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Project Summary

Commission Meeting Date: June 4, 2026

NCPC Review Authority: 40 U.S.C. § 8722(a) and (b)(1)

Applicant Request: Approval of Comments on Draft Master Plan
Session: Staff Presentation

NCPC Review Officer: Laura Shipman

) NCPC File Number: MP315
Project Summary:

The National Park Service has submitted the Draft General Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Assessment for the Civil War Defenses of
Washington (CWDW) also known as Fort Circle Parks. The CWDW were built as a circle of fortifications on high ground to protect Washington, D.C.,
during the Civil War. By the mid-20th century, remnants of theses historic forts gained new meaning as federal parks, offering valuable public spaces
for recreation and reflection. Today, the CWDW form a historic greenbelt with prominent views of the city, blending cultural heritage with civic and
environmental infrastructure.

This plan is an amendment to the 2004 Fort Circle Parks General Management Plan to meet the current and future needs of the CWDW. Many of the
open spaces within the CWDW are isolated and lack connectivity with other CWDW areas and to community facilities and resources outside of the
CWDW. In addition, significant archeological and natural resources have been identified since 2004 that are located outside of cultural and natural
resource zoning designations. Seventeen fort sites are administered by the NPS across approximately 1,315 acres in DC, Maryland, and Virginia. Land
use and management zoning were evaluated for all fort sites, Shepherd Parkway, and the greenbelt connecting corridor (Fort Circle Drive). The plan
updates management zone definitions, management zone designations, and the boundaries of sites covered by management zones. New
management zones are also added. These management zone updates are intended to enhance visitor experience, access, recreation opportunities,
circulation, and interpretation while also protecting natural and cultural resources.
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Proposed Management Zone Changes

Management Zone

Cultural resource zone

Changes to Management Zone Definition

Expanded definition and use of interpretive media

Changes in Management Zone Application

Reservoir Battery #2

Connecting corridor zone

Potential meadow vegetation and avoidance of exotic vegetation

Interpretation of initiatives to create a “greenway” connecting the CWDW

Nebraska Avenue Corridor, Barnard Hill Park, Fort
Dupont Park, Suitland Parkway, Shepherd Parkway

Recreation zone

Community gardens are separated as a distinct management zone

Expanded listing of amenities that could be provided

Missouri Avenue, Barnard Hill Park and Fort Totten
Corridors, Connector between Fort Mahan and
Fort Chaplin, Fort Chaplin South, Fort Dupont-
Anacostia Park link, Fort Dupont Park, Parkland

Site sensitive recreation zone

New zone would accommodate recreation that does not result in ground-
disturbing activities in areas with identified cultural resources

Fort Reno, Fort Totten, Barnard Hill Park, Fort
Mahan, Fort Dupont Park, Fort Stanton, Shepherd
Parkway, Fort Foote Park

Community garden zone

Separates community garden management zone from recreation
management zone; notes recreation and other values of community
gardens

Fort Reno, Missouri Avenue, Fort Totten, Fort
Dupont

Natural resource zone

Identifies maintenance of forested ridgelines that serve as backdrop for
the cityscape to be maintained as contiguous corridors

36th Street NW, Barnard Hill Park and Fort Totten
Corridors, Barnard Hill Park

Visitor services zone

No change

Fort Reno

Administrative zone

Specified use of landscaping

Fort Dupont Park

Special use zone

Expanded definition of areas for potential inclusion

Fort Stanton

National Capital Planning Commission
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Existing Conditions

Fort Marcy (GWMP)

Reservoir Battery 2 (ROCR)

Battery Kemble & Palisades Park (ROCR)
Nebraska Avenue (ROCR)

Fort Reno (ROCR)

36th Street NW (ROCR)
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Alternative Concept

Fort Marcy: No changes

Reservoir Battery #2: Adds Cultural Resource Zone
Battery Kemble & Palisades Park: No changes
Nebraska Avenue: Adds Connecting Corridor Zone

Fort Reno: Adds Site Sensitive Recreation Zone, Visitor Services Zone
(southwest corner), Community Garden Zone (southwest), and enables

hiking trail
36th Street: Adds Natural Resource Zone
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Barnard Hill Park & Fort Totten Corridors

1.
8.
9.

i Heid 2 -
Wedical - =
riter qp ™~
= Strayer
& University
T «
E ma Chillum
TR . " Morthis
- = X Branch 5
.S 2, I
_: - E *-a, ’Pa,, Valloyg
. e
"o & 2 § T & for
Lo =) - - B e,
i - w = A -‘,-9,
¥ F 5 = L3 L Hewrich Park
il : & 5
7 —— % L
= = Sligo Creek
; 6 4 Ewream Valloy
¥ = Park
i @ prrw
% .....
adizon 5t NW ey ™ Chillam Park
*‘o‘f‘s,uh Ledy St NE s
@ i L
S
wn
; Fart Circle Park
b3 e Horthwe
ﬁ, > Branchk
<
>
» | 7 '
- ; i
Fe z
hg b
»
=
~
S - Webster 5t M
x
Proposad Management Zones
Bl ~ovinstsative Zone H?Klld
Coandcting Caimdor Jone University
I3 ing Lo Cathalie School of
B cutural Rsource Zone Univa eity of u; Divinity
Il sl Rescurce Fera ! Amarica = e
Recezation fone £ h Zz Z
Sita Samsitrves Riacaation Tore = el m =
[ Community Gaden 2one = Z Y Ty a3 &
[ vistor Services Zone .'l. e ] F4 i_“' n
| Social s Zone ; e z iR 2
™ : m . m
NPS Tralls Connecting CWDW Project: Area 5 i . NE
o = @ Jacksan 5t
= =« »Poloma: Hertege National Scenk Trasl Route w = '
- - &
H Trinity College = T Hamlin 5t ME
2 i Girard $t NE Langdaon Park
0 015 03 0.6 Miles Feanbiin SEN s

Alternative Concept
Missouri Ave. Corridor: Adds Recreation and Community Garden Zones
Fort Slocum: Adds Recreation Zone
Fort Totten: Adds Community Garden, Site Sensitive Recreation, and
Connecting Corridor Zones
10.Barnard Hill Park and Fort Totten Corridors: Adds Natural Resource and
Recreation Zones along the corridors
11. Barnard Hill Park: Adds Connecting Corridor, Natural Resource, and Site
Sensitive Recreation Zones
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Saint

Alternative Concept
12. Fort Mahan: Adds Site Sensitive Recreation Zone and expands Recreation Zone

Connector between Fort Mahan and Fort Chaplin: Adds Recreation Zone to the northern and scuthern edges,
changes to Connecting Corridor Zone from Natural Resource area

1<. Senehan 13. Fort Chaplin South: Adds Recreation Zone along Burns St SE and 40th Pl SE and access point along C St SE

13. Fort Dupont Park Fort Dupont-Anacostia link: Changes area along northern edge to Recreation Zone

14. Fort Stanton 14, Fort Dupont Park: Adds Recreation, Site Sensitive Recreation, Community Garden, and Connecting Corridor Zones
Fort Stanton: Adds Site Sensitive Recreation Zone and changes eastern edge to Recreation Zone
Anacostia Community Museum: Changes area at Erie St SE to Special Use Zone
Suitland Parkway: Changes to Connecting Corridor Zone
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15. Shepherd Parkway (excluding Parkland): Adds Connecting Corridor
and Site Sensitive Recreation Zone to eastern edge and Site Sensitive

16. Fort Foote Park: Adds Site Sensitive Recreation and Cultural Resource

Recreation Zone at Fort Greble
Parkland: Adds Recreation Zone

zones and enables internal trail
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