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Agency Project Manager: Kent Carson, Deputy Chief Engineer, Arlington National 
Cemetery (703) 614'0105; kent.carson@us.army.mil  
 

Project Narrative 

The purpose of this project is to design and construct a simple memorial to serve as an ossuary 
for interring comingled cremated remains of unidentified and unclaimed United States service 
members. The Tomb of Remembrance is planned for Section 70 of Arlington National 
Cemetery, across Patton Drive to the northeast of the Ossuary Complex. It is located at the 
narrowest point of the site between Patton Drive and the Niche Wall, and is situated among 
future individual in'ground burial sites.  In addition to the creation of the memorial, the project 
addresses another need by incorporating a fully accessible pedestrian path between Patton Drive 
and the existing Niche Wall, thus providing much needed access for all visitors.  
 
The existing site, as can be seen from accompanying photos, is a relatively flat grassy area, 
approximately 65 feet wide, with a concrete curb along Patton Drive, and a flagstone path along 
the Niche Wall. The area surrounding the memorial will ultimately have 5 x 5 foot burial plots 
with headstones that will come to within approximately 20 feet of the path. There are existing 
trees that have been planted along the flagstone path and along Patton Drive that will remain. 
The memorial and path will be fit into this tree pattern in a location where there is a missing tree. 
Additional compact ornamental shade trees will be planted around the memorial to provide 
shade. The path will closely follow existing grade, minimizing site disturbance, but will provide 
a fully accessible path, which will consist of lightly textured granite pavers.  
 
At the midpoint of the path there is a slight bend, and it is at this point that the memorial and 
underground vault for cremated remains are located. On the north side of the path, there is a 
semi'circular enlargement of the path width, which is bordered by a semi'circular angled and 
raised inscription stone which commemorates the interred remains. In front of that inscription 
stone is the ossuary (vault) access shaft, which provides the means by which the cremated 
remains are placed in the underground vault. The form of this ossuary shaft element is drawn 
from the shape of a stone cairn, which has historically been used to mark communal grave sites. 
The stone chosen for this element is not the rough textured, more rustic stonework that might be 
seen on historic cairns, but rather an interpretation in a more finished form that is more 
appropriate to the context of the cemetery. 
 
Because of the unusual nature of the interments that occur here, it was important to express the 
diverse and comingled nature of the remains. This is not a burial site for a single individual, but a 
location where comingled and partial unidentified remains will be interred on an ongoing basis. 
As a result, the ossuary shaft enclosure will be made from smaller and varied sizes of granite, 
and the paving area around this enclosure will be paved with smaller and varied sizes of granite 
as well. This diverse and varied texture of materials in the shaft enclosure and paving over the 
underground vault will serve to express the nature of the interred remains that lie below. 
 



Relation to Cemetery Master Plan 

This project will provide a congressionally mandated interment site for remains that had 
formerly been buried at sea. It has been located adjacent to the main ossuary complex at 
Arlington Cemetery, and will be surrounded by gravesites that will receive other cremated 
remains. The location has been chosen for its appropriate location adjacent to these other 
remains, for its appropriate location as a path to provide easy access to the Niche Wall, and in 
order to minimize the impact upon potential conventional burial sites that will surround it. 
 

Schedule and Budget 

The intent is for this facility to be operational in 2015. The project has been funded and the 
projected construction cost is between $300,000 and $500,000. 
 

Environmental Documentation 

Documentation has been included in this submission indicating that this project is subject to a 
categorical exclusion from NEPA requirements as a result of its small size and minimal impact. 
 

Historic Preservation Documentation 

Documentation has been included in this submission from the Commonwealth of Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources indicating that this project has been issued a finding of “no 
adverse effect”. 
 

Maps and Drawings 

See attached submission for graphic description of the project. 



Record of Environmental Consideration 



ANC Record of Environmental Consideration (REC) 

To:  

From:  

Project Title: 

Brief Description: 
 

Anticipated date and/or duration of proposed action:  

Reason for using record of environmental consideration (choose one): 
 

a. Adequately covered in an (EA, EIS) entitled ________________________________________________, dated 
____________________. 
The EA/EIS may be reviewed at _____________________________________________ (location). 

 
OR 
 

b. Is categorically excluded under the provisions of CX ________________, 32 CFR Part 651, Appendix B (and no extraordinary 
circumstances exist as defined in 32 CFR 651.29(b)), because: 
 
 
 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Date          Project Proponent 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Date          Environmental Coordinator 

ANC Form NEPA-REC, 1 Feb 2013 
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Vicinity Map
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Project Location
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Site Photos - Existing
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Site looking East



Site Photos - Existing
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Site looking West



Site Photos - Existing
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Niche Wall looking south



Materials Use Precedents
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Inscription on sloped stone similar to proposed treatment Existing granite walkway at Arlington National Cemetery



Proposed Site & Landscape Plan
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Enlarged Detail Plan
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Rendered Perspective
Elevated view looking south
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Rendered Perspective
View looking south
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Rendered Perspective
View from Patton Drive
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Rendered Perspective
View From Above
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Proposed Finish Materials
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Iridian Granite

(Polished Finish)

Charcoal  Black Granite

(Thermal Finish)

Iridian Granite

(Thermal Finish)

Iridian Granite (Thermal Finish)

Sandblasted Serif Letters
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