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Project Summary

The Fallen Journalists Memorial will be located on parkland at a triangular site (Reservation 201) under the jurisdiction of the
National Park Service (NPS) and managed by the National Mall and Memorial Parks. The site is situated at the intersection of 
Independence Avenue, Maryland Avenue, and 3rd Street, SW.

The memorial design features a hardscape stone plaza overlaid with a grove of trees and an array of cast glass beams that 
collectively form the primary memorial element. These beams create a circular Remembrance Hall at the heart of the site. Visitors 
would access the memorial through three entrances located at the northeast, southeast, and southwest corners of the site.

In 2020, Congress authorized the Foundation to establish a commemorative work in the District of Columbia and its 
environs to commemorate America’s commitment to a free press by honoring journalists who sacrificed their lives 
in service to that cause (PL 116-253). In January 2023, the president authorized locating the memorial within Area I 
as outlined in the Commemorative Works Act (CWA)(Public Law 117-328). 
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Project Summary

In April 2023, the Foundation received site approval from the National Capital Planning Commission and the US Commission of 
Fine Arts to design the memorial on the site (Site O) located at Independence Avenue, Maryland Avenue, and 3rd Street SW. 

In June 2023, the Foundation initiated a design team competition by inviting a broad and diverse group of 118 architects, 
designers, and artists from the U.S. and abroad to submit proposals. 

In March 2024, the Foundation announced the selection of John Ronan Architects to design the memorial. 

October 2024, NCPC approved comments supporting the design approach but finds the design must balance memorial purpose, 
materiality, and functionality, while considering the site context and visitor experience. 

On January 16, 2025, CFA “reiterated their strong support for the memorial’s proposed design as beautiful and poetic, 
commenting that it will expand the design vocabulary used for commemorative public spaces.” 

NPS initiated Section 106 consultation with the District of Columbia on October 8, 2024 and has determined that there would be 
no adverse effect on historic properties. The NPS has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

In July 2025 there was a working group session to discuss some of the issues and the proposed changes presented address 
comments from the October 2024 meeting.
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map
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Site Location with Context
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Memorial as a Story

The memorial design consists of a collection of 
transparent, solid glass elements arranged on 
the site in a seemingly accidental manner 
which aggregate to form a pure cylindrical 
space at the heart of the site, suggesting the 
way ostensibly disconnected facts coalesce to 
form a journalist’s story.
Experiencing the memorial is a journey of 
discovery that unfolds slowly, space by space 
like a story, and casts the visitor in the role of 
investigative journalist pursuing truth wherever 
it leads.
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Aerial View
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Memorial Components

The memorial design consists 
of the interplay of three 
superimposed design 
elements –a hardscape stone 
plaza overlaid with a grove of 
trees that sidestep the array 
of cast glass elements which 
aggregate to form the 
memorial’s circular 
Remembrance Hall at the 
heart of the site. 
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Context Plan
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Access and Circulation
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Path Comparison Sidewalk widths to 15’ - 0”

The visitor path maintains an 8’ clear width 
throughout (3’ clear width is required per the 
ADA and ABA). 

Path with ADA clear space.

Access and Circulation
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Independence Avenue ROW Third Street ROW

Maryland Avenue ROW Southeast Corner

Access and Circulation
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Quote Location Study
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Pylon Locations



National Capital Planning Commission15 File: 8449

Pylon
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Remembrance Hall
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Lens Revision
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Lens



National Capital Planning Commission19 File: 8449

Event Fit Test
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Streetscape Design – Proposed ROW
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Streetscape Design – Proposed ROW with 
Granite Benches



National Capital Planning Commission22 File: 8449

NE CornerSE CornerSW Corner

Streetscape - Corners
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Streetscape - Trees
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Streetscape – Additional Planting
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Streetscape – Tree Pits and Wells
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Site Drainage and Utilities
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Visitor Comfort - Seating
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March June

September December

Visitor Comfort – Shade Study
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WinterFall Spring/Summer

Seasonal Views
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ProposedExisting

Viewshed Analysis
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ProposedExisting

Viewshed Analysis
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ProposedExisting

Viewshed Analysis
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ProposedExisting

Viewshed Analysis
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ProposedExisting

Viewshed Analysis



National Capital Planning Commission35 File: 8449

ProposedExisting

Capitol View Study
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ProposedExisting

Capitol View Study
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ProposedExisting

Capitol View Study
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Lighting
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Remembrance HallPath

Lighting Study
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Glass Elements
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Skateboard Deterrence



National Capital Planning Commission42 File: 8449

Security
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