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Project Summary

The Smithsonian Institution submitted preliminary and final site development plans to address stormwater runoff and erosion problems within the 
National Zoological Park’s outdoor elephant exhibit yards (Yards 1, 2, and 4). The Elephant House was constructed in 1937 and is a contributing 
element of the National Zoological Park Historic District listed in the National Register of Historic Places. An addition to the Elephant House was 
constructed in 2008 along with the current configuration of the outdoor elephant yards creating an exhibit area called the Elephant Trails.

Rain events are creating erosion gullies and sand migration due to steep slopes (up to 25%) in the yard exhibits. The project proposes to regrade 
Yards 1 and 4 to reduce runoff and erosion issues and direct water into improved stormwater management infrastructure. Additional improvements 
to support animal care and maintenance within the yards are also proposed, including modifying an existing pool in Yard 1 to reduce runoff and 
improve animal access; infilling an existing pool in Yard 2; and planting turf grasses and shade canopy trees in Yard 4. 

No new structures or buildings are proposed and existing buildings and viewing areas will not be modified.
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map
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Site Context
• Steeply sloped at approximately 10%
• Fully enclosed
• Concrete exhibit pool with curbed edge at 

the bottom of sloped space
• Stormwater runoff carries sandy substrate 

downslope and into the pool

• Gently sloped at approximately 7%
• Fully enclosed
• Concrete exhibit pool located on southern 

edge of the exhibit

• Steeply sloped at approximately 10%-15%
• Fully enclosed
• Rain events cause sand migration and 

creates erosion gullies
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Proposed Improvements



National Capital Planning Commission6 File: 8702

Proposed Work – Yard 1
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Proposed Work – Yard 1
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Proposed Work – Yard 1 Add/Alternate
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Proposed Work – Yard 2
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Proposed Work – Yard 4
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Proposed Work – Yard 4
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Tree Preservation Plan
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Proposed Landscape Plan
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Additional Considerations
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