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Introduction

The Carter G. Woodson Home National Historic Site is located in the northwest quadrant 
of Washington, D.C., on Lot 819 in Square 365 at 1538 Ninth Street, NW. The home is one 
of a series of nine, three-story, brick row houses dating from the early 1870s constructed 
on rectangular lots measuring 120 feet deep and 17 feet 9 1/3 inches wide. Lot 819 is 
bounded on the east by Ninth Street, NW, and on the west by a 10-foot wide alley. 

The Carter G. Woodson Home was designated a National Historic Landmark and listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places on 11 May 1976 and was listed in the District of 
Columbia Inventory of Historic Sites on 3 March 1979. It is also located within the Shaw 
Historic District and the Mount Vernon West National Historic District. In 2003, legislation 
was enacted authorizing the U.S. Department of the Secretary of the Interior to acquire 
the Carter G. Woodson Home in order to establish the site as a unit of the National Park 
System (Public Law 108-192, 117 Stat. 2873, 19 December 2003). The National Park Service 
purchased the home on June 10th, 2005. The property is located in Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission (ANC) 2C01.  When NPS purchased the Woodson Home, they also purchased 
the adjacent two townhouses with the intent of restoring them to support the historic 
houses as an interpretive experience celebrating Woodson’s life and accomplishments.

Historic Structures Report

Beyer Blinder Belle Architects and Planners was hired in 2008 to complete a Historic 
Structures report.  This HSR provided a full developmental history of the building, a detailed 
physical description of every component and system, a condition assessment of the 
building systems, a condition assessment of the building systems and recommendations 
for the treatment and use of the home.  Included in the use options were the two properties 
directly to the north of the Woodson Home.  

The HSR established that the home was divided into 5 distinct periods with the Period of 
Significance being Period 3, 1922-1950.  These dates correspond to the years in which Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson owned and occupied the house, using it as a residence and as an office 
for the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History and its publishing agency, the 
Associated Printers, Inc. 

Further investigation revealed that the home directly adjacent, 1540 Ninth Street, contained 
a significant amount of historic fabric.  The exterior of this home should be restored to 
reflect the Period of Significance.  1542 Ninth Street was almost entirely reconstructed and 
all of the historic fabric for that home was lost allowing for a new design opportunity.

Management Plan

Subsequent to the HSR, NPS proceeded with developing a General Management Plan/ 
Environmental Assessment (GMP/ EA) for the property which was executed in January of 
2013.  Taking into account input during public consultation, NPS developed management 
zones for the property.  The two planning zones are as follows:  Historic Woodson Home 
Zone (town house at 1538) and the Visitor use and Park Operations Zone (town houses 

at 1540 and 1542). Section 106 compliance was completed through the execution of a 
Memorandum of Agreement on 12-12-12.  A Finding of No Significant Impact was signed 
on 12-14-12

The GMP Plan defines these zones as follows: 

Historic Woodson Home Zone - The historic Woodson Home zone would include 
the interior of Woodson’s home and would be managed as a house museum and 
appointed with historically accurate furnishings displayed in a way that would 
be evocative of when Dr. Woodson resided there.  The interior would be restored 
to the appearance of Dr. Woodson’s occupancy (1922-1950).  

Visitor Use and Park Operations Zone – This zone would be the management zone 
and would accommodate visitor orientation, education and other visitor needs.  
Buildings 1540 and 1542 would be rehabilitated and used to accommodate 
interpretive, educational, administrative and maintenance facilities as well a 
mechanical and utility needs.  The required egress stairs and elevator to meet 
code would be provided in this zone as well.  In this zone larger groups would be 
stages while waiting to take a tour of the adjacent home.  

Building History and Project Description
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Program

The following represents key program elements that were developed in both the HSR and 
the GMP and confirmed during the schematic design process:.

Tours and Exhibits – It is expected that ranger guided tours of two groups at 6 to 8 people 
each would be allowed in Woodson’s home at a time.  The tour would meet at the first floor 
exhibit space.  Rangers would lead the group outside to begin the tour on the sidewalk.  
The group would then move into the Woodson home, and experience the interpretive 
museum.  The tour would end on the third floor where the group would then circulate 
through the exhibits and finish on the first floor.

Park Staff – NPS anticipate approximately 10 staff members to work at the site. A private 
office is provided for the Site Superintendent (GS-11) on the second floor at the rear of 
1542.  One shared office for two Park Rangers (GS-9) is located on the first floor at the rear 
of 1542. The remaining staff will use shared workstations located in the basement on 1540.  
The Welcome Desk in 1542 will also be staffed by Park Staff and volunteers.

Circulation – The primary visitor entry is at 1542.  Stairs and a lift mitigate the grade change 
from street level to the first floor of 1542, which corresponds with the first floor levels of 
1540 and 1538.  Two fully enclosed egress stairs have been provided – one at the west 
end of 1540 and one coinciding with the entry sequence at 1542.  The stair at the west 
end of 1540 requires that an additional floor be added to the two story construction to 
accommodate stair access to the third floor.  These two stairs give floor access to all three 
floors and the basement.  An elevator has been provided to give access to all three floors 
and the basement as well.

Space for the Association for the Study of African American Life and History – The Association 
for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH) was established by Dr. Woodson 
in 1915 and the organization continues to thrive today.  Both the enabling legislation for 
the National Historic Site and the General Management Agreement between the NPS and 
the ASALH declare that the ASALH would be allowed to “use a portion of the historic site 
for its own administrative purposes.”  

The ASALH offices have been located at the east end of the Woodson Home on the 
basement level.  The placement of the office space is symbolic in that ASALH offices will 
have offices within 1538, as they had when Dr. Woodson founded the organization.  The 
space provides space for approximately 7 employees in slightly less than 500 square feet.  
The office space has a separate entrance accessible through a stairway at grade level but 
can also be accessed via the main entrance.  ADA accessibility is provided through use of 
the elevator in 1542.  

Parking – The rear yard of the three properties will not be used for visitor or staff parking. 
Due to the urban context of the site, no new parking will be provided for staff of visitors.     
The site is served by the Shaw-Howard University Metro Station and several DC bus lines 
that are less than 1/4 of a mile away. Accessible parking is provided at the street directly 
in front of the facility.  However, the rear yard will include a supported seed and sod cover 
that will allow support of a maintenance vehicle. 

Sustainability – The project will be designed with the goal of meeting LEED gold status.  A 
completed NPS Sustainability Checklist has been included as part of this document. See 
Appendices.

Gross Square Footage – Although the site consists of 3 buildings, the gross square footage 
is relatively small at approximately 10,279 sq. ft. in total. 

BBB identified 1542 to be the location for the main entrance to the Carter G. Woodson 
Historic National Site.  Since the facade of 1542 is an all new construction, the team was 
able to create an entrance that was both visible from the street and easily identifiable as 
the main entrance.  These spaces were organized into 5 zones among the three buildings.

Program Summary – NPS identified a number of programmatic needs including:

•	 Private and shared offices for approximately 8 NPS staff
•	 ASALH workspace
•	 A break room and locker area
•	 A multi-purpose room that could be used as a educational space or 

for special events.
•	 An Information and Orientation area including a reception desk
•	 Exhibit space for permanent and seasonal exhibits
•	 Museum storage and service closets

Building History and Project Description
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Building History and Project Description

Salient Design Features

Carter G. Woodson Home – The Carter G. Woodson Home will be restored to the determined 
Period of Significance (1920-1950) and will include full restoration of the front façade 
(windows, doors, masonry, entry stoop, decorative iron railings) as well as the restoration 
of the alley facades.

1540 – The façade of the townhouse immediately adjacent to the Carter G. Woodson 
Home (1540) will be fully restored (windows, doors, masonry, entry stoop, decorative iron 
railings).  The rear façade will be restored and the existing two story addition will receive a 
one floor extension to accommodate a new required egress stair.

1542 Accessible Entry – The goal is to provide a high level of accessibility and efficient 
circulation without compromising the historic character of the Carter G. Woodson Home.  
On the exterior, an accessible entrance is located at 1542 Ninth Street, thereby eliminating 
the need to alter the front or rear entrance to the Carter G. Woodson Home and compromise 
its integrity.  The facade of 1542 had previously been altered and lost much of the historic 
fabric that still exists on the adjacent town houses.  This allowed for the opportunity to 
rebuild the front facade to regain some continuity between the 3 homes and to provide an 
entrance at grade.  Placing the accessible entrance at this location creates a clear and more 
visible entrance to the museum and National Historic Site.  A wood and glass storefront will 
be provided that gives access to 1542 at the sidewalk level.  Once visitors enter through 
this storefront into a lobby, they will have the choice to ascend up stairs to the first floor 
level of the town homes or to take a lift.  

Connectivity – The proposed schematic design assumes that 1538, the Woodson Home, 
would be restored to the Period of Significance (Period 3:1922-1950) and would be 
established as an interpretive house museum.  However, rather than keeping the circulation 
through the Carter G. Woodson Home separate from the adjacent structures, the design 
links it to the adjacent two town houses (1540 & 1542 Ninth Street) that the NPS owns.

Interior Accessibility – Interior accessibility is provided to every floor of the home by an 
elevator located within 1542 Ninth Street, taking advantage of the less important interior 
spaces of the property adjacent to the Carter G. Woodson Home.  Furthermore, the entry/
connection points into the historic house from the adjacent building have been carefully 
located on each floor to minimize changes to the form and integrity of the building and to 
provide minimal disruption to the historic fabric.  Because the elevator and other modern 
amenities are located in the adjacent properties and placed outside the building envelope 
of the Carter G. Woodson Home, minimal alterations to the interior spaces of the historic 
house will be necessary.  The elevator will require an extension above the roofline of 1542 
to accommodate the elevator overrun.

Mechanical Systems – The preferred design alternative shows no equipment for building 
services for the Carter G. Woodson Home being located within the historic house museum.  
All of these services would be located in the adjacent townhouses and supplied discretely 
to the home through the party wall and within the existing building cavities.  Condenser 
units are to be located at grade in the rear yard of 1542 and will be surrounded by an 
enclosure.

New Egress Stairs – The required second means of egress from the upper floors of the 
Woodson Home is satisfied by the use of the new egress stairs in the adjacent townhouses 
that are accessed by new opening in the party wall at all floor levels of the Woodson Home.  
One of these two stairs requires that an existing two story bump out at 1540 be extended 
upward by one floor so that the stair accommodates egress from all three floors and the 
basement.

The entry and circulation allows for expanded administrative offices, exhibit space, exhibit 
support space, educational space and visitor orientation space in the adjacent townhouses 
that would augment the visitor experience to the home.

Project Phasing  – Due to current budget environment, direction from the comptroller 
through the Regional Director, National Capital Region, it has been requested that 
the facility costs be broken down into two phases.  They are as follows:

Phase I – Building Excavations, Systems Installation, and Historic Home Full Restoration– 
This phase would include the excavation of the basements of 1538, 1540, and 1542.  It 
also includes restoring the exterior of the Woodson home 1538 and a full restoration of 
the interior.  This phase would include the installation of all new building systems with 
the intent that most systems would be included in 1540/1542, not in the Woodson 
Home.   The main goal of Phase I is to fully restore The Historic Home to open it for 
private tours and fund-raising events.

Phase II – Exterior Envelope and Interior Renovation of Adjacent Structures – This phase 
would include rehabilitating the exteriors of the adjacent buildings 1540 front facade 
including providing the addition to the west portion of 1540 to accommodate the 
future new stair.  The rebuild of the east elevation of 1542 front and the construction 
of the main site entrance is part of this phase.  Phase II includes rehabilitating the 
interiors of the adjacent buildings – 1540 and 1542. 
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Existing Site Plan
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Proposed Site Plan
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Site Context

Q Street NW looking south

Ninth Street NW looking southwest Ninth Street NW looking northwest
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Existing Elevations 

Existing West Elevation - Rear Facade Existing East Elevation - Front Facade
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Storefront Precedents
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Proposed Elevations

East Elevation - Front Facade
scale: 1/8” = 1’-0” West Elevation - Rear Facade

Ninth Street NW looking east
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