservation Act 
 
At the concept review, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act does not have to be 
completed. However, NCPC has initiated consultation with the District of Columbia State Historic 
Preservation Officer (DC SHPO), and expects consultation will include other consulting parties to 
evaluate the project and possible impacts to historic resources. 
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National Environmental Policy Act 
 
The National Gallery of Art does not have a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
responsibility for this proposed work’ however, NCPC does have an independent NEPA 
compliance responsibility. While NEPA does not have to be completed for a concept review, 
NCPC staff has determined that the proposed site alterations to the West Building Seventh Street 
Entrance of the National Gallery of Art likely meet the criteria for Categorical Exclusions under 
NCPC’s NEPA regulations, particularly categorical exclusion (2) which applies to the approval of 
the installation or restoration of minor site elements, such as, but not limited to, identification 
signs, sidewalks, patios, fences, curbs, retaining walls, landscaping and trail or stream 
improvements. A final NEPA determination will be made prior to the Commission’s final review 
action. 

CONSULTATION 
 
Coordinating Committee 
 
 
The Coordinating Committee reviewed the project at their June 17, 2026 meeting. The Committee 
forwarded the proposed comments on concept plans to the Commission with the statement that the 
proposal was coordinated with some, but not all, participating agencies. SHPO's coordination is 
subject to completion of the Section 106 review process, including the development of the 
Memorandum of Agreement required to document the measures that will be taken to resolve the 
adverse effects that will result from constructing the modifications. DOEE is not coordinated, 
noting that based on the building’s proposed square footage the work will likely only trigger 
erosion and sediment control requirements. Major substantial improvement requirements may 
come into play based on the full scope and cost of construction. DDOT asked if there was any 
information about anticipated increase of vehicle drop offs and where they would take place. There 
was no information about that in the submission, but NCPC will ask the applicant. CFA noted that 
its staff looked at the project and anticipates that it will be submitted for CFA review next month. 
The participating agencies were: NCPC, the U.S. General Services Administration, the U.S. 
Commission of Fine Arts, the National Park Service, DC SHPO, the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority, DOEE, the District Department of Transportation, and the District of 
Columbia Office of Planning. 
 
 
U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 
 
The U.S. Commission of Fine Arts is expected to review the concept plans at their July 2026 
meeting. 
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ONLINE REFERENCE 
 
The following supporting documents for this project are available online at www.ncpc.gov: 
 

• Submission Package 
 

 
 

Prepared by Lee Webb 
06/16/2026 

 
POWERPOINT (ATTACHED) 
 
 
 

https://www.ncpc.gov/
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Project Summary

The National Gallery of Art (NGA) has submitted concept plans for alterations to the 7th Street entrance of the Gallery’s West Building, off of
Constitution Avenue, in downtown Washington, D.C. The Seventh Street Project will create a new accessible entrance to the West Building,
significantly reducing the distance visitors must travel from the National Mall to an accessible entrance. In addition, the project seeks to make the
entrance more welcoming and improve visitor experience, with opportunities for seating, shade, and improved wayfinding. The project will
incorporate modifications to the entrance plinth and adjacent landscape, along with new entrance doors.

The Seventh Street Project proposes to solve several current problems with the entrance as it is currently constructed. The Seventh Street Entrance
serves as a public entry to the West Building and plays a significant role in shaping the visitor arrival and orientation experience. Since the building’s
original construction, the entry sequence has been impacted by changes in operational requirements, security procedures, and visitor experience.
Exterior level changes, stair configurations, and path geometry present challenges to universal accessibility, while the organization of pedestrian
circulation, vehicular movement, landscape, and security elements require coordinated consideration.

The West Building is listed individually in the DC Inventory of Historic Sites and as a contributing element of the National Mall Historic District in the 
DC Inventory of Historic Sites and in the National Register of Historic Places, and adjacent to both the Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site and 
the Federal Triangle Historic District.
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National Gallery of Art Vicinity Map
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7th Street Entrance Existing Conditions
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Photographs of Existing Conditions at 7th Street Entrance
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7th Street Entrance Area Site Features
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7th Street Entrance Area Site Features
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Public Realm and View
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7th Street Area Texture and Materiality
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Existing Plantings
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Security Perimeter
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7th Street Entrance History
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Designation Status
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7th Street Entrance Site Evolution
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West Building Entries
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West Building Entries



National Capital Planning Commission20 File: 8762

West Building Entries/7th Street Entrance
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West Building Entries 
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Environment - Flooding
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Environment – Stormwater Management
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Environment – Tree Preservation 
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Program Pedestrian Analysis and Visitor Data
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Program
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Program Pedestrian Procession
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Program Drive Procession
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Program Comfort Shade and Glare
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Design Approach
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Character Defining Features Elevation
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Character Defining Features Plan
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Site Plan



National Capital Planning Commission34 File: 8762

Site Plan
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Elevation
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Design Options Summary With Dismissed 
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NGA Master Plan Alignment
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