
National Capital Planning Commission1 File: 8703October 9, 2025 | File: 8703

Washington Union Station Lighting Upgrades

50 Massachusetts Avenue, NE
Washington, DC

Approval of Comments on Concept Plans

Union Station Redevelopment Corporation



National Capital Planning Commission2 File: 8703

Project Summary:
NCPC File Number:

NCPC Review Officer:

Session:

Applicant Request:

NCPC Review Authority:

Commission Meeting Date:

Project Summary

The Union Station Redevelopment Corporation (USRC) has submitted plans for proposed improvements to the lighting at Washington Union Station, which is located at 50 
Massachusetts Avenue, NE in Washington, DC, just north of the U.S. Capitol Complex. The design approach is guided by three foundational objectives:

• Public Safety and Security: Elevating light levels throughout the station and its immediate surroundings to foster a safer, more welcoming environment.

• Energy Efficiency: Replacing outdated fixtures and internal optics with focused, low-energy LED technology to reduce consumption and align with contemporary 
sustainability goals.

• Architectural Enhancement: Introducing a layered hierarchy of light that reinforces the spatial rhythm and historic character of the building, while respecting its original 
design intent.

This Concept submission outlines upgrades to both interior and exterior lighting systems. Proposed enhancements include indirect uplighting to accentuate architectural 
features while improving visibility and safety. The exterior scope encompasses the southern façade facing Columbus Circle, adjacent pedestrian sidewalks and drop-off lanes, 
and the Colonnade—specifically the Front Entry Portico, Executive Entry Portico, Carriage Porch, and connecting Loggia. The interior scope includes lighting improvements and 
supplemental fixtures within the Main Hall, West Hall, East Hall, and Retail Concourse.
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Location Map

Site Location
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Overall Site Plan
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Ground Level Plan
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Mezzanine Level Plan
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Lighting Context / Examples
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Lighting Framework
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Existing / Proposed – Delaware Avenue
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Existing / Proposed – Massachusetts Avenue
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Columbus Circle Lighting 
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Façade Lighting Components



National Capital Planning Commission13 File: 8703

Main Level Lighting Plan
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Main Level Lighting Ceiling Plan
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Existing / Proposed – Front Entry Portico
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Front Entry Portico – Lighting Components
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Main Entry Portico – Lighting Section
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Proposed Pole Additions
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Existing / Proposed Colonnade Lighting



National Capital Planning Commission20 File: 8703

Proposed Entry / Colonnade Lighting
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Historic Light Fixture Improvements
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Existing / Proposed Carriage Porch Lighting
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Proposed Carriage Porch Lighting
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Existing / Proposed West Hall Lighting
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