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Project Summary

The National Park Service (NPS) has submitted preliminary site development plans for the replacement of the cantilever structure and adjacent retaining walls on the Clara 
Barton Parkway between Cabin John Parkway and the Macarthur Boulevard exit ramp. The proposal also includes demolition of the Glen Echo Overpass; however, NCPC does 
not review demolition projects. The retaining walls and cantilever structure allow the Parkway to fit within the restrictive terrain. West-bound vehicles travel on the upper 
portion of the cantilevered structure and east-bound vehicle travel on the lower level beneath the cantilever. Approximately 40,000 people use the Clara Barton Parkway 
daily.

Multiple evaluations, including by the Federal Highway Administration, have concluded that the concrete cantilever structure is at the end of its useful life. If NPS does not act 
on replacing this structure, weigh restrictions and lane closures will be necessary for public safety. NPS proposes to replace the existing 1,409-foot long cantilever structure by 
removing the existing cantilevered slab while keeping the existing retaining wall and footing in place to hold back soil. A new retaining wall will be constructed adjacent to the 
existing wall and anchored in place. A new cantilevered slab with a narrower overhand would be constructed. Drainage, rock fall areas, safety railings, and new roadway 
signage are also proposed. All new materials are intended to match the texture, color, and appearance of the existing cantilever structure.

The Clara Barton Parkway is listed in the National Register of Historic Places as part of the George Washington Memorial Parkway and the cantilever structure is a contributing 
feature of the Clara Barton Parkway Cultural Landscape. 
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Location Map

Site Location
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Project Overview - Cantilever
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Remove existing cantilevered slab 
while keeping the existing retaining 

wall and footing in place to hold 
back soil.

Remove cantilever. Install new 
concrete retaining wall adjacent to 
existing structure, secure in place.

Excavate and stabilize approximately 12 
feet of hillside to construct new, narrower 
cantilevered slab. Establish drainage ditch 

and rock fall area.
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Project Overview – Retaining Walls

• Replace approximately 2,000 
feet of concrete retaining walls 
along the Clara Barton Parkway. 

• Use similar approach to the 
cantilever structure, with new 
walls constructed adjacent to 
existing walls.

• Smooth concrete finish that 
matches existing wall color 
texture, color, and appearance.

• New safety railings that meet 
current safety hardware 
standards.
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Project Overview – Glen Echo Overpass

• Built in 1961 as part of the 
abandoned plan to expand the 
Clara Barton Parkway to four 
travel lanes inbound to 
Washington, DC.

• Unused since its completion.

• Assessments of the bridge 
identified issues with safety 
railing, drainage issues, 
overgrowth, concrete spalling, 
loose rock, and erosion near the 
south abutment and pier 
columns.

• Demolishing the bridge at the 
same time as the cantilever 
structure construction is more 
cost-effective.

• Minimal site restoration required 
for demolition.
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Additional Considerations
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Outreach and Coordination

• Section 106 Consultation underway with Maryland Historic Trust (MHT) and the 
Consulting Parties. NPS and MHT have prepared a Memorandum of Understanding to 
address adverse effect on Clara Barton Parkway.

• Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), a draft Environmental 
Assessment (EA) will be released on September 9, 2025 for a 30-day public scoping 
period.
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