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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
1: 09 p. m

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Sorry, can everybody
hear ne? Barely. GCkay. |I'll try to speak up
for those in the room

My parents have been telling ne ny
whole life | speak too loudly. So, this is a
di ff erence.

Good afternoon and wel come to the
Nat i onal Capital Planning Comm ssion's July 9th,
2026 open session. First, Madam Secretary, can
you pl ease take the roll call?

COW SSI ON ROLL CALL

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. Comm ssioner
Cozart?

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Here.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmi ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Her e.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conm ssi oner Bowr on?

COW SSI ONER BOARON:  Her e.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Commi ssioner Argo?

COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Here.
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M5. HOTTEL- COX: Vice Chairman
Levenbach?
VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: Here.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Chairman Scharf ?
CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Here.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssioner Blair?
COW SSI ONER BLAIR: Here.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner
| ngrassi a?
COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Here.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssi oner Di xon?
(No response.)
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner Cash?
COW SSI ONER CASH:  Present.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner
Hender son?
COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  Pr esent .
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmm ssi oner Fal cone?
COW SSI ONER FALCONE: Here.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Marcel Acosta,
Executive Director and Di ane Sullivan, Current

Planning Division Director are, also, in the
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meet i ng.

And, with those present, M. Chairnan,
we have a quorumto proceed.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. Noting the presence of a quorum 1'd
like to call this neeting to order.

Today's neeting is live streaned and
will be available in a few days on video on the
NCPC s website, as is our customary practice.

If there's no objection to the agenda,
t he agenda as posted is adopted as the order of
busi ness.

And if you would all please stand for
t he pl edge of all egi ance.

(Pl edge of Allegiance.)

REPORT OF THE CHAI RVAN

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: Agenda itemtwo is
the Report of the Chairman. First, | hope
everybody had the opportunity to enjoy July 4th,
the sem sesqui ntenni al cel ebrations of our great
republi c.

One thing that | would just note, is
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that as | nove through the various cel ebrations
t hat have been kind of ever present in the
District over the |ast nonth, whether it was the
events on the mall or the fireworks show, | was
really struck by the nunber of people who had
cone to D.C. fromall over our country and all
over the world, to take in this nonentous
occasion here in our nation's capital.

As |'ve said consistently at neetings
in the past, D.C. and the capital region is
truly how Anerica holds itself out to the world.

And it certainly neans a |l ot to Anericans of
all stripes fromall over our country.

And | think preserving the beauty of
our capital, making sure that this incredible
city remains as uni que and remarkable as it has
al ways been over its long and storied history.
It's obviously sonething that's crucial to the

m ssion of this conmm ssi on.

It's a job that | hope we all take very

seriously. And | know that the work that we've

done and ot hers have done to beautify the
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capital in the lead up to these cel ebrations
certainly was renmarked upon, certainly was

appr eci at ed.

we shoul d continue those sorts of practices. W
shoul d conti nue nmaking sure that this capital
remai ns as beautiful a public resource as it has
been long into the future.

| " ve been honored to lead this
Comm ssion over the past year. | think it's
been exactly a year now.

So, we've made it through 12 eventful
nmonths. It's been a great honor to get to chair
this Comm ssion with a history of well over a
century now.

And | sincerely hope that NCPC w ||
conti nue doing the outstanding work that it's
done, wll continue serving an inportant and
productive role in the future of Wshi ngton,
D.C. just as it has in the history of
Washi ngton, D.C.

Second, 1'd note that we do have the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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nmonunent al arch back on our agenda today. Last
time when we considered this project for concept
review, there were unfortunately a nunber of,

| et's say, disturbances in the public gallery,
whi ch | thought were unproductive.

| think it's very inportant that these
neetings continue to renmain open to the public.

|'"ve tried to ensure that these neetings
remain, to the extent possible, in person as
opposed to online.

W have a | ot of people signed up to
testify today, which is absolutely a good thing.

| think the public deserves the right to
comment on matters that cone before this
Commi ssi on.

And | hope that the public who are
present here today are respectful, both of the
peopl e who have cone here to coment on the
project, as well as the various Conm ssioners,
as we deliberate both the arch and really all
the other matters that cone before this

Comm ssion for consideration.
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Wth that having been said -- oh, we
have a new representative here today, Dani el
Fal cone, who's been designated by Congressman
Conmer's team at the House.

Vel come, M. Falcone. You followin
big footsteps. First, Ellie MPherson and was
it Paul G acchetti? | believe was his nane.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Ellie MGowan.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Ellie McGowan. |I'm
getting these nanes m xed up.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: And Ryan G acchetti,
yes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: | apol ogi ze. | got
back to Anerica at about 2:00 a.m |ast night.
But yeah, Ellie McGowan and Conm ssi oner
G acchetti.

But, Comm ssioner Fal cone, wel cone.
W're excited to have you here, and we | ook
forward to having you on our team going forward.

That's all | really have today. Thank
you as always to the professional staff, both

for your diligent work in the lead up to this
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neeting, and, also, for really teaching ne and
instructing ne over the last year as to the work
of this Comm ssion.

It's been an incredibly rewarding
experience for me. And | really appreciate
everything that you do and everything that
you' ve done to help ne get up to speed and get
nore famliar wwth the inportant work that we
do.

Wth that, agenda item nunber three is
the Report of our Executive Director, Marcel
Acosta. Marcel, you can proceed whenever you're
ready.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR

MR. ACOSTA: Yeah. Thank you, Chair
Scharf, and good afternoon. W're pleased to
wel cone two urban planners who have recently
j oi ned NCPC s Long Range Pl anni ng Divi sion.

First, we have WIIl diver, okay. WII
I's an urban planner and policy analyst with
experi ence of |and use planning, housing and

communi ty devel opnent, and federal regulatory
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anal ysi s.

Most recently, he served at the U. S.
Depart nent of Housi ng and U ban Devel opnent.

He, also, worked at the D.C. Ofice of Planning
and at the Urban Institute.

WIl holds a bachelor's degree in urban
studi es and sociology fromthe University of
Pennsyl vani a.

W, al so, have M chael Bochynski .

M chael is a transportation |and use

pr of essi onal who, also, worked as a research and
proj ect assistant for the National Center for
Smart Gowt h and the Environnental Finance
Center at the University of Maryland. He, also,
wor ked at the Cl ean Water Fund.

M chael holds a master's in conmmunity
pl anning fromthe University of Maryl and.

Again, welcone to WIIl and Mchael. M
witten report is in your packets and |I'm happy
to answer any questions that you m ght have.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Marcel.

Do any Conm ssioners have any questions or
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coments for our Executive Director?

(No response.)

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Hearing and seei ng
none, WII|l and M chael, welcone to the team
W' re excited to have you.

This is an incredi ble group of people,
and |"'msure if you've been chosen by our
outstandi ng | eadership teamthat you're up to
the job. And we | ook forward to hearing nore
fromyou in neetings in the future.

Agenda item nunber four is the
Legi sl ative Update. Meghan, do you want to
proceed with that?

LEG SLATI VE UPDATE

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Sure. | don't have
any specific legislation with an update this
nmonth. But, |'m happy to answer any questions
on pending legislation if Conm ssioners have
any.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Do any Conmi ssi oners
have any such questions for our esteened

Secretary/ General Counsel ?
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(No response.)

CONSENT CALENDAR | TEMS

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Hearing and seei ng
none, thank you, Meghan.

And, with that, we'll proceed to agenda
I tem nunber five, which is our Consent Cal endar.

There are two itens on this nonth's Consent
Cal endar .

The first is an application fromthe
National Gallery of Art for approval of coments
on concept plans for the West Building 7th
Street entrance inprovenents.

The second itemis another application
fromthe National Gallery of Art for approval of
prelimnary and final site devel opnent plans for
their exterior signage project.

Are there any questions or matters for
di scussi on on the Consent Cal endar from any
Comm ssi oners?

(No response.)

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Hearing and seeing

none, is there a notion to approve the Consent

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

15
Cal endar ?

VI CE CHAI RMAN LEVENBACH: So noved.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach. |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  Second.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you. | didn't
catch who was first on the second there. That
was the reason for ny nonentary pause.

| s there any discussion on this item
bef ore we proceed?

(No response.)

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Hearing and seeing
none, Madam Secretary, can you pl ease confirm
the notion and the second and take the vote by
roll call?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. The notion was
made by Vi ce Chairnman Levenbach and seconded by
Comm ssi oner Hender son.

Wth that, Conmm ssioner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MS. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner
COW SSI ONER BOARON:  Yes.
MS. HOTTEL- COX: Conmi ssi oner

COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Yes.

Levenbach?

CHAI RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner

COW SSI ONER BLAI R Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner
| ngrassi a?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner

COWM SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Commi ssi oner

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner
Hender son?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  Yes.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Conmi ssi oner

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC
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COW SSI ONER FALCONE:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: The notion carries
unani nousl vy.

ACTI ON | TEMS

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. Wth that notion having passed, we
have two itens on our Open Session Agenda for
t oday.

UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR,
MEMORI AL AVENUE, WASHI NGTQON, D. C. - NEW
MONUVENTAL ARCH

The first is agenda item 6A, which is a
request to approve prelimnary site and buil di ng
pl ans for the new nonunental arch

And, fromour team we have Jam e Herr
presenting. Jam e, you can proceed whenever
you' re ready.

M5. HERR  Menbers of the Conmm ssion,
the U S. Departnent of the Interior has
submtted prelimnary site building plans for a
new nmonunental arch in Menorial Circle in

Washi ngton, D.C for Conm ssion approval.
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At the prelimnary stage, the
Comm ssion is focused on whet her the applicant
addressed the comments made during the concept
review, general consistency with the
conpr ehensi ve plan, and a range of building and
site design topics including viewsheds, building
massi ng, | andscape, and circul ation.

The project is proposed for Menori al
Circle, an existing traffic circle on Col unbi a
| sl and i n Washi ngton, D.C. The project site,
circled in green, connects the Arlington
Menorial Bridge to Menorial Avenue and the
George Washi ngton Menori al Parkway.

The site on Colunbia Island is in
bet ween t he boundary channel .

(Audio interference.)

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: That's a sound |'ve
never heard before in these neetings. Sorry.

(Laughter.)

M5. HOTTEL-COX: As a rem nder, can all
virtual attendees please nmute their m crophones

during the presentati on. Thank you.
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M5. HERR: All right. To the west, the
Arlington National Cenetery and to the east is
t he Lincoln Menorial.

Now, |'Il give a brief overview of the
site history. As a rem nder fromthe concept
review, the need for a bridge connecting the
nort hern and southern shores of the Potomac
River in the area of the Arlington Menori al
Bri dge was docunented as early as the m d-1800s.

The concept for a Menorial Bridge and
Avenue first energed after the Gvil War and
gai ned nonmentum when it was included within the
MM |l an plan, which proposed inprovenents to
the Washi ngton, D.C. Park system

According to the cultural |andscape
report published by the National Park Service in
2024, the Menorial Avenue corridor was designed
as a synbolic and physical |ink between the
Lincoln Menorial, a tribute to the 16th Anmerican
President, the entrance to Arlington Nati onal
Cenetery, and Arlington House, the forner

pl antati on hone of Confederate General Robert E.
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Lee.

The design of the corridor took shape
am dst the Gty Beautiful novenent, which
pronoted formal and classical treatnents for
architectural, engineering, scul ptural, and
| andscape features, all of which were
I ncorporated into the evol ving designs for the
Arlington Menorial Bridge and the Menori al
Avenue corridor.

The corridor was built in phases.
Arlington Menorial Bridge was constructed
bet ween 1926 and 1932. The Boundary Channel
Bri dge was built between 1929 and 1930.
Menorial Avenue was built beginning in 1930.

And, finally, Menorial Crcle was
constructed on Col unbia |sland beginning in
1940. Menorial G rcle was designed as part of
the Western term nus of Arlington Menori al
Bri dge as a neans to connect the George
Washi ngt on Menorial Parkway, Arlington
Boul evard, and Menorial Avenue.

Now, we'll review the existing site

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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conditions. The area has changed significantly
since the original design to the current
conditions today, with several connecting roads,
hi ghways, parkways, nerge |anes, off-ranps, and
trails both at grade and bel ow.

The nost recent design changes to the
Crcle from 2020 were intended to inprove
transportation safety at and near Menori al
Circle while nmaintaining the nenorial character
of the area. The goals were to reduce risks at
key locations within the corridor and to reduce
conflicts between trail, wal kway, and roadway
users.

These changes included splitting the
eastern traffic island to create continuous
vehi cul ar novenent as shown here. These
changes, also, restricted pedestrian access
around the Grcle, and currently there is no
pedestri an access across Menorial Avenue on the
east side of the Crcle or to the center of the
Crcle itself.

The existing site sits in the mddle in
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the center of an inportant view corridor along
Menorial Avenue between the Lincoln Menorial and
Arlington House.

Now, with that as background, | wll
review the proposed prelimnary design. | wll
give an initial overview of the updated project
and the review elenents in nore detail in the
order of the Executive Director's Report.

The applicant is proposing a 250-foot
tall arch as shown here in this rendering.
According to the applicant, the purpose of the
arch is to celebrate 250 years of Anerican
I ndependence by honoring Anerica's founding
principles through installation of a structure
at the intersection of Arlington Menorial Bridge
and Menorial Avenue wthin the George Washi ngton
Menorial Parkway, in a nmanner consistent with
t he avenue's established role as a cerenoni al
gateway and avenue of heroes cel ebrating val or,
sacrifice, and American heritage.

Staff supports the celebration of the

250t h anniversary of the nation's independence
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and recomends the Comm ssion support the
pur pose of the project to celebrate Anerica's
sem qui ncent enni al .

The proposed arch consists of an arch
structure with two legs at a height of 166 feet
to the top of the nezzanine. The observation
deck and statuary plinth is 24 feet in height,
and the larger central statue is 60 feet, for a
total of 250 feet.

The exterior of the proposed arch w |
be clad in stone. The vertical faces of the
arch facing east and west, previously at the
concept plan, included recessed or franmed spaces
that would typically house statuary or relief
scul pture, but have been replaced with a snooth
surface.

The remai ning sides retain these
recesses. As of the concept review, no specific
details on the future use of these spaces has
been identified.

The remai ning details are consi stent

Wi th the concept design, including the top area
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of the arch gold lettering, quoting the Anerican
Pl edge of All egi ance on both east and west -
facing sides.

Above the primary arch structure and
nmezzanine is a recessed area housing the
observation deck, interior space, and above that
t he proposed statuary. The proposed design
still includes a central gold statue fl anked by
snmal | er gold eagl es on each side.

Al the statuaries facing east toward
the Lincoln Menorial, there are, also,
addi tional gold decorative elenents on the
underneath side of the arch and on each verti cal
face. The proposed interior of the arch has
been updat ed.

At the ground level in the south leg is
ticketing and security, back of house spaces,
stairwells, and elevators. In the north leg is
an exit hall, back of house spaces, stairwells,
and el evat ors.

At the nmezzani ne | evel above the |egs,

the plans include a stair hall, restroonmns,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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25
program spaces, and stair and el evator | obbi es.

Two of the staircases and one elevator in the

center of the nezzanine provide access to the
observation | evel above.

The proposed arch sits within a plaza
that includes granite pavers encircled by a seat
wal | and two pedestrian access points lined with
bollards. The two access points face east and
west aligned with the opening of the arch.

The Circle is shown with the new
pedestrian crosswal ks connecting visitors via
pedestrian refuge islands and new traffic
si gnal s.

This enlarge detail of the proposed
site plan shows the Bel gian bl ock apron, a
planting strip that will be used for storm water
managenent, a barricade seat wall, granite
pavers, and bollards. The updated design
i ncludes recessed lighting and traffic signals
at the crosswal ks.

The Circle is shown with new pedestrian

crosswal ks and post - nmount ed pedestrian actuated
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traffic signals, connecting visitors via
pedestrian refuge islands next to the traffic
circle.

Pictured here on the east side, there
are two new crosswal ks that will start at the
| andi ng of the Menorial Bridge, crossing the
traffic onto an island before crossing the
circle drive lane into the arch plaza itself.

The applicant has updated the pl ans
with four traffic signals at each pedestrian
crosswal k, and actuated signal posts wll be
used to control vehicular traffic and all ow
pedestrians to use the various crosswal ks.

Now, I'Ill review the Height of
Bui | di ngs Act and recomrendati ons for the
proj ect.

NCPC s rol e as the central planning agency for
the federal governnent in the nation's capital
has i ncluded application of the Height of
Bui |l dings Act to preserve the horizontal skyline
of the District.

NCPC has historically held that the
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Hei ght of Buildings Act is binding on federal
projects, and NCPC has consistently applied that
position in project reviews since being tasked
with that authority in 1938.

As such, staff recommends the
Comm ssion finds that the Height of Buil dings
Act applies to the project, and consistent with
NCPC s role, to apply the Act through its review
of projects, the project as designed is
I nconsi stent wth the Act.

Therefore, staff suggests the
Comm ssi on request the applicant revise the
project design to conply with the Hei ght of
Bui I di ngs Act and return to NCPC for final
revi ew.

As noted in the Executive Director's
Report, application of the Height of Buildings
Act woul d not prevent the stated goal of 250
feet as the Act differentiates between habitable
bui | di ng space and architectural enbellishnments
i ke statuary.

Wi | e the habitable buil ding space
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woul d be limted under the Heights of Building
Act to 130 feet plus the 20-foot penthouse, NCPC
coul d approve statuary above that height. Here,
the applicant would need to redistribute 40 feet
fromthe arch structure to the statuary to

achi eve the intended 250-foot height.

| wll now review the updated
pedestrian accessibility plans and
recomendati ons. The concept plans indicated
new pedestrian crosswal ks with pedestrian
actuated signals, but no other details about
pedestrian access or safety.

And t he Comm ssion requested a
transportation study that eval uated the proposed
pedestrian access to ensure visitors could avoid
pedestrian vehicular conflicts.

The applicant has updated the plans and
included a prelimnary traffic study showi ng the
sane traffic island configuration wth the
addition of four full signals at each of the
ei ght pedestrian crosswal ks to stop traffic for

pedestri ans.
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This plan detail shows the three
crosswal ks in the traffic island on the east
side of the Crcle with the new crosswal k from
the Mount Vernon Trail at the south.

In addition to the proposed traffic
signals, the plans reconfigure the Crcle and
connecting roadways to elimnate vehicul ar nerge
nmovenents through the Crcle, including the
nort hbound and west bound traffic through
novenents around the circle from northbound
Washi ngt on Boul evard. The prelimnary traffic
study states this is to i nprove pedestrian
saf ety and driver expectations.

Staff finds the traffic novenment wl|
be sinplified and the addition of pedestrian
activated traffic signals will provide safer
pedestrian and bicycle circulation for visitors
to the arch, as well as daily conmuters.

Staff, also, finds that while the
proposed traffic signals will inprove pedestrian
safety, the inclusion of 32 individual traffic

signal poles around the Crcle could also create
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visual clutter in the viewshed and recomends
t he Comm ssi on encourage the applicant to
consider fewer individual traffic signal poles
shoul d additional analysis warrant a reduction
wi t hout conprom sing safety.

Now, I'Ill review the proposed vehi cul ar
net wor Kk changes and recomendati ons. As
previously noted, there is currently no
pedestrian access via crosswalks to the Grcle
or across Menorial Avenue on the east side, as
the Crcle sees heavy volunes of traffic,
especially from northbound Washi ngt on Boul evard
to eastbound Menorial Bridge and fromthe bridge
to northbound Arlington Boul evard. Both of
t hese nove-ins have continuous | anes around the
Circle currently.

At the concept review, the Conm ssion
requested a transportation study that identifies
any potential inpacts of the proposed project on
the road network and | evel of service.

The applicant has prepared a

prelimnary traffic study, and according to the
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subm ssion, the plans include renoving the |eft
turn | ane on northbound Washi ngt on Boul evard to
enter the Crcle and continue north and west.
The plans al so i nclude noving the trail
crossings closer to the Circle fromthe existing
| ocation and adding the four full traffic
signals at each crosswal k.

The study notes that there will be
I npacts to vehicular traffic and access around
the Crcle, including the renoval of the
nor t hbound and west bound novenents around the
Crcle, where visitors will no |onger be able to
access Arlington National Cenetery directly from
Washi ngt on Boul evard.

The study notes that there wll be --
yeah. Let's see. The applicant has, also,
stated that further refinenent of traffic signal
timng wll occur as visitation to the arch is
bett er under st ood.

The District Departnent of
Transportation, or DDOT, and Arlington County

have subm tted comments on their prelimnary
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i nformation, and staff recommends the Conmm ssion
request the applicant provide, as part of the
final subm ssion, updated information regarding
the potential offsite inpacts to the vehicul ar
transportation network in response to comments
from DDOT and Arlington County, and requests the
applicant continue to work with the Federal

H ghway Adm nistration, District Departnent
Transportation, Arlington County, and other
agenci es, as appropriate, regarding the proposed
changes and inpacts to the surface
transportati on network.

Now, |'Il review the proposed | oading
and unl oadi ng pl an and recommendati ons. At the
concept review, the Conm ssion requested
I nformation regardi ng parking and | oadi ng and
unl oading for visitors to the arch to ensure
safe access for those of all abilities and
m nimze disruption to the traffic network.

The applicant is proposing to utilize
the Arlington National Cenetery garage for

visitor parking and Menorial Avenue for visitor
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pi ckup and drop-off.

As such, staff recommends the
Comm ssi on request the applicant provide details
regardi ng pi ckup, drop-off, and | oadi ng
| ocati ons, and coordinate with Arlington
Nati onal Cenetery prior to final review
regardi ng the use of the Menorial Avenue and the
cenetery parking garage for arch visitor
par ki ng.

Next, | wll review visitor safety and
their recommendati ons. At concept review, the
Comm ssi on requested the applicant provide as
part of this review a risk assessnent and
eval uation of the project to ensure that the
proposed design wi |l address security
consi derati ons.

The applicant included a summary of the
project's security considerations and details
regarding the site elenents, including the
barri cade seat wall, bollards, security caneras,
and interior screening features.

As such, staff recommends the
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Comm ssi on support integration of site security
features, including the seat wall, to help
protect the visitor experience while not
detracting fromthe project design.

Next, I will review aviation safety and
t he recommendati ons. The Conm ssion previously
recomended during the concept review, the
applicant continue consultation with the Federal
Avi ation Adm ni stration, or FAA to evaluate
potential inpacts of the proposed project on air
navi gati on and provide an update to the
Comm ssion as part of this review

The Comm ssion, al so, advised the
applicant that any design recomendati ons
provi ded by the FAA should be incorporated into
t he proposed project prior to the Comm ssion's
final action.

According to the subm ssion, the FAA
conducted a limted aeronautical review
concerning the feasibility of the arch and found
the structure would have no significant adverse

effect on airspace and visual instrunent
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procedures at Ronal d Reagan Washi ngt on Nati onal
Airport, subject to the inclusion of red
obstruction |ights.

The FAA still requires a full
aeronautical study for the actual -- the final
design of the arch prior to its construction.
And, therefore, staff recommends the Comm ssion
requests the final plans include any
navi gational or safety lighting as required by
the Federal Aviation Adm nistration, and advi ses
the applicant that if, subject to the full
Federal Aviation Adm nistration study, any
conponent of the project design that nust be
al tered, the updated design nust be submtted to
t he Conm ssion for review

This section wll cover viewsheds and
their related recomendati ons. At concept
review, the Conmm ssion requested updated photo
vi sual i zati ons of existing and proposed
pedestrian |l evel views from nunber one, the
north steps of the Jefferson Menorial |ooking

toward the Lincoln Menorial, and fromthe CGeorge
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Washi ngt on Menorial Parkway; nunber two, | ooking
south toward the Circle froma point inmediately
south of 1-66; and nunber three, |ooking north
toward the Crcle froma point near the Lyndon
B. Johnson Menorial G ove.

The applicant has included updated
renderings fromsone of these vantage points,
whi ch denonstrate the visual inpact of the arch
which I will review now

This is a new rendered view fromthe
Jefferson Menorial |ooking toward the arch with
before on the left and after on the right. This
iIs a new rendered view fromthe George
Washi ngt on Menorial Parkway | ooki ng sout h,
before on the left and after on the right.

Based on the new subm tted renderings
of distant views, visual inpacts will be evident
but | ess visible than the direct views fromthe
Menorial Avenue Arlington Bridge access.

At the concept review, the Conm ssion,
al so, requested to see the design options that

were explored to avoid or mnimze inpacts on
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t he visual connection between Arlington House
and the Lincoln Menorial. This is the before
and after view fromthe Arlington House to the
Li ncoln Menorial, which is one of the
obstructive vi ews.

According to the applicant, during and
prior to the design process, various smaller
arch heights were eval uat ed.

The smaller arches were ultinmately
di sm ssed, because the applicant believes they
woul d have had greater inpact on the cultural
| andscapes, specifically the views between the
Li ncoln Menorial and Arlington National
Cenetery. The smaller designs fully obstructed
this view and did not create any new vi ew ng
opportunities.

By contrast, the proposed arch would
allow a | ess obstructed view through its central
opening. In addition, it states that because
the arch is intended to cel ebrate 250 years of
Aneri can i ndependence, the smaller heights were

not considered representative of this ml estone.
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Based on the subm ssion, staff
recommends the Comm ssion find the scale of the
arch and its openings have a rel ational inpact
on direct and panoram c views fromdifferent
el evations resulting in trade-offs, which should
be considered in balance with the project's
overal | purpose and need.

In its current form the proposed arch
will allow for franmed views of the Lincoln
Menorial and Arlington House fromthe | ower
el evations of Menorial Bridge and Menori al
Avenue. It wll fully obstruct reciprocal views
of the Lincoln Menorial and Arlington fromthe
hi gher el evations of Arlington House and the
Li ncol n Menorial Terrace.

And it wll introduce a new panoramc
vi ew of the nmonunental core fromthe observation
deck. As such, staff recommends the Comm ssion
request the applicant continue to consult, as
necessary, wth the federal agencies and the
Section 106 consulting parties needing --

consulting parties, to continue to explore ways
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to mnimze inpacts to historic resources and to
determ ne appropriate mtigations to resolve
adverse effects to be included in a programatic
agr eenent .

The next session for review and

recomendations is project design and materi al s.
At the concept review, the Conm ssion requested
the applicant provide as part of this

subm ssion, information regarding the proposed
arch and site materials pallet, including

cl addi ng, pavi ng, pedestrian features and
security elements, the proposed |ighting
strategy, including nighttinme renderings from
key views, denonstrating the lighting concept in
context, and the proposed storm water managenent
strategy.

The applicant has submtted the
proposed materials, including three potenti al
granite cladding options for the exterior of the
arch shown on the left, with the paving
materials and other materials as shown.

Staff recommends the Comm ssion request

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

39

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

40

that prior to final review, the applicant
provide information about the final granite
cl addi ng sel ecti on.

Subm ssion states the applicant intends
to include lighting at the site, including in-
ground recess up-lighting, up-lights above the
I npost base, and tablature attic story into an
up-lighting of the statuary. And eight 14 to
20-foot tall ground-nmounted |ight stanchions,
pi ctured here, are planned around the Crcle to
ensure the arch is brilliantly illum nated.

The applicant has provided two rendered
nighttime views, shown here, and staff
recomends the Conm ssion request the applicant
submt a narrative describing the proposed
lighting concept and its relationship to the
Li ncoln Menorial and Arlington National Cenetery
that includes relevant details on the proposed
i ghting stanchions and any other site |lighting,
including illumnation | evels proposed, such as
foot linbers or other neasure, to understand the

rel ative brightness of the nonunent as conpared
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to other national nonunents and nenorials, and
to protect the lighting hierarchy of the
Nati onal Mall.

The applicant has included storm water
managenent details in the subm ssion, and
i ndicated that they will utilize bio-retention
Wi th native grasses and shrubs around the
perinmeter of the GCrcle to accommodate runoff.

Addi ti onal coordination with the
District Departnent of Energy and Environnent
will be necessary to neet all applicable
permtting requirenents.

Finally, our project coordination
recomendati ons for the applicant to consider
that were not already nentioned. At the concept
review, the Conm ssion previously requested, as
part of this subm ssion, updates on the Section
106 process and the National Environnental
Policy Act eval uation process, as conpletion of
both is required prior to the Conm ssion's final
action.

The applicant is | ead federal agency
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for the preparation of the environnental
assessnent, and finding of no significant inpact
pursuant to the National Environnental Policy
Act, and NCPC utilized the applicant's
envi ronnent al assessnent for purposes of
conpl i ance wi th NEPA

The National Park Service initiated the
Section 106 process of the National H storic
Preservation Act on June 6th, 2026, and prepared
a draft assessnent of effects and progranmatic
agreenent and held a consulting party's neeting
on June 15th, 2026.

NCPC desi gnated the National Park
Service as | ead federal agency for the purpose
of conpliance with the Section 106 process of
the National H storic Preservation Act.
Conpl etion of this process will be necessary
prior to final review

As a rem nder for the next stage, a
final review, the Comm ssion wll focus on
topics such as if the coments provided during

this review were adequately addressed,
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architecture and lighting details, and ensuring
confidence that the plans will not substantially
change.

This concludes ny presentation. As
noted previously at this prelimnary review
stage, the Comm ssion is currently focused on
topi cs such as the project's consistency with
the federal elenents of the conprehensive plan,
the architectural and | andscape strategy, the
appropri ateness of the site for the given
context, and how the project will affect views,
vi ewsheds, and circul ation.

| have incorporated those
recomendations into the presentation, so | wll
not read them again. They are included here for
your reference.

I n conclusion, staff recomends the
Comm ssi on approve the prelimnary site and
bui |l di ng plans for the proposed nonunental arch
| ocated on Menorial G rcle and Col unbia Island
in Washington, D.C., with comrents to be

addressed prior to final review.
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Finally, | want to acknow edge that
NCPC has received a substantial nunber of public
coments on the project. The vast mpjority of
the coments received were in opposition, and
the nost conmon concerns related to the inpact
to the setting of Arlington National Cenetery,
vi ews, height, and scale, and safety.

The applicant teamand the architect
are here to answer any questions the Conm ssion
may have and staff is available, as well. Thank
you.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Thank you, Jam e.
have a coupl e questions, actually, for the
project team if there are fol ks who are
avai | abl e?

First, how far, with respect to
par king, how far is the Arlington, sort of,
parking conplex fromthe arch itself? Do we
know t hat ?

(O f-m crophone comments.)

M5. HOTTEL- COX: And whil e she does

that, if you could introduce yourself for the
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record, that would be great.

M5. FETZER  Yeah, sure. H everyone.
Good afternoon. M nane is Julie Fetzer. [|I'm
currently acting as the Transportati on Program
Manager for the National Capital Region of the
Nat i onal Park Servi ce.

So, as you can see on the map here, the
ANC par ki ng areas, which are indicated on the
bottom | eft-hand side of the screen, are
generally the areas where people would park and
then wal k up King Street and then down Menori al
Ave.

So, it's about a 10-m nute wal k.

CHAl RVAN SCHARF:  Ckay.

M5. FETZER | don't have the |inear
feet handy. W can include that in our final
subm ssi on.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: And if sonebody were
i ke, taking an Uber over or whatever, they
woul d be dropping off in that proposed
| oadi ng/ unl oadi ng area? |s that the idea?

M5. FETZER  Either in that |oading and
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unl oadi ng area, or nore |ikely along Menori al
Ave.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: I nteresting, okay.
WIl we have details on what's going into the
recessed spaces and sort of the, | guess,
statuary type stuff prior to final in Septenber?

|s that sonmething that's -- what |'m
trying to avoid is having to cone back in wth
new plans and go through this whol e process
agai n.

MR. SHARP: Yeah, the plan is that the
structure -- this is Nicholas Sharp, wth
Harri son Desi gn.

The plan is that the nonunent itself
will not change. But, the statuary will be
fitting in wthin the niches and areas that have
been created wthin it.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: (Okay, gotcha.

MR, SHARP: And that'll be submtted to
the Comm ssion of Fine Arts on its own track,
and then ultimately here.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Do you know rough
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tineline on that or?

MR. SHARP: | don't know.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Okay. And then,
| astly, before we bring this in for final, would
It be possible to get rendered views fromthe
observation deck itself?

O what it would I ook I'ike | ooking out
fromthe observation deck of the proposed arch
over both D.C. and in the direction of D.C. and
then over Arlington?

| s that sonmething that's feasible?

MR, SHARP: Yes, we can produce that.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: kay,

MR. SHARP: Yes, certainly.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: That's all | have.
Do any ot her Conm ssioners have questions either
for Jame or for the project teanf

Vi ce Chai rman Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RMAN LEVENBACH. So, | want to

tal k about the traffic pattern and nake sure |
under st and what you' ve done here.

So, did you | ook at the option of just
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accessing Menorial Crcle from Menorial Avenue,
and not having the access com ng from Menori al
Bri dge?

M5. FETZER  Yes, we did. W |ooked at
a range of different alternatives, which varied
froma tunnel underneath the Crcle, all the way
to, what we would call having the lightest touch
on the | andscape, which would be limting access
to the western side of the Grcle, where traffic
vol unes are relatively | ow.

As we eval uated those alternatives, one
of the things that we found is that concern for
safety by limting access to just one side of
the Grcle.

Cenerally, pedestrians are going to
take the path of least resistance. So, if they
have to go out of their way in order to reach a
crosswal k, they're nore likely to take unsafe
behaviors and try to divert into traffic in
order to get to where they're going.

So, as fol ks are wal ki ng al ong

Arlington Menorial Bridge, they're going to be

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

49

very drawn to the arch, kind of want to get
there as quickly as possible.

So, because of that, the expectation
for themto go out of their way and wal k around
the Circle in order to access it, did not feel
like a realistic expectation. |In order to
provi de that safe crossing opportunity and
encour age people to use the crosswal k, havi ng
access on both sides of the Circle was generally
preferred as the safest option.

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: kay. And
did you -- | think we tal ked about how many
estimated visitors you think you were going to
get in a year in the |last neeting.

Have you run those nunbers to get an
| dea?

MR. SHARP: | don't have the total
nunbers, but the park service -- the security
will be the bottleneck really. And so, they
said that they can process roughly about 80
visitors an hour, and | think open, roughly the

hours of Arlington National Cenetery, which |

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

50

believe was 9:00 to 5:00.

VI CE CHAI RMAN LEVENBACH:. You said 80
an hour? Ckay.

And if you think about visitation to
the cenetery as a benchmark, you know, what do
you think demand versus supply is going to be?

MR. SHARP: | don't have those nunbers,
but | can produce them for you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: Yeah, because
that'll give you an idea of foot traffic. |
think it's four mllion people that visit the
cenmetery every year.

Not that everybody would go to the arch
or other people would go just to the arch and
not necessarily to the cenetery. But, it'd
probably be good to think through, |ike, how
much foot traffic you' re going to get, supply
and demand, how 80 would match up wth demand.

M5. FETZER We did eval uate a higher
nunber of pedestrians visiting. The nunber that
Ni ck gave was generally folks who will be able

to have a ticket to visit the inside of the arch
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in a given hour.

We eval uated a nmuch hi gher nunber. W
eval uated up to 900 pedestrians visiting the
center of the Grcle every hour.

What we found, was that can generally
be accommopdat ed wi t hout najor inpacts to traffic
by strategies |ike creating very w de
crosswal ks, bal ancing the anount of green tine
for those pedestrians, versus vehicl es doing
things like adaptive signal timng to nake sure
t hat pedestrians have enough tinme to cross with
t hat demand.

So, we are confident that we can -- the
traffic signals that are proposed surroundi ng
the Crcle, in conbination with the pedestrian
infrastructure that is proposed, is able to
handl e a nuch hi gher nunber of visitation per
hour .

VI CE CHAI RMAN LEVENBACH: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A1 | have a
guesti on.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Comm SssSi oner
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COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Thank you for
the presentation. | thought it was very
detail ed, especially with the planning and
attention that went into safety features,
managi ng foot traffic, car traffic.

| just had a question. It seens |ike
there's a lot of |like, you know, traffic signs
now and |ights and posts conbined with the
| ighting surrounding the arch itself.

|"'mwondering if there's concern that
there may be a little too nmuch visual clutter at
this stage, at |east based on these plans?

And if there's anything being
considered to potentially mtigate sone of that
visual clutter?

M5. FETZER O course. Thank you for
the question there. The nunber of traffic
signals that are currently proposed was a
conservative | ook at potentially the maxi mum
nunber that woul d be needed at this point in

schemati ¢ desi gn.
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As we nove forward, those nunber of
traffic signals wll be reduced to those that
are needed in order to provide visibility for
drivers to the signals thensel ves.

So, right now there's four proposed per
crosswal k. We would anticipate that nunber to
go down to between two to three for nost of the
crosswal ks as the design progresses.

COWM SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Any ot her questions
before we proceed to public testinony? Yes?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  Back on
transportation rel ated questi ons.

M5. FETZER | was just sitting down.

COMM SSI ONER HENDERSON:  The esti mates
that | saw that were submtted of traffic
i npacts after the arch is conpleted, is that
correct that these are for after conpletion, as
opposed to during construction?

M5. FETZER  Yes.

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: Ckay. Are

there estimates for the inpact during

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

construction?

M5. FETZER  We do have those and we
can provide themin the final subm ssion.

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  That ' s
sonething | would like to see then.

M5. FETZER  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  There's al so,
| think, fromlooking at the maps, but |'m not
entirely clear, during construction, is there
going to be eastbound traffic fromthe direction
of the cenmetery or sout hbound parkway to the
bri dge?

M5. FETZER  Yes. So, eastbound
traffic comng fromthe cenetery will be routed
to the northern side of the Grcle.

So, the northern side of the Grcle,
which is currently one way westbound, wll now
feature two-way traffic during that tenporary
mai nt enance of traffic period during
construction.

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  Ckay.

MS. FETZER: And then, the other
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novenent that you asked about, can you rem nd
me?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: No, that was -

MS. FETZER That was it?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: That was it.

M5. FETZER  Ckay.

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: Ot her t han
al so noting that, you know, there is a
significant rehabilitation of the Roosevelt
Bri dge going on at the sane tine.

MS. FETZER  Correct.

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  So, we're
going to be layering traffic inpacts upon
traffic inpacts for roughly the sanme three-year
period. So, that would be just a consideration
I n how to execute.

A separate question, and this was
raised in the comments by various Arlington
County entities was, and | appreciate the
contact with the FAA on the design and the

lights, and | think that's very inportant.
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But, they raised two issues. One is
the height of the cranes during construction and
I npact on air traffic with that. |s that
sonething that's being di scussed?

MR. SHARP: Yes, it is. And that's
currently being evaluated. So, we'll have
sonething to submt by final subm ssion.

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  Ckay. And the
sane thing with the concern that they raised
about the airline's plans for if an engi ne goes
out on a plane, that the path, because their
coment at least, and I don't knowif it's true,
is that is where a plane would go to turn
ar ound.

MR. SHARP: Yeah, we're still in
communi cation with the FAA and eval uating all
the scenarios that could potentially happen.

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: W I that be
done in tinme for the final subm ssion?

MR SHARP: Yes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: (Okay. And when we

see the final lighting plan, |'m assum ng
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that'll include at nighttinme the sort of FAA-
mandated red lights? |Is that correct?

MR. SHARP: Yes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. Any ot her
guestions?

Heari ng and seei ng none, thank you,
Jam e, and thank you, N cholas. And I'msorry |
m ssed your nane. Julie, thank you for your
i nsightful testinony.

We'll now turn to public testinony
today. We have about 40 people signed up to
testify today, sone in person and sone online.
As we usually do, we're going to hear from
W t nesses in groups of five and hold on
Comm ssion questions until after we nove through
five wtnesses.

Qur first group of witnesses are
Cynthia Mrrison, Susan Douglas, Jim
Shaughnessy, Priya Jain, and Shady M gally.

Cynthia Mrrison, Ms. Mrrison, |
believe you're here in person. | see sonebody

comng forward. There we are. Thank you,
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am
You'll have three m nutes to provide
your testinony. And as |'ve done in previous
neetings, | try to give at least a little bit of
| eeway towards the end of that period.

But, also, try to keep things on tine
in order to keep things going, and nake sure
we're staying in concert with our rules.

But, Ms. Morrison, you have three
m nutes to provide your testinony, and pl ease
proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. MORRI SON: Ckay. Good afternoon.
My nane is Cynthia Morrison. |I'mfromNorth
Carolina and I'"ma gold star nother.

My perspective cones from generations
of service. M father served our country, ny
gr andf at her and ny uncles on both sides of our
famly served, as well.

Service, sacrifice, and honoring those
who wear the uni form have al ways been part of ny
famly's story. M son, Landon Joseph Morri son,

carried forward that tradition.
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He was a graduate of the United States
Air Force Acadeny, and he served honorably in
both the United States Air Force and the United
St ates Space Force. Tragically, he passed away
| ast July, and his death was determ ned to be
100 percent service connected.

| want to begin by saying that | am not
opposed to honoring our nation or conmenorating
the 250th anniversary of the United States. M
concern is not wwth commenoration itself, but
with this specific proposal, its location, its
scale, and its inpact on a historic nenori al
| andscape.

The open space between the Lincoln
Menorial and Arlington National Cenetery is not
just enpty land. It is deliberately designed
and historically significant nmenorial vista.

That unobstructive corridor was
intended to create a direct visual and synbolic
relati onship between President Lincoln's
| eadership in preserving the union and an

I mrense human cost represented by those interred
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at Arlington National Cenetery.

The Arlington Menorial Bridge is not
sinply a crossing between two points in
Washington, D.C. It's part of a carefully
desi gned connecti on between two sacred spaces.

Whet her | ooking toward Arlington from
the Lincoln Menorial or back toward the Lincoln
Menorial fromArlington, that unobstructed vista
creates a powerful relationship between
| eadership, history, service, and sacrifice.

When | cross that bridge, ny attention
Is drawn toward Arlington National Cenetery and
what |ies beyond those gates. Those are grounds
| have wal ked with ny son as he was beginning to
t hi nk about his own path in life.

When he was in the eighth grade, we
wat ched t he changi ng of the guard at the tonb of
t he unknown sol di er together. W stood anobng
t hose rows of headstones and refl ected on what
service and sacrifice truly nean.

And even after that experience, he

chose to serve this country. For ne, that view
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It represents continuity and sacrifice
and the lived reality of mlitary service and
|l oss. |'mdeeply concerned that placing a |arge
nmonument in this corridor would alter that
experience by shifting the focus away from
Arlington itself and toward the structure.

The | andscape was long -- has |ong
all oned reflection and reverence to remain in
its center. Sone |andscapes derive their
meani ng not fromwhat is added to them but what
-- but fromwhat has been intentionally |eft
undi st ur bed.

| respectfully ask the Conm ssion to
consi der not only what is being proposed, but
what al ready exists in this space and what could
be lost if its character is permanently changed.

Thank you for your tinme and
consi derati on.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
Morrison. Qur next witness is Susan Dougl as,

who | believe is, also, here in person.
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Ms. Douglas is representing the Third
Act Virginia, and will therefore have five
mnutes to provide her testinony. M' am you
can proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. DOUGLAS: Good afternoon. In June,
| voiced concern about the arch and its
di sregard for the historical viewshed, the
di srespect it would convey to those who fought
for our country, traffic issues at Menori al
Crcle, FAA concerns about |ocal air safety, and
a pending | awsuit and Congressional Bill both
i ntended to stop construction of the arch.

Today | have two additional concerns.
Construction of the arch requires Congressional
approval, and the National Environnental Policy
Act, NEPA, nust be carefully considered.

We have just celebrated the 250th

anni versary of our independence, which was
secured and has been sustained by the U S.
Constitution since 1787. That is the suprene
| aw of the land and it serves as the foundation

for our |egal system
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Article I'V, Section 3, Clause 2 of the
Constitution states in part, "The Congress shall
have power to di spose of and neke all needful
rules and regul ati ons respecting the territory
or other property belonging to the United
States.”

Known as the property clause, it grants
Congress suprene authority over these assets.
Sinply put, Congress deci des whet her, where,
when, and what may be built on federal | and.

Menorial Circle is adm nistered by the
National Park Service. It is federal |and and
falls under the jurisdiction of the property
cl ause of the Constitution.

Approval for building on this | and
rests solely with Congress. Trunp's assertion
t hat he does not need congressional approval for
the arch is absurd.

He is relying on congressional
aut hori zation granted in 1925 for two pillars
that were never built and bear no resenbl ance

what soever in size, scope, or style to the
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proposed arch. This 100-year-old authorization
provi des no | egal standing given the updated
federal |aws and revi ew processes.

At your June neeting, you agreed that
NEPA requires you to assess the environnental
effects of the arch before rendering a deci sion.

The NEPA process provides for public review and
comment on any significant inpact on human
environnent resulting fromthe arch to include
human rel evance.

In other words, any direct or indirect
threat or harmto cultural resources. The arch
Is adirect threat to the historic and cultural
significance of the viewshed between Arlington
Nati onal Cenetery and the Lincoln Menorial.

That vi ewshed synboli zes the
reuni fication of the North and South foll ow ng
the Gvil War. This is our history. It nust
not be rewitten.

Menorial Circle is an open and
refl ective space which commands the solemity

owed to the hall owed grounds where over 40, 000
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service nenbers and their famlies are buried.
Thi s peaceful space is a cultural resource and
must be preserved.

The arch would be a slap in the face to
our veterans. And it would directly harmthose
for whom this space is sacred.

Public comments provided to CFA, NCPC,
and NPS have been overwhel m ngly opposed to the
arch for this very reason, harmto human
rel evance. Over 1,600 witten conments were
sent to the CFA, 99.8 percent opposed.

You received nearly 2,000 witten
comments between this neeting and last. The
vast majority strongly opposed.

During a recent public coment period
provi ded by the National Park Service, 100,936
comments were submtted. And an Al-conducted
review by NPS showed that those coments are
overwhel mngly in opposition.

Very little support for the arch. The
peopl e have spoken. W do not want this arch

built at Menorial Crcle, sacred ground for
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Arlington National Cenetery and part of the
historically significant view fromthe cenetery
to the Lincoln Menorial.

The preanble to the Constitution begins
wWith three iconic words, we the people. Those
all -inportant words synbolize the foundation of
Aneri can denocracy and the power of its citizens
to sel f-govern.

| urge you to listen to and respect the
wi shes of the people, and to acknow edge t hat
Congress has the final say in this matter.

Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.

Dougl as. Next, we have Ji my Shaughnessy, who |
believe is in person.

M . Shaughnessy, you'll have three
m nutes to provide your testinony. And please
proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. SHAUGHNESSY: Good afternoon,
everyone. |'mhere today to voice ny opposition
to the planned construction of the Triunphal

Arch in Menorial GCircle.
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| speak as a private citizen, a Marine
Cor ps conbat veteran, son of a veteran, and
grandson of generations of conbat veterans
spanni ng nearly 200 years.

Buried in Section 60 are ny great-
gr andf at her and ny great-grandnot her, both of
whom served in our nation's conflicts. He with
sword and rifle on horseback, she working triage
in Arny field hospitals.

The origin of this arch was not born
from conversation and contenplation with
mlitary nenbers, veterans, their famlies, or
the entities that serve these populations. It
was not a discussion with the American peopl e,
not a discussion for the American people, but
rather an attenpt to gain the attention of one
man.

Are we worth so little that at the core
of our renenbrance and the pillars of this arch
wi Il be rebar and poured concrete, gnarled and
stanped for quick erection with no tine for

del i cate conversati on?
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We don't want stunning views and fees.
W want our peace. W want the integrity of
Arlington's entrance to be preserved.

This arch is not for the people. This
arch is for one person. For whom do we owe our
al | egiance? Qur nation's warriors learn from
hi story and from ancient history to craft new
fornms of fighting in hopes of preserving our
denocr acy.

Qur denocratic val ues have been tested
wi thin our ranks before. They did not cease to
prevail then and they have not ceased to prevail
for the next generation. At the previous
meeting, there was discussion of stunning views
gained fromthis arch. Wat are the views that
we | ose?

Every view from our contenpl at ed
| andscape wi Il be dom nated by this overt synbol
of hasty, selfish celebration. Approaching
drivers will have their view of Arlington
obstructed as they gawk at the mammoth sterling

whi te bl ocks of stanped facade.
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Once atop the observation deck, there
are two choices, gawk with an anusenent-|ike
stare at the cotton bright gravestones
diligently plotted across the hillside, or turn
your back on our fallen conrades and take in the
stunni ng Vi ews.

The Adm nistration has chosen to ignore
t he established protocol and the precedent for
this project, which is allow ng Congress to
wite into | aw the authorization for
construction of a menorial structure. |nstead,
rubber stanping every aspect of this project
contradicting the very purpose of pre-
established criteria nmeant to determ ne the
structure's path.

The precedent cited for this project is
beyond fl awed and outdated, 100 years old and
two pillars apart is hardly sturdy footing for
an arch. This project does not honor any I|iving
or deceased patriot of ours.

This is not political. This is

eternal. W, the unifornmed, fought for a better
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life for ourselves, our famlies, and the next
generation of patriots.

We united around the flag during
depl oynents and incredibly hard tines. W
united around the upturned rifle, skewered into
their enpty boots.

We are still united by our service. W
are continually united by these places. W find
unity in these spaces.

W will be united by parks. We will
not be united by an arch. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Shaughnessy. Next up, we have Priya Jain who
is, | believe, with us virtually.

She is representing the Society of
Architectural Hi storians, and we'll have five
mnutes to provide testinony. M. Jain, please
proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. JAIN. Thank you. Good afternoon,
Comm ssi oners, and thank you for the opportunity
to speak.

My nane is Priya Jain, and | speak here
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today as Chair of the Heritage Conservation
Commttee of the Society of Architectural

Hi storians. These views do not represent those
of ny enpl oyer, Texas A&M University.

The Society of Architectural Hi storians
founded in 1940, is the |eading organization for
architectural history in North Anerica. W
previ ously voi ced serious concerns about the
proposed nonunental arch at your last neeting in
June, particularly that it disrupts historically
significant views of our national |andmarks.

Despite any substantive inprovenents,
the applicant has resubmtted their plans for
approval in less than a nonth. Al information
t he applicant has added, for exanple, for
Section 106 conpliance, overwhel mngly indicates
that the arch will have detrinental inpacts on
our national historic properties.

We therefore ask you to vote not to
approve this project and offer the foll ow ng
reasons in support. First, the assessnent of

effects report submtted by the applicant
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determ nes a finding of adverse effects to a
very | arge nunber of cultural resources such
that their integrity will be irreparably harned.

This should trigger a serious
reconsideration of this entire project.

Mor eover, as pointed out by Section 106

st akehol ders, the applicant has m ssed many
affected cultural resources, which neans that
their submssion is woefully inconplete and
harnful inpacts of the project are even nore
substantial than currently known.

Second, this project does not stemfrom
any critical public needs, but sinply from an
executive order to broadly pronote
beautification in the nation's capital. This
beauti fication should not cone at the cost of
causi ng grave harmto our existing historic
properti es.

The executive order also calls for
preservation of our history and heritage, which
this project runs counter to.

Third, the applicant is required to
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mtigate the project's adverse effects. W
believe this effort has been seriously | acking.

The applicant briefly states | ooking at
one option of smaller arch heights. Were is
t he assessnment of other sites and | ocations or
non-arch designs for the nonunent?

Fourth, the applicant has submtted a
draft programmati c agreenent to resol ve adverse
I npacts. However, we contend that this
agreenment is ill-suited, premature, and
I nef fective.

The applicant shoul d execute a
menor andum of agreenent instead, with specific
pre-established litigation neasures after and
not before consulting parties and public
comments have been received, reviewed, and
nmeani ngful Il y consi der ed.

Fifth, the required Section 106 NEPA
and ot her processes have been rushed and
perfunctory. Consulting parties and the public

were given a nere ten cal endar days to provide
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comrents on a nationally significant project
wi th such substantial adverse effects.

Many rel evant cultural organi zations
were not even allowed to be part of the
consul tati ons.

Sixth, the project is still m ssing
I nportant reviews and cl earances, for exanple,
under Section 4F of the U S. Departnent of
Transportation Act. Environnental reviews nust
be efficient, effective, and inclusive of all
federal requirenents at the outset to mnimze
duplicative effort and wasted taxpayer doll ars.

And, finally, the proposal continues to
have various unresol ved functional issues
related to traffic, pedestrian safety, storm
wat er managenent, |lighting, aviation conpliance,
et cetera, that should be addressed before
pushing this design to approval.

In closing, we want to reiterate that
the United States has a long and fine tradition
of public debate over the neaning and form of

nmonunents in Washi ngton, D.C.
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Fromthe rejection of an 1841 scul pture
depi cti ng George WAshi ngton as a Roman enperor,
to the long deliberative process that led to the
2004 Wrld War Il Menorial, Americans have
fostered a culture of debate and open-ended
public participation.

Wil e these long tinelines do provoke
frustration, they also ensure results of which
we can be proud. W do not rush decisions about
our nenorial |andscape and wel cone broad public
I nput .

We change i deas when they are bad and
reject nmenorials that are unsuitable. W urge
you to do the sane, reject this hasty and
I nappropriate proposal, respect public opinion,
and engage in a deliberative design process to
ensure that we end up with a fitting nenori al
for Anerica's 250th anniversary.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms. Jain,
or Professor Jain, | should say. Next on the

list, we have Shady Mgally, who I believe is
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al so attending virtually.

M. Mgally, you have three mnutes to
provi de your testinony. And, please proceed
whenever you' re ready.

MR. M GALLY: kay. Good afternoon,
Chai rman and Conm ssioners. M nane is Shady
M gally.

| speak as a professional architect,
founder of ME Innovations, and the designer of
t he I ndependence Arch an alternative proposal
for the nonunental arch at Menorial Crcle.

The updated design is displayed behind
nme today, and | have submtted revised hard
copies to the Comm ssi on.

These revisions address the historic
preservation and visual concerns identified
during the Section 106 review and in public
comrents, preserving key historic sightlines
while creating a distinctly Anerican nati onal
| and.

| agree with a key point raised by

architectural critics. Authentic classical
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architecture is defined by proportion,
hi erarchy, and discipline conposition rather
than the replication of historic nonunents.

The | ndependence Arch was concei ved as
an original Anerican civic nonunent that
preserves the historic | andscape, ensure public
safety while mnimzing the conflict with
structure, and incorporate a neani ngful Anerican
I ndependence day event that conmenorates the
signing of the independence, that Decl aration of
| ndependence in a way found nowhere else in the
world rather than an imtation.

The proposal denonstrates that we can
achieve the project's patriotic purpose while
preserving Menorial Grcle' s proud character and
creating a |l andmark worthy of Anmerica's 250th
anni versary.

As a practicing architecture, | am
presenting and submtting a conplete
architectural solution, rather than sinply
expressi ng opposition of the current proposal.

The desi gn package docunents the architectural
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concept, site planning, preservation
consi deration, and public benefits, supporting
anal ysis for the |Independence Arch.

In the spirit of Section 106 process,
whi ch encourages that consideration of
alternative that avoid or m nimze adverse
effects, | respectfully ask the Comm ssion to
recogni ze this fully devel oped alternative and
give it thoughtful consideration.

Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Thank you, M.
Mgally. That concludes our first group of five
W t nesses.

Do any Conm ssioners have any questions
for any of these five wtnesses?

(No response.)

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Hearing and seeing
none, we'll nove to our next group of five
W t nesses who are, and again, excuse ne if | get
any name pronunci ations wong, but Meg Cowan,
Carolinn Kuebler, Mchael Lenmon, Neil Rocklin,

and Gary Langston.
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Ms. Cowan, | believe, is attending
virtually. Are you with us, nma'an?

M5. COMN. | am yes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ms. Cowan, you have
three mnutes to provide your testinony. And
pl ease proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. COMN. Thank you. M nane is Meg
Cowan and I live in WInot, New Hanpshire. As
an Anerican citizen, | strongly oppose approval
of the prelimnary and final site and building
pl ans for the proposed new nonunental arch.

NCPC shoul d not approve this project.
At its June neeting, the Comm ssion identified
serious unresol ved issues involving traffic and
pedestrian safety, parking and | oadi ng, height
justification, FAA coordination, materials,

i ghting, security, Section 106, and NEPA

These are not mnor details to be
cl eaned up after approval. These are threshold
I ssues that go to whether this project is
appropriate, |lawful, safe, and respectful of its

setting.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

The avi ation issue al one shoul d prevent
approval at this tine. A prelimnary FAA review
Is not the sane as a conpl eted aeronauti cal
study, especially for a 250-foot structure near
Reagan International Airport in its approach and
departure corridor.

The fact that this so-called nonunent
woul d require red obstruction lights, only
under scores how i nappropriate it is for the
sol emn | andscape near Arlington National
Cenetery.

| have worked in New Hanpshire tourism
for nore than 40 years, including as a tour
guide in the White Mountain National Forest.
know what happens when a pl ace becones a
requi red stop.

Buses arrive, crowds gather, traffic
backs up, trash appears, restroons and wal kways
are strained, and the place itself starts
serving the attraction instead of the other way
ar ound.

That may be manageable in a | arge
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recreation area designed for visitors. It is
entirely wong for the solem, civic, and
comrenor ati ve | andscape near Arlington National
Cenetery and the nation's nenorial core.

Most inportantly, this proposal is an
affront to the nen and wonen buried at Arlington
National Cenetery. Those who gave their |ives
and service to this country should not have a
250-f oot vanity nonunent | oom ng over the
| andscape where they are laid to rest.

Arlington is not a backdrop, a branding
opportunity, or a place for self-glorification.

To i npose this arch there would be, in ny
opi nion, a desecration of the nenory of our war
dead.

A 250-foot occupied arch with
el evators, ticketing, restroons, progranm ng
space, and an observation deck would create a
spectacle and a pressure point in a place that
demands restraint. This project would not honor
that | andscape, it would desecrate it.

NCPC shoul d not approve the prelimnary

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

82

or final site and building plans. This
application should be rejected, deferred, or
w t hdr awn.
Thank you.
CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms. Cowan.
Next up is Carolinn Kuebler, who, | believe, is
Wi th us in person.

Ma'am |I'msorry if I'"mgetting your
| ast nane very wong. How do you pronounce it
for the record?

M5. KUEBLER: Good afternoon. M nane
I's Carolinn Kuebler.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:. Kuebl er, | apol ogi ze.

M5. KUEBLER: | am an architect who has
been practicing in Washington, D.C for al nost
50 years. | amalso an inveterate history buff,
especially of American history.

As both, | appreciate the profound
significance that D.C 's iconic buildings have
on the synbolic expression of that history. The
very fabric of the federal city is itself a

nmonunent to the founding of this country, a
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constitutional republic based on the radi cal
i dea that the people can govern thensel ves.

Now, on the 250th anniversary year of
that idea, | fear that NCPC in conjunction with
NPS, is about to approve and enbark on a project
that will destroy one of the nost synbolic
aspects of that physical nmonunent. That project
iIs a Triunphal Arch at Menorial Crcle.

NCPC and NPS have al ready received
t housands of comments, nost of which are
adamant |y opposed to the construction of this
arch. W' ve heard sone of them al ready.

Maj or obj ections are based on inportant
consi derations such as safety, pedestrian,
vehi cul ar and air, design, the height and the
mass of the arch are wildly inappropriate.

Envi ronnmental inpacts, studies are inconplete.

Legal , various federal |aws governing
construction of federal nonunents as well as
those requiring adherence to | ocal review
processes have been flouted. Funding, Congress

nmust appropriate this and to date has not.
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Structural, can the island on which
Menorial Circle sits support the arch's massive
stone and concrete piers and constructability.
The logistics of shutting down the GW Par kway
for construction of this arch are al one m nd-
boggl i ng.

But, the nost inportant one, the one
that threatens the nonunental expression of the
federal city as a synbol of Anmerican denocracy
I's the destruction of the iconic access between
the Lincoln Menorial and Arlington House.

Descri bed on the National Park
Service’s own website as the Menorial Avenue
Corridor, this access was conceived as a grand
entryway to Arlington Cenetery and a synbolic
l'ink between the Lincoln Menorial and Arlington
House.

The sightline established between the
D.C. and Virginia anchors was intentional, and
nmeant to synbolize the call for national
reconciliation that occurred after the G vil

War. And this it has profoundly, majestically,
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meani ngful | y.

But, over the years, the Menori al
Avenue corridor has becone so nmuch nore. Not
only as an integral part of the nation's
architecture of renmenbrance, but also as a
prof ound nenorial for veterans, for famlies of
the fallen buried at ANC, for all Americans who
honor and cherish the service rendered by our
troops.

The nonstrously i nappropriate size of
this triunphal arch will block this sightline
destroying the visual connection and its
synbolic nenorial to sacrifice, honor, and
val or.

NCPC nmust stop this obscene proposal
before it is ever built and before it can
further desecrate the brave nmen and wonen who
are buried in Arlington National Cenetery.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.

Kuebl er. Next up we have M chael Lenmmon who, |
believe, is attending virtually.

M. Lemmon, are you with us?
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MR LEMMON: | am

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Well, sir, you have
three mnutes to provide your testinony. And
pl ease proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. LEMMON. Thank you. |'m having a
little technical problens on this end, but I
wi Il do ny best.

First of all, | would note that |I'm
nost concerned with process. | should also note
that 1'mone of the plaintiffs in the | awsuit
opposi ng the arch.

Such inportant enduring nonunent al
undert aki ngs shoul d undergo a careful review by
concer ned stakehol ders to include veterans and
their famlies, local residents and the general
public, historians, architects, and our | ocal
and congressional representatives, and all
Section 106 stakehol ders.

I n particular, congressional
consi derati on and approval of such nonunents
essential to the capital's national character

and broad public support and legitimacy.
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Integrity matters.

Failure to proceed in keeping with the
integrity of the statutory and congressional
process wll profoundly undermne the integrity
of the result and its durability. | read the
185- page report, very inpressive, but | note
there are significant issues outstandi ng that
need to be addressed before proceeding further.

As a proud Vietnamvet, | recall the
early intense controversy surroundi ng the design
and construction of the Vietnam Veterans
Menorial. An often painful process of
di scussi on and debate, nonethel ess produced an
outconme with broad public acceptance and veteran
support, making it one of the nobst revered and
visited sites in Washington, D.C

Such a deliberative consultative
process about this planned arch could lead to a
nore | asting and positive results than a rushed
t op- down i nposed outcone that is broadly and
I ntensely opposed, as illustrated by public

comments to date.
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Lastly, | urge nenbers to walk the
hal | oned grounds at Arlington National Cenetery
I f they have not yet done so, to assess the
I npact of this nonunental arch, especially on
I nternnent cerenonies and graveside visitation
and access.

As a conbat veteran, | feel a duty to
protect the nenory and honor the sacrifice of ny
conrades and all those buried there. This
vai ngl ori ous nonunental arch does neither.

Thank you for your consideration.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Lemmon. Next up we have Neil Rocklin, who, |
believe, is wwth us in person.

M. Rocklin, you have three mnutes to
provi de your testinony. And please proceed
whenever you're ready.

MR, ROCKLIN: Thank you. | am Neil
Rocklin. Three and a half years ago | was
el ected to serve as Conm ssioner for ANC 2F02,
and | amal so on the Community Devel opnment

Commttee for 2FO02.
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Last nonth | attended the National
Capital Planning Conm ssion neeting. | heard
testi noni es regarding the nonunental arch and
returned to ny district planning to poll ny
constituents to gather their opinions about the
ar ch.

And | asked if they wanted ne to
testify before you and it was unani nous. Al
respondents wanted their voice to be heard and
all were opposed to the nonunental arch.

On July 2nd, | read in the Washi ngton
Post, D.C. official tells Trunp to build his
arch sonewhere else. Then | reviewed all of ny
constituents' opinions to discover what was the
basis for their opposition.

My constituents objected to the
nmonunent al arch bl ocking the sightlines fromthe
Li ncoln Menorial to the Lee House, destroying
the solemity of Arlington National Cenetery.

The scale of the arch exceeded the
hei ght restriction dwarfing the Lincoln Menori al

and the unclear intent and neani ng of the arch.
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These objections would be mtigated by placing
the arch in an alternate | ocation, specifically
| ocated at the oval at the arrival of South
Capitol Street and the Anacostia River.

It would create an energi zing focal
point for a still energing nei ghborhood,
suitable for a celebratory crowd as shared by
the District of Colunbia State Hi storical
Preservation O ficer David Mal oney in his June
26 letter to the National Park Service.

| conclude that by adopting the
recomendation for an alternate site, the
nmonunent al arch woul d not becone an object of
di vi si veness and w n the support of ny
constituents, serving to unite people in the
District of Colunbia and becone anot her reason
for citizens throughout the country to visit
their nation's capital.

| understand when | cane in today that
| amlisted as a consulting party and | woul d
wel cone t he Conm ssion reaching out to ne.

Thank you for your tine.
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Rocklin. Next up we have Gary Langston, who, |
believe, is wwth us in person as well.

M. Langston, you have three mnutes to
provi de your testinony. And please proceed
whenever you're ready.

MR. LANGSTON: Thank you. M/ comments
today focus on the Section 106 review results
and the Executive Director's reconmendati on.

We're infornmed by recent conversations
with nultiple nenbers of Congress as well as
&old Star famly nenbers. |'ve been encouraged
to speak out by all of themto informnore of
the Anmerican peopl e about how the arch woul d
harm t hese hal | owed grounds.

Even fornmer Washi ngton Post publi sher
Don Graham weighed in on this in a Facebook
post, encouraging residents and visitors to
Washi ngton to view the eternal flanme at night
fromthe Potomac Waterfront before the arch or
its lighting bl ocks that uniquely Washi ngton

experience, this viewshed.
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l"'ma retired officer and a
Washi ngtonian. My parents are interred at

Arlington. M wife is a Persian Gulf War vet.

| would happily, to pick up on what M.

Lemmon said -- | visit the cenetery often. |
woul d happily wal k the grounds and host anyone
involved in this project to acconpany ne, to
understand the perspective froma funeral, the
perspective frominside the grounds of the
cenetery.

That said, | have four very specific
comrents. The direct effects boundary that's in
t he assessnent report is m sleading, because it
does not include cenetery grounds thenselves in
the direct effects boundari es.

So, it overlooks specific sections of
the cenetery that will be in view of the arch
"1l nanme the sections 55, 56, 57, 60, 66, 73,
74, 75 and 76.

Those are, what | would recommend is
simul ated views frominside the cenetery from

those affected sections so that you can see
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better for yourselves what the inpact would be.

Secondly, the sinulations we've seen so
far are summertine, |eaves on sinulations.
Soneone else in the coments had nade a
suggestion that sinulations include not just
ni ght, but also |leaf off sinulations. The
cenetery takes on a -- it’s a very different
viewshed in the winter when the | eaves are off.

Third, just as inportant as the tone
and solemity of the formal entrance is, so too
Is the sol ermm environnent of the actual grave
site locations. That gets back to wal king the
gr ound.

Go to these affected sections and think
about how the arch changes the tone not only at
the entrance, but also within certain sections
of the cenetery.

Lastly, | read surprisingly that the
NCPC s own nenorials and nuseuns master plan
explicitly states that the existing circle at
the west end of Menorial Bridge is not viewed as

an appropriate location for a future nenorial .
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| nstead, there's a prine site | ocated
near by near the Spani sh Anerican War Menori al ,
the small er piece of ground obviously for
sonet hing on that scale, not |ike this.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Sir, I'mgoing to
have to cut you off there. But, thank you very
much for your insightful comments, for your
t esti nony.

Do any Conm ssioners have any questions
for these five w tnesses?

(No response.)

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Hearing none, we'l]l
proceed to the next group of five. Next up we
have, those are Bryan G een, Linsay Burnett,
Edward Stierli, Peggy Barlett, and Any Ball ard.

M. Geen, you're with us virtually. |
can see you. You have three mnutes to provide
your testinony. And please proceed whenever
you' re ready.

MR. GREEN. Thank you very nuch, M.
Chair. M nane is Bryan Geen. |'man

architectural historian in R chnond, Virginia.
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| would like to spend ny three m nutes
on a question this Comm ssion has not yet been
asked to consider. Wether a nonunental arch is
the right structure for the site?

Apart fromits height, its cost with a
sequence of approvals behind it, | believe it is
not. And the reason lies in the arch is a form
as well as in the formof this particular arch.

A triunphal arch is a powerful
architectural form Its neaning and use have
remai ned cl ear and consistent for centuries.

Hi story supplies the exanples. The
Arch of Titus in Rone displays in relief the
spoils carried honme fromthe sack of Jerusal em

The Arc de Trionphe in Paris is inscribed with
t he nanmes of Napol eon's victories and the
general s who won them

The sol diers and sailors nmenorial arch
i n Brooklyn commenorates the Union G vil War
victory, not the war's brutal human cost.

Each of these comrenorates a victory,

t he vanqui shing of an opponent, a triunph
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br ought hone and paraded about. That's what the
form says, whatever the inscription carved upon
It says.

But, the |anguage, but this is not the
| anguage this corridor has ever spoken.

Arlington National Cenetery holds the nation’s
dead not because they won, but because they
served in war and peace across the full span of
the nation's history.

The Lincoln Menorial at the eastern end
of this axis speaks in the register of the post-
G vil War, binding up of the nation's wounds,
not celebrating the victory of one section over
anot her .

The bridge that carries the axis across
t he Potonmac designed by McKim Mead & Wiite was
built between 1926 and 1932, is a nenori al
bri dge, not a triunphal one.

The Hem cycle for the Wonen in Mlitary
Service for Anerica Menorial that |ater occupied
it in 1997, extended that through a quiet on-

grade anphitheater rather than through any
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vertical gesture of conquest.

Every elenent the McM Il an conm ssion
and its successors placed along this axis for
nore than a century spoke the | anguage of nenory
and service. None of it spoke the | anguage of
triunph, because service and not victory is what
this corridor was built to honor.

The proposed arch breaks that granmar
rather than extending it. It does not natter
for this argunent whether the structure is 250
feet tall or 150 feet tall, a triunphal arch of
any size announces a victory.

And the cenetery does not exist to
announce victories. It exists because the
nati on asked people to serve and they answer ed.

And it is that service, not triunph that's
bei ng honor ed.

A nonunent that speaks otherw se at the
threshold of that cenetery m sunderstands what
this corridor has spent nore than a century
sayi ng.

|'ve submtted in prior testinony and
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in witing the scale of |egal and procedural
obj ections to this proposal, and | stand by all
of those. But, | ask the Conm ssion today to
wei gh this along one item al ongside this.

The formitself is wong for what |ies
at the end of the axis. It would interrupt.
For that reason, together with the nmany other
reasons the public has raised, | urge this
Comm ssion not to approve this proposal.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. G een.

Next up we have Linsay Burnett, who, | believe,

IS wth us in person.

Ms. Burnett, you will have three
m nutes to provide your testinony. And please
proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. BURNETT: Thank you. My nane is
Li nsay Rousseau Burnett. | was a conbat
phot ogr apher and public affairs sergeant with
the First Brigade Conbat Team 101st Airborne

Di vi sion deployed to Iraqg in 2004.
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One day | nmay be laid to rest in
Arlington across the river fromwhere you
propose to build. [|'malso the daughter of two
retired national park rangers who spent their
careers protecting places like this one across
our country.

And | cone to you as the person that
this arch clains to honor and the person raised
to protect what it would destroy. It betrays
bot h.

The Park Service's own report says this
can be built 20 hours a day year round for up to
three years under cranes taller than the arch
itself.

Arlington buries its dead close to 30
times a day. Under this plan, famlies would
| ower their |oved ones into the ground to the
sound of pile drivers, taps against concrete
punps.

We ask our dead for everything. The
| east we owe themis silence. And for three

years we woul d deny them even that.
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You may | ook at Menorial Crcle and see
an enpty lawn, but it is not enpty. It was |left
open on pur pose.

Ni nety years ago, two columms were
approved for that spot, but they were never
built. Fourteen feet across set hundreds of
feet apart, they would not have touched the
Vi ew,

The open ground is the design. It lets
the Iine between the Lincoln Menorial and
Arlington hold its nmeaning. A country made
whol e after the GCvil War.

And t he excuse for skipping Congress is
that sanme perm ssion for colums we were w se
enough to never raise. Free nations build
arches to the dead.

In Belgium the Menin Gate is a
triunphal arch carved wth 54,000 nanes of the
m ssing. And every night a town stops its
traffic to the sound of the | ast post beneath
it.

Amrerica's own |aw carries the sane
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instinct. The Commenorative Wrks Act forbids a
menorial to any person under 25 years after
their death so that history, not vanity,

deci des.

Anerica does not build nmonunents to its
living rulers. Dictators do. Kimll-sung built
one in Pyongyang for his birthday and Saddam
built one in Baghdad, cast fromnolds of his own
ar ns.

Asked by CBS s Ed O Keefe who this arch
was built for, President Trunp said, ne.

America does not guild the |iving.

On June 4, this Conm ssion refused to
approve the arch. You demanded answers fromthe
I nterior Departnent on the height under the
Hei ght of Buil dings Act, on the danger to air
traffic, on pedestrian safety, and from what
we' ve heard today, those answers and those
probl ens have not been cured and the deepest
ones cannot be.

Congress has never authorized it, the

desi gn was sol e sourced through an unrel at ed
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contract to avoid open bidding.

And Interior now swears it is not a
menorial, even as the President calls it his, so
it can slip past the Commenorative Wrks Act
entirely.

This is National Park Service |and, the
ground ny parents gave their careers to keep.

In the words of the Park Service's own foundi ng
| aw, quote, uninpaired for those who cone after
us.

Your Conm ssion has its own charge, to
protect the design of the city. Reject this
arch. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, ma'am
Next up we have Edward Stierli. And again,
forgive ne if that pronunciation is a bit off.

Sir, you're here with us in person.
And you'll have, or sorry, excuse ne, you're
representing the National Parks Conservation
Associ ati on.

And, as a result, you'll have five

m nutes to provide your testinony. Please
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proceed whenever you're ready.

MR, STIERLI: Thank you. Good
afternoon. Thanks for the opportunity to speak
today. |'mEd Stierli, I"'mwth the National
Par ks Conservati on Associ ati on.

We're a nonpartisan nonprofit
organi zation, and has about 1.9 mllion nenbers
around the country. And we've advocated for
national parks in this region for decades.

So, let nme just say at the outset,
NPCA, we're very supportive of conmmenorating the
250t h anniversary of the United States.

And we've supported many of the
I nvestments we've seen leading up to July 4th
and honoring Anmerican history and strengthening
our parks. But, that's unfortunately not what's
before you all today.

So, first and forenost, you know,
Congress has not authorized this work. The
Comenorati ve Wirks Act allows for a
commenorati ve work on National Park Service | and

at this site only to nove forward if it's
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aut hori zed by | aw.

The authorization that's been cited so
far for this project dates back to the 1920s.

It directed a conm ssion that no | onger exists
to place two decorative colums at the

bri dgehead within a spending limt that has | ong
since been spent and those col ums were never
built.

So, whatever that provision once
contenplated, it was not the 250-foot arch and
cannot provide the authorization that the
Commenor ati ve Works Act requires today.

So, the District's preservation
officer, | think, put it pretty plainly. |
mean, this would be the | argest and nost visible
menorial constructed in the capital since the
Washi ngt on Monunent. So, only Congress can
decide if such a work bel ongs here.

Second, after reviewing, | nean, the
environnental review has sone real holes in it.

The environnental assessnent exam ned only two

alternatives, essentially build it or do
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So, there were no alternative sites, no

al ternative designs, no reduced heights. For a

project of this magnitude, that is not a very

good alternatives anal ysis.

The docunent al so concedes that the

arch woul d obstruct the reciprocal view, as was

stated earlier, between the Lincoln Menorial and

Arlington
you know,

i ncl udi ng

House. It identified the inpact on,
many national historic |andmarks,
Arlington National Cenetery.

It discussed, you know, drilling into

bedr ock, cranes 320 feet high, construction up

to 20 hours a day for three years, 80 to 100

truckl oads going through this circle every

single day at the gateway to a cenetery where 30

funeral s are conducted every weekday.

So, in this case, you know, with

I npacts of that significance, a full

envi ronnmental inpact statenent woul d be

necessary.

(202) 234-4433
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revi ew has been conpressed. And it left out the
peopl e that were nost at stake, which is
probably why you're hearing particularly from so
many veterans today.

Virginia's historical preservation
of fi cer described the consultation as fait
acconpli, and noticed that the applicant's plans
were already marked rel eased for construction.

The District's preservation officer had
never even been contacted with the project until
June 5, and declined to concur in the draft
progranmati c agreenent.

So far in the Section 106 process, no
vet erans organi zati ons were naned as consul ting
parties, not one. You know, and this is at the
gateway to Arlington.

The public was given ten cal endar days
to review nore than 180 pages of techni cal
material. And, even though there was a
significant nunber of comrents, over 100, 000,
you know, a ten-day comment period is not

enough.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

And, particularly when it excl udes
veterans, you know, that's not a deliberate
process and these | andscapes generally have been
gi ven much nore tinme to nmake consi derati ons,
especially of sonething that's this inmense.

And, | should note, you know, NPCA
we're a consulting party in the Section 106
review that's ongoing right now for the Wite
House visitor screening facility. And that
process has worked.

You know, relevant partners were
brought to the table early, concerns were heard,
new al ternatives were suggested and recommended,
and historic resources surrounding that are
going to be better protected as a result.

So, it does show that you can build and
preserve at the sane tinme when the consultation
Is given roomto function. | feel like that's a
really good recent exanple of that.

So, you know, we're asking you, given
everything that's happening thus far, we're

asking you to decline approval of the
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prelimnary site and building plans until such a
record exists.

Congressi onal authorization needs to be
provi ded, because of the Commenorative Wrks
Act, before an environnental inpact statenent,
you know, with NCPC, of course, as a cooperating
agency and, there's been a genui ne anal ysis of
alternative sites and | ocations and desi gns, and
a Section 106 process that has a neani ngf ul
comment period and full participation froma
range of stakeholders that'll be inpacted by
this project.

You know, the National Mall, George
Washi ngt on Menorial Parkway, Arlington National
Cenetery, these are products of generations of
del i berate planning and public stewardshi p.

And, you know, the Comm ssion has the
authority to insist upon a conplete record
before it acts, and we respectfully urge you to
exerci se that today.

So, thank you very nuch for the tine.

CHAl RMVAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
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Stierli. Next up is Peggy Barlett, who, |
believe, is here with us in person.

Ms. Barlett, you have three mnutes to
provi de your testinony. And please proceed
whenever you're ready.

M5. BARLETT: Thank you. My nane is
Peggy Barlett. And ny parents and grandparents'
remains are at Arlington National Cenetery and |
treasure the quiet dignity of this site.

Visible frommany vantage points, it is
el egant and spaci ous yet connected to the
nmonunment s across the beautiful river.

The new nonunental arch, as proposed,
wi Il clash with these surroundings. It's nuch
too big. Its design is fussy, imtative, and
I ntrudes on the harnony of the surroundi ng area.

A female figure wwth |arge wi ngs and
two enornous birds are not consistent with the
dignity of the Jefferson and Lincoln Menorials.

The scale of the arch contam nates the
sightlines fromboth sides of the bridge and

seeks to dwarf and intimdate the visitor.
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| share concerns about |ighting, such a

tall and intrusive structure requiring perhaps

ei ght 20-foot tall |ight stanchions and the

pi nnacle light, red blinking light required by

the FAA. | share the concern that the project

as conceived may violate the lighting hierarchy
of the National Mall.

"' m al so concerned about pedestrian
safety. The arch is located in the mddle of a
busy traffic circle, and the addition of traffic
| i ghts does address this safety concern but wll
al so cause significant traffic del ays.

| wonder if the Comm ssion has really
t hought about the public attitude toward the
arch if it turns out that the estimte of one
half mle pileups every rush hour is really
true.

Backups, a proposed 32 traffic signal
pol es do not support a serene environnent and |
was glad to hear today that that nunber may be
reduced.

Such a construction is fundanentally
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flawed. It is egotistical in size and anbition
and is jarring to the aesthetics of the nmall.

| urge you to reject this proposed
design as not in keeping with Arlington's sol emm
menorial to service and sacrifice.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
Barlett. Next up is Any Ballard, who is with us
here in person, | believe.

Ms. Ballard, you have three mnutes to
provi de your testinony. And please proceed
whenever you're ready. Thank you.

M5. BALLARD: Good afternoon. M nane
is Any Ballard and | am speaki ng today as an
I ndi vidual citizen.

My perspective is shaped by ny career
Wi th the Smthsonian Institution where | served
as senior historic preservation specialist.
Because | spent years navigating the regul ations
of the Section 106 National Historic
Preservation Act process, | am deeply concerned
by how this review is being conducted for the

proposed nonunental arch
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A project of this scale denmands
transparent consultation, not an accel erated
rubber stanp. Federal regulations explicitly
dictate that Section 106 nust be initiated very
early in the project planning state, so that a
broad range of alternatives can be generally
consi der ed.

| nst ead, what we see here is the
definition of putting the cart before the horse.

The design and specifications are at an
advanced phase before even engagi ng the Section
106 revi ew.

Rushi ng a massive array of docunents
and even a draft progranmmatic agreenent treats a
mandat ory federal review |i ke a bureaucratic
roadbl ock. The expedited Section 106 process
does not apply here. This is clearly explained
in letters fromthe Virginia and D strict of
Colunbia State H storic Preservation Oficers,
the Advisory Council on Hi storic Preservation,
and the National Hi storic Landmarks Comm ssion.

Because the proposed structure alters a
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prem er national historic |andmark vi ewshed, it
triggers a heightened statutory duty under
Section 110(f) to mnimze harmto the maxi num
ext ent possi bl e.

| urge the National Park Service, the
Adm ni stration, and this Comm ssion to pause,
reset, and chanpion a thorough review process.
Let the 106 review run its proper course so we
can find a path that truly respects our historic
| andscape and rul e of | aw.

CGeneral Norman Schwar zkopf once
observed that, quote, the truth of the matter is
that you always know the right thing to do. The
hard part is just doing it, end quote.

Protecting the integrity of this
process is the right thing to do, and | urge you
to find the institutional courage to do it.
Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.

Ball ard. Do any Conmm ssi oners have questions
for any of these last five witnesses before we

proceed?
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Heari ng and seei ng none, our next
Wi tnesses will be Kristopher Reichert, Stephanie
Fi sher, Larry Madi son, Sam Van Kopp, and Rob
Ni eweg.

Kri stopher Reichert, | believe you're
here with us in person. Do we have Kristopher
with us? Are you M. Reichert?

MR. REICHERT: | am

CHAI RMVAN SCHARF: Well, you' ve got
three mnutes to provide your testinony. And
pl ease proceed whenever you're ready, sir.

MR. REI CHERT: Great, thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you.

MR, REICHERT: |'m Kristopher Reichert,
and | grew up in Arizona and have called the DW
and D.C. specifically honme for the better part
of a decade.

| currently serve as co-chair of
Principles First for the DW chapter. W're a
community of principled noderates fromall wal ks
of political life, and we believe in principles

over party and neeting in the mddle to nake a
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di fference.

Gowng up in Arizona, | was raised in
the tradition of Barry Gol dwater, John MCai n,
and Jeff Fl ake, who believed public service was
defined not by loyalty to a person, but by
constitutional principles. Today, | consider
nmysel f an Ei senhower i ndependent because |
beli eve that kind of principled steady
| eadership is becom ng increasingly rare.
Professionally, |'ve spent ny career in U S
heal t hcare where |'ve seen firsthand how broken
institutions erode public trust.

| m here today to oppose the proposed
nmonunent al arch, not sinply because of who
occupi es the Wiite House, but because of what
this proposal signals to every adm nistration
that foll ows.

One enduring tradition of the Anerican
republic has been restraint in elevating sitting
Presi dents through pernmanent nonunents and civic
synbolism Qur greatest nenorials energed

through tinme, public consensus, and history's
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j udgnent, not the preferences of those hol ding
office. That tradition reflects a fundanental
Anerican principle. Qur institutions, our

synbol s, and our nation are |larger than any one

i ndi vi dual .

Hi story rem nds us that the
aut horitarian governnents often elevate |iving
| eaders t hrough nmonunents, architecture, and
civic synbolism W sawit in Stalin's Soviet
Union, Hitler's Germany, Miussolini's lItaly,
Mao' s China, Saddamis lIraq, and countl ess other
aut horitarian regi nes.

Anerica intentionally rejected this
nmodel .  No kings, no personality cults. W
built a republic where the Constitution, not any
one individual, is neant to endure.

Restori ng nmonunents and fountains is
wor t hwhi | e, but restoration cannot stop at the
surface or it beconmes a cosnetic distraction
fromthe real work of strengthening the
Institutions, civic trust, and denocratic norns

t hat nade those nonunents worth building in the
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first place. The greatness of our capital is
never neasured in marble, but in principles it
represents. Ei senhower once said, a people that
values its privileges above its principles soon
| oses bot h.

No adm ni stration, regardless of party,
should claimthe privilege of reshaping
Anerica's nonunental core without first
denonstrating the restraint that has defined our
republic for nearly 250 years. If this
Adm ni stration had denonstrated that restraint,
we woul d not be here today. Instead, it has
exerci sed a consistent pattern of disregard for
denocratic norms, institutional restraint, and
constitutional traditions.

Thi s proposal shoul d be under st ood
wi thin that broader context, not as an isol ated
decision. | respectfully ask the Comm ssion to
reject this proposal. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.

Rei chert. Next up we have Stephanie Fisher, who

iIs wth us virtually. M. Fisher, you have
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three mnutes to provide your testinony. And
pl ease proceed whenever you're ready.

Ms. Fisher, are you with us?

M5. FI SHER  Yes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Can you hear ne,
ma' anf

M5. FI SHER  Yes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  You have three
m nutes to provide your testinony. And please
proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. FISHER  There we go, the video.
Good afternoon, thank you for having nme. M
nane is Stephanie Fisher, and |I've been a Gold
Star nother for over 14 years now. My son, Arny
Sergeant Thomas Fogarty, is buried in Section 60
of the cenetery. He died in a roadside bonb
attack in Afghani stan while serving on his third
tour, one that he asked to go to.

And he previously served in Iraq for
two tours. He was 30 years old, and he left
behind two little boys for ne to raise, three

and five years old. | was their permanent | egal
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guardi an. Over the years, |'ve brought his boys
to the cenetery multiple tinmes to visit their
father's grave, to explain where their father
was, to tell their story, why he vol unteered,
why we [ ost him

And | wanted to console them by show ng
themthat he was resting in a very beautiful,
speci al spot reserved for the heroes in our
country. | wanted themto know exactly where to
find himin the years to cone.

And the choice to bury Tomso far from
hone, because we're on the West Coast, | needed
to ensure that he woul d be where he wanted to
be, with his fellow soldiers on sacred ground
t hat defines our country. Arlington epitom zes
and honors the sacrifices made in human flesh by
our nation. And so many have di ed def endi ng
this denocracy and upholding the rule of |aw
outlined by our founding fathers.

When | visit the grave site, | always
gaze out at the vistas of the greater D.C ,

focusing on the Capitol and the Lincoln
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Menorial. Seeing themclearly always gives ne
so nmuch confort, pride, and renews ny strength.

But, nost of all, | want everyone to
know t he solace that is provided there with the
qui et and the honor and the dignity. | cannot
describe to you what that sol ace does as a bal m
to ny heart.

The architects of Arlington were
geniuses in their design, and anyone tanpering
with that denonstrates a conplete |ack of
hubris. The audacity of putting any structure
of that type in Menorial Crcle shows a conplete
| ack of respect for Arlington National Cenetery.

And I'mgoing to stop here on ny
remar ks because every speaker who has spoken
before nme has covered ny feelings and nore
beyond expectations. | think that the
presentations here this afternoon are conpl ete.

| concur with them The laws, all the things
that shoul d be done before any project like this
is approved, | concur with the remarks of ny

fell ow speakers and obj ectors.
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And | want to thank you for allow ng ne

to speak today just as a nom who | ost ny son.
Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you very much
for being wwth us, Ms. Fisher. Next up we have
Larry Madi son, who, | believe, is also with us
virtually. M. Mdison, can you hear ne?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: | believe M. Mdison,
as well as Sam Van Kopp, unless he is here in
person, both of those individuals are m ssing.
So we can nove on to nunber 20.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Next up then we'll
have Rob Ni eweg, who's representing the National
Trust. Sir, you have five mnutes to provide
your testinony. Please proceed whenever you're
r eady.

MR. NIEVWEG  Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Good afternoon, M. Chairman, nenbers of the
Comm ssion, staff of the National Capital
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. M nane is Rob N eweg, and
| speak here on behalf of the National Trust for

Hi storic Preservation. W're grateful for the
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addi tional opportunity to provide input.

W' ve al ready shared serious concerns
with this Conmm ssion about earlier iterations of
this proposal. To be clear, we strongly oppose
construction of the nmonunental arch at this
| ocation for the follow ng reasons.

First, the location and scale of the
arch woul d overwhel m nearby historic | andmarks
such as Lincoln Menorial, Arlington House, and
Menorial Bridge. The arch woul d be inconsistent
with the solemm character of Arlington National
Cenmetery and would mar the highly nmeani ngful
vi sta across Menorial Bridge, which has |ong
been defined by restrained grandeur inits
menorials and | ong open sightlines honoring the
surface and sacrifice of the veterans buried at
Arlington and the national unification after the
Cvil War.

Second, the proposal would be
I nconsi stent with Washi ngton's urban pl anni ng
framewor k. This Comm ssion has applied the

Hei ght of Buildings Act to federal projects for

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

122

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

123

the last 88 years. The result is a capital city
bel oved for its |low horizontal skyline that
rightly enphasizes the U S. Capitol Building and
t he Washi ngt on Monunent.

We support the staff |legal analysis
that continues to apply the Height Act to
federal projects. Abandoning this approach now
woul d upend a consi stent urban pl anni ng
principle that's been a century in the nmaking.

Third, federal law requires the review
of the proposed arch under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act, and for that
review to be conpleted prior to approval by NCPC
and ot her agencies. The purpose of this review
IS an inportant one, to ensure that new
constructi on does not needl essly harmthe
nation's historic places w thout at |east
considering |l ess harnful alternatives.

W were pleased to see this Section 106
process begin in recent weeks. W are deeply
concerned, however, about the limted nature of

the consultation, the rushed tineline, the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

124

exclusion of many parties, including the
excl usion of the National Trust, fromthe
consul tation process, and concerned about the
failure to consider |ess harnful alternatives.
We urge this Commssion to fully consider the
Section 106 findings before granting final
approval .

Fourth, flaws and uncertainties remain
i n the updated proposal under review by you
today. Each new rendering submtted underlines
our primary concern that the proposed arch is
totally inappropriate inits scale and its
| ocation. The new imges clearly show that the
arch bl ocks the view of the Lincoln Menori al
fromvantage points on the Virginia side. It
| oons | arger on the skyline than everything
ot her than the Washi ngton Monunment. Fromthe
District side, placing the arch in the
foreground conpletely overpowers the sacred
rolling hills and rows of grave markers at
Arlington National Cenetery.

Fifth, we disagree with the argunent
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that the proposed arch is not subject to the
Comrenorati ve Wirks Act. The arch requires the
approval of Congress, which has not yet been
obtai ned. And we urge the Conm ssion to proceed
Wi th your review in accordance with the
requi renents of the Commenorative Wrks Act.

We al so support the suggestion of the
D.C. State Historic Preservation Oficer to
consi der alternative |ocations that woul d be
nore appropriate for this project. In a June 26
letter, the Preservation O ficer proposed
shifting the arch to the base of South Capitol
Street at the Anacostia R verfront. Mving the
project to this |location would avoid adverse
effects on existing nenori al s.

This alternative |ocation would al so
pl ace the arch on a direct access with the U S.
Capitol Building and would create a cel ebratory
focal point for the bustling nei ghborhood that
continues to energe between Audi Field and
Nationals Park. It's a nuch nore inviting and

hospitabl e place for crowds of visitors to see
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t he arch.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Ti ne.

MR. NIEVWEG  Thank you. Thank you for
heari ng our comments.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, sir. Did
either of the two wtnesses we mssed, Larry
Madi son or Sam Van Kopp, appear while Rob was
speaki ng?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: No, they did not.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. Wth that,
we'll nove on. We're obviously sorry to have
m ssed them Do any Conm ssioners have
guestions for these |last three wtnesses?

Heari ng and seeing none, we'll proceed
to the next group of five, who are Rebecca
MIler, Geoffrey W Barron, Janes Lardner,
Jackie Ostfeld, and Robert Harris.

Ms. MIller is attending virtually and
Is representing the D.C. Preservation League.

Ms. MIller, can you hear ne? M. Mller?

M5. MLLER Yes, | can hear you.

CHAl RMVAN SCHARF: Ckay. We've got Ms.
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MIler. WM'am you have five mnutes to provide
your testinony. And please proceed whenever
you' re ready.

M5. MLLER  Thank you, Chairnman and
menbers of the Comm ssion. M nane is Rebecca
MIler. [I'mthe Executive Director of the D.C
Preservation League. W were founded in 1971,
and DCPL has spent nore than five decades
advocating for the protection of WAshi ngton's
historic and built environnent. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify today.

| amtestifying on behalf of the
organi zation in opposition to both the proposed
construction of the nonunental arch within
Menorial Circle and the National Park Service's
deeply flawed handling of the Section 106 review
process under the National Hi storic Preservation
Act .

The proposal to insert an oversized
hi storically discordant triunphal arch into
Washi ngton's neticul ously planned | andscape

represents a profound m sunderstandi ng of the
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city's civic architecture. This |landscape is
defined by the L'Enfant and McM Il an pl ans,
whi ch enphasi ze open vistas and denocratic
synbol i sm

As we have stated previously, the
precedent inmages shown by the applicants are in
fact not precedent setting. They were never
built. There are thousands of sketches of areas
of Washi ngton that have never been -- cone to
fruition. So these are not, in fact, precedents
that should nove forward, and they also ignore
the capital's unique cultural |andscape.

The applicant's assertion that the 1910
Hei ght of Buil dings Act does not apply to
federal buildings and nenorials is false. Wen
Pierre L' Enfant designed Washington, D.C. in
1791, he envisioned a grand horizontal city
nodel ed after Paris, featuring w de avenues and
clear sightlines radiating towards nonunent al
publ i ¢ buil di ngs.

While the MM Il an Plan of 1902 was a

visionary report and not a binding law, it
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conpletely shifted the political climate in
Washi ngton. When Congress drafted the revi sed
Hei ght of Buil dings Act of 1910, | awmakers used
t he exact aesthetic logic of the McM Il an Pl an
to justify the math cenenting the plan's

hori zont al European-style vision into | aw.

The 1910 Hei ght of Buil di ngs Act
rendered the 1899 | aw noot, and specifically
states that no building, | repeat, no building
shal |l be erected, altered, or raised in any
manner to exceed the height of 130 feet. It
goes on to speak about the different avenues
that could have up to 160 feet. This is not one
of those streets.

To dimnish the federal law to sinply
one that Iimts D.C. zoning is not correct. Not
only does the D.C. governnent have no ability to
change this law, but exenpting this project from
the Act would set a precedent that woul d unravel
nmore than a century of careful planning and
practice by this Conm ssion.

| wll nove on to the reqgulatory
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vehicle by which the NPS is attenpting to bypass
public accountability. The Section 106 process
hasn't devolved into a bureaucratic farce; it
started as one. It is clearly an exercise
designed to shield the controversial project
from genui ne public and expert scrutiny, rather
than to reduce the harnful inpacts of our shared
heritage, which is owed by the public.

The inplications of this heavy-handed
maneuver extend far beyond the inmedi ate threat
of the triunphal arch. If allowed to stand,
this exclusion would set a devastating precedent
for future of federal historic parks, historic
sites, and National Register of Hi storic places
Itself.

| f these could arbitrarily |ock out
| ong- est abl i shed preservation organi zations from
Section 106 review, any federal agency can do
the sane. The action signals that the public
and its nonprofit advocates are nerely
I npedi nents to be nanaged and excl uded rat her

than legitimate partners in stewardship.
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To retain a senbl ance of |egitinmacy,
the National Capital Planning Conm ssion, which
has Section 106 authority, should take over this
process to ensure it is carried out in a manner
that includes site alternatives, mnimzation
al ternatives, and inclusion of consulting
parties like the D.C. Preservation League and
ot her nonprofit preservation organi zations and
vet erans groups that have requested this
I ncl usi on.

The Section 106 process shoul d be
reset, and review of alternative sites should
begi n as has happened on other nmmjor nenorials
and nonunents in the past. The cul tural
| andscapes of our nation's capital belong to the
Anerican public, not to a single adm nistration
or individual's whins.

It is crucial to address this nockery
of a process before irreversible damage is done
to our historic and built environnent, as well
as the integrity of the regul atory framework

designed to protect it. Thank you for your
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
MIler. Next up, we have Geoffrey W Barron,
who | believe is with us here in person. M.
Barron, you are representing the Third Act
District of Colunbia, and you will have five
m nutes to provide your testinony. Please
proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. BARRON:. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak. | am Geoffrey Barron on
behal f of Third Act D.C. Third Act is a
nati onal organi zation nobilizing ol der Anmericans
to help protect our climte and our denocracy.
Founded four years ago, the organization
I ncl udes 100, 000 volunteers in 29 states. Third
Act D.C. is the organization's D.C. chapter,
with 1,200 | ocal nenbers.

We nenbers of Third Act D.C. join the
many hundreds of individuals and organi zati ons
who overwhel m ngly have nmade it clear in
testinony before the Comm ssion of Fine Arts and

before you that we do not want an arch at
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Menorial Circle. It wll take over, block, and
dom nate the vistas and reverential spaces of
and between the Lincoln Menorial and Arlington
Cenetery that planners designed and visitors

have cheri shed for generati ons.

In addition, | speak here in line with

Third Act's mission to protect denocracy. In
1986, Congress passed a |law, the Commenorative
Wrks Act, specifically to ensure denocratic
accountability and participation in the
approvi ng of new nonunents in Washi ngton. Yet,
the Trunp Adm nistration is comng to your
Comm ssion and nountain a |legal battle, not to
follow the intent and gui delines of that
| egi slation, but rather to attenpt an end run
around it. And as with the denolition of the
East Wng of the Wiite House, it is already
having initial work done at the site.

As we cel ebrate our nation's 250th
anniversary, | trust that everyone in this room
cherishes Lincoln's vision of our governnent as

of the people, by the people, and for the
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people. W elect presidents in the hope and
trust that they wll forward this vision and
work on behalf of all Americans. That is their
job. But that is not what President Trunp is
doing with this arch. He is attenpting to

I npose his will and his desires on the Anerican
peopl e and the peopl e of Washi ngton.

Qur nonunents, |ike our governnent,
shoul d be of the people, by the people, and for
the people. Wen a | eader attenpts to inpose
his will on his people without their consent,
when he uses the powers of his office totry to
skirt the law or act in spite of it, we call
that authoritarianism W could also call it
bul | yi ng.

A nonunent that is erected through
bul lying will be resented and reviled by the
people it is inposed on. Do you Conmmi ssioners
want to be part of that? Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Barron. Next up, we have Janes Lardner, who is

al so here with us in person. M. Lardner, you
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have three m nutes to provide your testinony,
and pl ease proceed whenever you are ready.

MR. LARNDER: Thank you. My nane is
Janes Lardner. |I'mtestifying as an individual.

| am al so a nmenber of Third Act, as are several

ot her witnesses here. Many peopl e have nade
many argunents agai nst this proposal. O hers,
W t nesses and commenters, have tal ked about the
I npact on Arlington National Cenetery and the
experience of visiting there. You have heard
testi nony about the carefully constructed
sightline fromArlington House to the Lincoln
Menori al, the Washi ngt on Monunent, and the
Capitol, about the conplicated m x of feelings
evoked by that sightline, feelings of grief and
reflection as well as pride and gratitude.

| would like to honme in one sinple
poi nt, sonething all of us assenbl ed here know
I n our bones. This arch would never be built,
woul d never even be considered with or w thout
nodi fi cations, but for the fancy of one nman.

One woul d-be autocrat who, acting in the
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tradition of thuggish dictators around the world
and t hroughout history, wants to build over-the-
top nonunents, a whole bunch of them that tell
a sinple, jingoistic national story of w nning
and triunph and snmug sel f-congratul ati on.

The thing i s, people |Iike that cannot
bui l d those nonunents al one. They need hel pers,
not just paid | aborers and contractors to do the
physi cal work, but also the nenbers of bodies
i ke yours. They need public officials charged,
in theory, wth making a careful and independent
eval uation and bringing their best professional
judgnent to bear, but who are willing in
practice to set other considerations aside in
order to satisfy the whins of the suprene
| eader.

The English language is rich with words
for such people. Sycophants. Bootlickers.
Lackeys. Suck-ups. Toadies. And so far, that
is how the majority of this panel's nenbers have
chosen to act. Wile you cannot by yoursel ves

guarantee the arch's construction, you
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absol utely do have it in your power right here
and now to decide if that is how you truly w sh

to go on defining yourselves and to be
remenbered when Anerica, as it surely wll

t hi nks better of this nonment of ugly | eadership.
Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Lardner. Next up is Jackie Ostfeld, who |
believe is with us virtually. M. Gstfeld, are
you wth us?

M5. OSTFELD: Yes, |'m here.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ma'am you have three
m nutes to provide your testinony, and pl ease
proceed whenever you are ready.

M5. OSTFELD: Okay. | don't know if ny
canera is on. It's telling ne the host needs to
do it. There you go. Thank you so mnuch.

Thanks for the opportunity to be here
today. Wen President Trunp first unveiled a
nodel of the proposed triunphal arch, a reporter
asked hima sinple question, who is it for? Hi's

answer was just as sinple. M, he said. That
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answer should tell us everything we need to
know. Qur public |ands are not here to serve
the vanity of any president. They belong to
every Anerican, and they should be managed with
future generations in mnd.

As a director for Sierra dub's
Qutdoors for Al canpaign, | spend every day
wor ki ng to expand access to our public | ands
whil e protecting the places that make those
experi ences possible. Across the country,
Anmerica's national parks are facing a crisis.
The Trunp Adm ni stration has cut National Park
Service staff through w despread reductions in
force, even as parks continue to wel cone
mllions of visitors every year.

Visitors are seeing the consequences,
as fewer people are left to care for the places
they cane to experience. Now, instead of
directing resources to those parks, the
Adm ni stration is taking noney that visitors
pai d through National Park entrance fees and

redirecting it to the President's personal
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vanity projects in Washington. Trunp's proposed
arch is sinply the | atest exanple of those
m spl aced priorities.

Aneri cans pay those entrance fees
because they expect that noney will be used to
care for the parks they visit. They expect it
W Il preserve historic places, inprove visitor
experiences, and protect the | andscapes for
future generations. That is not what is
happeni ng. This proposal would pernmanently
alter National Park Service |and that frames the
entrance to Arlington National Cenetery.

At 250 feet, the proposed structure
woul d be twice as tall as the Lincoln Menorial,
and woul d block the line of sight that connects
the Lincoln Menorial with the entrance to
Arlington. This is the gateway to Arlington
Nati onal Cenetery, where nore than 400, 000
servi cenenbers are laid to rest. It is a place
that calls for thoughtful stewardship and deep
respect. Thank you.

CHAl RMVAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
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Gstfeld. Next up, we have Robert Harris, who |
believe is with us here in person. M. Harris,
you' Il have three mnutes to provide your
testinony, and pl ease proceed whenever you're

r eady.

MR. HARRI S: Can you hear ne?

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Yes sir.

MR HARRIS: Good. | want to thank the
board for letting us cone to this neeting today,
for all these wonderful people that have stepped
up here and spoke. | can't even begin to cover
everything they did and sai d because they know
so nmuch nore than | do, but when it cones to the
arch, the young lady just said, originally it
was going to be the arch, and now it's nenori al
arch.

But originally, it was the arch, and
they're going to put this thing in front of
Arlington Cenetery, and that whol e area down
there is sacred ground for the mlitary. You
got the Vietnam Menorial, you' ve got the Wrld

War Il nmenorial, you ve got Arlington Cenetery.
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| think the Korean nenorial is down there, too,
but no one seens to notice that all these
nonunents are around the mlitary.

And there's |lots of places to put this
menorial, |ike sonmebody suggested, down by the
Capitol. There's plenty of |and around the
Capitol, that we could put it there, or we could
put it in East Potonmac Park because -- right on
the river. People would see it com ng and
goi ng, which would be a nice feature.

Long story short, | want to thank this
board for letting us cone here today, and |
think this board should find a way to put this
on public television so people can see what goes
on wth the response that you have fromthe
peopl e that cone here to speak today, because
there's a lot of good information here today for
the board to take into consideration when you go
to vote.

The last tine you voted, you voted
al nrost 100 percent to have it put in where it's

going to go. Hopefully, this tinme, with the
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peopl e that spoke, because there was a | ot of
good information, you nmay change your m nds,

whi ch woul d make ne very happy, because |
normal |y don't step up for this kind of thing.
But this is one thing that has to be stopped

I mredi ately because it cannot be put in front of
Arlington Cenetery or the bridge.

Thank you very much for your tinme and
your effort to do the right thing here because
sone day there will be reports after this is all
done, and hopefully you'll be on the side of the
teamthat said not to do this. Thank you very
much for your tine.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Harris. Do any Conm ssioners have any questions
for these last five wtnesses before we proceed
to the next group?

Heari ng and seei ng none --

M5. HOTTEL- COX: M. Chairman?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: On, yes. [|'msorry.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Apologies. If we

could take a brief recess so that we can reset
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the stream ng service, so that we don't run out
of tinme?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: That seens quite

reasonable. W'Ill take a brief -- you think you
need five mnutes? W'Il|l take a five mnute
recess at this tinme, and then we wll pick back

up with witness testinony on agenda item 6A.
Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter
went off the record at 3:23 p.m and resuned at
3:31 p.m)

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: We'Il nove on at this
point to our next set of w tnesses on agenda
item 6A. Those are Karen Shemwel |, David
Par ker, Frances Macdonal d, John Ayers, and Susan
G odsky. Ms. Shemmel |, | believe, is attending
virtually. M'am can you hear ne?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Unless Ms. Shemwell is
here in person, it appears that she has not
j oined, so we can nove on to David Parker.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Okay. M. Parker,

you're also attending virtually. Can you hear
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me, sir?

MR. PARKER  Yes, | can.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: M. Parker, you have
three mnutes to provide your testinony, and
pl ease proceed whenever you are ready.

MR. PARKER  Thank you, Chairnman Scharf
and Comm ssion nenbers. |'m David Parker,
practicing architect, preservationist, and
fellow of the Anerican Institute of Architects.

| spoke before on this application but woul d
i ke to make additional observations.

First, the proposed location is highly
probl ematic, and the adverse inpacts it wll
create cannot be mtigated. The NEPA conpliance
table lists 299 contributing resources that wl |
be directly affected. The NCPC Executive
Director's report acknow edges the proposed arch
will, quote, fully obstruct reciprocal views of
the Lincoln Menorial and Arlington. The arch
will be an inposition and an inpedinent, a
direct violation of the McMIlan Plan, and the

nost basic rationale for the Lincoln Menorial's
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pl acenent, and of Menorial Bridge.

Furthernore, the 2001 NCPC Menori al s
and Monunents Master Plan, which was done in
conjunction with CFA and the National Capital
Menorial Conmm ssion specifically states, quote,
the existing circle at the west end of Menori al
Bridge is not viewed as appropriate for the
| ocation of a future nenorial.

Second, the synbolism of the proposed
arch is contradictory and i ncongruent.
Throughout history, triunphal arches have been
built to, quote, present a particular narrative
about rulers and nation states. This arch is
proposed as a nonunent, rather than as a
menorial. Mnunents are built for admration
and historical celebration, while nenorials are
built for respectful renmenbrance.

Third, the height of the proposed arch
exceeds Washi ngton's Hei ght of Buil dings Act,
whi ch NCPC has al ways consi dered bi ndi ng on
federal projects. The NCPC Executive Director's

recomendati ons to nmake the arch conpliant woul d
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significantly change its proportions while
dramatically enlarging the top statuary,
alterations that woul d undoubtably require
reduci ng the size of the arch's opening, further
di m ni shing keyhol e views that the applicant
clainms it wll frane.

Fourth, alternatives with | ess adverse
I npacts should be considered. The D.C. State
Hi storic Preservation Oficer recently proposed
an alternative site at the three-acre Capitol
Street oval, adjacent to the Anacostia
wat erfront, which is nmuch closer to the Capitol
than the present |ocation. One and a quarter
versus two and three quarter mles, which the
current siteis fromthe Capitol. A nonunental
arch at that |ocation would avoid adverse
effects, while elimnating interference with the
solemity of the Lincoln Menorial and graves at
Arlington National Cenetery. This site would
position the arch as a celebratory gateway to
Washi ngton, directly on axis with the Capitol

and the new Frederick Douglass Menorial Bridge,
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creating a dramatic focal point for the vibrant
nei ghbor hood between Audi Field and National s
Park, while yielding cultural and econom c
benefits to the area.

Finally, this project should be subject
to the congressional approval under the
Comrenorati ve Wirks Act. The cl ai mthat
Congress authori zed the arch when it considered
two columms a century ago i s not credi ble, and
those wi dely spaced col ums, which woul d not
have bl ocked any views, are fundanentally
different fromthe proposed nonunental arch.
Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Parker. Next, we have Frances Macdonald, who is
also with us virtually. Do we have Frances
Macdonal d with us?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Unl ess Frances
Macdonald is here in person, it appears they
have not joined, so we can nove on to John
Ayers.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Okay. John Ayers,
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who | believe is with us in person. M. Ayers,
you have three mnutes to provide your
testi nony, and pl ease proceed whenever you are

ready. Thank you, sir.

MR. AYERS: MW nane is John Ayers. [|I'm

speaking today as a D.C. resident for al nost 40

years. At the June neeting, Conm ssioner Blair

expl ai ned his support for this project, saying,

in nmy view, the fact that the scale is so grand

Is part of the allure. | think that our

nation's 250th birthday is a testanent to how

big our nation is and how great it is. Frankly,

| think that's how the President neans it too,
so | amin support, end quote.
Comm ssioner Blair al so observed,

rightly, | think, I think we all agree, that

everyone is entitled to their view, and that is

preci sely why Congress designated this

Comm ssion as the central planning agency for
the capital. Because views wll differ, its
task is not to decide whether a proposal is

alluring or favored, but to apply the |laws and
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pl anni ng framework that protect the nation's
capital. It is also why Congress required the
Comm ssi oners appoi nted by the President be
qualified and experienced in city or regional
pl anni ng. Decisions of this magnitude demand
di sci pli ne, planning, judgenent.

When deci sions are reviewed under the
Adm ni strative Procedure Act, the question is
whet her the agency is engaged in reasoned
decision making. In plain terns, the action you
t ake nust be supported by the findings you nake.

Through that lens or sinply a sound deci sion
maki ng, the recomendati on does not justify the
approval it seeks.

First, plans or drawi ngs that were
shown today to address the recommendation's
concern over the Height Act do not resolve the
probl ens before you. |In fact, they confirmit.

Pl ans changed enough to conply to the Hei ght
Act are plans for a different building. W're
tal ki ng about a 22 percent reduction in the

principal structure as well as other changes to
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the structure. It's a different building. And
the record contains no anal ysis of that
bui | ding, no staff eval uation of published
recommendati on, no opportunity for public

revi ew

The recommendation's treatnent of the
Conprehensive Plan is also fundanental |y fl awed,
and the conflicts run far beyond the Hei ght Act.

In June, | identified at | east 12 plan policies
with which the project is inconsistent.
Comm ssi oner Cozart expressed her hope that when
this project returned, the subm ssion would
address them The project has returned, and
t hese points remai n unaddressed.

In 185 pages, the recommendation cites
four policies by nunber, and engages only one of
the twelve that | cited. The recomrendation
tries to blunt this by rem nding us that the
Comm ssion takes a holistic approach, and that,
on the whole, the project is generally
consistent. But a holistic approach, a holistic

wei ghi ng, nmust actually wei gh, not skip the
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consi derati ons.

A vote to approve the plans because the
plans are prelimnary is not harmnl ess kicking
the can down the road. Agency action becones
part of the record and comruni cates that these
pl ans are sufficiently consistent with governing
law to nove forward. Now, not later, is the
time to discharge your statutory responsibility.

The recommendati on does not justify the
approval it recommends. | respectfully ask that
you vote no. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. Ayers.

Next up, we have Susan G odsky, who | believe
Is joining us virtually. M. G odsky, can you
hear nme?

M5. GRODSKY: Yes, | can. Let ne nake
sure ny video is on.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: W can see you ma' am

You have three mnutes to provide your
testinony, and pl ease proceed whenever you are
r eady.

MS5. GRODSKY: Well, I'd like to start
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by sayi ng good afternoon, and thank you for

listening. M nanme is Susan G-odsky. |I'ma
native Washingtonian. | was born at Col unbi a
Hospital. | attended Watergate concerts when |

was a child. You'd sit on the back steps of the
Lincoln Menorial and listen to the service
bands. And as you m ght guess from soneone
who's grown up here, | have friends buried at
Arlington National Cenetery.

Now, all the points |I was going to nake
i n opposition to this arch have al ready been
made. |'mnot going to repeat them |'m going
to tell you a story. So the story is, when |
was in fourth grade, we began our day the sane
way every day. W all stood up, and we faced
the flag, and we put our hands over the hearts,
and we said the Pledge of Allegiance. And then
we did what our teacher called denocracy in
action, which was we voted on what gane we were
going to play at recess.

Now, one day, the freeze tag contingent

was really well organized, and they won the
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vote. And | was really unhappy about that
because | had voted for red rover. So | started
to object, and then all of the freeze tag kids
started yelling at nme, majority rules, majority
rules, majority rules. And one kid, Patrick,
really obnoxious kid, he yells at ne, shut up,
Susan. Majority rules.

So, | don't know where you all stand on
red rover versus freeze tag, but there's a
t akeaway point, and the takeaway point is this.

In a denocracy, majority rules. | have been

listening to all of this testinony. Everyone
has spoken out against that arch. There is not
one vote in favor of it. And | hope you people
| earned in fourth grade the sane thing that |
| earned, and that's that in a denocracy,
majority rules. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RMVAN SCHARF:  Thank you, Ms.
G odsky. And I'msorry for that traumatic
experience that you had in fourth grade. Do any
Comm ssi oners have questions for, | guess, these

three witnesses? O did either of the two
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W t nesses we mssed join us?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: No, they did not.

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: (Ckay. Do any
Comm ssi oners have any questions for these past
three witnesses?

Heari ng and seeing none, we'll nobve on
to the next group of five, who are Anne
Jaeger man, Sherman Neal |1, Frederick
Gottschal k, Darrell Stanper, and Law ence
MacDonal d.  Anne Jaegerman, | apologize if I'm
getting that wong, is with us in person.

Ma'am you'll have three mnutes to provide your
testinony, and pl ease proceed whenever you're
ready.

M5. JAEGERVAN.  Ckay. My nane is Anne
Jaegerman. |'ma resident of D.C. and a private
citizen. | want to tal k about the hasty process
for the arch's design and approval. | did sone
research about other relatively recent additions
to Washington's nenorials using a book about
Washi ngt on's outdoor scul pture by Janes M

Goode, Wki pedia, and the Park Service website.
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About the World War Il Menorial. In
1987, a vet asked a representative if a Wrld
War |1 Menorial could be constructed.
Representative Kaptur had to introduce a bill to
the House four tines before it was passed in
1993. A nationw de design conpetition drew 400
subm ssions. (Goode says, the original design
underwent many changes between 1996 and its
conpletion in 2004. St. Florian's design went
t hrough two dozen public reviews. Al of these
changes over a seven-year period were
refinenents that enhanced the design of the
menori al .

W ki pedia notes that critics were
bot hered by the expedited approval process.
Congress, worried that Wrld War Il vets were
dyi ng before the nenorial could be built, passed
| egi sl ati on exenpting the Wrld War Il Menori al
fromfurther site and design review. The site
sel ection and finished nenorial were criticized
ext ensi vel y.

About the Korean War Veterans Menori al .
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At the request of the Korean War Veterans
Associ ati on, Congress and Presi dent Reagan
approved a nenorial in 1986. Four architects
fromPenn State University won the design
conpetition froma group of 543 entrants. Their
design was rejected by the CFA, as was a second
design by another firm In 1992, a final third
desi gn was accepted. It took seven years to
finalize the nenorial's design. The nenori al
was conpleted in 1995.

About the Martin Luther King Jr.
Menorial. The efforts of Al pha Phi Fraternity,
of which King had been a nenber, to build an MK
monunment in D.C. gained nonentumin 1986, the
first year King's birthday was cel ebrated as a
federal holiday. In '96, Congress authorized
the Departnment of the Interior to permt the
fraternity to establish a nenorial on governnent
land. In '98, Congress authorized a nonprofit
foundation. In '"99, the CFA and the NCPC
approved the site.

The foundation held a design
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conpetition, which drew 906 entries. [|n 2000,
the judges selected a design. There was a del ay
I n 2008 because the design that was approved by
t he CFA and NCPC was not approved by the Park
Service due to security concerns. A conpron se
was approved in 2009. The nenorial opened in
2011.

It is notable that all of these
menorial s had public constituencies that
supported their construction, that the design
processes took years, and that congressional
approval was required. |In a denocracy, things
often nove slowy to consider expertise from
many disciplines, to allow for public
participation, and to build consensus.

President Trunp's inpatience does not create the
ki nd of energency that would justify abridging
the customary processes for decidi ng whet her,
when, where, or howto build a nenorial to the
sesqui centennial. | oppose the arch. Thank
you.

CHAl RMVAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
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Jaegerman. Next up, we have Sherman Neal ||
who | believe is with us virtually. M. Neal,
you are representing the Sierra C ub, and you
have five mnutes to present your testinony.
Pl ease proceed whenever you are ready.

MR. NEAL: Thank you, Chairman.
Honoring the | egacy of the service nenbers who
gave their lives in defense of this country
requires protecting the hall owed ground where
they rest fromdesecration by all persons, both
foreign and donestic. That includes the
President. This vanity project threatens the
eternal rest that those service nenbers have
earned. Every day | choose to honor the triunph
and | egaci es of service nenbers |ike Medgar
Evers, Lieutenant Col onel Hector Santa Anna,
Maj or Megan McC ung, and those who served this
nation and represent the soul of what this
nation coul d be.

| "' m speaking to you on behal f of the
mllions of nenbers of the Sierra Club, 3.5

mllion, to be exact, as the Director of their
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MIlitary Qutdoors Canpai gn, where for 20 years
we' ve supported and uplifted the veteran
community by creating spaces to heal in nature
and uplift veteran voices in conservation. |'m
al so, speaking to you as a Marine Corps veteran,
the son of a sailor, the brother of an airnman,
the cousin, nephew, and friend to countless
menbers of ny extended famly who have served in
every branch of Anerica's mlitary. | have
earned the right, and I have the obligation to
speak for the people currently interred at
Arlington, people who gave their lives to defend
an inperfect nation with the expectation that
people li ke you woul d protect their | egacies,
our |land, and the integrity of our republic
today by rejecting this nonunent.

| was in ny md 20s and just nonths
away fromny first deploynent when | first gave
serious thought to where |I'd want to be buried
if I died at war. Every material possession |
owned could fit in ny Jeep Wangler. Materials

didn't stress nme out. Contenplating death
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itself did not stress ne out. Nothing nade ne
stop and think nore than the question of whether
| would earn the right to be buried in Arerica's
nost hal | owed ground, Arlington Nati onal
Cenetery, by displaying valor in conbat.

In 2014, | drove alone to Arlington
from Mari ne Corps base, Quantico, to better
understand what it neant to make the ultimate
sacrifice. | departed fromManion Hall, a
barracks naned after First Lieutenant Travis
Mani on, a young man who was killed in battle in
2007. | knew his grave would be located in
section 60, where the people close to ny age, in
a conflict that I would eventually join, were
laid to rest. Over 7,000 of themare there
today. | certainly didn't want to die, but I
trusted that nmy country would treat ny final
resting place wth the sol enm honor and respect
that the service nenbers buried in Arlington
have ear ned.

| thought about these things in the

spring of 2015, where | would support the
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establi shnment of Canp Mani on, where Marines |ed
the effort to defeat I1SISin western Irag, at a
pl ace fornmerly known as Al - Tagaddum Ai r Base.
Since then, |'ve seen famlies hosting picnics
as the grave sites with their young ones, |'ve
seen soldiers wipe away tears for the brothers
they've lost, I've felt the heavi ness of the
nmonment s wat ching the guards post at the tonb of
t he unknown soldier. | know that ensuring that
none of these |ives were expended in vain
requi res defendi ng denocratic practices at hone
today, and increasing support to the veterans
anmong us.

|"mtestifying today, again, on behalf
of 3.5 mllion people, but I'm also, testifying
for nyself. I'mtestifying as a person who
still needs to know, believe, hope, that you,
and the people that follow you, will take these
opportunities to declare that this still
matters, that the soul of the country still
matters, and that this is going to be a place,

the main place, where we honor the | egacies of
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t hose who have served the country honorably.

So, to do that, we nust protect these |lands from
further desecration, and share adherence to the

| aw, regardless of the pressures fromthe exec,
and nost inportantly, refuse any nonunent to a
nmonarch who has not served to cast a shadow on

t hose who have gave their lives in service to
this country.

When | drove to Arlington before ny
time at the basic school in Quantico, | believed
that if the worst happened, ny country woul d
protect that sacred | andscape and give it the
dignity it deserves. This is an inportant tine
to remenber the steps this adm nistration has
al ready taken to dimnish the | egacies of those
heroes at Arlington. Mny of those |egacies are
already in jeopardy while they rest, from
erasure due to their sexuality, the color of
their skin, their ethnicity, their wllingness
to dissent. W're fighting those battles today,
while at the sane tine, we're fighting these

battles on land. W're fighting for souls,
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we're fighting for places, we're fighting for
communities. It's tinme to honor the commtnents

to living veterans by commtting resources to

i ndi vi dual well ness and correcting systemc
environnental injustices in the conmunities

where they live, instead of commtting future

crime to the environnent and their place, and

their souls.

So, while many of us may never find
sustained rest after service while we live, |
respectfully request that you permt us to all ow
themto find dignity and rest in death. | know
| personally would never find rest under the
shadow of this arch. | appreciate your tine.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. Neal .

Next up, we have Frederick Gottschal k, who I
believe is with us here in person. M.
Gottschal k, you're representing Conmon Def ense,
and you have five mnutes to provide your
testinmony. Please proceed whenever you are
r eady.

MR, GOTTSCHALK: Okay. | thought |
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woul d be the nost casual person dressed, but M.
Jaegerman has put nme to shanme. | want to point
out that these are ny views, and the views of

t housands of veterans across the nation that

are, also, nmenbers of Common Defense. Are there
veterans on this Comm ssion? GCkay, | saw one
hand go up. That's good. These words should
resonate with you, and |I hope you take themto
heart.

This structure seens to be planned as
poorly as the reflecting pool renovation and our
national fair. |t has not been planned on the
scale of the nore than six years of careful,
del i berative, planning that went into the
construction of the Wrld War Il Menorial or
simlar nonunents. The Chairman, you used
power ful words at the beginning of this neeting.
You want to preserve the beauty of our capital.
Thi s proposal does not facilitate that goal. It
detracts fromthe beauty of our capital.

The nenorial would detract fromthe

natural, peaceful, serenity of the nenorial area
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outside of Arlington National Cenetery. | go
there all the time, and | |ove just being there
in the nice, quiet area that it is there. |
don't often state this, but |ike several of the
speakers today, |'ma decorated conbat veteran.

| have stood under Saddam Hussein's concrete
arch. |t was crunbling in 2009, |ess than 25
years after it was constructed in lrag. |It's
crunbl i ng because it was built by a man that was
di sdai ned by the popul ation of the nation, and I
just want that to be noted.

| am further appalled that a nonunent

of this nature would bl ock the view between
where | amto be buried with all of ny friends
in Arlington National Cenetery, the view between
my fair city, Arlington National Cenetery, and
the seat of our nation's |eadership. Actions,
not objects, are what commenorate and
menorializes an admnistration. |'mfurther
appal l ed by that the funding that woul d be
all ocated for this nonunent, when there are so

many ot her needs in the veteran community. |f
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you want to commenorate veterans, if you want to
tal k about how you support veterans, put the
noney where it's needed, not in sone object.

Currently, permanently conbat disabled
veterans that have been nedically retired are
not being fully supported by this
adm nistration. Let that sink in for just a
second. Permanently disabled veterans, conbat
di sabl ed veterans are not bei ng supported by
this admnistration, yet this admnistration
wants to put an arch in front of the cenetery.
In addition, this admnistration is considering
cutting earned benefits fromveterans |ike
nmysel f who suffer fromhearing | oss and sl eep
apnea. So, they're trying to take nore noney
away fromveterans while they're building an
arch in front of the cenetery. Surely whatever
noney that is being considered for this nenori al
could be better allocated to support veterans in
need.

The adm nistration is renmenbered by

veterans for what they have done to themor for
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them not piles of gilded marble. Actions, not
objects. | think that the statenment is | ost
when fol ks who are not veterans are trying to
devel op ways to commenorate our nation. They
often forget that if you want to comrenorate
veterans, take care of the veterans. This does
not do that.

As ot hers have stated much nore
el oquently than I can, no matter how you tw st
your words, this proposed nonunent is illegal
under the Comrenorative Wrks Act, which
requi res congressional approval for nenorials on
federal land in and near D.C. Comrenorative
Wor ks Act both requires express authorization
from Congress before any nonunent or structure
Is built on federal reservations, parks, public
grounds, and the nation's capital. The arch
slated for Menorial Crcle and Lady Bird Johnson
Par k has received no such congressi onal
aut hori zati on.

For anyone that feels the need for a

comenorati ve arch or an avenue of heroes, |'d
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like to point out that there are 430, 000 such
comrenorative stones in Arlington National
Cenetery. Al of those stones woul d be bl ocked
fromview of the city. They deserve sonething
better than sone poorly planned and hastily
constructed nenorial that has been conceived by
the sane adm nistration that has brought you a
horri bly executed renovation of the reflecting
pool and an ill-conceived and executed nati onal
fair that is the | aughing stock of the world.

I n concl usi on, ny Conmon Def ense
conpatriots and | urge you to reject this
proposal. It is not appropriated or authorized
by Congress, and it will mar the natural
serenity of Arlington National Cenetery. Thank
you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Gottschal k. Next up, we have Darrel Stanper,
who | believe is joining us virtually today.

M. Stanper, are you with us?
M5. HOTTEL-COX: Unless M. Stanper is

here in person, we don't have him So, we can
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nmove on to Law ence MacDonal d.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: (Okay. Lawrence
MacDonal d, | believe is with us here in person.

M. MacDonal d, you have three mnutes to

provi de your testinony, and pl ease proceed
whenever you're ready.

MR. MACDONALD: Thank you, M.
Chairman. It's a privilege to speak to nenbers
of the Commi ssion. | spoke with you at the
previous neeting. Sone of what | have to say
will be famliar, but | hope that this tine, ny
words m ght be nore effective in reaching you.

| m Lawr ence MacDonal d, a vol unt eer
with Third Act, a novenent of ol der Anericans
wor ki ng to protect denocracy and a |ivable
planet. As elders, we care deeply about the
| egacy we will | eave to those who cone after us.

| urge you to consider your own | egacy and vote

against this arch. The arch cannot be separated
fromDonald Trunp. He has said it is an arch to
honor hinself. This is a man who as President

in 2018, refused to visit a Wrld VWar 11
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Anmerican cenetery near Paris, saying, why should
| go to that cenetery? It's filled with | osers.
This is the man who called the 1,800 Anericans
who died at Belleau Wods in Wrld War |
suckers, and ridiculed Senator John MCain for
havi ng been captured in Vietnam
His projects in our nation's capital

have been steeped in corruption and plagued wth
failure. This is a man who can't even repair
the reflecting pool. Howis he going to oversee
the construction of a massive arch? Are we
going to see billions of dollars in corrupt no-
bid contracts go to Trunp cronies who are unable
to performthe work? The arch is fascist in
intent and design. Not surprisingly, it has a
striking resenblance to a sketch that Htler

hi nsel f made for an arch that he wanted to be
built in Berlin. Photographs of Htler admring
a scale nodel of his arch are creepily simlar
to the photos of Trunp show ng off the nodel of
his arch. That resenblance is not a

coi ncidence. Trunp and his ex-wife Ivana both
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said that he once kept a notebook of Hitler's
speeches at his bedsi de.

There is another striking simlarity
bet ween these two arches. Neither of themwl|
ever be built. Plans for Htler's arch were
scrapped when the Nazis were defeated in '45.
The end of Trunp's reign will be |l ess dramatic
and | ess bl oody, but one way or another, his
time as our nation's |leader will end well|l before
this nonstrous arch can be conpl eted. Woever
succeeds himw Il be very unlikely to pursue
this project, given the massive cost and nassive
publ i ¢ opposition.

The question before you today concerns

your |egacy. Your vote will determ ne how you
will be renmenbered. |f you vote in favor of
this arch, you'll cast your lot on the wong

side of history. Your friends and rel atives,
your children, and your children's children wll
forever be ashaned of you. There's good news.
It's not too late to change your m nd.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Your tinme has
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expired, sir.

MR. MACDONALD: You can avoid this fate
by voting against the arch. It mght be hard.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  You're done, sir.

MR. MACDONALD: Mbst of you sit on the
Comm ssi on because Trunp appointed you. Be
brave. Vote against the arch.

CHAIl RMAN SCHARF: |'mjust going to say
sonething. As a Jew, as an Anerican Jew who had
famly fight against Htler in Wrld War IIl, and
who lost famly in the Shoah, in the Hol ocaust,
the idea that because of sone picture you' ve
dragged out of the archives that the President
of the United States, the duly el ected President
of the United States, is sonmehow conparable to
the nost evil man who's probably ever lived in
history, is just deeply, deeply offensive to ne.

We can di sagree about this project wthout that
sort of invective being | evel ed agai nst nenbers
of this Conmm ssion, and | just don't know what
you think you're acconplishing, sir.

But we'll npbve on to our next w tnesses
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now, unl ess anybody has questions for the | ast
four who have spoken. The next people to speak
are Teresa Szewczyk, Kathy Linneweber, Karen E.
Santiano Francis, JimHorton, Melissa MII horn,
and Tom Mbore. Mss -- | know |I'm butchering
this pronunciation and | apol ogi ze for that, but
Ms. Szewczyk is supposed to be with us
virtually.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: M. Chairnman, |
believe that the first four individuals that you
listed all were scheduled to join virtually, and
unl ess any of themare here in person, we don't
have them So, we can nove on to Mlissa
M Il horn and Tom Moore as our final two
W t nesses.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Okay. Melissa
MIlhorn, | believe is with us here in person.
Ma' am you can proceed whenever you're ready,
and you'll have three mnutes to provide your
testinony. Thank you.

M5. M LLHORN: Menbers of the

Comm ssion, thank you. M nane is Melissa
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MIlhorn. |'mhere as an individual citizen.
oppose this arch, not because of its scale or
cost, those objections are already on the
record. The Applicant calls it a nonunental
arch, not a triunphal one. Like a previous
speaker previously noted, whatever it's call ed,
it adopts the architectural |anguage of enpire
foreign to the Anerican founding. A new | abel
doesn't change the synbolism

A roman triunph was an honor granted by
the senate. When Augustus reserved the triunph
for the inperial famly, one of the republic's
defining civic honors becane an inperi al
prerogative. The triunphal arch becane one of
hi story's clearest synbols of inperial power.
The early American republic chose a different
path. Triunphal arches in the founding era were
intentionally tenporary. The defining i mge of
our founding is not a conqueror passing beneath
an arch, it is Washington resigning his
comm ssion and returning power to civilian

aut hority.
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In nearly two and a half centuries, the
federal governnent has never built one in the
nmonunental corps. That's not an oversight.

It's a consistent republican tradition. |
wanted to note that Washington is the only major
western capital w thout such an arch, but every
capital in that conparison, Paris, London, Rone,
was the seat of an enpire or a nonarchy. That
absence is a distinction to be preserved, not a
deficiency to correct. Consider the conpany
this arch woul d keep. Napoleon's Paris,
Pyongyang, where the arch of triunph glorifies
KimIl Sung. In a Roman triunph, the procession
di spl ayed captives and spoils. A victory arch
at the threshold of Arlington turns nore than
400, 000 Anericans buried there into a backdrop
for a presidential vanity project. The | ong,
open approach fromthe Lincoln Menorial was

desi gned as an act of humlity. It needs no
gate. In a republic, the honored dead answer to
no one who passes above them

Today, | speak as a retired federal |aw
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enforcenent officer, a mlitary spouse, and
granddaughter of a soldier killed in Ckinawa.

In every case, our oath was the sane, not to a
ruler, but to the Constitution. Qur capital
reflects that distinction. A triunphal arch has
no place init. | urge you to reject this
proposal . Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, ma'am
Next up, we have our |ast wtness, M. Tom
Moore, who | believe is wth us in person. M.
Moore, you have three mnutes to provide your

testinony, and you can proceed whenever you are

ready.

MR MOORE: Good afternoon. M nane is
Tom Mbore. |1've been a resident of the national
capital area continuously since 1976. | was a

resi dent and taxpayer in the District of

Col unmbia from 1976 to 1981, and from 1981 to
date |'ve been a resident and taxpayer in
Virginia. | have for five decades regularly
travel ed over the Menorial Bridge between

Virginia and the District, and | amfamli ar
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with the area around the Menorial Bridge.

The proposed new nonunental arch is
conpl etely out of character for the area. The
only structures over five stories visible from
Menorial Bridge are the high rises in the areas
of Virginia known as Rosslyn, Crystal Cty, and
Pentagon City. | understand that the new
nmonunental arch is proposed to have a hei ght of
250 feet, or about 25 stories. This is out of
character with the lowrise architecture of
Washi ngton D.C., and would bl ock the current
panoram c views avail able from Menorial Bridge
fromthe west side of the Lincoln Menorial, and
fromnost of Arlington National Cenetery. |
encourage you to reject the new nonunental arch,
as currently planned. Thank you for having a
public hearing.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. Moore.

At this tinme, Madam Secretary, are any of the
people who originally signed up to testify but
who weren't able to join us -- or have any of

t hem now j oi ned us?
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M5. HOTTEL- COX:  No, M. Chairnman.
CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Okay. Wth that,
we're going to conclude public testinony for
today. |'ve said this before, and I'll say it
again. It's -- | think it's really great and
it's a real testanent to each and every one of
you that you' ve sat through a very |ong
conm ssion neeting to make your voice heard.
Public testinony at a conm ssion |like this can
often not be for the faint hearted. This has
been a long neeting. | know that you all are
busy people with other things to do in your
lives, and it's nmeaningful to nme personally that
you took tinme out of your busy lives to cone
share your opinions with us here today. So,
truly, thank you for being here, thank you for
maki ng your voice heard, and | woul d encourage
you to continue maki ng your voices heard at
ot her comm ssions' opportunities for public
testinony that | know occur on, you know, not
just this issue, but any nunber of issues

particularly here in the D.C. area, which is
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such a |l ocus of governnent, particularly federal
gover nnment conm ssions and ot her public bodies
of the sort.

Bef ore we nove on to a notion to
approve prelimnary site plans on this project,
Comm ssi oner Di xon nentioned before this neeting

started that he wanted to nmake a noti on.

Comm ssi oner Di xon, are you still with us, and
is that still your intent? Conm ssioner D xon?
COMM SSIONER DI XON: I'mstill with

you, M. Chairman.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  kay.

COW SSI ONER DI XON: And ' m not goi ng
to -- | have -- | want to nake a statenent, but
maybe I'Il wait until it's my turn to vote.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Okay. Well, we can
take that up with the project itself, if that's
okay with you, sir. Before we nove on to fornal
consideration of prelimnary site and building
pl ans, though, | have a notion nyself, and
that's relating to the Height of Buildings Act

I ssue, which has cone up before on consideration
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(O f-m crophone conments.)

CHAI RVMAN SCHARF: | think Conm ssi oner
Blair was unnmuted there for a second. As sone
of you may recall, at our last neeting, | raised
the issue of the Height of Buildings Act
applicability to federal buildings, that was
when we considered this project for concept
review. At that tine, | asked the Applicant to
provide | egal analysis on this issue, which they
did in their application naterials before us
today. Those materials provide what | believe
is a conpelling argunent that the Hei ght of
Bui | di ngs Act is not binding on the federal
gover nnment .

Qur general counsel additionally
provided a neno, which is attached to the
Executive Director's Report, that details NCPC s
hi storic position, a long-held historic
position, | would add, which as | nentioned | ast
nmonth, is that the Height of Buildings Act is in

fact binding on the federal governnment. Qur
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Comm ssi on had sone di scussion on this issue
this norning, and we obviously need to consi der
this overall issue, the applicability of the
Hei ght of Buildings Act, prior to finally
approving this project, or indeed any project
that would test the bounds of the Hei ght of
Bui | di ngs Act.

My viewis that today, we are just
considering this project for prelimnary
approval, and that as a result, it's not
necessary for us to take up this broader issue
of the applicability of the Height of Buildings
Act to federal construction, until our next
meeting at the earliest, which would be the
earliest tinme that this project could be finally
approved. And to that end, because this issue
Is still under consideration, I'd Iike to make a
notion to amend the Conmi ssion actions that are
i ncluded in the Height of Buildings Act section
of the Executive Director's Recomendati on on
Pages 2 to 3 as follows. This is the section of

the EDR that addresses the Height of Buil dings
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Act specifically.

My recomrendation is to keep the first
Comm ssion action as drafted by staff, delete
the second, third, and fourth Conm ssion actions
of the section, add one Conm ssion action in
this section reading notes that in |ight of the
Applicant's subm ssion, NCPCis continuing to
consi der the positions regarding the Hei ght of
Bui | di ngs Act, and whether it is binding on the
federal governnment, which the Comm ssion wll
need to decide prior to taking final action on
the project, and then revising the final
Comm ssion action of this section to read,
request the Applicant provide a justification
for the project height when the project returns
to NCPC for final approval.

This last item just to explain
slightly, if we were to rule that the Height of
Bui | di ngs Act is inapplicable against federal
construction, we still have an independent
statutory obligation as the NCPC, based on our

aut horizing statute, to consider the height of a
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proj ect independently. So, this would be an
action requesting, regardl ess of what happens
with the Height of Buildings Act issue, that the
Applicant provide us with a rationale for the
hei ght that we could then take up for
consi deration along wth final approval.

So, to summarize, if nmy notion passes,
t he Hei ght of Buildings Act section of the
Comm ssion actions relating to this project
woul d read as follows. Notes NCPC s role as the
central planning agency for the federal
governnment in the nation's capital has included
application of the Height of Buildings Act to
preserve the horizontal skyline of the D strict,
notes that in light of the Applicant's
subm ssion, NCPCis continuing to consider the
positions regarding the Height of Buildings Act
and whether it is binding on the federal
governnent, which the Conm ssion wll need to
decide prior to taking final action on the
proj ect, and requests the Applicant provide a

justification for the project's hei ght when the
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project returns to NCPC for final approval.

If this notion were to pass, | think we
could then proceed to a vote on prelimnary
approval of this project. If that notion were
to pass, then at our next neeting or a future
neeting, we could take up this project for final
approval along with a notion to deternm ne as a
conm ssion our view of whether the Hei ght of
Bui | di ngs Act is applicable against federal
construction. That's ny notion, and at this
time, 1'd ask if there's any second.

COMM SSI ONER DI XON: | second your notion,
M. Chai r man.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssioner Dixon. 1'll now open it up to the
Comm ssion for further discussion on this
anmendnment regardi ng the Hei ght of Buil di ngs Act
section of our agency actions. As a rem nder,
at this tine, the only notion on the floor
relates to this anmendnent, and we'll obviously
have full deliberations on the project itself

after this notion has been addressed. [ 11

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

start deliberations, | guess, with Conm ssi oner
Blair, to ny right. Janes, are you still wth
us? Hearing nothing from Conm ssioner Blair,
we'll proceed with Conmm ssioner |ngrassia?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: | have no
further comrents, thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Ingrassia. Conm ssioner D xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner, but we haven't proceeded quite to
a vote yet, so -- but | appreciate your
statenent of support. Conm ssioner Cash?

COW SSI ONER CASH:  On t he anendnent,
"Il just say that | find the current EDR very
specific. It says the Height of Buildings Act
applies. | don't see any reason to change that,
sol'm-- 1'"lIl be voting against this anmendnent,
but thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,

Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Hender son?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: G ven that the
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Applicant is arguing that the 1925 | aw

aut horizing the Arlington Menorial Bridge
construction provides authorization for this
project, | wonder should we not seek their

opi ni on when they conme back in the next

iteration of this, or at |east not forecl ose the

possibility that that statute actually

aut hori zes or acts as a waiver of the Height of
Buil dings Act in this instance, given its
contenpl ation of at |least two structures above
the height in the | aw?

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: | think that's
certainly an argunent they could nake. Do you
want to change to the anmendnent to reflect that,
or does the broader |anguage, request the
Applicant provide a justification for the
project's height when the project returns to
NCPC, that seens pretty broad, are you
confortable wth that |anguage?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: | f you think
that that contenplates the possibility that

maybe they al ready have authorization that they
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could rely on, and that would be an argunent
that they could make in fulfilling that, | think
t hat woul d be sufficient.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: | certainly believe
so. |If you're confortable with it, then | think
we can proceed on that basis. Anything el se?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: That's ny only

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. Conmmi ssioner
Fal cone, are you with us?

COW SSI ONER FALCONE: Yes, | am
have no comrents.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssioner. Conmm ssi oner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER CQOZART: 1'I1 just
associ ate nyself with the comments of
Commi ssi oner Cash.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Sir, | have no
comrents or further insights. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF:  Thank you,
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Comm ssi oner. Conmm ssi oner Bow on?

COW SSI ONER BOARON:  Thank you,
Chairman. |'m here today representing the
Departnment of the Interior which inits
subm ssion, | think, nmade very clear its
perspective on the Height of Buildings Act. And
so, for the probably opposite reason of
Comm ssi oners Cash and Cozart, | wll, also,
vot e no.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Ckay, thank you,
Comm ssioner. Vice Chairman Levenbach?

MR. LEVENBACH:. | also found the | egal
argunents conpelling, and | think you'd have a
reasonabl e path forward here. So, | appreciate
that. | think Comm ssioner Henderson nmade an
Interesting point that | haven't heard, as well.
And so, | look forward to -- I'"'mgoing to vote
in favor of this, and | |look forward to see a
justification should it pass.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Al right. Okay. |If
there are no further questions --

M5. HOTTEL-COX: | believe we skipped
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over Conm ssi oner Argo.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Oh, |I'msorry,
Comm ssi oner Argo. Conm ssioner Argo? |
apol ogi ze, ma' am

COW SSI ONER ARGO.  No, no, no. Wuld
you read the notion again, please?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Sure. So, the notion
woul d anmend the Comm ssion actions that relate
to the Height of Buildings Act in the Executive
Director's Recommendation. That's on Pages 2 to
3. And if it passes, the section would read as
follows. Notes NCPC s role as the central
pl anni ng agency for the federal governnment. |
guess it should be notes that the NCPC s role as
the central planning agency for the federal
governnment in the nation's capital has included
application of the Height of Buildings Act to
preserve the horizontal skyline of the D strict,
notes that in light of the Applicant's
subm ssion, NCPC is continuing to consider the
positions regarding the Hei ght of Buil dings Act,

and whether it is binding on the federal
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governnent, which the Conm ssion wll need to
decide prior to taking final action on the
proj ect, and request the Applicant provide a
justification for the project's height when the
project returns to NCPC for final approval.

COW SSIONER ARGO |I'mgoing to
abst ai n.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Ckay, Conmm ssi oner.
Do any ot her Conm ssioners have questions or
coments at this tine? Hearing and seei ng none,
Madam Secretary, can you please confirmthe
notion and second, and take the vote by roll
call?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. The notion was
made by Chairman Scharf and seconded by
Comm ssioner Dixon. Wth that, Conm ssioner
Cozart --

COW SSI ONER CQOZART:  No.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: -- on the anended
nmotion. Conm ssioner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Conm ssi oner Bow on?
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COWMM SSI ONER BOARON:  No.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Commi ssioner Argo?
COW SSI ONER ARGO:  No.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Vice Chairnman

VI CE CHAl RVAN LEVENBACH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Chairman Scharf?
CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssion Blair?
COW SSI ONER BLAI R Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Commi ssion | ngrassia?
COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Di xon?
COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner Cash?
COW SSI ONER CASH:  No.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Conmi ssi oner

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Fal cone?
COW SSI ONER FALCONE:  Yes.

MS. HOTTEL-COX: The notion to anend
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passes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. Now, at this tinme, is there a notion
to approve prelimnary site and buil ding plans
for the new nonunental arch wth the anended
Comm ssion actions as just passed by this
Comm ssi on?

VI CE CHAI MVAN LEVENBACH: So noved.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach. |Is there a second?

COMM SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Second here.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssioner Ingrassia. Wth that, we'll
proceed to di scussion on approving -- or
providing prelimnary approval on the nonunent al
arch project, and I'Il start deliberations with
Comm ssi oner Bow on.

COW SSI ONER BOARON: Thank you.  So,
first, I want to thank the NCPC staff. As
al ways, an incredible job digesting and then
sharing information in a way that was so

rel evant and accessi bl e.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

193

|, also, want to echo the Chairnman's
comrents to the nenbers of the public that are
here today or were online and provi ded comments.

It is truly inspiring to hear fromall of you.

And to the project teamfromthe Park
Service and the Departnent and the design firm
t hank you for all your work to be responsive to
the coments of the Commi ssion fromlast June.

On behal f of the Departnent, | can
certainly commt that we will continue to work
to be responsive to the comments of the
Comm ssion. You know, everything that was
called out in the staff report regarding
transportation, materials, siting, aviation
coordi nation, we'll continue to do that.

The Departnent supports continuing to
nove this project forward.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Conmm ssi oner.

Comm ssioner Argo? | think you're
nmuted, ma'am |'msorry.
COW SSI ONER ARG | have not hi ng
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nmore. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Argo.

Vi ce Chai rman Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: | want to
t hank the project teamfor |ooking at one issue
in particular, which | think is really
I nportant, which is how we're going to
deconflict a pretty busy traffic area wi th what
could be a lot of visitors.

And one of the things, | think, that
came up as we were going back and forth is
t hi nki ng about the nunber of visitors that are
going to be there and, just even on a sort of
hourly basis, how are people going to access the
site.

| appreciate the point about people are
going to find the least -- the shortest distance
to the circle. So, | think I find that pretty
persuasive, but still trying to figure out how
you can mitigate interactions and if there's

anything el se that can be done.
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|f we do see the type of visitation
that we could, then there's just going to be a
| ot of people. So, trying to nodel that or
| ooking at, specifically, the nunber of people
mght -- if you haven't done that already, or if
you have done it. Bring it forward next tine,
when you cone back for the final project
approval .

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach.

Comm ssioner Blair?

COW SSI ONER BLAIR:  No commrents j ust,
ot her than thank you for the work, as al ways,
staff and team

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Blair.

Comm ssi oner | ngrassia?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Yeah. | want
to comend again the project teamfor all the
work that's gone into this and all the tine and
resources and progression that we've seen.

| al so appreciate the I evel of public
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engagenent surrounding a very inportant and
meani ngful project for the District. And for
t hose of you who kept your conmments civil,
especially the mlitary famlies, | just really
want to acknow edge and appreciate that.

| just want to also say that, you know,
a lot of strong positions were raised here
today. | do also believe that there is strong
support fromthe public for this project.

In addition to sonme of the comments
that were raised here, nmany of you were in
attendance for the state fair that has been
going on in Washington, D.C., over the past
coupl e of weeks or so to celebrate America 250.

| think we were expecting several mllion
people to attend these festivities from now
until the end of the celebratory period.

One of the nost popular attractions
there was a nodel replica of an arch very
simlar to what we're considering here. That
di spl ay was attended by veterans, famlies,

Anerican citizens across the political spectrum
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many of whom were supporting that project and
voi cing strongly their positive support for a
project of this type.

Washington, D.C. is notable in being
the only magjor city, it's ny understandi ng and
awareness, in the United States w thout an arch
or an arch-1like nonunent, and | think it's |ong
overdue as sonething that should be seriously
considered in the city.

Also, | just want to say, kind of
associating nyself with Vice Chair Levenbach's
coments, for the project team any nore
information that we could get to find ways to
sort of mtigate congestion; detail, especially
how tourists may be able to be picked up through
ri deshare services, through bus services and
other forms of public transit, that information
Is always nmuch appr eci at ed.

And al so, in reference to a coment |
made earlier today, wth regard to visual
clutter, with regard to traffic displays,

si gnage and other sorts of things that may help
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assist with traffic navigation; if there's room
for potentially mtigating sone of that visual
clutter, so the focus and enphasis is on the
beauty of the arch and its design, that being a
central pillar in that area would be ny sort of
suggesti on here.

Beyond that, | appreciate all the
comments nmade today, and | have nothing further
to add.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner | ngrassi a.

Comm ssi oner Di xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON: M. Chai rnman, |
first of all, have been intrigued and interested
in this idea about bringing sonething that m ght
strengt hen Anacostia R ver East by noving it to
an area that would inmpact our comrunity, which
coul d be positive maybe.

| also want to make it kind of clear
that I've served on this Comm ssion for 30
years, representing a |lot of mayors and a | ot of

the city. And it's been a great privilege to ne
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to do that.

| always have to keep within ny focus
two things. One, our mssion as a Commi ssion,
which is the federal interest, but | have to
t hi nk about how it wll affect nmy community,
what the inpact is.

And that's why | nentioned sonething
com ng to our nei ghborhood, if possible. But
that's not (audio interference). Maybe it wll
be.

| also want to make it pretty clear
that | conme in with sone other credentials.

One, I"'ma retired Arny colonel and a retired
Air Force airman, too. My brother and ny uncle
are buried in Arlington, and a | ot of ny
classmates fromny tenure at the United States
Air Force Acadeny. So, | have sone deep
concerns about this place.

| don't think that the height for ne is
the issue. | think that those who have been
speaki ng out believe, and | believe -- and |

supported hei ght for sone nunber of years in
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Comm ssion, but ny concern is not about the
hei ght .

"' m hoping that the results that you
get back, M. Chairman, nmay be hel pful in
dealing with that issue. And that's why |
supported getting nore information, giving a
chance for this to be dealt with. And
hopefully, it will cone out favorably for us who
want to keep the heights controll ed.

| also want to make it pretty clear
that | amdefinitely going to have sone probl ens
with the arch because |I think that it does
affect people | care about in nmy history, in the
mlitary, in ny service. | retired in both Ar
Force and Arny.

But it also is inportant that we have a
| ot of issues that face our city that are in the
hands of many people, and we have to be very
cauti ous and t houghtful about how we nove,
because the nost inportant thing about all ny

services in governnent, in mlitary, and in the
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communi ty has been ny city and ny nei ghbor hood.

So, | want to be sure that we protect
the ability for us to maneuver through sone
delicate waters at this tine. So, that's going
to be behind nmy vote on this particular issue.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner Di xon.

Comm ssi oner Cash?

COMWM SSI ONER CASH:  Thanks so nuch, M.
Chai rman. And thanks again to the staff for the
report and the work that's gone into this.

And, nore inportantly, thanks to
everyone who cane out here today and testifi ed.

| thank the over 100, 000 peopl e that have

submtted testinony or submtted coments online
al r eady.

|"ve just got to say that, | talked
about this last nonth, but | still have the
basi c problens that | discussed at our | ast
meet i ng.

A lot of the technical information that

we asked for was provided, but none of it's
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resol ved any of the underlying issues about why
this project belongs in this place and what the
framework is that we should evaluate it in.

| continue to object to a process that
did not start with congressional authorization
and i s proceeding outside of the Conmmenorative
Wor ks process.

This project is described as
cel ebrating 250 years of Anerican independence
and honoring Anerica's founding principles.

What ever | abel the applicant gives it,
a 250-foot triunphal arch topped wth a
statuary, placed in a nenorial |andscape on an
axi s between the Arlington House and Arlington
Cenetery, all the way to the Lincoln Menorial,
Is plainly a commenorati ve.

Calling it a celebration does not nake
it less of a nmonunent. And if this is not a
comenorative work, | don't know what is.

All this matters because the
Comrenor ati ve Wrks process is not just supposed

to be paperwork. [It's how Congress, NCMAC, the
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public, and this Comm ssion are supposed to test
t he basic questions:

What's being comenorated, why it has
| ong-1asting national significance, and whether
this site is appropriate, what alternatives
shoul d be consi dered, and how the work affects
the historic and nenorial |andscape around it.

That should include real site
sel ecti on, neaningful alternatives analysis, and
a Section 106 process that infornms the project
rat her than catches up to it.

A few of those questions are being
asked after the site, the scale, and the form
have al ready been chosen.

That's how we end up with an applicant-
driven anal ysis asking us to believe that a 250-
foot arch that blocks out the Lincoln Menori al
fromArlington House is sonehow t he vi ewshed-
sensitive option, while a snmaller arch woul d
actually be worse.

And while the applicant has given us a

cl earer purpose statenent, it has still not
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aut hori zati on.

But now, we al so have the nore urgent
i ssue of the Height of Buildings Act. Not just
whet her this arch's design conplies with it, but
whet her this Comm ssion should approve a path
that either avoids it in substance or says it
does not apply at all.

So far as | can tell, for this 250-foot
project to proceed w thout congressional
aut horization, we're left with two paths.

First, as laid out in the EDR before we
anended it, the applicant could redistribute the
proportions of the building, the roof structure
and the statuary, which may preserve the Hei ght
Act in form but still signals that we can
engi neer around it on paper while ending up with
t he sane 250-foot structure.

The other path would be for this
Comm ssion to sonehow agree or acknow edge t hat
the Hei ght Act does not apply to this or any

ot her federal building.
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| have concerns with both. To begin, |
think we need to dispel the notion that the
Hei ght Act is sinply |ocal zoning.

It is an act of Congress |egislating
for the nation's capital at a tine when Congress
directly controlled the District's governnent in
1910. This is not sone act of an el ected |ocal
governnent or munici pal governnent or of the
nodern DC Counci | .

Even today, the DC Hone Rule Act, which
Is a congressional |aw, precludes the District
fromlegislating above the Height Act limts,
reserving that question to Congress itself.

The applicant offers ways to read
around that history, but the argunments do not
change the basic fact that the Height Act is
still an act of Congress, it is still enforced,
and it is still the framework that this
Comm ssion has applied to federal projects for
decades and nust apply here.

| also don't want to | ose sight of the

word Congress used in the Height Act. A
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buil ding erected in violation of the act is not
treated as a harml ess technical defect. It is

decl ared a common nui sance. And here, that word

has real neaning.

As | nmentioned, this structure wuld
sit inthe mddle of one of the nost inportant
nmenorial corridors in the country, a structure
that, by and large, in that place, does not
nmerely occupy the | andscape. It changes the
nmeani ng of the | andscape around it.

So, if we buy the applicant’'s argunent
that this arch is not comenorative, then what
we're being asked to approve is a non-
commenorative structure inserted into a sol emm
comrenorati ve | andscape, and that is exactly the
kind of harmthe Height Act's nuisance | anguage
shoul d nmake us take seriously.

So, whatever questions others may raise
about litigation and enforcenent, this
Comm ssi on does not have to approve a project
that treats the Height Act as an obstacle to

maneuver around rather than a |l aw to be appli ed.
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|"mnot comng at this as soneone who
bel i eves every inch of the Height Act is sacred,
but one of the nobst inportant aspects of the
Hei ght Act, especially in federal areas and the
nmonunental core, is that it's part of what makes
Washi ngton remarkable. 1It's why the city
skyline remai ns horizontal, civic, and |egible.

The result is that nonunents,
menorials, civic buildings, and natural
t opography still read against the sky instead of
di sappearing into a conpetition for height.

And if the Height Act in this context
Is to nean anything, it cannot be ignored
whenever a building is federal.

Qur skyline didn't happen by accident.

It's a congressional choice carried forward for
nore than a century.

This is not to say that Congress
couldn't authorize sonething taller. Congress
has in the past, Congress could now, but
Congress i s not here.

| nstead, the applicant's cone to this
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Comm ssion with a I egal opinion in hand,
offering a sweeping theory that the Hei ght of
Bui | di ngs Act doesn't apply to federal buil dings
at all, changing the ground rules for every
future federal project in the District, whether
this arch ever actually gets built or not.

The precedent set here would outlive
this project. Going forward, NCPC could be
deci ding federal building heights on a case-by-
case basis, a major institutional change that
the staff report acknow edges.

But 1'lIl nmake the point even nore
directly. The consequences would not be limted
to this arch.

| f federal buildings are categorically
out side the Height Act, then future federal or
federally controlled projects, whether it be
| eased federal |and, redevel opnent projects,
public-private partnerships, or projects where
the federal governnent keeps any kind of
control, could be evaluated under a new

di screti onary standard.
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NCPC woul d not just be review ng
buildings in the federal interest. W would be
deci di ng devel opnent potential, |and val ue,
skyline, and the bal ance between federal and
| ocal pl anning authority.

This woul d inplicate major aspects of
the conprehensive plan that we'll need to
grapple with. And this is not a small thing.

So, now before us, we have an executive
branch applicant asking this Comm ssion, one way
or another, to accept its stated purpose, its
preferred location, and nowits desire for
hei ght, all w thout congressional authorization
and all w thout a Conmmenorative Wrks process,
| eaving this Conm ssion to contend with a
backwar ds pl anni ng process.

| understand Congress may eventual |y
appropriate funds for this project, but for ne,
that is not sufficient, and it's not resolving
any of these broad concerns.

Absent clear authorization, | don't

t hi nk we shoul d approve these prelimnary site
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and building plans. And | do not think we
should reinterpret the Height Act out of the way
or preserve it only in formto nmake this project
wor K.

The fact that the applicant has cone to
us with this I egal opinion nmakes it clear that
this is no | onger theoretical.

The Departnent of the Interior, one of
the | argest stewards of federal land in the
District, is signaling that the Height Act does
not apply to federal buildings. That's really
st aggeri ng.

So now, our action today wll either
resist that notion or help normalize it for
every future federal project.

|"mnot wlling to lend ny vote to
pl ans that could have the effect of upending
decades of NCPC practice and the century-old
hei ght franmework, all w thout congressional
aut hori zation or a Commenorative Wrks process,
for a project that, as far as | can tell, has

only one real advocate, and that advocate is not
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Congr ess.

So, respectfully, I will not be
supporting the EDR  Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner.

Comm ssi oner Hender son?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON: | had not
intended to go back to traffic, as we started
with earlier, but Vice Chairman Levenbach and
Comm ssioner Ingrassia bringing it back up nade
me want to go back to at | east suggest
considering again the idea of a tunnel, a
District tunnel to the circle, or sone other
means ot her than the proposal that's on the
tabl e.

So, I'll just say that. And aside from
that, I will be supporting this project forward
and | ook forward to doing that in a few m nutes.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner .

Comm ssi oner Fal cone?

COW SSI ONER FALCONE: | have no
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further coments beyond just thanking the NCPC
staff and the project teamfor the excellent
presentation and for answering our questions.

| al so want to associate ny thanks for
the nmenbers of the public who shared their
perspectives in a civil manner.

And Chairman Scharf, | want to thank
you for kindly welcomng ne to this Conm ssion
neeting and for your generous and ki nd opening
remar ks

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: | appreciate that,
Comm ssi oner.

Comm ssi oner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Yes. | would
also like to join nmy fell ow Conm ssioners in
t hanki ng nenbers of the public who have witten
i n and who have al so spent tinme in the chanber
testifying at our last hearing and at this
heari ng. |nvaluable insights from you.

And in particular, there was one that |
pi cked up on who encouraged that the Section 106

process should be allowed to run its proper
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course. | hope | didn't butcher how that
testifier shared that.

That's very inportant. And thinking
about, in particular, other |ocations that woul d
mtigate the inpacts, even considering | ocations
outside of the District of Colunbia.

Lastly, | just want to thank the staff
for their extensive work on this and providing
us with such a good anal ysis of the materials.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner Cozart.

Comm ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Chairman, |1'd like
to echo the thanks for the professional
presentation of the NCPC staff, as well as their
managenent of hosting such a robust public
di al ogue on this subject. | want to salute
t hat .

| do | ook forward to the further
devel opnent as the project team devel ops the
aspects of safety and traffic and pedestrian

access. | think that we can never over-plan
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that as we | ook through different nodels.

And so, | look forward to the
finalization of the plans. And thanks for the
opportunity to participate in this public
debat e.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner .

Speaking for nyself, first, just to
address sone of Comm ssioner Cash's coments, |
think the Commenorative Wrks Act is beyond the
scope of this Comm ssion's authority, so I won't
address it now.

Wth respect to the Height Act, I'm
guessing that we're going to have a vi gorous
debate on this subject when this project next
cones before the Commssion. So, I'll keep ny
comrents on that relatively brief.

| think the conmmopn nui sance | anguage
you cited is probably the strongest argunent in
favor of the Height Act being inapplicable to
federal construction because of the sovereign

I mmunity issues we've discussed before.
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And | would note that, regardl ess of
what happens in terns of the applicability of
the Height of Buildings Act to federal
bui |l di ngs, height is still a required
consi deration for this Conmm ssion.

So, the nightmare scenario, the
slippery-sl ope scenario of skyscrapers going up
on federal land all across the District, as |ong
as I'm Chairman of this Conm ssion, that's
certainly not going to happen. And | hope the
rest of ny fell ow Comm ssioners would share that
basi c sentinent.

| continue to support this project. |
t hi nk commenorating Anerica' s 250th anni versary
Is inportant. | think that the proposed arch is
a fitting commenoration of 250 years, or a
fitting celebration of 250 years, or whatever
particular word we want to use there.

| do have a couple of itens that 1'd
like the project teamto work on before we take
this up for final approval, which |I'massum ng

IS going to be in Septenber.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

216

A nunber of Comm ssioners have spoken
to the traffic issues, which have cone up
consistently since this project first cane
bef ore us.

| would echo at | east sone of those
concerns. | think they're real concerns, and
we've got to get that right before we finalize
this project.

Second, |'ve asked before, | think we
need a view of what it's going to |look [ike from
t he observation deck. |I'mparticularly
interested in the views both over Arlington
Nati onal Cenetery and then over the Lincoln
Menorial and the rest of the District of
Col unbi a.

Before we proceed, | think that we're
effectively replacing one viewshed with a new
vi ewshed, that being a significantly el evated
one that's unique in the DC area. And |'d just
like to know what that's going to |ook |ike
bef ore we proceed further.

Lastly, there was an itemthat cane up
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during public coment that | hadn't thought of
previously. | forget who raised it, but I'm
glad that they did. And that's the issue of
construction noise during funerals at Arlington.

|1'"d |ike the applicant teamto have
sone sort of mtigation plan, because | think
the idea that funerals at Arlington would be
di srupted by jackhammering and pile driving and
the latter aspects of construction noise, if at
all feasible, 1'd like sone sort of plan to
aneliorate that particular concern. This is an
exanpl e of how public testinony can really
i nform our Comm ssion's deliberative process.

To the extent that's possible, 1'd |ike
the applicant teamto include sonething on that.

It's not sonething we would want, given the

solemity of those cerenonies at Arlington.

Al'l that having been said, I'd like to
t hank NCPC staff for their customary diligence.
This is a conplex project, and | think we've
seen at every stage the expertise that NCPC

brings to bear on projects like this. So, I'd
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like to thank you all for that.

|'"d like to thank the project teamfor
their diligence in responding to conmments from
the last round, from concept review, and for
their continued cooperation with our process
goi ng forward.

And with that, are there any further
guestions or comments fromthe Conmm ssion before
we proceed to a vote?

Heari ng and seeing none, the notion on
the floor is for prelimnary approval of the
nmonunental -- sorry, let ne be nore formal -- to
approve prelimnary site and building plans for
t he new nonunental arch with the prior
anmendnments relating to the Hei ght of Buil dings
Act section of the Executive Director's Report

that were nmade by notion previously.

Madam Secretary, can you please confirm

the notion and second and then take the vote by
roll call?
M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. The notion was

made by Vi ce Chairman Levenbach and seconded by
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Comm ssi oner |ngrassia.
Comm ssi oner Cozart?
COW SSI ONER COZART:  Present.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmmi ssioner Bruch?
COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Bowron?
COW SSI ONER BOARON:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner Argo?
COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Present.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Vice Chairman
Levenbach?
VI CE CHAl RVAN LEVENBACH:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Chairman Scharf?
CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssioner Blair?
COW SSI ONER BLAI R Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Commi ssi oner
| ngrassi a?
COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Di xon?
COW SSI ONER DI XON: | vote present.

And | want to make the comment that, as | said
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earlier, |I'mconcerned about the arch itself.
And the height limtation will be resol ved,
hopeful ly, in our next neeting. So, | vote
present on this.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner Cash?

COW SSI ONER CASH:  No.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner
Hender son?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  On behal f of
Chai rman Paul , yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmm ssi oner Fal cone?

COW SSI ONER FALCONE:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: The notion carries.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. This notion has indeed carri ed.
AGENDA | TEM 6B: UNI TED STATES GENERAL SERVI CES

ADM NI STRATI ON, 2701 MARTI N LUTHER KI NG
BOULEVARD, SE, WASHI NGTON, DC -
ST. ELI ZABETHS WEST CAMPUS
GATE 7 GARAGE AND SI TE DEVELOPMENT
CHAl RMVAN SCHARF: W th that, we wll

nove on to Agenda Item 6B, which is a request to
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approve prelimnary and final site and buil ding
plans for the St. Elizabeth's West Canpus Gate 7
Garage and Site Devel opnent.

From our team we have Laura Shi pman
presenting. And | believe nenbers of the
applicant teamw ||l also be available virtually
to answer any questi ons.

Laura, do you want to proceed?

M5. SHI PMAN:  Yes. Good afternoon,
Chai rman Scharf and Conm ssioners. The General
Services Adm nistration has submtted
prelimnary and final plans for the Gate 7
Par ki ng Garage at the St. Elizabeth's West
Canpus.

At the prelimnary and final review
stage, the Comm ssion is focused on whether the
appl i cant addressed the comrents nmade during
concept review, general consistency with the
conpr ehensi ve plan, and a range of building and
site design topics, including viewsheds,
bui | di ng massi ng, | andscape, and circul ation.

The St. Elizabeth's West Canpus is a
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176-acre site located in southeast Washi ngton,
DC, that is designated as a National Hi storic

Landmark. The garage site is off of St.

El i zabet h' s Road Sout heast, and is bordered by
the Barry Farm housi ng devel opnent and |- 295.

The proposed garage is being devel oped
to neet the parking needs of the grow ng nunber
of enpl oyees assigned to the canpus. The
approved master plan includes 4,448 pl anned
par ki ng spaces at buil d-out.

O the total allowabl e parking spaces,
al nrost 2,000 have been built at the existing
Gate 4 garage. The first phase of the Gate 7
garage and surface parking includes 1,250
enpl oyee parki ng spaces, and the remaining w |
be built in the garage's second phase and ot her
proj ect s.

The proposed plans are generally
consistent with the 2020 Master Pl an approved by
NCPC and do not inpact the established parking
ratio.

As a rem nder, the applicant's concept
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pl an subm ssi on, shown here, was reviewed by the
Commi ssion in Septenber 2025. It included
nodul at ed vertical fins, horizontal planters,
and planted nesh panels cl addi ng the concrete
garage structure to create visual screening.

After the Comm ssion's review, the
applicant re-evaluated the design to ensure
alignment with guidance in Executive Order 14344
on federal architecture.

The revised design largely maintains
the previous site design approach, but revises
the building's facades to reflect the
traditional architectural |anguage of existing
hi storic buildings on the canpus.

The historic center building and
adm ni stration row buil dings on the pl ateau of
the canpus are built in the Gothic Revival and
Italian Renai ssance Revival style, and are cl ad
primarily in red brick.

Support buil di ngs throughout the
canmpus, constructed in the late 19th and early

to md 20th century, are simlarly clad in brick
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and stone, and use |arge arched w ndows on the
bui | di ng' s expansi ve facades.

At al nost 500 feet in length, the
proposed parking garage draws on the | anguage of
t hese canpus support buildings, with a
symmetrical facade incorporating |arge arched
openings inlaid with netal nesh panels and dark
concr et e.

For human scale, the building's brick
base provides horizontal articulation, and the
fifth level includes franmed brick screens, wth
a brick cornice to articulate the building top.

The garage also reflects the context nateri al
pal ette and color tones to ensure conpatibility.

This is the proposed site plan for the
first phase of the project. It has not changed
significantly since the Conm ssion's concept
review, which was generally supportive of the
siting approach.

The garage w Il be approxi mately
394,000 gross square feet, with an interim

gravel -surface parking lot. The future second
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phase is anticipated to replace the surface | ot
wi th a warehouse and 450 additional parKking
spaces. The five-level garage wll be built
into the hillside to mnimze visual inpacts to
t he canpus.

At concept, the Comm ssion recommended
conti nued study of strategies to mnimze the
potential inpacts to the residential area plan
for the adjacent Barry Farm devel opnent.

In response, the applicants sited the
garage 82 feet fromthe property line, wth
| ayered and dense vegetation primarily
consi sting of evergreen trees to screen views of
the parking lot, garage, and |ighting year
round.

This site circulation diagram shows the
proposed new Gate 7, |ocated north of the
existing Gate 6 truck entry. The entry gate
wi Il include vehicular screening, and there wll
be a shuttle route to take enpl oyees up the hill
after parking, shown in bl ue.

The second phase of the garage
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devel opnent is expected to include an accessible
pedestri an pat hway connecting froma screening
bui | ding on the roof of the garage. Pedestrian
paths are not feasible in this phase due to the
grade change.

At concept review, the Conm ssion
requested additional information on planned tree
preservation, renoval, and replacenent. Nine
hundred and three existing trees wll remain,
and 713 trees conprising 4.3 acres will be
renoved to construct the garage, parking |ot,
and ot her needed site el enents.

These trees will be replaced on-site
wth 4.3 acres of trees at approxinmately the
sane | evel of density as what exists today, in
accordance with tree preservation and
repl acenent policies in the federal environnment
el ement of the conprehensive pl an.

The proposed plant palette includes
nati ve trees, shrubs, ground cover, and neadow
species, with many that are beneficial to

pol | i nat ors.
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NCPC recei ved public comments regardi ng
the selection of specific mlkweed species,
native plants, cultivars, grasses, and
addi ti onal suggested plants. The applicant
revised the plant palette to address these
coments, and overall, the palette is generally
consistent with the Cultural Landscape Report
for the St. Elizabeth's Canpus, NCPC s
Pol | i nat or Best Practices Resource Guide, and
ot her federal resources.

| wll now wal k through views of the
proposed garage, starting fromthe point at the
top of the hill | ooking west, where the
panoram c viewshed is maintai ned but the garage
bel ow i s screened; and a view over the shuttle
| oop | ooking north towards the garage; a view of
the redesi gned west facade froml-295 as shown
previously; and a view from Barry Farm show ng
the |l ayers of proposed vegetation.

When | ooki ng towards the garage across
the Anacostia River, it is partially visible.

However, vegetative screening along the edges of
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the structure are intended to further mnimze
visibility fromregi onal vantage points.

As noted in the Conmm ssion's | ast
review, the applicant conducted transportation
anal ysis, which indicates the garage project nay
cause inpacts to traffic operations in specific
| ocations in the area.

Wth mtigation nmeasures including
I ntersection inprovenents and a program
encouraging nmultiple travel nodes, the analysis
found these inpacts can be m nim zed.

The project teamis coordinating with
the District Departnent of Transportation on
addi tional requested analysis as the project
noves closer to construction and permtting.

Additionally, carrying forward the
Comm ssion's recomrendati on at concept review,
staff encourages the applicant to continue to
coordinate with the Washi ngton Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority to address |ong-term plans for
shuttl e access to St. Elizabeth's from nearby

Metrorail stations.
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Overall, staff supports the project's
sensitivity to the historic canmpus context and
efforts to mnimze the structure's visual
i npacts through the integration into the
| andscape, and recomends that the Comm ssion
approve the prelimnary and final plans for the
St. Elizabeth's West Canpus Gate 7 (Garage and
Site Devel opnent, wth the comments highlighted
t hroughout ny presentation and noted on the
sl i de.

Thi s concl udes the presentation.
Menbers of the applicant teamfromthe General
Services Adm nistration and ZG- Architects, as
well as Ain, are also available virtually to
answer any questions fromthe Comm ssion. Thank
you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Laura.

Do Comm ssioners have any questions
either for Laura or for the project teanf

COW SSI ONER DI XON: M. Chai rnman, |
do.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Comm ssi oner Di xon.
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COW SSI ONER DI XON: One, first, I'm
happy to see sonething over in Anacostia R ver
East. |I'mparticularly happy to see that this
structure in Barry Farm which is where ny house
Is, is going to be there and be i nproved.

But I want to know whether or not there

Is any option here for sone solar paneling on

the roofs. | constantly want to ask that
question. | think it's wwse to do it when we
can.

M5. SHIPMAN: | defer that question to

the project team if a representative from ZG-
or Ms. Tunstall-WIllians is on the line.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: It looks like Kristi
Is raising her hand in the Zoom No?

M5. WLLIAMS: kay, sorry for the
delay. Can you hear ne?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: W can hear you.

M5. WLLIAMS: Ckay.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: And good to hear from
you, former conm ssioner.

M5. WLLIAMS: | know. | mss you
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guys, but you're in good hands wth Paul.

Arrington, to answer your question, one
of the nost sensitive pieces of trying to design
this site and this building was to mnim ze
I npact on the historic core.

And so, one of the agreenents that we
got to with our Section 106, Historic
Preservation Consulting Parties, is that in the
second phase, it's not going to happen in phase
1, but the second phase of the parking wll
actually be adding a green roof to mnimze the
visibility fromthe upper canpus.

And so, while we would like to include
solar, given the requirenents for reducing
visibility, a green roof wll be put in this
| ocati on.

COW SSI ONER DI XON: Wl l, you know I'm
not happy with that answer because the way we
increase visibility is to nmake sure we have
lights on at night. And that's where the energy
comes from not the plants.

But, at any rate, |'msure you're
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constrained. In the future, I wll constantly

press for solar.

M5. WLLIAMS: Yes. And on many of the

ot her buil di ngs where you can't see the roof

from above, that has been a plan for the canpus.

COWMWM SSI ONER DI XON: Wl |, | think
visibility is less inportant than energy, but
that's okay. That's ny mnd right now.

| also want to make a point. The

pollination plants, the pollinators -- and this

iIs not for you -- the pollinators, |I'mvery
happy about that. Let nme tell you why.

Bl ue Pl ains, as sone may know, has a
beehi ve operation. And they generate honey
right at Blue Plains.

|"ve gotten a nunber of the bottles.
Believe ne, that's good for your allergies if

you live in this area because the bees are

getting pollinated in our conmunity. So, | just

call attention to that.
The pollination is not just an idea,

but the bees do -- we know how i nportant they
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are, but they also are being -- the honey is
bei ng captured at Bl ue Pl ains.

At least, it was. | hope it's
continually doing it. And | suggest you all get
ajar, if you can, because it's good for
al | ergies.

M5. WLLIAMS: We have sone beehives on
canpus. W have sone beekeepers. And so, there
iIs a small col ony.

COW SSIONER DI XON: | wi sh the honey
was distributed. | don't know how it's being
di stributed or nade avail abl e.

|'"ve got a few bottles, but | just
think it's very valuable. People who have
allergies, this helps them natural honey.

Alittle off subject, | guess. That's
it for ne.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: I'mglad that, in M.
Berne's absence fromthis nonth's neeting, we
nevert hel ess had coments on the pollinator
policy and the use of local cultivars on the St.

Eli zabeth's site. So, thank you, Arrington.
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COW SSIONER DI XON:  Yes, | mss M.
Berne's too nuch because | love his input. |'m
actually working with himon sone things now

| just want to make sure people know
the bee honey is available. [|'mnot sure how,
but it's a val uable resource and a val uabl e
asset. It probably has noney val ue but -- just
heal t h val ue.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Yes. Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Di xon.

COMM SSI ONER DI XON: |'m voting
present. | think | said that, but yes, there we
are. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Do we have any ot her
guestions or comments either for Laura or for
the project tean?

Hearing and seeing none, is there a
notion to approve coments on the prelimnary
and final site and building plans for the St.

El i zabeth's West Canpus Gate 7 garage and site

devel opnent ?
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COW SSI ONER DI XON: So noved, M.
Chai r man.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Di xon.

|s there a second?

COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Second.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner - -

COW SSI ONER ARGO.  Ar go.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: -- Argo. Sorry, |
was | ooki ng down at the wong tine.

"1l now open it up to the Conm ssion
for discussion. we'll start with Comm ssi oner
| ngr assi a.

COWM SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: No addi ti onal
coments. | really appreciate the presentation
t oday.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF:  Thank you,
Comm ssi oner .

Comm ssi oner Di xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: We're still just at

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

coments. We're not voting quite yet, sir.
COW SSI ONER DI XON: | thought | nade
my comments already, so |I'mjunping the gun.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  You absol utely did,

Comm ssi oner Cash?

COMM SSI ONER CASH: | don't have
anot her three pages. Thanks, everyone, for the
I nformati on.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Conm ssi oner.

Comm ssi oner Hender son?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  |'I| just say,
| think this was a project at the first neeting
that | attended as a nmenber of this Conm ssion
| ast year. The whol e process has opened ny
eyes, and | appreciate all the work that the
staff does.

| know, particularly, the |ast project
we tal ked about was a conplicated one. And
everybody is doing a lot of hard work to make

this place work and to give serious
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consideration to all these projects.

So, | just appreciate what you all have
done. So, thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner.

Comm ssi oner Fal cone?

COW SSI ONER FALCONE: No comment s
again. | just want to thank the teamfor the
presentati on.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, sir.

Comm ssi oner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER CQOZART: I'Il comrend the
work of the staff as well. No additional
guestions or conments.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner.

Commi ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  No addi ti onal
coments, but again, | thank the professionalism
of Laura and the staff for this presentation.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssi oner.
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Comm ssi oner Bow on?

COW SSI ONER BOARON: | al so appreciate
that we take a parking garage as seriously as a
monunental arch. It is equally as inportant to
the | andscape of our city. So, thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner .

Comm ssi oner Argo?

COW SSI ONER ARGO.  Yes, |I'Il echo
Comm ssioner Bowon. |Is that it, Jessica?

COW SSI ONER BOARON:  It's Bow on, but
it's okay.

COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Bowron. |'Il echo
her comments. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner.

Vi ce Chairman Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: | just want
to build on Conm ssioner Dixon's remarks about
the pollinators. | was driving from South
Dakota to North Dakota over the weekend, and

it'"'s along drive. It's five hours.
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And | thought of one of our favorite
comrent ers because there were so many bee boxes
everywhere. So, the NCPC is always on my m nd,
| guess.

In all seriousness, | really like the
redesign here. | think to ne, one interesting
t hing about the final project here is that, |
think, it speaks to the executive order, and |
think that thisis -- I'"'mglad to see that the

proj ect proponents have been responsive to the

original coments to try to seek a design that's

nore in line with the President's vision in
terms of architecture.

| think this is a significant
I nprovenent. So, thanks for the work that went
into this.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach

Comm ssioner Blair? W nmay have | ost

Comm ssioner Blair.

COW SSI ONER BLAIR:  Sorry about that.

| was on nute, Chairnan.
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Do you have any
comrents on the St. Elizabeth's Wst Canpus Gate
7 Par ki ng Garage?

COW SSI ONER BLAIR: Nothing to
regi ster. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner.

Speaking for nyself, first of all, as
al ways, thank you, Laura. Thank you, team
Thank you to the project team

| stand corrected. Wen this project
canme before us |ast Septenber, | nade snarky
remarks to the extent of |'ve never seen a
beauti ful parking garage before. | wouldn't
call this building beautiful, but it's really,
really nice.

This is an exanple where | think the
proj ect team between concept and final, went
back and dramatically inproved the key facade of
this building. I'mproud to vote for it.

And as Stuart said, | think it's a

great exanple of the President's executive order
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on federal architecture, perhaps striking in
ways that aren't necessarily antici pated.

| think when that order was signed,
nost people read it as referring to courthouses,
grand public buil di ngs.

But | think that even these
I nprovenents to the facade of a parking garage
that many, many people will see are worthwhile.

And 1'mglad that, between concept and now,
that this project has conme such a | ong way.

And |I' mthankful also, obviously, that
the project team has been so responsive to our
Comm ssion's coments and to our Conm Ssion
staff's invol venent and suggestions, | guess,
during the process.

|f there are no further comments or
guestions, we can proceed to a vote. Does
anyone el se want to be heard on this itenf

Wth that, hearing and seei ng none,
Madam Secretary, can you please confirmthe
noti on and second and then take the vote by roll

call?
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M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. The notion was
made by Conmm ssioner D xon and seconded by
Comm ssi oner Argo.

Comm ssi oner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER CQZART:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmm ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner Bowron?

COWM SSI ONER BOARON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssioner Argo?

COW SSI ONER ARGO.  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Vice Chairman
Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Chairman Scharf?

CHAI RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssioner Blair?
Commi ssioner Blair?

COW SSI ONER BLAI R Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner
| ngrassi a?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Yes.
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M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner Di xon?
Comm ssi oner Di xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Thank you.

Comm ssi oner Cash?

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner
Hender son?

COW SSI ONER HENDERSON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conm ssi oner Fal cone?

COW SSI ONER FALCONE:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: The notion carries
unani nousl vy.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. That concludes our open neeting
agenda for today.

Qur next neeting, we will not neet in
August, as is customary for us. Qur next
neeting will be in Septenber.

| s that Septenber 2nd?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Sept enber 3rd.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Septenber 3rd, excuse
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me. Qur next neeting wll be at Septenber 3rd,
or on Septenber 3rd, at 1:00 p.m

Do any Conm ssioners want to be heard
on any other itens before we adjourn for the
day? Hearing and seei ng none --

COW SSI ONER DI XON: M. Chai rman?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes, Conm ssi oner

D xon?

COW SSIONER DI XON: | just want to say

that |I'mgoing to spend sone tine going through
the testinony. 1'mgoing to be | ooking for sone
of those fol ks who were on the Mall who were
supportive of the arch.

| just want to go through it nyself to
see what | can discover sone. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Yes, sir. Thank you
for that. | hope everybody has a great sumrer.

| ook forward to seeing you all again in the

fall. And, with that, if there's nothing
further, this neeting is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 5:04 p.m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

244

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs; and that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties
to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that | amnot a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties nor counsel

enpl oyed by the parties, and | am not
financially or otherwi se interested in the

out cone of the action.

Shaki | Azi zi
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