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Office of Personnel Management/OPM 

Project Overview: 
This is a new proposed location for Verizon, due to the transfer of the existing site at DOI/SIB to the Federal 
Reserve Board. 2 
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 Project Report 

Project Description: 

Cellco Partnership, d/b/a Verizon Wireless is licensed by the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) to provide wireless service, 
including licenses to deploy its network in the Greater Washington, 
D.C. metropolitan area. Verizon Wireless proposes install a new 
communications facility on the roof of OPM, in order to continue to 
meet coverage and capacity objectives for the immediate area as 
part of this network. 

This is especially crucial on time frame due to the termination by GSA 
of the existing site located at DOI SIB. The absence of this site, and its 
associated coverage and capacity will have a devastating effect on 
the area, as it is very heavily trafficked by travelers on Constitution 
Avenue, visitors to the Mall, and covers a great deal of surrounding 
federal offices and key thoroughfares. It will also have an impact on 
911 calls, public safety and first responders. 

Proposed Installation: 

The proposed facility consists of (3) main antenna sectors, resulting 
in (10) of the (12) total antennas. The first sector will be sled 
mounted to the northwest corner of the rooftop and consist of four 
(4) antennas. The second sector will be sled mounted on the west 
facing side of the rooftop and consists of three (3) antennas. The 
third sector will consist of three (3) antennas sled mounted on the 
south side of the east wing of the rooftop. The remaining (2) 
antennas are small self-contained radio/antenna combos, and will be 
mounted on very small low profile sleds on the corners of the south 
end of the east wing. 

The equipment that supports this facility is proposed to be located 
on a steel beam platform that will be located right next to the 
existing T-Mobile platform, and is not visible from any street level 
vantage point.. 

Visibility: 

The addition of Verizon Wireless antennas at this facility will be no 
more visible than the current carrier installations. The visual 
impact of the new installation will be minimal to the aesthetics of 
the building and the surrounding area. 

Capacity Issues: 
Solid voice communications are an important necessity related to 
every day public safety, and are especially critical in the event of 
emergencies or unplanned events. Voice communication requires 
robust data capacity to ensure reliability. Additionally, with the 
proliferation of Smartphones, apps, photography and video 
streaming demand a persistent connection to the network, as the 
phones connect to the “Cloud” and do not release from it, even 
when not in use. This creates an unprecedented demand on the 
capacity of the network, particularly at large scale events where 
users are congregated in one place, and utilizing these streaming 
features non-stop. The addition of this site will help to maintain 
an adequate level of network coverage and capacity. 
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 Project Report 
Safety Considerations: 

It is Verizon Wireless’ goal to continue to provide reliable service to 
the public. From a safety perspective, there is an immediate need to 
improve capacity throughout DC and particularly in the core of the 
Capital and National Mall areas. Verizon Wireless is a major supplier 
of mobile communications to all of the US Government Agencies and 
is the priority network provider for DC Government, which includes 
the majority of first responders. Capitol Police, Park Police and many 
other crucial public safety agencies utilize the Verizon network, as 
well. Improvements to capacity are not only crucial for the improved 
safety for the many large scale events held throughout the year but 
are highly critical in the event of an emergency or other “unplanned 
event”. The addition of a site at this facility will help to ensure that 
the network can continue to provide enough coverage and capacity 
for both the public and emergency service agencies to utilize. 

Alternatives Considered: 

Both OPM and DOI Main were vetted as possible locations. DOI was 
found to have no space for additional carriers and did not meet the 
coverage objective. Because the OPM building is already utilized as a 
telecommunication facility by at least two other carriers, it was felt 
that the impact of adding another carrier would be minimal. 

Project Budget: 

No government funds are being utilized for the installation of the 
proposed antennas. 

Project Schedule: 

The installation of this site is extremely urgent, and we are 
requesting an expedited review, due to the termination of 
Verizon Wireless’ existing site at DOI SIB. 

Construction commence: Mid-September 2018 

Construction completion: Mid-October, 2018 

Historic Preservation: 

GSA, in coordination with Verizon Wireless, is initiating this 
review required under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1996, and Verizon Wireless will assist GSA as 
required. 

Building Codes and Operational Maintenance: 

Installation of the proposed antennas will be completed in 
compliance with the International Building Code 2015. Verizon 
Wireless will conduct regular periodic inspections of the site to 
ensure its continued, safe operation. The roof is a secured area 
and is not accessible by the general public. 

Conclusion: 

Verizon Wireless has worked very closely with GSA to design this 
telecommunications facility. The resulting changes will pose 
minimal impact on the subject building and the surrounding area. 
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EXHIBITS 
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Vicinity Map 
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 Aerial Map 
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 Neighborhood Description 

Surrounding landmarks include: 

To the North of the building: US Department of State Washington Passport Agency, GSA (General Service 
Administration). 

To the East of the building: US Department of Interior Museum. 

To the South of the building: South Interior Building, Constitution Gardens. 

To the West of the building: US Department of State. 
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 Overview Map 
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Roof Layout 

Details view shown on 
later slides 
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  Proposed Northwest  and West Sectors 
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  Proposed Alpha and Gamma Sector Details 
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  Proposed South Sector 
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 Proposed Beta Sector Details 
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East Building Elevation 
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West Building Elevation 

17 



North Building Elevation 
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 South Building Elevation 
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Proposed Antennas – JMA X7C-FRO-860-V 

QTY: 3 20 



 Proposed Antennas – JMA X7C-FRO-860-V 
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Proposed Antennas – X7CQAP-FRO-833-V 

QTY: 4 22 



Proposed Antennas – MATSING 6.3DB901  

 QTY: 2 23 



  

 

Proposed Antennas – Nokia AEUA AirScale MAA 2T2R 512A 28 GHz 8W 

QTY: 3 24 



RF Support Letter 
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  RF Propagation without Existing/Proposed Site 

*EOB: GSA Central Office 
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RF Propagation without Existing/Proposed Site 

*EOB: GSA Central Office 
* Ellipse Relo: OPM 
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PHOTO SIMULATIONS 
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  Photo Simulation Location Legend 
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Northeast – Not Visible 
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Northeast – Existing Condition 
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Northeast – Proposed 
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 North View – Existing Condition 

33 



 North View – Proposed 
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Northwest View – Existing 
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Northwest View - Proposed 
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 South View– Existing Condition 
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 South View– Proposed 
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Southeast View – Existing 
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Southeast View – Proposed 
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Southeast View – Proposed* 

*The stealth option was considered, but it was felt that it was more obtrusive than the un-concealed option. 
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West View– Existing 
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West View – Proposed 
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