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Project Summary

The Smithsonian Institution has submitted preliminary site development plans for a new accessible walkway to the Great Flight Aviary at the 
National Zoological Park in Washington, DC. The primary purpose of the project is to provide an accessible connection from the Bird House interior 
exhibits and the Great Flight Aviary (GFA) to the Bird House Plateau southern exhibit trail. Currently visitors exiting the Bird House from the 
mezzanine level or returning from the GFA do not have a clear accessible connection to the other exhibits on the Bird Plateau. The only way to enter 
and exit the GFA accessibly is through the Bird House which is not ideal. As one of the final projects to complete the transformation of the Bird 
Plateau, this project will provide an accessible route connecting key viewing experiences.
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Location Map
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Great Flight Aviary - History
The Bird House, designed by municipal architect Albert Harris, was originally 
completed in 1928. Beginning in 1935, an addition was constructed on the 
south side of the building utilizing the same brick material strategy, style, 
and ornamentation as the original and completed by the Public Works 
Administration. The building underwent numerous renovations in the 1960’s. 
Significant among them were the removal of the building’s entry portico and 
hipped roof over the elevated central gallery in favor of modern 
replacements. Also occurring during the 1960’s was the construction of the 
Great Flight Aviary. The form consisted of six parabolic steel arches that 
formed a circle roughly 130 feet in diameter with a central mast height of 
nearly 90 feet that was then covered by a vinyl coated steel wire mesh. A 
concrete bridge in the form of an arc supported by pyramidal piers spans the 
gap between the original Bird House and the Aviary. 

In 2017, the Bird House and Bird Plateau underwent large scale renovation 
including an extension to the north façade for a new main entry clad in bird 
friendly glazing and metal panels in hues complementary to the historic 
brick structure. Other components of this renovation included updates to the 
north entry sequence from the Bird Plateau, replacement of the 1960’s 
skylight with a pyramidal formed skylight, various bird friendly treatments to 
historic features, and introduction of handrails to the Great Flight Aviary 
bridge. 
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Great Flight Aviary – Existing Conditions
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Great Flight Aviary – Existing Conditions
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Great Flight Aviary – Existing Conditions
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Great Flight Aviary – Existing Conditions
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Design
The project includes:
• An 8’-0” wide ramp at 1:12 max 

slope with required landings 
providing accessible access to 
second floor of the Birdhouse and 
Great Flight Aviary. 

• The ramp is made of six runs of 
ramp and 6 landings providing an 
accessible ramp.

• A 10’-0” wide planting zone 
proposed between the ramp and 
new fence to provide required 
predator exclusion separation. 
This includes:
o 60’-0” of new exhibit yard 

fence at the bottom of the 
ramp with integrated visitor 
viewing.

o 86’- 10” of new solid exhibit 
yard  fencing alongside ramp 
in two sections to maintain 
privacy in back of house 
spaces.

o Predator protection atop all 
fencing on the south side of 
ramp. Predator protection 
will consist of steel anti-climb 
panels and 5 strand hot wires 
mounted to top of fencing. 
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway and Circulation
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway – Birdseye View
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Details
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Details
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Design Details
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Landscape Plan
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Landscape Details
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Landscape Details
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Rendering
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Rendering
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Rendering
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Rendering
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Sections
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Details



National Capital Planning Commission24 File: 8701

Great Flight Aviary Walkway Railing Details
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Fencing
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Great Flight Aviary Walkway Materials 
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