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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

wel cone to the National Capital Pl anning

Comm ssion's June 4th, 2026 open sessi on.

the roll call?

Cozart?

COW SSI ONER COZART: Her e.

COW SSI ONER BRUCH: Her e.

COW SSI ONER BOARON:  Her e.

COW SSI ONER ARGO: | ' m here.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Vice Chairnman

Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: Here.

CHAl RVAN SCHARF:  Here.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC

(12:29 p.m)

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Good afternoon and

First, Madam Secretary, could you pl ease take

MS. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. Conm ssioner

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Bruch?

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Bowr on?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssioner Argo?

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Chai rman Scharf ?
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| ngrassi a?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Her e.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmmi ssi oner Di xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Her e.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmi ssi oner Cash?

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Present.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Wth those present,
M. Chairman, we have a quorum

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Thank you, Madam
Secretary. Noting the presence of a quorum 1'd
like to call this neeting to order.

Today's neeting is live streaned and
wll be -- the video of it will be available on
our website within a few days, as is our custom
| f there's no objection, the agenda as posted is
adopted as the order of business.

And now let's all stand for the Pl edge
of Al |l egi ance.

(Pl edge of Allegiance.)

REPORT OF THE CHAI RVAN

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you all.

Agenda item nunber two is the Report of the
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Chairman, which is nme. 1'd like to say a few
t hi ngs before we get started.

First of all, this is the [ast neeting
that we wll have before we celebrate the 250th
birthday of the United States of Anerica.

As you all know, the United States of
Anerica is the oldest currently operating
republic in the world. |If anybody cites San
Marino in contrast to that, I will fight you on
the history of that point but | think it's
really a remarkable mlestone that this republic
conceived in liberty has lasted as long as it
has and is going as strong as it is.

As |'ve said at a nunber of previous
neeti ngs, Washington, D.C., as a city was
conceived and in fact functions as the way that
Anerica holds itself out to the world.

And | think in light of that, the work
that this Comm ssion does is incredibly
I nportant, both to the city of Washington, D.C.,
and the region as it currently stands, and al so

to the expression of this nation's history that
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this city often enconpasses.
It's been a trenmendous honor to | ead
this Comm ssion over the last year. | was

appointed to this Conm ssion and desi gnated as

chai rman al nost exactly a year ago now. | guess
-- | may be about a nonth short. | think next
meeting wll be over a year, but this is ny |ast

neeting before we hit that year-long m |l estone.

And it's just truly been an honor to
get to work on the projects that we work on,
whether it's the big stuff, Southwest D.C.,
Pennsyl vani a Avenue, or the smaller features
that often pass unnoticed, 5Ginstallations on
the roofs of buildings, renovations to various
park sites.

It's all inportant because this city is
I nportant to our nation. And | think the 250th
anni versary of the Declaration of Independence
is a good m|estone and a good opportunity to
reflect on what this city is and what this
Comm ssi on does.

| think it's particularly fitting in
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light of that, that two of the projects we have
before us today are the Monunental Arch, which
Is intended to commenorate 250 years of Anerican
hi story, and al so renovations to the Gvil War
def enses around this city.

| think it's inportant to renmenber that
Anerica has confronted great challenges over its
250 years; | think the Gvil War probably
forenpst in that set of challenges. And | think
there's a nice symmetry in a way, alnost, for us
to be looking -- symmetry is probably the wong
word, but sone nice synbolismin that we're
| ooking at these two projects as we approach our
nation's 250t h.

"Il also note, wth respect to the
Arch project, there was a site visit today that
our staff arranged. | was very sorry to mss
that site visit down to Menorial Crcle and
Arlington House. M other job pulled ne out of
that this norning.

| did see pictures on Conm ssi oner

| ngrassia's | nstagram account, though. It
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| ooked like y'all got sone great views of the
rel evant viewsheds, and | just wanted to express
nmy appreciation to NCPC staff for setting that
up for the benefit of the Comm ssion.

|'ve been down to that site on ny own a
nunber of tinmes in the |last few nonths, and
really understandi ng the vi ewsheds and
under st andi ng t he physical space, as with so
much that we do on this Comm ssion, is vitally

important. So thank you for setting that up.

Today, we will be considering, or we
wi Il be voting, on comments on the concept plans
for the Arch. |'ll note for those present that

this is not our final review of the project.
That will cone at a | ater neeting.

Looking forward, |I'mexcited to hear
the presentation today. W have a relatively
| arge nunber of individuals who've signed up to
testify publicly on this project. |'mexcited
to hear that testinony as well.

One of those individuals even sent us

pretty detailed architectural plans of their own
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vi sion of how the Arch could be constructed
differently, which | appreciated. W' re going
to have, as we have with all projects that cone
before us, a thorough process on this project,
and |'"mexcited to get to go through that
process with our Comm ssion as we approach,
ultimately, a final decision on that issue, or
on that project.

| wll say we've received nedi a
outreach in the last few days, in particular on
an issue I'd like to speak about at a bit nore
l ength, and that's the applicability of the
Hei ght of Buildings Act to this project.

In the Executive Director's Report, or
in the comments that we'll be voting on to
approve today, we asked the applicant to address
t he Height of Buildings Act in the context of

this project, and |'"mexcited to see the

applicant -- assum ng we approve the proposed
comrents, |I'mexcited to see the applicant do
SoO.

| wll note that 40 U S. C. 8222(D)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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which is in our organic authorizing statute,
requires us to consider the height of projects
when we vote on them the height of projects in
addition to a nunber of other features, and that
Is an obligation of ours. [|'d also note that
Nati onal Capital Pl anning Comm ssion's
traditional position has been that the Height of
Bui | di ngs Act is enforceabl e agai nst federal
proj ects.

Meghan, our CGeneral Counsel, flagged
this issue for me when we first received this
proj ect subm ssion, and |'ve thought deeply
about the issue of the Height of Buildings Act
and its applicability.

On reflection, | find that NCPC s
positionis alittle odd to ne froma | eqal
perspective. The Height of Buildings Act is
codified as part of D.C.'s local zoning code.
Traditionally, federal projects are not subject
to local zoning requirenents in that way, for
reasons of the Supremacy C ause and ot her

aspects of our systemof ordered federalism

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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separation of powers, to be sort of blunt.

Appl yi ng the Hei ght of Buil dings Act as
mandat ory woul d al so rai se serious issues of
sovereign imunity. The Height of Buil dings Act
I ncl udes both civil and crimnal penalties
enforceable in D.C. local courts against anyone
who builds a building in violation of the Hei ght
of Buil di ngs Act.

Typically, you would expect to see in a
statute waiving sovereign immunity, an explicit
wai ver, which we don't have here.

Additionally, giving local D.C. courts
jurisdiction over the federal governnent in that
way, original jurisdiction over suits agai nst
the federal governnent, would be a departure
fromusual constitutional practice. Having
realized this, | went down a very weird rabbit
hol e of studying every prior waiver granted by
Congress agai nst the Height of Buil dings Act and
the history of that act.

And | discovered an interesting

historical quirk, which is that in 1930, two
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projects, both of which exceed the [imts
prescri bed by the Height of Buildings Act, were
constructed, or construction began on two
proj ects.

One was in addition to the Masonic
Tenpl e here in Washington, D.C., for which a
congressi onal wai ver was sought and whi ch
Congress approved. The other was the
construction of the National Archives Building,
which at 166 feet tall, exceeds the Height of
Bui | di ngs Act, and no congressional waiver was
ever sought for that, and Congress didn't speak
to that.

| think that certainly raises the
qgquesti on about whet her NCPC s | ongstandi ng
position as to the mandatory nature of the
applicability of the Height of Buildings Act to
federal construction is in fact a correct
reading of the law, and |I hope that the
applicant teamw ||l provide clarity to us as we
go forward in the formof sone sort of |egal

opinion or legal rationale or justification so
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that when and if this project cones before us
for final approval, this Comm ssion can vote
fully infornmed as to the I egal issues that the
Hei ght of Buil dings Act and the Height of this
project inplicate.

Al'l that having been said, ny viewis
that while this Comm ssion should certainly
consi der the Height of Buildings Act in the
context of our statutorily required
consi deration of the height of buildings that
cone before us, | believe, speaking personally,
that the best reading of the lawis that the
Hei ght of Buildings Act is not applicable to
federal construction.

This is all a bit premature. | think
that there's nothing about the presentation
today or the action requested of this Conm ssion
today that requires us to fully consider this
wei ghty issue at this tinme, but | did want to
preview that for the Comm ssion and for the
project teamwho | know are present so that by

the tinme this project cones before us for prelim
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or final or prelimand final, that we have nore
gui dance on this issue so that we can consi der
it fully as a conm ssion.

Al that having been said, it's great
to be back with you again this nonth. [|'m
| ooking forward to our open session agenda. And
Wi th that agenda item excuse ne, nunber three

Is the report of our Executive Director WMarcel

Acost a.
REPCORT OF THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR COSTA: Thank you,
Chair Scharf. Good afternoon. |'mpleased to

I ntroduce three student interns who have joi ned
this agency this sumer.

First, we have Jay Bisser, who's a
seni or under graduate pursuing a bachelor's in
Envi ronnmental Policy and Planning at Virginia
Tech. Second, we have Sylvia Cabas, who's a
second-year master's candidate in U ban and
Regi onal Pl anni ng at Georgetown University.
Sylvia holds a nmaster's in International

Rel ati ons from Johns Hopkins University and a

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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bachelor's in Hstory fromthe University of
California at Berkel ey.

Finally, we have Sinon Handel man, who
IS a second-year graduate student at Virginia
Tech pursuing a naster's in Architecture with a
concentration in U ban Design. Sinon earned a
bachel or's degree in Political Science from
CGeorge Washington University. Wl cone,
everyone, and we're pleased that you've joined
us.

That concl udes ny report, and ny full
report is in your packet, and |I'm happy to
answer any questions that you m ght have.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: That may be the nost
wel | credentialed group of interns |I've ever
heard of. Welcone. This Comm ssion is an
I ncredi bl e organi zation wth an incredible
staff.

| hope you all have a great experience
here this summer. How |long are you guys with us
for? The whole sumer? Onh, great. So you'll

get at |east one nore neeting under your belt
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before you |l eave us. Wll, thank you for
j oi ning us.

Thank you for the work that you'll
hopefully do in the forthcom ng nonths, and
obviously, if there's anything any of us can do
for you all, please reach out and please let ne
know.

Wth that, do any conm ssioners have
any questions or comments, either for Marcel or

for our three interns? VWien | was in | aw

school, it was called a cold call. | nean, this
Is -- hearing and seeing none. Agenda item
nunmber four wll be the legislative update.

Meghan, do you want to proceed?
LEQ SLATI VE UPDATE

M5. HOTTEL-COX: | don't have any
specific itens to provide an update on this
nmont h, but |'m happy to answer any questions
about pendi ng | egislation.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Do any commi ssioners
have any questions about pending |egislation?

CONSENT CALENDAR
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Hearing and seeing
none, we'll proceed to agenda item nunber five,
which is this nonth's consent cal endar, for
whi ch we have two itens. The first is an
application fromthe D.C. Ofice of the Surveyor
for approval of comments to the D.C. Council for
the closing of a public alley in Square 571, and
the second itemis an application fromthe
Department of the Navy for approval of a final
master plan for the Naval Support Facility
Suitland final area devel opnent plan and
transportati on managenent pl an updates.

Are there any questions or comments
from conmm ssioners or matters of discussion from
conmm ssioners on these itens on our consent
cal endar? Hearing and seeing none, is there a
notion to approve the consent cal endar as
st at ed?

COMM SSI ONER COZART: | notion to
approve the consent cal endar as st at ed.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Conmm ssi oner. |s there a second?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Yeah, | second it.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssioner. Madam-- is there any di scussion
on this itembefore we proceed to a vote, or on
this notion before we proceed to a vote?

Heari ng and seei ng none, Madam Secretary, could
you pl ease confirmthe notion and the second and
take the vote by roll call?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. The notion was
made by Conm ssi oner Brooke and seconded by
Comm ssi oner Argo. Conm ssioner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmm ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmm ssi oner Bowron?

COW SSI ONER BOARON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner Argo?

COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Vice Chairnman
Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: Yes.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Chai rman Scharf ?
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner
| ngrassi a?

COWM SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssi oner Di xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner Cash?

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: The notion carries.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary.

ACTI ON | TEMS

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: W th that, we'll nove
on to our open session itens for today. W have
three itens schedul ed.

UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE

| NTERI OR, MEMORI AL AVENUE, WASHI NGTON, DC
— NEW MONUMENTAL ARCH

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: Agenda Item6A is a
request to approve coments on concept plans for
t he new Monunental Arch, and we have Jam e Herr

fromour teamto present on that, and | believe
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we have nenbers of the project team present as
well. Is that correct? | think so. Geat.
Jam e, whenever you're ready.

M5. HERR: All right. Good afternoon,
Chai rman Scharf and nenbers of the Conm ssion.

The U.S. Departnent of the Interior has
subm tted concept plans for a new Monunent al
Arch and Menorial Grcle in Washington, D.C for
Comm ssi on comment .

At this concept review stage, the
Comm ssi on provides conmments on the project and
requests additional information that will inform
the Comm ssion's action at its future
prelimnary and final review stages.

The project is proposed for Menori al
Crcle, an existing traffic circle on Col unbi a
| sl and i n WAashi ngton, D.C. The project site,
circled in green, connects the Arlington
Menorial Bridge to Menorial Avenue and the
CGeorge Washi ngton Menorial Parkway.

The site on Colunbia Island is in

bet ween t he Boundary Channel and the Potonac
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River. To the southwest is the Arlington
Nati onal Cenetery and to the northeast is
Li ncol n Menori al .

Now | "Il give a brief overview of the
site history. The need for a bridge connecting
the northern and southern shores of the Potonmac
River in the area of the Arlington Menori al
Bri dge was docunented as early as the m d-1800s.
The concept for the bridge and avenue first
energed after the Cvil War and gai ned nonentum
when it was included within the McM Il an Pl an,
whi ch proposed i nprovenents to the Washi ngt on,
D.C., park system

According to the Cultural Landscape
Report published by the National Park Service,
the Menorial Avenue corridor was designed as a
synbol i ¢ and physical |ink between the Lincoln
Menorial, a tribute to the 16th Anmerican
President, the entrance to Arlington Nati onal
Cenetery, and Arlington House, the forner
pl antati on hone of Confederate General Robert E.

Lee.
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The design of the corridor took shape
anongst the City Beautiful novenent, which
pronoted formal and classical treatnents for
architectural, engineering, sculptural, and
| andscape features, all of which were
I ncorporated into the evol ving designs for the
Arlington Menorial Bridge and the Menori al
Avenue corridor.

The corridor was built in phases. The
Arlington Menorial Bridge was constructed
bet ween 1926 and 1932. The Boundary Channel
Bri dge was built between 1929 and 1930.

Menorial Avenue was built beginning in 1930.
And finally, Menorial G rcle was constructed on
Col unbia Island in 1940.

Menorial Circle was designed as part of
the western termnus of the Arlington Menori al
Bridge as a neans to connect to the George
Washi ngt on Menori al Parkway, Arlington
Boul evard, and Menorial Avenue.

The connections to and around Menori al

Crcle have changed significantly over the
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years, as shown here in this progression from
1940 to 1966 and to 1988, which |leads us to the
current conditions with several connecting
roadways at and bel ow grade around the circle
connecting to a variety of roadways.

Now I will review the existing site
conditions in nore detail. Safety inprovenents
were conpleted at Menorial Crcle in 2006 and
2007 that reduced the nunber of |anes around the
circle. Along the north and south sides of the
circle, the outernost travel |anes were repl aced
Wi th concrete shoul der |anes. These were |ater
replaced with pavers that renmain today.

You can see in this 2016 inage that the
park police were adding digital signage and
traffic cones to nmanage the traffic. Additional
work in 2020 reduced the travel |anes in the
circle to one, changed the paving material s,
nodi fi ed connecting roadways, and changed the
pedestrian access and roadway efficiency by
splitting this traffic island shown here in this

I mage from 2025.
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The nost recent design changes | just
noted from 2020 were intended to inprove
transportation safety at and near Menori al
Crcle while maintaining the nenorial character
of the area.

The goals were to reduce risks at key
| ocations within the corridor and to reduce
conflicts between trail, wal kway, and roadway
users. These changes including splitting the
eastern traffic island to create continuous
vehi cul ar novenent as shown here.

The changes restricted pedestri an
access around the circle and currently there is
no pedestrian access across Menorial Avenue on
the east side of the circle or to the center of
the circle itself.

Now wi th that as background, | w ]l
review the proposed design. The applicant is
proposi ng a 250-foot tall arch as shown here in
this rendering. According to the applicant, the
purpose of the arch is to celebrate the triunphs

of the American spirit, inspire patriotism and
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| ove of country, and beautify our nation's
capital

The proposed arch consists of an arch
structure with two I egs at the height of 166
feet to the top of the nezzanine. The
observation deck and statuary plinth is 24 feet
above that and the |larger central statue is 60
feet tall.

The exterior of the proposed arch w |
be primarily clad in stone. The vertical faces
of the arch include several recessed or franed
spaces that would typically house statuary or
relief scul pture, though no specific details on
t hese spaces has been provi ded.

The top area of the arch includes gold
| ettering quoting the Anerican Pl edge of
Al'l egi ance on both east and west facing sides.
Above the primary arch structure and nezzani ne
Is a recessed area housing the observation deck
I nterior space and above that the proposed
statuary.

Proposed statues include the 60-foot
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tall central gold statue flanked by snmaller gold
eagl es on each side. All the statuary is facing
east toward the Lincoln Menorial. There are

al so additional gold decorative elenents on the
undersi de of the arch and on each vertical face.

The proposed interior of the arch
I ncludes ticketing and security, back of house
space, stairwells, and elevators in the south
leg with an exit hall, back of house space,
stairwells, and elevators in the north |leg at
the ground | evel .

The plans include a stair hall,
restroons, program spaces, and stair and
el evator | obbies in the nezzanine. Two of these
staircases and one of the elevators in the
center of the nmezzani ne provide access to the
observati on deck above.

Per the subm ssion materials, the
proposed arch sits within a plaza that includes
granite pavers encircled by a seat wall and two
pedestrian access points aligned with boll ards.

These two access points face east and west
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aligned with the opening of the arch.

This enlarged detail of the proposed
site plan shows the proposed apron, planting
strip, stone barricade seat wall, granite
pavers, and bol |l ards proposed.

The circle is shown with new pedestrian
crosswal ks and post-nount ed pedestri an actuated
signal s connecting visitors via pedestrian
refuge islands next to the traffic circle.

Pictured here on the east side, two new
crosswal ks wll start at the |anding of the
Menorial Bridge, crossing traffic onto a refuge
I sland before crossing the circle drive |ane
into the arch pl aza.

The applicant has stated the pedestrian
actuated signals, pictured to the right, wll be
used to control vehicular traffic and all ow
pedestrians to use the various crosswal ks.

And now | will review the vehicul ar and
pedestrian accessibility topic and our
recommendat i ons.

As previously stated, the National Park
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Service updated the design for Menorial Grcle
both in 2007 and 2020 to address efficiency and
safety. Currently there is no pedestrian access
via crosswal ks to the circle or across Menori al
Avenue on the east side of the circle.

The circle al so sees heavy vol unes of
traffic, especially on the east side, from
nor t hbound WAshi ngt on Boul evard to east bound
Menorial Bridge and fromthe bridge to
nort hbound Arlington Boul evard. Both of these
novenent s have continuous | anes around the east
side of the circle.

The applicant is show ng a change to
the current design of the vehicul ar and
pedestrian access to and around Menorial Crcle
as noted here.

As the arch is intended to be a visitor
destination, a nenorial circle is an integral
part of the vehicul ar access between the
Arlington Bridge and the George Washi ngton
Menorial Parkway with significant traffic

volune. It will be inportant to ensure the
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conti nued safe operation of the traffic network
as well as the safe passage of visitors.

The applicant has indicated that they
are working with several agencies to eval uate
the transportati on network to accommodat e
visitor access and mnimze inpacts to the road
net wor K.

Therefore, staff suggests the
Comm ssion recommend the applicant work with the
Federal H ghway Adm nistration, District
Departnent of Transportation, Arlington County,
and ot her agenci es as appropriate regardi ng any
proposed changes or inpacts to the soci al
surface transportation networKk.

The plans do not provide details
regardi ng visitor parking, |oading, unloading,
and ADA access. As the project introduces a
visitor attraction to Menorial Crcle,
additional information is necessary to ensure
the safety of those accessing the site and the
m nimzing inpact of vehicular travel around the

site.
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As such, staff recommends the
Comm ssi on request the applicant submt for the
next review a transportation or traffic study
that identifies any potential inpacts of the
proposed project on the road network and | evel
of service and eval uates proposed pedestrian
access to ensure visitors can avoid pedestrian
and vehicul ar conflicts and information
regardi ng parking and | oadi ng and unl oadi ng for
visitors to the arch to ensure safe access for
those of all abilities and m nim ze disruption
to the traffic network.

Next, I wll review visitor safety and
recomendati ons. The proposed arch is shown
wi th an at-grade plaza surrounded by a seat wall
wi th openings with bollards for pedestrian
access aligned with the openings of the arch.

The subm ssion includes sone security
el ements including the seat wall, bollards, and
security in the ticketing space. The seat wall
as a security elenment is consistent with

I ntegrated design elenments that NCPC policies
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support. The seat wall is a security el enent.

Addi tional information regarding the
overall risk and security approach will be
hel pful as part of the next review  Therefore,
staff recommends the Conm ssion support the use
of the seat wall as a design security el enent
around the arch plaza and requests a risk
assessnent and eval uation of the project to
ensure the proposed design will address security
consi derati ons.

Next, I will review aviation safety and
recomendat i ons.

The | ocation along the Potomac River is
3,000 feet from Ronal d Reagan Washi ngton
Nati onal Airport near |anding approaches for two
runways. Part 77 of the Code of Federal
Regul ations outlines requirenents for any
construction that is nore than 200 feet above
ground level to file notice with the FAA

The purpose is to determ ne whether the
proposed construction would be a hazard to air

navi gation. The applicant has indicated they
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are currently working with the FAA to eval uate
whet her the proposed project would inpact air
navi gation given its proximty to Ronald Reagan
Washi ngton National Airport.

Any recommendations that are identified
by the FAA review process shoul d be incorporated
into the design prior to the Comm ssion's final
action. Therefore, staff suggests the
Comm ssion recommend the applicant continue
consultation with the FAA to eval uate potenti al
I npacts of the proposed project on air
navi gati on and provi de an update to the
Comm ssion as part of the next review and
advi ses that any design reconmendati ons provi ded
by the FAA should be incorporated into the
proposed project prior to the Conm ssion's final
action.

The next section will cover viewsheds
and rel ated recommendati ons.

The proposed | ocation of the arch is at
the center of Menorial Avenue and the sight

line, design, and | andscape features of Menori al
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Avenue, which includes Menorial Circle, are
contributing elenents of the National Register-
listed Arlington National Cenetery Hi storic
District and Arlington Menorial Bridge.

The panoram c views from Arlington
House at Arlington National Cenetery to the west
and the Lincoln Menorial to the east have been
In place since the 1920s and reflect the visual
connectivity characteristic of the McMI I an
Plan. This alignnment fromthe Lincoln Menorial
to Arlington House was originally designed as a
menorial synbolizing reunification of the North
and South after the Gvil War.

The bridge and Menorial Avenue serve as
the cerenonial entrance to Arlington Nati onal
Cenetery, the nation's nost hall owed ground and
the final resting place for nore than 400, 000
service nenbers, veterans, and famly nenbers.

The applicant has included several
before and after views of the proposed arch in
the subm ssion. This first view on the left

shows the current view of the Arlington House
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al ong the axis of Menorial Avenue toward the
Li ncoln Menorial and beyond. The view on the
ri ght shows the proposed arch in Menori al
Crcle.

As noted, the rendering fromthe
subm ssion indicates that the proposed arch wll
bl ock the view of the Lincoln Menorial from
Arlington House.

This is the existing view on the |eft
fromthe Lincoln Menorial Circle |Iooking west
toward Arlington House. This is the rendered
view on the right of the proposed arch in
Menorial Circle. This proposed view alters the
view of Arlington House and Arlington National
Cenetery fromthe Lincoln Menorial.

This is the existing view from Par kway
Drive northwest along the edge of the Potonac
Ri ver | ooking sout hwest towards Arlington
Cenmetery on the left. On the right, this is the
rendered view of the sane |ocation with the
proposed arch.

On the left is an existing view from
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the Lincoln Menorial Terrace | ooking west and on
the right is the rendered view with the proposed
arch.

G ven the inportance of these views,
staff suggests the Comm ssion encourage the
applicant to provide as part of the Section 106
process of the National H storic Preservation
Act any design options that were explored to
avoid or mnimze inpacts on the visual
connection between Arlington House and the
Li ncol n Menori al .

In addition, staff suggests the
Comm ssi on request the applicant provide as part
of the next review updated photo visualizations
of existing and proposed pedestrian | evel views
from additional |ocations noted here. A view
fromthe north steps of the Jefferson Menori al
| ooking toward the Lincoln Menorial. Views from
t he George Washi ngton Menorial Parkway, one
| ooki ng south toward the circle froma point
I mredi ately south of |1-66 and one | ooking north

toward the circle froma point near the LBJ
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Menorial G ove.

In this section, I wll review
recomendati ons on desi gn devel opnent.

Consi stent with Conprehensive Pl an
policy, the Conmm ssion has historically focused
on preserving Washi ngton's picturesque
hori zontal character and reinforcing the Height
of Buil di ngs Act.

The Hei ght of Buil dings Act of 1910,
amended in 2014, is a federal lawthat [imts
bui | di ng hei ght and NCPC has al ways applied the
Hei ght of Buildings Act to federal projects.

The project appears to include a
conbi nati on of habitabl e space and architectural
enbel i shnments at a height of 250 feet. As
such, further information will be necessary to
under stand how the project conports with the
Hei ght of Buildings Act. As such, staff
suggests the Comm ssion request the applicant
provide as part of the next subm ssion an
analysis and justification for the project's

height in light of the Height of Buildings Act.
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Thi s subm ssion does not yet include
I nformati on on any proposed |ighting, stormater
managenent approach, and nost of the site and
bui l ding materials. These are necessary
el ements for the Conm ssion to review as the
desi gn advances.

Therefore, staff suggests the
Comm ssion recommend the applicant work with the
District Departnent of Energy and Environnent
regardi ng the proposed stornmwat er nmanagenent
approach and requests the applicant provide as
part of the next subm ssion informtion
regarding the follow ng topics.

The proposed arch and site materials
pal ette, including cladding, paving, pedestrian
features, and security elenents. The proposed
lighting strategy, including nighttine
renderings fromkey views denonstrating the
| ighting concepts in context, and the proposed
st ormnvat er managenent strategy.

Finally, our recommendations for the

applicant to consider in terns of project
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coordi nation that were not previously nentioned.

NCPC has an i ndependent responsibility
to conply with the National H storic
Preservation Act and the National Environnental
Policy Act. NCPC intends to designate the
applicant as the | ead federal agency for the
pur poses of conpliance. NCPC will not take a
final action until both these processes have
been conpl et ed.

As such, staff requests the Conm ssion
recomend the applicant work with the District
of Colunbia State H storic Preservation Ofice
and other consulting parties regarding the
National Historic Preservation Act Section 106
process and recomends the Conmi ssion request
that the applicant provide as part of the next
subm ssi on updates on the Section 106 process
and the NEPA eval uation process as conpl etion of
both are required for NCPC final action.

Thi s concludes the presentation. As
noted previously, at this concept review stage,

t he Comm ssion provides comments and requests
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additional information fromthe applicant that
wi |l inform subsequent Commi ssion review. |'ve
I ncorporated these recommendations into the
presentations, so |l will not read them again,
but they are included here for your reference.

I n conclusion, staff recommends the
Comm ssi on approve the foll ow ng concept
comrents on the proposed nonunental arch | ocated
in Menorial Circle on Colunbia Island in
Washi ngton D. C

Finally, I do want to acknow edge t hat
NCPC has received a substantial nunber of public
coments on the project. The vast majority of
the coments received were in opposition and the
nost common concerns related to the inpact to
the setting of Arlington National Cenetery,
views, height, and scale, and safety.

The applicant team and the architect
are here to answer any questions the Conm ssion
may have and staff is available as well. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Jame. Do
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any conm ssi oners have any questions either for
Jam e or for the project teanf? Yeah,
Conm ssi oner .

COMM SSI ONER CASH: | do want to ask,
so has this -- it's gone through CFA, it's now
com ng through NCPC. Most projects like this
that | think of as nenorials or commenoration go
t hrough NCMAC, the Menorial Advisory Commttee.
Has this gone through that process? |Is this
considered a nenorial? Wat is this -- like
what processes is it going through, other than
us and CFA?

M5. HERR: So, the question on the
Conmenor ati ve Wrks Act is one that NCPC has
historically deferred to the applicant agency on
conplying with, and in this instance they have
advi sed that the Conmenorative Wrks Act does
not apply, and so therefore the -- we're
deferring to their determnation that the
Comrenor ati ve Wrks Act doesn't apply here.

COW SSI ONER CASH: Ckay. That | eads

me a bit to a followup question. So, in the
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staff report | noted that it said the purpose of
the -- according to the applicant, the purpose
of the arch is to celebrate the triunphs of the
Ameri can people, inspire patriotismand | ove of
our country, and beautify our nation's capital.

s that in sone kind of congressional
finding, sone kind of finding by a conm ssion
set up to set up this non-nenorial -- |ike where
does that finding come from or is it just what
the applicant put onto the application?

M5. HERR It's just what we've been
i nfornmed by the applicant.

COW SSIONER CASH:  So, this isn't any
kind of -- this is just the applicant saying
this is patriotic and it's not like -- this
didn't go through Congress or anything like
t hat ?

M5. HERR: It did not.

COW SSI ONER CASH: Ckay, thanks.

CHAl RMVAN SCHARF: Yes, ma' am

COMM SSI ONER COZART:  So, | think this

is for the project team Wanted to know what
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the tineline was for initiating Section 106.
CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Yep.
PARTI CI PANT: W don't have a tineline

set just yet. W' re going through the

processes, and it'll be when we receive
approval. Then we'll be able --

COW SSI ONER COZART: |I'msorry, it's
when you receive approval? | don't think your

mc i s worKking.

PARTI Cl PANT: Oh, sorry.

COW SSI ONER CQOZART: You said -- could
you repeat your response?

PARTI Cl PANT:  Yeah, the -- we're going
to be going through the --

PARTI Cl PANT: W can't hear.

PARTI CI PANT: |'mnot a tech guy, |
apol ogi ze.

PARTI Cl PANT: (Unintelligible)
Departnent of the Interior. The Section 106
Initiation Consultation package will be given
out to consultative parties tonorrow.

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Thank you.
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CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Any ot her questi ons
for -- yeah, Stuart.

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: | have one.
So, what kind of data are generated in the
traffic study? Because one thing | noticed is
that cars don't necessarily use that circle to
that sane extent as you go all the way around.
So, if you're trying to figure out howto route
pedestrians, what types of data are generated
and how woul d you use it in order to figure out
access to the nonunment ?

PARTI Cl PANT: Yeah, and |'l| speak
l oudly so | can make sure if you guys don't hear
nme back here, just |ift up your hand.

So, we've been working with the
Department of Transportation in Vol pe Center,
which is the | eadi ng governnental agency --

PARTI Cl PANT: We can't hear.

PARTI CI PANT: Al right. Thank you.
Ctyis -- we're working wiwth the Departnent of
Transportation in Vol pe Center, which is the

| eadi ng governnental agency as relates to
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traffic studies.

So, fromthe studies that have been
conducted in coordination with the Federal
H ghway Adm ni stration, the south side of the
circle experiences the |east amount of traffic.
There are several novenents on the circle that
do experience the nost anount of traffic,
particularly during peak hours.

That is when you're goi ng northbound
from Washi ngt on Boul evard over the bridge and
then subsequently later in the day, you get the
west bound traffic over Arlington Menorial Bridge
and then northbound then onto Arlington
Boul evar d.

So, that is one of the things that
we'l | be addressing subsequently is those
traffic novenents and nmaeking sure that has the
| east anmount of inpact in coordination with the
signalization.

So, right now, com ng north on
Arlington Boulevard, it's the Rapid Beacon. So,

If you get a lot of pedestrians, it's not
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actuated right now, but it's constantly beeping.
Thank you.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Is it on?

PARTI Cl PANT: Hel |l 0?

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: No, no difference.

PARTI Cl PANT: Ckay. So, right now,
it's Rapid Beacon signalization. So, if you
don't actuate it, it autonatically detects
pedestrian novenent, which then results in the
flash that's going up and the traffic then cones
to a stop.

What we're contenplating for both the
construction phase as well as for the ultimte
conpl etion of the arch, that would be pedestrian
actuated. So, one of the main considerations,

t hough, is you don't want traffic building up,
so there wll be a mninmmof run green tine
(phonetic).

So, if there's multiple Iines of people
com ng up, you just can't keep up with the
signalization and have traffic cone to a

conplete stop. So, it would be a m ni num of run
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green tine, traditionally, that's 80 seconds,
but after 80 seconds of one green tine, if a
pedestrian cones up and pushes it, and the
traditional wal k/stop, the walk tine would cone
up and then the pedestrian would be able to

Cr 0ss.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Can | ask a total --
do you have a followup, Stuart? Wat's the
arch made out of? Like, what's the building
mat eri al ?

PARTI CI PANT: So, the structure wll be
cast-in-place concrete.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  kay.

PARTI CI PANT: That will be the majority
of the structure, and then the cladding wll be
granite. Now, we haven't selected the exact
type of granite yet, but those under
consideration are Sierra Wite, Munt Airy,
which is the conposition nostly of the bridge,
and then al so Bethel Wite, which would be Union
Station and Natural H story Miuseum

(unintelligible).
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CHAI RMAN SCHARF: And then the gold
ornanentation, |I'mguessing that's sonething
pl ated with gol d?

PARTI Cl PANT: Yes, it'll be a silicon
bronze, and then we'll have themgo -- nuch I|ike
the statues on the other end of the bridge that
(unintelligible).

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: |s there a concern
with sort of tarnishing of the gold over tine,
or what does that look |like as the -- you know,
20 years fromnow, how different is it going to
| ook than it does in the --

PARTI Cl PANT: So the Arts of VWar were -
- they were recently renovated in, | think, the
1970s, so they're com ng up and they're being
renovated now. So, the restoration is required
on gold plating over probably the course of 30
to 40, 50 years.

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: (Ckay. So that's a
pretty long run tine as these things go. The
FAA study, what's the status of your guys'

consultations wth FAA?
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PARTI Cl PANT: That's ongoi ng.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Ckay.

PARTI Cl PANT: So, FAA has al ready
conpiled a prelimnary finding for the arch at
250 feet. Those studies will be incorporated
into the environnmental assessnment as an appendi X
for you all to see.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Great. And then,
guess, |ast question, and this nmay be for the
architect, for M. Charbonneau, was any thought
given to making the arch taller and the statuary
shorter? O, | guess, how did you all arrive at
the proportions? | know -- | |ike the goal of
reaching 250 feet total, but sort of how did
that kind of cone together?

PARTI Cl PANT: There's sone historic
precedent for nonunental architecture on
Col unbia Island. So, part of the proposal to
make it white for the bridge --

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ri ght.

PARTI CI PANT: -- included colums wth

sandstone on top of them The height of those
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colums were 166 feet, so we're referencing the
history of the site.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Cot cha.

PARTI Cl PANT: Having the arch proposed
at the sane height. So, to answer your
guestion, no, we've |ooked at this
(unintelligible).

CHAI RMAN SCHARF:  Cot cha.

COW SSI ONER DI XON: M. Chai rman?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes, Conm ssi oner
Di xon.

COW SSI ONER DI XON: Yeah, | have two
or maybe three questions. First, is there any
mai nt enance issues in terns of long-term
mai nt enance being dealt with or | ooked at?
Secondly, the bollards could be naybe repl aced
with sonme nore useful, like chairing that also
offers a simlar protection, but give tourists a
place to relax rather than -- or be useful
devi ces.

The other thing, | was kind of curious

about how this arch conpares with other arches
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that are around the gl obe. You know, are we
uni que enough or what it m ght conpare, how it
woul d conpare. Those three questions, M.
Chai r man.

PARTI Cl PANT: So, the first one in
terns of maintenance, that's why we had sel ected
granite for the exterior cladding. Ganite has
a conpressive strength reaching 3,500 psi and a
very | ow water absorption rate. So, the
exterior materials are selected for the
| ongevity, including the silicon bronze.

The ot her question regarding a place
for the pedestrians and visitors to sit, there
Is a seat that goes around the entire perineter
on both legs of the arch, and then we have a
seat wall, which is on the perinmeter of the
circle as well.

So, there'll be anple places for
pedestrians to have a rest.

COMM SSI ONER DI XON: But is there still
a need for the bollards if those devices are

t here?
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PARTI Cl PANTY: Yeah, the bollards, it
just didn't seem appropriate to have a seat wall
going around the entirety of the circle, and
that if there was ever to be a procession, that
the east and the west sides of the seat wall
woul d be open.

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: And then the | ast
guestion was conparing the size of this arch to
ot her, sort of, other exanples around the world.

PARTI Cl PANT: The size, it probably
nost, the Arc de Trionphe is probably the
closest in terns of size and conposition. It
| acks any kind of ornanental columms on it, and
that was specifically chosen because this arch
was to feature narrative scul pture on the
outside, so that the columms interrupted the
space for that. That's why we selected it
wi t hout any columms on it but historically,
triunphal arches woul d have ornanental col umms
on the outside.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: And | woul d note that

this arch is less than half the height of the
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Gateway Arch in ny honmetown of St. Louis,

M ssouri .

PARTI CI PANT: It's not even conparabl e.

It sits by the river.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Are there any ot her
guestions for either Jame or the project teanf
Paul , Comm ssi oner | ngrassia?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Thank you,
Chair. Just a quick question about the inside
of the arch. |If you could -- you know, we have
these great visuals, howit wll |ook on the
exterior, but maybe you could talk a little bit
nmore about, you know, how | arge you expect the
i nside to be, how visitors m ght navigate up to
the top, to the observatory deck. You know,
sonmeone who's been to the Arc de Trionphe in
Paris, it could be a little tricky navigating to
the top, so maybe you could talk a little bit
about accessibility and how visitors plan to
enjoy their tinme there.

PARTI CIl PANT: | nean, | could talk

through it, but it's alittle bit easier than

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

53

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

usual. So the arch is entered on one side. So
the idea is that visitors will circulate up one
|l eg, and then they could go to the observation
deck and then circul ate back down on the other
| eg.

So it's kind of a circuitous novenent
t hrough, and that will address security concerns
because, you know, we want to be able to screen
visitors as they enter.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: There we go.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: You need a mc.

PARTI Cl PANT: So on the south side, we
have the ticketing security. So this would be
the main entrance as folks enter into the arch.
They' |1 have the opportunity of either taking
this elevator or this one, or they could also
take a stair all the way up if they'd |like to.

Once you're up, now you've got to cross
over to the center, and so that happens on an
upper level. So this is really just below the
observation deck, this floor plan here.

So you cone in, you've got a space here
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whi ch you woul d enter into, and then there's a
stair hall. So there's two stairs on either
side and then an elevator in the center, which
woul d go up within the center of the statue base
on the upper floor on the observation deck.

So these stairs will |lead out into a
stair hall as well as the elevator, and then the
observation deck that can be accessed either on
the east or the west, the doors |eading out to
ei ther side.

And then this area here in its entirety
Is open for visitors to be able to observe
basically a 360-degree view of the surrounding
ar ea.

Visitors, when they're |eaving, would
come down on this set of stairs and these
el evators, and then they'd cone out on the
ground |l evel on the north side and then to an
exit hall and then cone out.

So just want to nake sure that there's
safety features in place for anybody com ng in,

and then the traffic flow can go through.
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The Park Services estimated that they'd
be able to accommobdat e probably about 80
occupants per hour, so simlar to the Washi ngton
Monument .

So that's the spaces, the public spaces
woul d have sone | evel of ornanentation. There's
al so opportunities for exhibit spaces,
particularly on the upper |evel.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: And have we seen
renderings of what the views will be like from
t he observation deck? Have those been submtted
to us?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: They were not
submtted to us.

PARTI Cl PANT: Those are not, but we now
have them and we can include themin the next
subm ssi on package.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: My guess is that it's
a pretty stunning view, and I think that would
be hel pful as we sort of -- as we consider this
project going forward. Are there any other

gquestions either for Jame or -- yes,
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Comm ssi oner .

COW SSI ONER CASH:  So a coupl e things.
Actual Iy, Comm ssioner Dixon's question about
how this conpares to other arches just kind of
got ne back to sonme research | was doing
earlier, and ny earlier question about what does
this commenor at e.

And | was | ooking up, so for exanple,
the Arc de Trionphe commenor at es Napol eon's
mlitary victories. The India Gate recogni zes
fallen soldiers. The Monunento de | a Revol ucion
Is the Mexi can Revol ution, and WAshi ngton Square
Arch i s Washi ngton's inauguration centennial.

Again, we're kind of left wthout
anything. But | did want to take just a point
of privilege for D.C. |aws, because you did
mention this during your opening, the Height of
Buil dings Act. And | just wanted to ask through
the Chair to the General Counsel.

So the Height of Buildings Act, the
Chair nmentioned this is essentially a local |aw,

but could you clarify whether the D.C. Council
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or any of the local authorities have any ability
to change that law, or if it's purely
Congressional and that the Council is prohibited
from havi ng any kind of review over that?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Sure. So it is a
federal law. The Council does not have any
authority to anmend the Hei ght of Buildings Act,
and it is one that | believe Jame said in the
presentation was anended as recently as 2014.

And as the Chair noted, NCPC has
historically taken the position that the Hei ght
of Buil dings Act does apply to federal projects.
| "' m happy to share sone of that background, but
"' m al so happy to suppl enment that for the next
filing.

COMM SSI ONER CASH:  Sure. And the
Chair al so nentioned enforcenent of the Hei ght
of Buildings Act would be by local authorities
or the local courts. Could you clarify whether
the I ocal courts are appointed by the President
or the Council or have any local ties or

jurisdiction?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

59

M5. HOTTEL- COX: By the President.

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Anything further?
Wth that, we'll proceed to the public testinony
that we have on this item

Thank you, Jame, by the way. That was
conprehensive and informative as al ways. W
have 30 people signed up to speak on this
matter, a conbination of in-person and virtual.

We're going to hear fromw tnesses in
groups of five, reserving any questions that the
Comm ssion has for nenbers of the public until
after we nmake it through those five w tnesses,
just to keep things rolling.

Qur first witnesses -- oh, as is our
custom here, individuals speaking on behal f of
thenselves will be given three m nutes.
| ndi vi dual s speaki ng on behal f of an
organi zation will be given five. To keep things
nmoving, we wll enforce those restrictions
pretty rigorously.

Qur first five witnesses are, |'m going
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to butcher sone of these pronunciations and |
apol ogi ze in advance for that, are Edward
Stierli, Priya Jain, WIIiam Vaughn, Susan
Dougl as, and Gary Langston.

M. Stierli, who | believe is here in
person, is representing the National Parks
Conservation Associ ati on.

Sir, if you want to take the podi um
you have five m nutes and pl ease proceed when
you' re ready.

MR, STIERLI: Thank you. Good
afternoon. |I'mEd Stierli. [|'mthe Md-

Atl antic Senior Regional Director for the
Nat i onal Parks Conservation Associ ati on.

NPCA, we're a non-profit, non-partisan
organi zation. W have 1.9 mllion nenbers and
supporters around the country and we've
advocat ed on behal f of the National Parks and
the National Capital Region for decades.

We submitted detailed witten comments,
but 1'"mgoing to pretty nmuch hit the high notes

and underscore what | think you should all hear
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bef ore you advance this proposal.

And just to be clear about sonething
up-front, | nean, NPCA, we support, strongly
support, commenorating Anerica' s 250th
anniversary of this country. W support
i nvestnents that honor Anerican history and that
strengt hen our national parks. But that is not
what is before you today. Wat's before you
today is a request to approve a 250-foot
monunment al structure on National Park Service
land in what is the nost significant
commenorati ve | andscape in the United States.
And doing this w thout Commenorative Wrks Act
process that Congress requires, wthout a
conpl eted environnental inpact statenent,

W t hout a Section 106 consultation under the
National Historic Preservation Act.

And so this Comm ssion, you know, as
you advance this, you have the authority and the
responsibility to say that that is not
acceptable, and we urge you to exercise that as

you advance this.
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So, let me focus on three things. So,
first is the law, the | aw that was nentioned
earlier, the Comrenorative Wrks Act, which is
not a suggestion. It was enacted by Congress in
1986, because, prior to that, you know, the ad
hoc nmonunent placenent that was happeni ng
created the exact kind of conflict wth what
we' re seeing right now before this Comm ssion.
The Area 1 requirenents under that |aw require
preem nent significance determ nation,
consultation with the National Capital Menori al
Advi sory Conmm ssi on, and congressional action.
And, to our know edge, none of those steps have
been conpl et ed.

The Adm nistration's argunent, thus
far, has rested on a 1920s bridge authorization
for columms that were never built. But that
aut hori zation was directed to a now di ssol ved
comm ssion to undertake a | ong-conpl eted
project, subject to a spending limt that's al so
been exhausted. So to treat that statute as the

aut hori zing a nmassive and costly new project a
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century later, really defies any reasonabl e
readi ng of congressional intent. |If a single
aut hori zation for one comrenorative structure
conferred perpetual authority to build limtless
future nmonunents within the sane vicinity, the
nmonunent al core of Washi ngt on woul d be chaos.

This Conm ssion should require a
| egal | y supported denonstration that Area 1
process had been conpl eted before taking any
action to advance this proposal, because that's
what the |aw requires.

Second, | want to tal k about the
physical reality of what this arch would do.
You know, 30 funeral services are conducted at
Arlington National Cenetery every single day;
400, 000 veterans and their famlies are interred
there. The | andscape between the Lincoln
Menorial and Arlington were deliberately
desi gned to honor that rel ationship, as was
di scussed earlier.

The Arlington Menorial Bridge was built

low, with classical restraint, precisely so the
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vi ew between the nenorial and the cenetery would
remai n unbroken. That was not an accident. It
was a civic act of design that took decades of

pl anni ng.

A 250-foot arch at Menorial G rcle,
topped with the gilded statues and an
observati on deck, would be placed at the exact
poi nt where visitors transition fromthe Lincoln
Menorial to the cenetery. Visitors approaching
Arlington from Washi ngton woul d no | onger
experi ence that neasured, solemn procession
across the bridge. They would instead pass
through a structure that's at fundanental odds
with the character of the ground beneath it.

You'll likely hear froma |ot of
veterans saying that this would di shonor their
service, and their concerns deserve real weight
her e today.

Third, the viewshed. The western axis
of the National Mall represents nore than 120
years of very deliberate planning and | egal

protection, much of which has occurred through
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this comm ssion, if not all of it.

The McM | lan Plan of 1902 established a
conpositional logic that every generation has
built upon since. You know, |ong, uninterrupted
vi ewsheds, which we enjoyed wonderful photos of.
| know t hrough the progression throughout
history, | was nore astounded at how little it
has changed over tinme, and how renmarkabl e that
woul d be for any city in the world.

The Washi ngt on Monunent was desi gned as
a singular, vertical punctuation of this entire
conposi tion, and not hing of conparable scal e has
ever been introduced into the Mall in this
corridor, except this arch now That inpact
woul d be irreversible.

So, you know, |'ve heard it said, |'m
still conparably to many -- I've only lived in
this area for about a dozen years, and
Washington is not a static city. There's been a
| ot of change. That's true. Washington has
grown thoughtfully, deliberately, and through a

| awf ul process that's protected its nost

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

66

significant comenorative | andscape, while
maki ng room for new expression. That's the
framework that Congress built for the city, and,
unfortunately, that's what is at risk of being
bypassed here.

So, you know, we urge the National
Capital Planning Conm ssion, you all, to take --
to decline to advance this project until
Congress has authorized this nenorial through a
joint resolution, because they deserve the
protection, and you have an obligation to
provide it. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Stierli. Next up, we have Priya Jain, who's
representing the Society of Architectural
Hi storians, and who will simlarly have five
m nutes to provide your testinony. | believe
Ms. Jainis with us virtually. You can proceed
whenever you're ready.

M5. JAIN. kay. Good afternoon,
Comm ssi oners, and thank you again for the

opportunity to speak. M nane is Priya Jain,
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and I'ma licensed architect in the State of
Texas.

| offer these comments as a private
citizen and as chair of the Heritage
Conservation Commttee of the Society of
Architectural Hi storians. These views do not
represent those of ny enpl oyer, Texas A&M
Uni versity.

The Society of Architectural Hi storians
iIs a non-profit, founded in 1940, and is the
| eadi ng organi zation for architectural history
in North Anerica. The proposal before you to
build a new 250-foot nonunental arch is in one
of the country's nost significant historical and
ur ban ensenbl es.

After review ng the subm ssion nmade by
the Department of the Interior, we feel that it
negatively inpacts the architectural context of
its setting, disrupts views to existing historic
nmonunents, and runs counter to decades of design
and preservation guidance for this area prepared

by none other than the applicant itself.
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W want to begin by countering the

or that the proposal respects the |egacy of the
1901 MM I lan Plan for Washi ngton, D.C

At the last Conm ssion of Fine Arts
meeting, the Departnent of the Interior

presented various imges of historic unbuilt

t he Conm ssioners to note that the site has a
hi story of heroic designs and this proposal
builds on the McM Il an Pl an.

In fact, the architectural history of
this area reveals the exact opposite. WMany of
the unbuilt proposals that were presented
predate the 1901 MM Il an Plan and the
subsequent siting and construction of Lincoln

Menorial, conpleted in 1922.

unbuilt designs were not even in the sane
| ocation as the present Arlington Menori al

Bri dge, which was designed in 1923 specifically

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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supports construction of tall, triunphal arches,

bri dges and nonunents from 1877 to 1934, | eading

In fact, many of the early 19th century
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to be a lowprofile structure to not disrupt the
sight lines between Arlington House and Lincoln
Menori al .

Where the current Menorial G rcle now
sits, the MM Illan Plan and its subsequent
devel opnent in the 1920s and ' 30s showed an
elliptical plaza with two 166-foot tall col ums
that are now being used as sone sort of
justification for the nmonunental arch, but
hi storic renderings and descri ptions show
clearly how materially different they are.

The proposed 1920s sl ender col ums were
situated not in the center but one on either
side of the bridge. The Washi ngton Post in 1928
noted, and | quote, Two stately columms woul d be
framng in but not interfering wth the view of
the Lincoln Menorial fromthe direction of Lee
Mansi on, end quot e.

Sinply put, they were conpletely
different in design, size, height, proportion,
and |l ocation to the current arch. For the past

century, all federal planning and design studies
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have only reinforced the inportance of
mai ntaining | ow profiles and avoiding any tall
or permanent structures in this area.

NCPC s own Menorials and Museuns Master
Plan from 2001 noted, and | quote, that The
existing circle at the west end of Menori al
Bridge is not seen as an appropriate |ocation of
a future nenorial, end quote.

The nost recent 2024 Cul tural Landscape
Report for Menorial Avenue Corridor,
comm ssi oned by the Departnent of the Interior
and neant to serve as a guide for future
pl anning, calls to preserve the corridor's axis
vi ewshed connections, and significant vistas
that were foundational to its design and ongoi ng
functi on.

It goes on to note that within Menori al
Crcle, protection of views is key.

Even t hough the applicant did not make
subst antive changes to the proposed arch as
requested by the CFA in their April review, |ike

renovi ng the statues on top to reduce hei ght or
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I ntroduci ng open archways to facilitate views,
the CFA voted to fast-track the project by
granting their final approval --

We urge the NCPC not to replicate this
pattern. Instead, we inplore you to take
seriously the comments included here and in the
NCPC s own Executive Director's recomendati on
and insist that the applicant provides the
requested information, addresses concerns, and
conplies wth applicable |laws and regul ati ons
bef ore advancing this design to prelimnary and
final approval. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms. Jain.
Next up, we have M. WIIiam Vaughan, who |
believe is here with us in person.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: M. Vaughan wasn't
able to make it, so we can nove on to Susan
Dougl as.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: M. Vaughan is not
here, so we will nove on as suggested by our
CGeneral Counsel to Susan Douglas. Ms. Dougl as,

you have three mnutes to provide your
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testinony. Please proceed when you' re ready.

M5. DOUGAS: Chairman Scharf and
Comm ssioners, | amhorrified by how quickly the
arch project is noving through the approval
process in spite of strong public opposition and
conpel ling reasons for halting this plan.

My concerns about the Arch are as
follows. There's a |law that bars all
construction on federal parkland in the nation's
capital without the express authority of
Congress. The admnistration said it would not
seek congressional approval and wll instead
rely on an authorization from 1925 related to a
proj ect never built.

Usi ng a 100-year-old | oophole to avoid
congressi onal approval is specious. The Arch is
a vanity project for Trunp. GOstensibly neant to
honor Anerica's 250th anniversary, Trunp
admtted at a dinner last year that the Arch was
being built for him Video of those comments is
wi del y avail abl e onli ne.

Presi dents should not build their own
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menorials; rather, |leave that for others after
their | egacy has been established.

Buil ding the Arch on Menorial Circle is
a desecration of the sacred space where 400, 000
soldiers and famly nenbers are buried. The
grotesque size of the Arch woul d bl ock the
historic sight |ine between the Lee Mansi on at
Arlington National Cenetery and the Lincoln
Menori al .

This view was intended to synbolize
north-south reunification after the Cvil Wr.

At 250 feet, the Arch will dwarf
everything in its mdst and ruin the vista for
t he 70, 000-sone drivers who cross D.C.'s G and
Entrance each day. Construction of this Arch
Wil create a traffic nightmare in an al ready
busy corri dor.

The FAA has | aunched a study of the
possible flight safety risks given the Arch's
proximty to Washington National Airport and its
conplex flight patterns. This is standard

procedure and could take up to nine nonths.
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Menorial Circle is already under permt
for testing and boring in preparation for
construction work because the soil in this area
Is predomnantly dredged alluvial soil and is
consi dered a poor choice for a nassive stone
nonument .

Ext ensi ve and expensive foundati onal
supports will be required to support the Arch.

Congressman Don Beyer is so concerned
about the project that he recently co-sponsored
a bill to block the Arch, stating the project is
tastel ess and di srespects those buried at the
cenetery, including his famly nenbers.

Public Ctizen has filed a lawsuit on
behal f of several Vietnam veterans and an
architectural historian to bl ock the
construction of the Arch. Any discussion of the
Arch is premature at nost pendi ng resol ution of
all these studies and | awsuits.

That aside, this Arch nust be stopped.
Denocraci es do not construct nenorials to |iving

presidents. Disrupting the historically
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significant viewis an affront to our history,
to the men and wonen at Arlington National
Cenetery who gave their lives in service to our
country and to those who renenber them --

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: Ma' am

M5. DOUGLAS: It is Arch insanity.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, ma'am
Thank you, Ms. Douglas. Next up, we have Gary
Langston. M. Langston, you have three m nutes
to provide your testinony. Please proceed when
you' re ready.

MR, LANGSTON:. Thank you. [|I'ma

veteran. |'ma resident of Washington, D.C M

parents are interred in Section 66 of Arlington
Cenetery. M dad was hinself a Vietnam veteran,
two tours there flying helicopters. M nom was
kind of a traditional Arny wife, also a nurse
who served in Arny hospitals at tines. M wfe
-- my wiwfe -- ny personal wife is a veteran of
the Persian Gulf War, and we have several
ancestors who served in the mlitary goi ng back

in history. These are ny personal comments.
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Any nenorial -- and we're m xing the
terms nenorial and nonunent in this discussion,
and | think that's an inportant distinction,
must respect those interred there, their
descendants, current and the future generations.
| think what does this arch | ook |ike
I n anot her 250 years. The |inkage of the
menorial, it's nore than Arlington House and the
Lincoln. It's the avenue, it's the hem cycle,
the wonen's nenorial behind it, Kennedy's grave
site, the eternal flane -- the eternal flane,
all of that.
The vistas are wonderful fromthere.
You don't need another structure to provide
t hose vi stas around Washi ngt on.
So that said, what's required here is a
solem nenorial, if anything, rather than a
monunent. Now, the way to do that, of course,
in nmy opinion, is to follow the | aw, gather
I nput from appropri ate stakehol ders. That
i ncl udes those where the viewshed is inpacted

fromgrave sites, not just those that are
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exi sting today, but those that will exist in the
future.

Al that said, |'ve got six specific
comrents on the content, sone of which you've
partially addressed in input.

The multiple views of the viewshed,
very inportant. | would add two -- | would add
get views that sinmulate winter, get views that
simul ate night, and get views that sinulate not
just a view fromthe other nmajor nonunents,
Jefferson, et cetera, but fromother |ocations
within the cenetery and el sewhere.

The second thing about viewshed that |
woul d enphasi ze is the night views of the
skyline of Washi ngton and the nenorials are,
it's breathtaking.

Today, and in ny statenent, there are a
coupl e of photos, the lighting is subdued. The
Air Force Menorial, Arlington House, the
fl agpol e over Fort Myer, and the Iwo Jim
Menorial. Anything that would -- there needs to

be a lighting plan, and it needs to respect that
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Vi ew scape.

Lastly, | think the npost inportant
piece of this is whatever is done there should
be a unifying factor for the country. And at
present, there are elenents of the design of the
arch that | fear won't stand the test of tine,
and I've included those as wel .

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you for your
coments, sir. So --

MR, LANGSTON: And if | may, | offer to
anyone -- I'mglad to hear that fol ks have
wal ked Menorial Avenue in the circle, but walk
Wi th veterans inside the cenetery. You'll learn
a lot.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, sir. And
t hank you for your and your famly's service to
our country, sir.

We're going to nove on now to our next
group of five witnesses who are Laura Downey,
Danil o Feliciano, Carol Quillen, Susan Madden,
and Brian Green. Laura Downey, who | believe is

with us virtually, M. Downey, can you hear us?
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MS. HOTTEL-COX: It seens Ms. Downey
has not joined the neeting, so we can nobve on to
M. Feliciano.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: M. Feliciano, who |
believe joined us at our |ast neeting as well.
Good to have you, sir. You'll have three
m nutes to provide your testinony, and pl ease
proceed when you' re ready.

MR. FELICI ANO. Thank you very much,
and thank you very nmuch to all the nenbers of
the NCPC. One nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all. On this arch,
the word indivisible is m ssing.

February 7th, 2025, the current
presi dent established the Wiite House Faith
Ofice. April 21st, 2026, the current president
rel eased a video for Anerica Reads the Bible
event, where he reads 2 Chronicles 7:11-22,
where the Lord God says, seek ny face.

One nation under God, Exodus 34:17,
Thou shalt not nmake to thyself any nolten gods.

One nation under God. Deuteronony
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4. 15, Keep therefore your souls carefully. You
saw not any simlitude in the day that the Lord
God spoke to you in Horeb in the mdst of the
fire.

One nation under God. Ezekiel 14:6,
Therefore say to the house of Israel, thus saith
the Lord God, be converted and depart from your
idols and turn your faces away fromall your
abom nat i ons.

One nation under God, Jerem ah 51:17,
Every man has becone foolish by his know edge,
every founder is confounded by his idol, for

what he hath cast is alie and there's no breath

One nation under God. Habakkuk 2:18,
What doth the gravest thing avail, because the
maker thereof hath graven it. A nolten and a
fal se i nage, because the forger thereof hath
trusted in a thing of his own forging to nake
dunb i dol s.

One nation under God. Psalm 113:12-16,

this is in the Vulgate, by the way. The idols of
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the Gentiles are silver and gold, the works of
t he hands of nen, they have nouths and speak
not, they have eyes and see not, they have ears
and hear not, they have noses and snell not,
t hey have hands and feel not, they have feet and
wal k not, neither shall they cry out through
their throat, but themthat make them becone
li ke unto themand all such as that trust in
t hem

One nation under God. |Isaiah 42:17-23,
They are turned back, let thembe greatly
confounded, that trust in a graven thing, that
say sonme nolten thing, you are our God, hear ye
deaf and ye blind, and behold that you may see,
who is blind but ny servant, nor deaf but he to
whom | have sent ny nessengers, who is blind but
he that is sold, or who is blind but the servant
of the Lord. Thou nmayest see as many things,
w |t thou not observe them Thou hast ears
open, wlt thou not hear. And the Lord was
willing to sanctify themand to magnify the | aw

and exalt it, but this is a people that is
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robbed and wasted, they are all the snare of
young nen and they are hid in the houses of
prisons, they are nade a prey and there is none
to deliver them a spoil and there is none that
saith restore. Wo is there anong you that wll
give ear to this, that will attend and hearken
for tinmes to cone.

One nation under God. Romans 1:22-23,
For professing thenselves to be w se, they
becane fools and they changed the glory of the
i ncorruptible God into the Iikeness of the inmage
of a corruptible man and of birds and of four-
f oot ed beasts and of creeping things.

One nation under God. Acts 17:29,
Being therefore the offspring of God, we nust
not suppose the divinity to be |ike unto gold or
silver or stone in the graving of art and device
of man.

So when our governnent has a gol den
statue crafted and places the words one nation
under God beneath it, | have to wonder, to what

God are they attenpting to place the United
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States of Anerica underneath?

Wth humlity, | thank you for
receiving this testinony. Respectfully, nmy nane
is Danilo Augusto Feliciano and | am a veteran.
God bl ess you all.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Feli ci ano, and thank you for your service to our
country as well. Carol Quillen, who I believe
Is here wwth us, is going to be speaking on
behal f of the National Trust for Hi storic
Preservation. M. Qillen, you have five
m nutes. Please proceed whenever you' re ready.

M5. QUILLEN: Thank you, M. Chairman.
M. Chairman and nenbers of the National Capital
Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, ny nane is Carol Quillen
and | serve as President and CEO of the National
Trust for H storic Preservation. Thank you for
the opportunity to be here and to share these
comrents with you.

Thi s Comm ssion works on behal f of the
Anmerican people. You play a critical role,

guestioning, review ng, and -- enbody both our
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foundi ng ideals and our ongoing commtnent to
build a nore perfect union.

The val ue you bring was clear during
this Comm ssion's review of the National Wrld
War | Menorial. Over a series of neetings, this
Comm ssi on hel ped nodify the original subm ssion
to respect the iconic water basin that defined
the site and i nproved pedestri an access.

The result was a substantially inproved
design that created a nore fitting nenorial to
our nation's heroic service nenbers.

Si nce our founding, we Anericans have
under st ood the synbolic power of Washi ngton,

D.C. Qur capital is a planned city. In their
desi gn, context, and relationship to each ot her,
our nost neani ngful buil dings and nonunents
communi cate our system of governnent and the
principles on which it is based.

Achieving this has required deliberate
pl anning, humlity, and respect for what has
gone before. Each generation has left its mark

by proceeding in carefully calibrated steps that
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recogni ze our conplex history and our
aspirations.

It's our responsibility to renenber
this two-century-long tradition of design
discipline, to strive to be worthy of this
I nheritance, so that we may in turn pass it on.

Fromthis perspective, the Arch poses
significant risks. It flouts centuries of
planning. It would di mnish sonme of our
nation's nost powerful |andmarks, and its hasty
design, lack of consultation, and rush to
construction underm ne the ideal of governnent
by and for the people.

And, finally, to highlight these risks,
we respectfully offer specific coments on the
project's proposed |ocation, height, scale, and
desi gn.

First, the proposed l|ocation. The
center of Menorial Circle is not an appropriate
pl ace to construct a nonunent equivalent in
hei ght to a 20-story building. The col ossal

bul k of the proposed arch woul d bl ock the
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hal | owed vista fromthe Lincoln Menorial, across
Arlington Menorial Bridge, to Arlington National
Cenetery, and Arlington House.

One of the Anerican peopl e's nost
sacred | andscapes, this visual |ink comrunicates
the magni tude of the G vil War, the obligation
I ts uni magi nabl e cost inposes on all Anmericans,
and the aspirations of a post-Cvil War
reconciliation in a new birth of freedom

Al t hough there have been earlier
proposal s to place structures here, including
one for two nenorial columms, these were nodest.
The proposed col ums woul d have franed the view
of Arlington House and the Lincoln Menorial, not
interrupted it. And after reflection, none of
these earlier proposals were built.

Second, with its height and scale, the
proposed arch woul d overwhel m nei ghbori ng
| andmarks. |t's double the size of the Lincoln
Menorial. It's also inconsistent with the
Hei ght of Buil dings Act that protects the plan

of the city.
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Third, constructing this mamoth arch
at the entrance to Arlington National Cenetery
woul d brazenly disrespect the cenetery's solem
character.

As the hall owed resting place of
400, 000 veterans and their famlies, Arlington
Cenetery is a powerful rem nder of Anmerican
mlitary sacrifice, selfless service, and
national unity. The triunphal arch woul d
conmuni cate a jarring indifference to the
sacrifice of our veterans, and mar the outward
view for mlitary famlies and visitors.

Finally, the applicant has not yet
Initiated review under Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act.

This law clearly mandates that this
revi ew be conpl eted prior to approval.
Submtting these plans for collaborative review
woul d signal respect for the rule of law, it
woul d i nprove the project, and honestly, it
woul d hel p protect the President's | egacy.

Qur concerns are seri ous. W&
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respectfully urge you to withhold your approval
for this project until the legally required
Section 106 process has been conpl eted, and so
that it has the benefit of the careful scrutiny
that our capital city, the American people, and
t he President deserve.

The National Trust has decades of
experience col laborating with the NCPC, and we
remain ready to help. Thank you very nuch for
t he opportunity to speak.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
Quillen. Thank you, Ms. Quillen. Next, we have
Susan Madden, who | believe is joining us
virtually. M. Mdden, are you with us?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: It seens Ms. Madden
has not joined, so we can nove on to Brian
G een.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Brian Green. M.
Green, are you with us?

MR. GREEN. | am Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. G een.

You have three mnutes to provide your
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testinony. Please proceed whenever you're
r eady.

MR, GREEN. Thank you. M/ nane is
Brian Geen. |'man architectural historian in
Ri chnond, Virgini a.

The Comm ssion of Fine Arts has already
granted final approval for this proposal. This
Comm ssion is reviewing it for the first tine.

| want to spend ny three m nutes
expl ai ni ng why that sequence is not a reason to
defer to CFA's judgnent, but to exercise your
own.

The CFA voted on May 21 to approve the
proposed arch, despite receiving approximtely
600 public letters, of which 99.5 percent were
I n opposition, and wi thout requiring full
schemati c designs.

An FAA aerial hazard review required
for any structure exceeding 200 feet remains
unresol ved. A federal lawsuit filed by Vietnam
War veterans under the Commenorative Wrks Act

of 1986 is actively pending.
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This Conm ssion is being asked to
provi de concept approval within that sane
I nconpl ete |l egal and regulatory framework. The
CFA' s vote does not discharge this conm ssion's
I ndependent responsibility.

The site is the problemthat no design
adj ustnent can solve. Menorial Crcle occupies
the m dpoint of the commenorative axis of
McM | I an Comm ssion design to carry the synbolic
wei ght of National Reunion, the line fromthe
Li ncol n Menorial across Arlington Menori al
Bridge to Arlington House above the National
Cenetery. The circle's openness was not a
vacancy awaiting a nonunent. It was a spati al
rel ease the axis required.

The Wonen in MIlitary Service for
America Menorial inscribes that axis in physical
formand achieves its presence w thout inposing
scal e, and hol ds the sequence open for the
cenetery beyond.

A 250-foot arch, nore than tw ce the

hei ght of the Lincoln Menorial, would not enter
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that sequence. It would end it. Consider what

250 feet nmeans. It is the equivalent of an 18-

to 19-story commercial building, or a 25- to 27-
story residential tower.

At that height, this would be the
tall est classical triunphal arch in the world,
86 feet taller than the Arc de Trionphe in
Paris, and 53 feet taller than the cl osest
exanpl e, which has gone unnentioned today, the
Arch of Triunph in Pyongyang, North Kor ea.

These di nensi ons were not achi eved by
analyzing the site. They were chosen to
correlate with Anerica's 250th anni versary, and
to produce the largest triunphal arch ever
built. And this Conm ssion is being asked to
place it at the entrance to Arlington Nati onal
Cenetery.

The revi sed design, nade at the
President's request, retained the wi nged eagle
and gol den eagles, while only renoving the
ground | evel golden lions. The project

architect described the arch as not primarily a
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monunment dedi cated to the dead, but to the
l'iving.

Arlington Cenetery hosts hundreds of
funeral services every nonth. It is, by any
nmeasure, dedicated primarily to the dead. This
approach to it fromthe bridge has seen, for
nearly a century, a deliberately restrained
approach. A price tag of at least $100 mllion
does not change that.

The Commenorative Wrks Act requires
congressi onal authorization, an environnental
assessnent, and a finding that the site is
appropriate. None of these conditions has been
met. The adm nistration's claimthat 1920s
| egi sl ati on connected to Arlington Menori al
Bri dge al ready provides the necessary authority
IS not a serious substitute for that process.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Ti ne.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: M. Geen, |I'msorry,
your tinme's expired.

MR. GREEN. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: \We appreci ate you
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joining us. Do any conm ssioners have any
gquestions for these five witnesses? Hearing and
seei ng none, we'll proceed to our next five

W t nesses, who are Jim Shaughnessy, Janes

Lardner, Ral ph Nix, David Parker, and Teresa

Lucas.

Jim Shaughnessy, | believe, is with us
in person. | may be butchering the
pronunci ation of your nane. |If | am |

apol ogi ze, sir. You have three --

COW SSI ONER DI XON: M. Chai rman?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  You have -- yes,
Comm ssi oner Di xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON: Yeah, | woul d just
-- | wanted to get Professor Geen to -- if he
had anot her comment about particularly his
hi storical review of other arches.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. M. Geen, do
you want to address Commi ssioner Di xon's
guestion?

MR. GREEN. There we go. Can you hear

nme, pl ease?
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Yes, we can hear you,

MR. GREEN. Wodnderful. [I'msorry, M.
Di xon, | did not hear the question. | was
transitioning over fromthe other room

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yeah, | just
want ed you to conplete what you were saying,
nore or |l ess, and share sonme of your nore views
about the other arches globally.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: M. Geen, can you
hear us? Did we | ose hinf

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Seens |like he's
dropped. He's back.

MR. GREEN. | apol ogi ze, sir.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. Conm ssi oner
Di xon wanted you to finish your coments about
the relationship between this arch and ot her
hi storical arches. 1Is that correct,
Commi ssi oner Di xon?

COMM SSI ONER DI XON:  That's correct.
Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: The point | was
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trying to make is that this is -- this would be
the tallest in the world. And the cl osest one
Is the Triunphal Arch in Pyongyang, North Korea.
And ny assertion is that it didn't -- we didn't
get to the height of this nonunent by studying
the site to determ ne what woul d be best, what
woul d be nost appropriate, what woul d be nost
honorific, but sinply matchi ng the nunber 250,
and -- which had the added benefit of being
taller than the one in North Kor ea.

Did that answer your question, sir?

COMM SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes. \Was that
al so part of your testinony that you wanted to
gi ve when you were stopped?

MR GREEN. Ch, no, no. | was -- | had
one line left, which was to say thank you very
much for the opportunity to speak here.

COMM SSI ONER DI XON: Wl |, that's an
i nportant line. Thank you very much for your
wor k, Professor --

MR. GREEN. Thank you, sir.

COW SSI ONER DI XON: -- and al so for
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your service with ne on the NCPC as a
comm ssioner. Thank you.

MR. GREEN. Ch, you're welcone, sir.
It was a privil ege.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Professor, you're
very wel cone, and thank you for joining us and
for clarifying that.

MR. GREEN. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: I f there's nothing
further for M. Green or the other w tnesses we
just heard from we'll proceed on to the next
group, starting with M. Shaughnessy.

MR, SHAUGHNESSY: Thank you. The
pronunciation is correct, probably the first one
to do that.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Oh. On, wow.

MR, SHAUGHNESSY: Appreciate it. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: O course.

MR. SHAUGHNESSY: Good afternoon,

Chai rman, Conmi ssioners. M nane is Jim

Shaughnessy, and |'m here to voice ny opposition

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

97

to the planned construction of the Menori al
Ar ch.

| speak as a private citizen, a Marine
Cor ps conbat veteran, son of a veteran, grandson
of generations of conbat veterans spanning
nearly 200 years.

Buried in Section 60 are ny great-
gr andf at her and great-grandnother. He, a conbat
veteran who | ed the charge on horseback agai nst
Pancho Villa and would go on to serve in both
Wrld Wars. She, a conbat nurse who tended to
wounded young nmen during World War |1

They didn't question whether they
shoul d serve, only how | ong they woul d be
permtted to. As a young Marine, | was
I npressed by their exanple. Their commtnent to
service and country becane values | carried
t hrough ny enlistnent and conbat tour, a tour in
which I lost friends before | could learn their
full nanes.

For what died the sons and daughters of

Anrerica? Was it fame? WII your children Iine

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

up to be fodder for the vain? Now, potentially,
a gigantic arch will cast a shadow on ny resting
famly, friends, and | eathernecks, as vanity is

rewarded with a nonentous synbol of selfishness.

A 250-foot arch is a profound
di sruption and insult at the entrance to sacred
ground. The space at the gates of Arlington
Cenetery exists as a threshold, a transitory
passage between service and buri al.

To preserve this integrity, it nust
remai n open and unobstructed. Service nenbers
and their famlies navigate many transitions
t hroughout a mlitary career and beyond. The
transition out of the mlitary is anong the nost
dangerous periods a service nenber will face.

That final transition fromservice to
eternal rest is not theirs to nanage, it is
ours. It falls to us, the living, to receive
our wounded and our dead with the highest esteem
and care. An arch is not what they need. Wo
Is the arch for? Is it for ne? The President

has al ready answered that question. And yes,
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it's for him

This arch would obstruct the sight |ine
of the Arlington Menorial Bridge, a synbol of
unity and reconciliation connecting those
di vided by war and grief. Rather than honoring
that unity, it deepens a wound that has not
fully heal ed.

Hasty construction is no path to a
nmonunment worthy of this nation. Previous
nmenori als were shaped by extensive public input
and rigorous agency review, ensuring that the
final design reflected our shared values. This
proposal has had neither.

O hers have al ready rai sed the serious
safety hazards of placing a nonunent in a
roundabout at a high traffic intersection,
consistent wth this admnistration's pattern of
pl aci ng pedestrians in harns way.

Fundi ng has been stripped fromthe
Departnent of Veterans Affairs, the National
Par k Service, and Departnment of Interior,

degradi ng the capacity of these very agencies
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that provide direct services to veterans and
their famlies.

If we are to truly support the nen and
wonmen who serve in uniform direct this noney to
those agencies. How will this project be
funded? Wth our tax dollars? Wth the
redirected entrance fees fromparks across the
country? Anonynous donations flowing into
undi scl osed funds?

W deserve an answer. No one needs

this arch. It's inappropriate, unnecessary,
insulting. It's a waste of our |land, our tine,
and our noney. |If the President wants his own

arch, he can sift through the rubble of the East
Wng denolition piling up along the banks of the
Pot omac and build one hinself. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Shaughnessy, and thank you for your service to
our country and for your famly's service. Next
up, we have Janes Lardner. M. Lardner,
whenever you're ready, you have three m nutes,

and pl ease proceed.
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MR. LARDNER: Thank you. | want to say
a word about one of Washington's great glories,
the Lincoln Menorial, the Lincoln Menorial in
general, and the Lincoln Menorial after dark.

|"ve lived here nost of ny adult life.
The sight of the Lincoln Menorial in the
nighttine with the wondrous glow that it casts
into the sky is a spectacle that never fails to
nove ne. Ohers, including veterans and famly
nmenbers, have pointed out that the proposed arch
woul d alter the character of Arlington National
Cenetery, that it would interrupt a sight l|ine
meant to forever synbolize the reunification of
North and South after the Gvil War, that its
massi ve size and w nged figures on top evoke the
cel ebratory architecture of dictatorships --
denocr aci es.

Those are powerful considerations.
Beyond them this gigantic structure would bl ock
our view of the Lincoln Menorial day and night
fromnost places on the Arlington side of the

river, and with its decorative floodlighting and
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the FAA-mandated -- it would nmake the Lincoln
Menorial in the nighttime a dinmer and | ess
striking sight from al nost every direction.

By conferring your approval, you woul d
di m ni sh sonet hing precious in order to add
sonet hing -- unpl anned and uncalled for. Thank
you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Lardner. Next up, we have Ral ph N x, who |
believe is also in person. M. N Xx, you have
three mnutes to provide your testinony, and
pl ease proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. NI X: Thank you, sir. Ckay, thank
you, sir. | did serve in the United States Navy
as a hospital corpsman. |'ve had experiences
that a | ot of people in this room have not had.
|'ve seen our soldiers, airnen, sailors take
their last breath. |'ve seen famlies break
down outside the I CU roons, nothers, fathers,
grandparents, children, wves. A l|lot of these
are buried in the cenetery.

And, you know, for ne, it's not about
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right or wong. |It's not about left or right.
It's not about the height. 1It's not about
whet her Congress approved it or not. |It's about

the people that's in that cenetery that cannot
speak today because they died serving our
country.

And it's about norals. |It's about
respect and disrespect. And to nme, this is a
di srespect to those who have given their lives
up for this country in World War |, World War |1
-- and now I ran.

So for ne, it's -- you know, Congress
probably shoul d approve this. Sonebody needs to
start respecting people who have given their
lives to this country. You know -- because |I'm
going to use ny three mnutes. | found the
comment of the St. Louis Arch appalling. This
Is not St. Louis.

This is Washington, D.C., and you're
wanting to block sonme of nmy conrades who gave
the ultimate sacrifice. Has anybody asked the

famlies of these service nenbers -- about this?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

104

This is a disgrace. And thank you for your
tine.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. N x,
and thank you for your service to our country.
Next up, we have David Parker, who | believe is
Wwith us virtually. M. Parker, you have three
m nutes to provide your testinony and you can
proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. PARKER  Thank you, Chairnman
Scharf, and Comm ssion nenbers. | am David
Par ker, practicing architect for 35 years and a
fellow of the Anmerican Institute of Architects.

As a preservationist, | appreciate your
t hought ful deliberation of the current proposal.
The | ocation between Arlington Cenetery and the
Lincoln Menorial at Menorial Bridge is a
Nati onal Register-listed site, which, as noted
I n your own executive director's project
summary, quote, was designed to create a
physi cal and synbolic connection between the
North and South, close quote.

The overriding significance of this
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physi cal relationship and the viewshed between

t hese sol emm | andmar ks cannot be di m ni shed and
shoul d not be inpeded or obscured. The hei ght
of the proposed arch exceeds Washi ngton's Hei ght
of Buildings Act of 1910, which generally limts
structures to a maxi num of 130 feet, and its
proximty to Reagan National Airport is of
serious concern since the FAA nust approve any
structures higher than 200 feet within two mles
of a mmjor airport.

Your report observes that the proposed
arch is 3,000 feet from Reagan National Airport,
substantially closer than two mles, and in the
I mredi ate flight path of two major runways
t here.

The i mense size of the proposed arch
has been touted by the applicant as a
requirenment in order to be |arger than any ot her
triunmphal arch in the world, as though physical
scal e and dom nance is nore essential than
nmeani ng or appropriateness of its scale to this

very specific context and setting.
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The synbolismof the proposed arch
itself is contradictory and incongruent in this
pl ace. Triunphal arches throughout history have
been built to, quote, synbolize specific
mlitary victory and political power, or to
honor victorious generals and enperors while
acting as state propaganda, close quote.

This historical association is
I nconsistent with the vague justifications
currently being offered for this i mense
structure.

The purpose of this arch, according to
the applicant, is, quote, to celebrate the
triunphs of the Anerican people, close quote,
but the overriding solemity of this specific
| ocation is ignored by this generalized trope.

The Commenorative Wrks Act signed into
| aw by President Ronald Reagan on Novenber 14t h,
1986, requires that the proposal not interfere
wi th, encroach on, or -- an existing
comenorative work and, to the maxi mum extent

practicable, that it protects open space,
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exi sting public use, and cultural and natural
resources.

The pair of tall colums cited as
precedent that were once suggested but never
built here have been used as justification for
the height and also for why the current proposal
doesn't need congressional approval.

Note the historic imge behind ne
showi ng those colums conpared to the present
arch. Based upon historical draw ngs, those
colums were only 14 feet in dianeter and were
272 feet apart, as opposed to the present arch
itself, which has a wdth of 170 feet and a
depth of 90 feet. Cearly, the colums were
never built, would not have affected views,
however, the imense arch nost definitely will.

Besi des your approval, pursuant to the
Commenor ati ve Wrks Act, the Triunphal Arch nust
be approved by Congress. Thank you for your
t hought ful consideration of this highly
consequenti al proposal .

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
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Par ker. Next up, we have Teresa Lucas, who |
believe is also here with us virtually. She is
representing the Walnut Street Hi storical
Society and therefore will have five mnutes to
provide testinony. M. Lucas, are you with us?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: | don't believe M.
Lucas has joined the neeting, so we can nove on
to questi ons.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: W th that, do any
comm ssi oners have questions for any of this
previ ous group of w tnesses, starting with M.
Shaughnessy?

COW SSI ONER CASH: M. Chai rman?

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Yes, Conmm ssi oner.

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Yeah, | actually
wanted to go back to M. Parker, because |
t hought his background i mage was actually very
I nformative, because we've heard a | ot of the
talk of these -- the fornmer colums that were
supposed to go there --

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: The four col umms.

COW SSI ONER CASH: Yeah, the col unns,
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and | think that M. Parker's background i nage
showed that, so | have a coupl e questions
actually for M. Parker, if he's still online.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: M. Parker, are you
still with us, or can we bring himback or
-- | don't know how the system works exactly.

MR. PARKER |'m here. Can you hear
nme?

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: We can hear you.
t hi nk Conm ssioner Cash wants to see your
di agram

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Yeah. So this is
perfect. So this is the first that |'ve seen
this at | east superinposed with the proposed
arch. Could you talk a little bit nore about
the size and the scale? | think you said they
were 14 feet in dianmeter, but could you talk a
little bit about the size and scal e of what was
proposed there under this former permt,
conpared to what we're | ooking at here?

MR. PARKER Yes, |'d be happy to. The

colums, and fromthe period, the historic
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drawi ngs, they were 14 feet 6 inches in dianeter
and 166 feet high, and they were not -- they
wer e beyond the Menorial Bridge, and they were
272 feet apart.

And that really has not been
recogni zed, the fact that they didn't bl ock
anything, either in their dinension or in their
pl acenent .

And the other thing that | would note,
apropos of that, is that if you conpare them
with the arch, the arch is 170 feet wi de and 90
feet deep. Conpare the mass of that with a
colum that is only 14 and a half feet w de.

COW SSIONER CASH:  So -- and you said
the colums were nore than 270 or sonething |ike
that feet apart fromeach other. So | was up at
Arlington House this norning and | ooki ng down
the hill and | ooking at sone of the graphics
that we had in the slide deck.

The archway seens to really blot out
fromup there the view of the Lincoln Mnorial,

but I'"mgetting the sense that fromthis
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picture, the two colums are far enough apart
that if you were up at Arlington House, |I'm
guessing it would nore likely kind of franme the
Li ncoln Menorial than block out the image. |Is
that fair to say?

MR. PARKER  That's absolutely correct.
And that's what they were intended to do, to
frame the view

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: M. Parker, |'mjust
curious. The 1924 conmm ssion report nmakes
reference to, | think it's called the July 9th
colum in Paris, or the July colum in Paris. |
know that that colum has sort of an interior
staircase. Do you know if that was a piece of
the original design of these two colums, or
were they just closed off architectural features
or what were they supposed to be |Iike as
pl anned?

MR. PARKER  The drawings that |'ve
seen didn't show any internal staircases in
them Yeah.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, sir. Are
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there any other questions for M. Parker?
Heari ng none, thank you again, sir.

And with that, we'll proceed to our
next five wtnesses, who are Paul Romano,
Victoria Fox, Stephen Rhodes, Shady Mgally, and
Davi d Wei nberg. M. Romano, | believe, is here
With us in person. Sir, you have three m nutes
to provide your testinony, and pl ease proceed
whenever you're ready.

MR ROVANO If we can get the
m crophone to work, right? |Is it working?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Loud and cl ear.

MR ROVANO kay. M nane is Paul

Ant hony Romano I11. | live in Springfield,
Virginia, and I'ma Vietnamveteran. | was a
medic in Vietnam | flew nedevac in air rescue.

|'ve never protested for or against
anything in nmy life, but now at 76, |'m stepping
forward. | raised ny right hand and swore to
this docunent here in 1968, the Constitution of
the United States, to protect it against all

foreign and donestic enem es, and woul d bear
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al l egiance, true faith and all egiance, to the
sane that | will obey the orders of the
President of the United States and the officers
above ne, according to reqgqulations and the

Uni form Code of MIlitary Justice.

Here today, | stand in strong
opposition to the building of the arch at
Menorial Circle. It is nothing nore than an ego
arch for the current occupant of the Wite
House. It's a slap in the face to every veteran
who is laid at rest, not only at Arlington, but
every national cenetery around the world.

In 1994, | had the great privil ege and
honor to attend a reunion for all the veterans
who fought in Italy in Wrld War |1, ny stepdad
bei ng one of them who also received the Silver
Star, two bronze nedals for valor, and was a POW
for a short period of tine.

| spent 16 days with the greatest
generation of nmen and wonen who were call ed and
they stood the watch. Just like all the

i ndividuals that are laid to rest at Arlington
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Nati onal Cenetery, they all stood the watch.

| have personal friends there, guys I
grew up with, went to high school with, junior
hi gh school here in Arlington, guys |ike Andy
Castel da, Sean Mashburn, Jerry Lockridge, John
W Kennedy, Roger Holyfield, and Butcher Hall.
These young nen that | grew up with, but woul d
never have the chance to grow old with them and
soneday | will be laid to rest as well at
Arlington.

Only Congress can approve the buil ding
of this arch. This adm nistration has bypassed
every legal process in any project they have
wanted to do in Washi ngton, by adding the
current occupant's nane to the Kennedy Center,
tearing down the East Wng of the Wiite House,
whi ch they said they wouldn't touch, to build
the big beautiful ballroom They were only
going to use private donations. And a certain
nmenber of the Senate wants to pass a $1 billion
| egislation to add funds to the big beautiful

bal | room
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It is time to put this nadness to stop.
When the legislation was introduced in Congress
for the first tinme for the Wrld War 11
Menorial, it was 1987. Then simlar |egislation
was brought forth in '89, '91, and '93. In '93,
President dinton signed Public Law 103-32,
aut horizing the Anmerican Battle Mynunent
Comm ssion to establish a Wrld War 11 Menori al
in the District.

Not to bore you with a | ot of other
dates, but from 1987 until Novenber 11, 2000,
bef ore groundbreaking started. It took 13 years
to approve it, and then took another four years,
and it was dedicated on May 29th, 2004. So from
the tinme the first legislation to its dedication
was 17 years, not a few nonths.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: M. Romano, |'m
sorry, but your tinme has expired, sir.

MR. ROVANO Thank you. | appreciate
it. It's tine to stake a stand, |adies and
gentlenen. Stand the watch and turn the arch

down.
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you for your
testi nony, M. Ronmano, and thank you, as |I've
said to others, for your service to our country.
Next up, | believe we have Victoria Fox, who's
Wi th us virtually.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: | don't believe
Victoria Fox or Stephen Rhodes, our next
W tness, are here, so | believe we can nove on
to Shady M gal ly.

CHAI RMVAN SCHARF: | don't know whet her
Shady Mgally is -- M. Mgally, are you there?

MR. M GALLY: Yes, |'m here.

CHAl RMVAN SCHARF: Okay. You have three
m nutes to provide your testinony. Please
proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. M GALLY: Good afternoon, Chairnman
and Conmm ssioners. M nanme is Shady Mgally. |
am an Anerican architect and founder of M
| nnovations, with nore than 22 years of
pr of essi onal experience in architectural design
across nmultiple countries.

| want to begin by saying that | fully

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

support the vision of creating a nonunental arch
to celebrate Anerica's 250t h anniversary, but
not inits current form It would be a m ssed
opportunity to rely on copying histori cal

Eur opean | andmar ks, especially the Arc de
Trionphe in Paris, and then add a w nged statue
to achi eve a height of 250 feet.

We are a nation of innovators and
| eaders, capable of creating our own history and
conpl eting what our ancestors began.

| believe this historic opportunity
deserves a uniquely Anmerican sol ution that
reflects our identity, culture, synbolism
I nnovation, and | eadershi p.

As an architect notivated by patriotism
and professional commtnent, | devel oped and
submtted an alternative American design that
responds directly to the Conm ssion of Fine
Arts' recent feedback and public concerns. The
proposal preserves the historic sight |ines and
vi sual relationship anong Lincoln Menorial,

Arlington House, and Arlington National Cenetery
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t hrough a nore open architectural formthat
frames these | andmarks rather than conpeting
with them

It also inproves visitor circul ation
and safety through dedi cated drop-off areas and
short underground access to reduce conflict with
traffic, while enhancing the public experience
Wi t h nuseum spaces and panoram c rooftop
observation towers.

Most inportantly, the design creates a
meani ngful civic tradition. Every July 4th at
noon, sunlight accesses through a calibrated
oculus in the arch roof and illum nates our
stone datum on the ground, inscribed with words
fromthe Declaration of |ndependence.

I n that nonent, architecture, history,
sci ence, and national nenory cone together in a
shared public experience, a renewed rem nder of
the ideals on which this nation was founded, and
what Lincoln | ater described as a new birth of
freedom

This woul d becone a gl obal event,
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drawi ng the world's attention to this historic
nonment every year, one that honors our past,
i nspires our future, and gives the Anerican
people a civic tradition that bel ongs uni quely

to them and a source of pride for generations

to cone.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Mgally. | wanted to, also, thank you for -- |

know you sent a few hard copies of your proposal
to us here at NCPC. |'Ill make sure that we
deliver at |east one of those to the project
t eam

| reviewed it with a nunber of ny
fell ow comm ssioners early, earlier today, and |
appreci ate the obvious attention that you paid
to -- or the attention that went into creating
t hat proposal.

COW SSI ONER DI XON: M. Chai rman?

CHAI RMAN SCHARF:  Yes. Conmi ssi oner
Di xon?

COWM SSI ONER DI XON: |s there a chance
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we can share an inmage of that with the -- with
us today? Can he share an imge of that?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: M. Mgally, do you
have the ability to bring up a digital inmage of
your proposal right now? O naybe you coul d
emai |l us the deck that you sent us, and we can
circulate that to the Conmm ssion.

MR. M GALLY: | can --

M5. HOTTEL-COX: We're not able to
share during the neeting, but we -- | believe,
M. Mgally, you shared the inmage with your
testinony, and it is already online.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ch, great.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: So i ndivi dual
comm ssioners can view it there.

COMM SSI ONER DI XON: It woul d be useful
If the public could see it. It's a public
forum The public should be able to see it, |
woul d t hi nk.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: It's on the website.
The public can see it on the website, as well.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Meghan's saying it's
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publicly accessible, Conm ssioner Dixon. |Is

that sufficient or --

COW SSIONER DI XON:  I''m not happy with
it, but that seens to be the direction. If |
wer e maki ng the presentation, | would have had
an i mage behind ne, around ne. It sounds |ike

iIt's very creative, and it would be interesting
for everybody to see at one tine, rather than be
driven to a conputer to have to look it up and
see it but --

MR M GALLY: | have it, and | tried to
put it as a background, but | see that it has
nore details that should be shown directly with
you. And | can share any of this presentation,
or just an imge of that design, if you would
like.

COW SSI ONER DI XON: Wl I, yeah, |
think we can get it. | can get it. | know I
can get it, but the public is | ooking at this,
will not seeit, and it's too bad. No matter
how detailed it is, at |east the i nage would

have been good to show but |'mnot critical of
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you. Thank you for your testinony, and your
effort. Thank you.

MR. M GALLY: Thank you. Appreciate

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.

M gal ly, and thank you, Conm ssioner Di xon.
David Wi nberg, | believe, is next, and |
believe M. Winberg is with us in person. M.
Wei nberg, you have three mnutes to provide your
testinony, and pl ease proceed whenever you're

r eady.

MR, VEEI NBERG. Thank you very nuch.
Can you hear ne?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

MR. VEI NBERG  Good afternoon, nenbers
of the Commi ssion. M nane is David Wi nberg,
and | am a resident of Washington, D.C

| am here today to strongly oppose the
proposed 250-foot United States Triunphal Arch
at Menorial Crcle. This project is a radical,
unprecedent ed m stake that threatens

Washi ngton's historic skyline, bypasses
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denocratic oversight, and creates i medi ate
publ i c hazards.

The nobst urgent issue is the sheer
vi sual disruption, as many have stated already.
At 250 feet tall, this arch will conpletely
dwarf the 99-foot Lincoln Menorial. It destroys
the sacred, quiet access connecting Arlington
Nati onal Cenetery to the Lincoln Tribute,
inserting a loud visual barrier into a | andscape
meant for solemm reflection.

This ignores a core |lesson fromthe
historic McMIlan Plan. Over a century ago,
pl anners intentionally rejected nassive entrance
columms on the Virginia side of the bridge,
specifically to protect the quiet harnony of
this very skyline.

Compoundi ng the design flawis a deeply
fl awed process. The project deliberately avoids
standard public input and historic preservation
reviews. |t faces active federal lawsuits from
veterans and direct opposition from | awrakers

because it circunvents the denocratic oversight
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requi red of our public spaces.
Finally, we cannot ignore the severe
public practical hazards. Menorial Crcle is a
vital high-speed traffic roundabout for tens of
t housands of daily commuters. Placing a ngajor

tourist attraction here w thout pedestrian

safety studies will cause severe gridl ock and
put mllions of visitors in direct physical
danger.

W nust not trade a century of
carefully cultivated civic harnony for short-
term monunentalism | urge the Conm ssion to
reject this proposal. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you. Thank
you, M. Winberg. Do any conm ssioners have
any questions for these five witnesses or the
previ ous group of w tnesses? Hearing none,

t hank you all very nmuch. W'IlIl nove on at this
point to our next set of w tnesses, who are
Holly Fletcher, Elizabeth Finn, Steven Eubank,
Robert Harris, and Law ence MacDonal d.

Ms. Fletcher, | believe, is here with
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us in person. M am you have three m nutes.
Pl ease proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. FINN:. Thank you. M nane is Holly
Berkeley Fletcher. | hold a Ph.D. in Anerican
hi story, specializing in the CGvil Wr.

| strongly object to the building of
t he proposed arch because it is an affront to
the history and neaning of the site. In 1864,
General Montgonery M egs nade a deliberate
decision to bury Union dead at the Arlington
estate of his fornmer friend and nentor, Robert
E. Lee, whom he considered a traitor to the
United States, and he was.

M egs wanted to send a nessage both to
Lee personally and to the nation about the
rebellion's high noral and human cost. Decades
| ater, the McM Il an Conm ssion approved a | ong
overdue plan for Washi ngton based on the
original design of Charles Pierre L' Enfant, who
notably is, also, buried at Arlington.

The Lincoln Menorial was purposely

placed in the direct sight line of Lee's hone
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and the graves of the first Union soldiers
buried there, with the nenorial bridge
connecting the two as a synbol of Union
reconciliation and the high price of freedom

This site was never neant to be
triunphal, but rather sonber, reflective, and
prof ound, nmuch |ike Lincoln's second inaugural
and Gettysburg addresses, which are etched into
the walls of his nenorial.

In light of other actions taken by this
adm nistration, | can't help but conclude the
arch is part of an intentional revision of
history in which the gravity of insurrection is
mnimzed, the violence of right supremacy is
sanitized, and the anniversary of our hard-won
denocracy becones an occasion for cowardly
avoi dance of the painful |essons of the past.

Qur triunph as a nation isn't
represented by an overconpensating, inperial-
| ooking arch. Qur triunph is and ever wll be
enbodi ed only by our commtnent to becomng a

nore perfect Union. The accurate, reverent
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remenbrance of the tragedy of the Cvil War and
the racial oppression that caused it, as well as
our nore general allegiance to the truth, is
vital to our republic's endurance.

| am also, a forner ClA anal yst
wor ki ng on Africa who was raised in Kenya under
a dictatorial reginme. This arch rem nds ne nore
of the bombastic, self-aggrandizing displays of
the African strongnen | have observed than the
expression of a mature, dignified denocracy
whose greatness has been proven over tine
through the fulfillnment of and fidelity to its
foundi ng princi pl es.

Thank you for this opportunity.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
Fl etcher, and thank you for your service in our
intelligence community. Elizabeth Finn is next.
Ms. Finn is representing the Third Act DW.

Ma'am you'll have five mnutes to
provi de your testinony, and pl ease proceed
whenever you're ready.

M5. FINN: Thank you. Can you guys

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

127

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

128
hear nme?

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Yeabh.

M5. FINN. My nane is Elizabeth Finn.
You can call nme Lisa, and |'mpart of Third Act
DW. [It's an elder group that's focused on
denocracy and climate. | live in Virginia,

Al exandri a.

We're folks that skew older. W're in
our third act, so to speak. W are nmade up of
veterans, historians, teachers, nurses, doctors,
Peace Corps volunteers, artists, and everything
i n between.

And we're all agreed that this is not
the time to build anything in Menorial Grcle,
and in particularly a nonstrous arch that is
basically a vanity project of one man who acts
i ke a king.

| f you are standing on Menorial Circle,
and |'ve stood there quite a lot in the past few
nont hs, the proposed grassy area for the arch,
you are standing on Piscataway and Powhat an

| and.
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On one side of the bridge is Arlington
Cenmetery. On this side of the bridge is
Arlington Cenetery where nmany buried there died
fighting fascismduring Wrld War ||

On the other side of the Menori al
Bridge is the Lincoln Menorial, a nenorial to
the president who declared that all nen are
created equal .

So many peopl e here have already spoken
t he best they can about why the arch shoul d not
be built. Al the architects here have nade
very good conpelling argunents of this, and we
do not know where the noney will be com ng about
this -- to build this arch. If private
donati ons, corporations hoping to do nore
busi ness with the governnent will gladly grease
the palmof the President, pay their way, and
reap benefits fromno-bid contracts and no nore
| awsuits against them This is not the Anmerican
way .

| f the noney cones from national park

entrance fees, which we know sone of that noney
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Is going to the pool, the reflecting pool, there
already is a shortage of park rangers in our
nost beautiful and popul ar parks in the country,
and there's a | ot of maintenance that still
needs to be done.

Short-termgain, replacing long-term
and for what. And if the noney cones fromthe
budget, let us say Medicaid and food stanps,
research funding for all kinds of things would
be elimnated. How does that | ook to folks
struggling just to put food on the table,
really.

Qur country is not nade of one man, it
I's made of people. W do not need this
nonstrosity of an arch that is built -- to be
built. Thank you for listening, and | hope you
all make the right decision to not approve this
ar ch.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms. Finn.
Next up, we have Steven Eubank, who I believe is
In person, as well. M. Eubank, you have three

m nutes to provide your testinony, and pl ease
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proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. EUBANK: |'m here today
representing ny famly and cl ose rel atives,
seven of whomwould, |I'msure, be here if they
weren't interred in the hallowed ground of
Arlington National Cenetery, along with nore
t han 400, 000 ot hers who serve their country
def endi ng our freedom and denocracy.

The proposed nonunental arch will be a
nmonunent al di sgrace to the nation and a
nonstrous insult to the heroes in the cenetery.
| hope those of you foisting it on us wll be
haunted forever by the ghosts of these 400, 000.

Like the majority of the planning
comm ssion, |I'mnot an architect, but ny
architect brother says, quote, architecturally,
it's so awmful it doesn't nmerit an architectural
critique. It couldn't possibly be nore
uni magi native or unoriginal or uncreative.

At nearly doubl e the maxi mum hei ght
al l oned under D.C.'s Height of Buildings Act,

it's intentionally designed to obstruct views of
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the Lincoln Menorial, but highlight the Lee
Mansi on, the former honme of the mlitary | eader
of a war against the United States that was
fought to mai ntain sone people's clains that
t hey owned ot her humans.

Maybe you don't realize that Congress
established the Lee Mansion Menorial to honor
his role in, quote, pronoting peace and reunion

followng the Gvil War, and that Menorial

Bridge was built to be a literal bridge spanning

t he gap between Lincoln and Lee and between us
as Anericans to signify that we could heal the

wounds of that war.

| agree that it's a good idea to create

a nonunent to commenorate the 250th anniversary
of our founding, but this is not the way to do
it.

There's been no public input, no
consi dered planning. The majority of Americans
don't want this thing. How does that befit a
denocratic nation's 250th anni versary.

In ny witten remarks, |'ve noted the
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pl anni ng and conpl eti on dates for nonunents on
the Mall. Here are ny take-hone nessages from

t hat .

Presidents don't get to build nonunents

to thenselves, nor do they define their own

| egacies. Instead, we as a nation have clear
processes to deci de who to honor and how.

Pl anni ng and construction takes decades. Wy
the rush in this case. Because, as Trunp

hi mself admtted, this is not a nonunent for the
nation, but for hinself.

There's no one | ess deserving of a
menorial than the man who perpetrates fraud on
our courts in order to avoid $100 million in
back taxes and to pay off insurrectionists for
| oyalty to himabove country.

There's no one | ess deserving of a
menorial in this spot than the nman who tried to
use graves of those he calls suckers and | osers
as the backdrop for a canpaign ad.

There's no one | ess deserving to be

honored with a statue of Lady Liberty than a man
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134

stories of those buried at Arlington who were

i mm grants, who held at |east 39 distinct sets

of religious beliefs, and who were of all races,

genders, and skin colors.

Let himbuild it at Mar-a-Lago, and

"Il pay for a plaque to go wth it, reading, ny

name i s Ozymandi as, king of kings. Look on
wor ks ye mghty and despair. O, even nore
appropriate, give hima bouncy castle in
Menorial Circle that captures his total
di srespect for this country and its people.
can deflate and renove it the day he | eaves
office at no cost to the taxpayer.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Eubank. Next up we have Robert Harris, who
believe is in person, as well. M. Harris,
have three m nutes whenever you're ready to

pr oceed.

ny

you

MR HARRIS: Hello, can you hear ne?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: We can hear you,

sir.

VMR. HARRI S: Oh, never been in front of
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people like this before in ny life. | want to
t hank the Comm ssion for letting all these
wonder ful peopl e cone and speak.

| have never done this before, but I've
put up a ot of stuff in the last six or seven
years, eight years, and this ground that he
wants to build this nonunent on is so sacred,
It's not to be there.

| say with that gentlenen let's nove it
to Mar-a-Lago, and we'll put it there on top of
his pool, and maybe he'll like it there better.
But thank you so much for not letting this
happen, because |'m counting on you not to |et
this happen. [|'m done.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Harris. Next up we have Law ence MacDonal d.
M. MacDonald, | believe, is here in person as
well. Sir, you have three mnutes to provide
your testinony whenever you're ready.

MR. MACDONALD: Three m nutes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Three mnutes, that's

what | sai d.
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MR, MACDONALD: No, it just started at
t wo.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Onh, I'msorry, |
didn't see that. You have three m nutes.
Whenever you're ready, sir.

MR. MACDONALD: Law ence MacDonal d, |'m
a volunteer with Third Act, a novenent of old
Aneri cans working to protect denocracy and a
livable planet. As elders, we are deeply
concerned about the legacy we will leave to
t hose who cone after us, our children, our
grandchi | dren, and future generations.

| invite each of you comm ssioners to
t hi nk about your own | egacy as you consi der your
vot e.

This is not the first tine that an
autocrat has tried to build a nmassive arch at
the heart of a global capital. Htler first
sketched his idea for a massive, triunphal arch
In 1926. In 1939, Hitler's favorite architect
presented himwth a scale nodel for his 50th

bi rt hday.
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Phot ographs of Hitler admring his
nodel and Trunp showi ng off the nodel of his
arch are eerily simlar. As you can see from
t hese draw ngs, the resenbl ance is indeed
stri ki ng.

Both were designed to dwarf their
surroundi ngs and to be several tinmes bigger than
existing inperial arches in London, Paris, and
Ronme. The resenblance is not a coincidence.
Trunp and his ex-wi fe |vanka have both said that
he once kept a book of Hitler's speeches beside
hi s bed.

There's another strange simlarity
bet ween these two arches that will ever be
built. Plans for Htler's arch were scrapped
when the Nazis were defeated in 1945.
Thankfully, the end of Trunp's reign wll be
| ess dramatic and | ess bl oody but one way or
another, his tinme as our nation's | eader wl|
end well before this nonstrous arch can be
conpl et ed.

G ven the overwhel m ng public
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opposition to the arch, it is very unlikely that
his successor will decide to pursue the project.

The questi on before you comm ssi oners
today then is not the future of the arch. It's
your personal |egacy. Each of you will decide
how you want to be renenbered. |If you vote in
favor of the arch, you wll cast your |lot on the
wrong side of history. Your friends and your
rel atives, your children and your children's
children will be ashanmed of your action.

You can avoid this fate by voting
against the arch. This wll not be w thout sone
cost to you. Mst of you sit on the Conm ssion
because you were appoi nted by Donald Trunp. He
will probably fire you. He maght call you a
mean nane. | urge you to grow a spine. These
consequences are tiny conpared to the price paid
by many ot hers who have stood up to tyranny,

i ncl udi ng the 400, 000 Anericans who died
fighting fascists in Wrld War 11, thousands of
whom are buried in Arlington Cenetery.

Be brave. As you decide how to cast
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your vote, | urge you to reflect upon your

| egacy and vote against this nonstrous fasci st

arch.

COW SSI ONER BLAIR:  Isn't it nice that
the gentl eman thanked the sol diers who died just
so that he can call his countrynen fascists and
Nazis. That's a shaneful display. A shaneful
di splay. But you know what, you have the ri ght
to do it.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,

Comm ssioner Blair. Do any comm ssioners have
any questions for this previous set of

W t nesses? Hearing none, we'll nove on to the
next set. Those are John Ayers, Rebecca Ml ler,
Kevi n Wheel er, Adrian Liaw, and Patricia
McQuire.

Agai n, excuse ny pronunciations if any
of those were inaccurate. M. Ayers is here
wWith us in person. Sir, you have three m nutes.
Pl ease proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. AYERS: Thank you. Can you hear
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: We can hear you.

MR. AYERS: Ckay, thanks. This is a
| esson in signing up early because | have
virtually nothing to add to what's been spoken
so el oquently and powerfully here today in
opposition of the arch.

Even after goi ng down nmany rabbit
hol es, | appreciate what you said, M. Chairnman,
about the rabbit holes you' ve been goi ng down.
|'ve done the sane thing for the | ast few weeks,
trying to educate nyself about this.

So, I'lIl try to stick to just a few
things that |'ve | earned since others have
spoken so wel | .

One is to focus on the Conprehensive
Plan for the national capital. The Conm ssion
Itself has described that plan as, quote, the
deci si on-maki ng franework for conm ssion actions
on plans, proposals, and policies submtted to -
- for its review

Fromny interpretation, and |I'm not an

architect, the Conprehensive Plan contains at
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| east 12 nunbered policies that call for
rejection of this proposal. That includes,
they're all initials, but they're all publicly
avai |l abl e, UDB1, B3, B4, B5, HPA2, D3, Al, A2,
POSAL, A2, C5, and C6.

In fact, as the applicants have
docunented in their owm materials, they violate
several of these policies by denpnstrating a
visual incursion into a formally designated,
nationally regi stered, what's known as a
preem nent wat er shed.

One last principle that | think is
rel evant here today is in the historic
preservation elenent of the plan, and it states
that, quote, the comm ssion recognizes that
sustained citizen engagenent in the public
process is fundanental to the broad acceptance
of preservation deci sions.

The public comment before the
Comm ssion of Fine Arts on this proposal and the
comments here today, and in other places,

refl ect near-unani nous opposition fromthe
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citizens of Washi ngton and el sewhere and ot hers.

That record is part of the
adm ni strative history of this proposal, and the
Comm ssion should weigh it accordingly, not as a
popul arity contest, but as evidence that the
broad acceptance the plan identifies as
fundanmental to legitimate historic preservation
deci si ons has not been achi eved. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. Ayers.
Next up, | believe we have Rebecca Ml er,
representing the D.C. Preservation League, who's
wth us virtually. M. MIller, can you hear ne?

M5. MLLER | can. Thank you,
Chai r man.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: You have five m nutes
whenever you're ready to proceed, and pl ease go
ahead.

M5. MLLER  Thank you very nuch. Good
aft ernoon, Chairman and nenbers of the
Comm ssion. M nanme is Rebecca MIller. | am
the Executive Director of the D.C. Preservation

League.
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W were founded in 1971, and we've
spent over five decades advocating for the
protection of WAashington's historic and built
environnent. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today.

|"d, also, like to note that I amthe
daughter of a Vietnamveteran who is buried in
Arlington National Cenetery. He received a
Purple Heart and a Conbat |nfantry Badge.
Pierce Charles L'Enfant, grand design for
Washi ngton, D.C., created in 1791, was heavily
i nfl uenced by the European Baroque tradition.

Thi s included features such as
radi ati ng avenues and nonunent al gat eways t hat
synbol i zed power and prestige. However,

L' Enfant's vision did not account for the future
realities of American history, particularly the
Cvil War and the | ater devel opnent of the
National Mall's western access.

| bring this to |light because of all
the i mges that were presented in your packets

of precedence to, of arches and ot her nonunent al
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gateways to Washington, D.C. The viewshed, as
we're discussing it, was intentionally crafted
by the McMIlan Conm ssion in the early 20th
century and highlighted in the Lincoln Menori al
Comm ssi on Report of Decenber 5th, 1912.

The report states, if a nenorial bridge
to Arlington is built directly connecting, as
shown on the general plan, the Lincoln Menori al
site wwth the ground containing the dust of
t hose who gave the last full neasure of devotion
to their country, it wll add to the neaning and
solemity of both places.

Mor eover, |linking together the District
of Colunbia with Virginia, it could serve as a
stri king synbol of reunion between the north and
the south, a nost appropriate synbol leading to
and fromthe nenorial of the man who said in his
first inaugural address, we are not enem es but
friends. W nust not be enem es.

The definition of a precedent is an
earlier action, event, or decision that serves

as an exanple or guide for subsequent simlar
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situations. It acts as a benchmark, show ng

t hat because sonet hing was done a certain way in
the past is the proper way to handle simlar

ci rcunstances in the future.

We have no precedent for an arch in
Washi ngton. All arches have been concepts. The
I mages the applicant included are not
precedents. They are conceptual proposals, and
these are in the initial stage of the design
process where the core vision, purpose, and why
of the project are established.

It focuses on articulating broad
outlines of formand function before detail ed
devel opnent or actual execution begins. W have
these for many different concepts for Menori al
Bri dge over many, many years, none of which that
came to fruition

Arlington House and the surroundi ng
cenetery synbolize the conplex | egacy of the
Cvil War, representing both the Confederate
cause and the sacrifices nmade for the Union.

The clear sight line fromthe Lincoln Menori al
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to the historic site enbodies the aspiration for
nati onal healing and renenbrance, reinforcing
val ues of perseverance and hope for the united
future.

Any obstruction such as an arch or
ot her structure would disrupt the vital visual
connection, dimnishing the intended inpact of
the design. These issues would be discussed and
with the goal of avoiding, mnimzing, or
mtigating through the Section 106 process, a
process that has not yet taken place.

What we don't want to hear fromthe
applicant is that, well, CFA approved it, NCPC
approved this in concept, so the opinions of
DCPL, the D.C. State Historic Preservation
O ficer, the National Trust for H storic
Preservation, or other consulting parties are
I gnored because your Conm ssion has given it a
t hunbs up.

It's inportant that we have this
process going forward so that we can all |earn

what can be done at this site, if anything.
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That is what Section 106 is for, and as you have
heard, that process needs to take place before
this comm ssion approves this design and it
nmoves forward. Thank you for your tine.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
MIler. Next up, we have Kevin Weel er, who |
believe is here with us in person. | think
peopl e have been having nore success with the
handhel d, but pl ease proceed when you're ready.

M5. WHEELER: All right. M nane is
Kevin Weeler, and | wanted to ask nenbers of
t he Pl anning Conm ssion, please, to oppose the
desi gn, scale, and | ocation of the nonunental
arch. It is aesthetically unbal anced for the
site. The arch's scale is wong and too | arge,
dom nati ng surroundi ng sites, blocking existing
Vi ews.

The dom neering design and excessive
ornanentation, like any of the virtues of D.C.'s
architecture, did define its understated beauty.
The proposed arch would ruin the beautiful,

sinple, and elegant views fromthe Lincoln

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

147

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

148

Menorial to the hallowed ground of Arlington
Cenetery.

It is with good reason that veterans
are suing to stop the arch. | ask that the
record include a link to the Lieutenant Kenneth
Ot's March 23rd Post colum entitled Trunp is
the Biggest Threat to D.C.'s Architectural
Spl endor Since the War of 1812.

Kenneth Ot, the Post's Pulitzer Prize-
Wi nning art and architecture critic, provides an
i nformative overview of how D.C.'s beauti ful
urban plan and architecture was devel oped and
why the arch's design and | ocation fail.

As laid out in Kenneth Ot's columm, in
1806, Benjam n Latrobe, perhaps the first great
architect in Arerica as he describes it, wote a
letter to Congress. In it, he articul ated
foundational principles for the art, aesthetics,
and architecture of the new republic, which
recogni zed no kings, no absolute authority
beyond the |l aws of the Constitution.

Quote, nothing appears so clear, wote
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Latrobe, as that a graceful and refined
sinplicity is the highest achi evenent of taste
inart. Anerican buildings should be, quote,
chaste and sinple, and to ornanment themjust for
the sake of surface attraction was folly.

We find ornanents increase in
proportion as art declines or as ignorance
abounds. The arch's enornous scal e of 250 feet
woul d dwarf the el egant 99t h-century nenori al
bl ock and picturesque view of Arlington
Cenetery. The mle of open space between these
two Anerican historical and architectural
treasures is part of what nakes it beautiful.

It's hard not to wal k, bike, or drive
across the Menorial Bridge and not have a
visceral reaction to the beautiful views. It
never gets old. Well, why ruin that.

There are at |east 1,000 reasons to
oppose the nmonunental arch. As of April 16th,

t he Conm ssion of Fine Arts received 1, 000
comments, of which 999 were opposed, and one was

offering an alternative design.
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Further, under the Conmmenorative Wrks
Act, new congressional authority is legally
required to build a structure on protected
federal | and.

| recently saw an old press clip of
fornmer Texas Senator Lloyd Benson. He said he
asked hinself three questions when assessing the
merits of an issue. Does it work; do we need
it; can we afford it. If we were to apply that
test to the nonunental arch, the arch shoul d not
be approved either by the Comm ssion or
Congr ess.

No, the arch's design and | ocati on
don't work. No, we don't need the arch. No, we
can't afford the hundreds or hundreds of
mllions in construction. W can't afford the
mai nt enance in years to cone, especially at the
expense of existing parks and nonunents that are
al ready negl ect ed.

Public is against the arch. The scale
and the design don't work. It does not have

congressi onal consent, and therefore, it is
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against the law to nove forward. Please do not
approve this nonunental arch. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you for your
testinony. Next up, we have, I'msorry if |I'm
m spronouncing this, sir, but Adrian Liaw, who I
believe is with us virtually.

M5. LIAW Yes, it's Adrian Liaw
Sorry, | can't start ny video.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Li aw.

M5. LI AW Ch, yes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Excuse ne. Sorry.

M5. LIAW That's okay. That's all
right. 1t's no trouble.

Ckay. To the esteened nenbers of the
NCPC, | very nuch appreciate the opportunity.
As many others before ne have stated, this
proposed arch has arrogantly skipped many
legally required steps, as well as the checks
and bal ances our el ected Congress could have
provi ded.

Because of this, | respectfully urge
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t hat you guys oppose the proposed nonunent al
arch at Menorial Crcle. The arch, with its 250
feet in height and topped with these gil ded

scul ptures, would really overwhel mthe character
and the openness of the Menorial Crcle with the
conpl ete visual national significant |andmarks
i ke the Lincoln Menorial.

The strength of this | andscape has
al ways been, like, the clarity and the
synbolism and | loved driving across it. These
views, once they're interrupted, it can't be
undone. The damage will be there forever, and
It's supposed to be neani ngful when you drive
across it.

Menorial Circle currently serves as a
cerenoni al gateway to Arlington National
Cenetery. And this proposed arch introduces so
much ticketing facilities and silliness that
just doesn't go with the associ ated cal m and
historic reflective purposes of the site.

So many citizens, preservation

activists, veterans, architects, historians, and
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conmuni ty organi zati ons have expressed concerns
regarding project's location, scale, and inpact
on one of the nost neaningful cerenoni al

| andscapes.

Wi | e public opinion al one shouldn't
determ ne the outcone of this arch, | think that
t he consi stency that these people bring forward
really reinforced the need for careful
consi deration into what you're going to do here.

And this is a very nationally
significant site, and it should be. Your
Comm ssion has a responsibility to protect that
hi storic character of that synbolic neaning and
the long-termintegrity of the National Capital
regi on.

For these reasons, | respectfully
request that you guys reject this nonunental
arch before nore resources are wasted even
di scussing it. You have to preserve this
hi storic | andscape and these views that have
defined the Menorial Circle and the Arlington

Menorial Bridge for generations. Thank you for
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your consi deration.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you for your
testinony. Qur last witness on this project is
Patricia McQuire, who | believe is also with us
virtually.

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Patricia McCQuire
wasn't able to join, so we can nove on to
guesti ons.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. Wth that, do
any conmm ssi oners have any questions for this
| ast batch of wi tnesses? Hearing and seeing
none, that concludes the public testinony
portion of our consideration of this itemtoday.

Thank you to all of you who took the
time out of your schedules to cone testify. |
thi nk the opportunity for public comment on
projects like this is inportant. [t's sonething
that this conmm ssion always val ues, and | know
gi ven how busy fol ks' schedules are just in
general, taking tinme out of your day to sit here
for many hours, to have three mnutes or five

m nutes to provide testinony on sonething that's
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I mportant to you, | think it's a commendabl e act
of civic engagenent, and | sincerely thank you
all for being here.

Wth that, I'll ask the Conm ssion if
there is a notion to approve comments on the
concept plans for the new nonunental arch

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: So noved.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach. |Is there a second at this
time?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: | second.

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Second.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Commi ssioner. Wth that, with a notion on the
floor, I'll now open it up to the Comm ssion for
di scussion, and I'll start deliberations with
Comm ssi oner Bow on.

COW SSI ONER BOARON: Thank you,

Chai rman. Thank you for the presentation from
the staff and all the work that went into that.
Thank you for the applicant for engaging with

NCPC, and thank you to all the public that
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submtted witten and showed up today w th your
conment s.

|"'m here today to represent Secretary
of the Interior Doug Bergen regarding the
Comm ssion's review of this project. |
appreci ate the applicant's engagenent with the
Comm ssion at this early stage and the
t hought ful review provided by NCPC staff.

The recommendations outlined in the
staff report will help informthe next phase of
pl anni ng and ensure that inportant technical and
desi gn consi derations are appropriately
addressed as the proposal noves forward.

| support the NCPC staff
recomendati ons and appreciate the continued
coordination. | look forward to the review of
the additional information that was requested in
the report. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssioner Argo? |Is
Comm ssioner Argo still wth us?

COW SSI ONER ARGO: | am
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CHAI RMAN SCHARF:  Conm ssi oner Argo,

pl ease proceed if you have any comments.

COW SSI ONER ARG | don't have any
addi tional comments. | have been scribbling
for, what, a couple of hours taking notes. [|I'm

really struck by the, sort of, the width and
depth of the comments that we heard, the nunber
of people who are interested in this for all

ki nds of reasons, not just design but
functionality, appropriateness, all kinds of

t hi ngs.

It was -- | just appreciate all the
fol ks that have cone forward that have -- that
are focused on this and wanted their comments to
be considered by this Commssion. That's it.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you. Thank
you, Conmm ssioner. Vice Chairman Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RMAN LEVENBACH: Thank you,
M. Chairman, and thanks for all the comenters
who took the tinme to share your views.

So, | recogni ze that reasonabl e people

may have differing views about the ultimte
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design scale and details of a nonunental arch at
Menorial Circle, and those are precisely the
types of questions that should be explored

t hrough the Comm ssion's review process rather
than serving as a reason to halt consideration
at this concept stage.

So, Menorial Circle is one of the few
| ocations in the National Capital Region where
an iconic civic nonunent could be appropriate,
and as many noted, it serves as a cerenoni al
gateway to Arlington National Cenetery and one
of the nation's nost sacred | andscapes. The
site already carries extraordinary synbolic
wei ght, and it's reasonable to consi der whet her
a significant architectural statenent belongs in
such a location, but this proposal also
resonates with ne personally.

My father is a Vietnam War era veteran,
and he passed recently, and he'll be interred at
Arlington National Cenetery, and |ike nmany
Anerican famlies, ny famly regards Arlington

as a place of profound national significance, a
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pl ace where service, sacrifice, and nenory are
honor ed.

And for that reason, | take seriously
the responsibility to ensure that any addition
to this | andscape is worthy of that setting.

But at the sane tine, the presence of Arlington
does not require us to reject anbitious civic
architecture. To the contrary, sone of the nost
nmenor abl e and enduring places in the world are

t hose where architecture, synbolism and
national menory conme together in a powerful way.

So, the question before us today is not
whet her every aspect of this proposal has been
resolved. It is not. The question is whether
the concept nerits further study and refinenent,
and | believe that it does.

So, as this noves forward, a couple
things for the project proponents. | think it
warrants a close ook at the results of the
traffic study and whether it's better to route
people fromthe Menorial Drive part of the

circle rather than fromthe bridge, and so
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pl ease take a close | ook at that and eval uate
just how -- the best way to keep peopl e safe.

| think it would al so be interesting,
and we had soneone from NPCA here, it'd be
interesting to | ook at the nunber of visitors.
| don't know if fees would be charged. | know
there's a significant deferred mai ntenance
backl og of the National Park Service and the
extent to which the nmonunent woul d contri bute
toward the National Park Service and its
def erred mai nt enance backl og.

| know that's not a part of this --
it's out of scope here, but as a budget person,
|"mcertainly interested in that aspect, and
al so, of course, all the inportant issues that
were raised in the NCPC staff conments.

So, | appreciate your attention for
that, and | look forward to advancing this
concept and seeing the proposal further
devel oped.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Vice

Chai rman Levenbach. | woul d ask menbers of the
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public here to please be respectful when
comm ssioners make their comments in response to
this and ot her projects.

| think it's very inportant that this
Comm ssion be allowed to do the work that it
does, and for those of you who are opposed to
this project, | don't think you hel p your case
by heckling comm ssioners when they nake their
reasoned comments in response to the proposal
that's before us.

Wth that, Conmm ssioner Blair, are you
still wth us?

COW SSI ONER BLAIR: |I' m here,
Chai r man.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Do you have any
coments on this proposal ?

COMW SSI ONER BLAIR: My only comrent
really is that -- |I'mbeing asked to start ny
video. Sure. | can start ny video.

My only comrent is that | appreciate
t he di scourse -- the public discourse here.

Everybody has a right to do it, whether you're
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in favor or opposed, and | appreciate
architectural critiques or differences. | think
that's fine.

| think the personal attacks do a
di sservice to this process, and really just one
comenter in particular. So, | guess | wll
give credit to those who have kept the
di scussi on about the nerits of the project and
whet her or not they |ike the design, and
otherw se, | don't see how personal attacks are
warranted or even hel pful to this discussion.

In ny view, the fact that the scale is
so grand is part of the allure. People are able
to have different tastes in what they want to
see wwth the skyline of the city or otherw se.

| think that on our nation's 250th
birthday, it's a testanent to how big our nation
Is and how great it is, and | hope that arch is
standi ng a thousand years from now, should it be
conpleted, which | certainly hope it wll be. |
think it's a testanent to how great we are as a

country.
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Frankly, | think that's how the
President neans it, too. So, | amin support.
| look forward to the continued refinenent of
the project and, you know, certainly wel cone the
ongoi ng di scussion that we're going to have
here, but |'m supportive. | encourage others to
support it, as well.

And agai n, thank you to the nenbers --
t hose opposed to the project who have at | east
kept their comments reasoned and about the
subject matter at hand. | think that is the
Anerican way, and | commend you for keeping it
t hat way.

CHAI RVMAN SCHARF:  Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner | ngrassia?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Thank you,
Chairman Scharf. 1'd like to align nyself wth
the comments nade by both Comm ssioners
Levenbach and Conmi ssioner Blair.

|'"d |ike to conmend the project
managers of this for the |level of detail,

t horoughness, the tine, resources, and the
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anount of progress that has been nade over a
relatively short period of tine.

As the GSA rep standing in on this
Comm ssion, we have a notto at our agency call ed
Project 410, which is in reference to the anount
of time it took to build the Enpire State
Bui | di ng using 1930 technol ogy, only 410 days.

So, the fact that we're kind of
returning to those principles, making
significant progress over a conpressed period of
time, and nmaking a renewed conm t nent towards
revitalizing the city, not just with this
project, but with many ot her projects, the
Departnent of Interior and others, renewing a
city that has needed a lot of work, | think is a
great thing.

It's a forward-1| ooking perspective, and
| think having been on that tour, that wal king
tour this norning, having visited the Menori al
Crcle, it's definitely an area asking for
sonet hing grand and illustrious, and having, you

know, viewed the marvel ous vi ewsheds of our
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capital city atop Arlington H Il and Arlington
House, and just noticing, you know, the Lincoln
Menorial, the Jefferson Menorial, the Washi ngton
Monunment, the Capitol Building.

These are grand, beautiful structures
aligned with our founding father's vision for
this country, but | couldn't help notice that
many of these structures are over a century old.
You know, in that period of tinme, we have not
had great, massive building projects that really
glorify the Republic in a way that | think this
proj ect can do.

So, | really appreciate the work being
done here, the tinme, the energy, and, you know,
| see it as part of not just, you know, a
beautiful structure for tourists, but also part
of sonething that could really enliven and unify
the nation and bring beauty and spl endor and
pride in our country and our national identity
at a tine that's desperately needed for our
country during the 250t h anniversary

cel ebrati on.
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So, you know, | appreciate all the
that's been put in so far.

|, also, want to align with the coment
made by Conm ssioner Levenbach regarding, you
know, just sone additional information for our
Comm ssi on regardi ng, you know, how foot traffic
and congestion wll be managed in that area,
especially comng fromthe Washi ngton, D.C
Li ncol n Menorial Bridge.

You know, | just want to nake sure
that, you know, we account for the safety
measures and that we have a thorough and
detailed plan to ensure that foot traffic is
managed in a good way for this design but |
appreciate the tinme and the comments and | | ook
forward to hearing nore details in the weeks
ahead.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Commi ssi oner. Conm ssioner Di xon?

COMM SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes, M. Chairnman.
First, | want to thank the staff and those

wor ki ng on this because when we deal with these
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sensitive projects, it takes a delicate
managenent of the tools we have as a conm ssion
to do this.

| appreciate they always do a good j ob,
but it's nore difficult when these things are
sensitive.

|, also, want to align nyself with
Comm ssi oner Argo because | think we have to be
very, very sensitive to the comments that were
made. In fact, | support all the comments made
by all the Comm ssioners to date at this point
in terns of the deneanor and in terns of how we
need to be open.

And | think the staff has laid out the
ki nd of check marks that need to be addressed as
we nove forward. And | think that's where we
shoul d be noving forward with these check marks.

|, also, bring another dinension to
this. So, | have a brother buried at Arlington
Cenetery and |'ma veteran, aretired O6
Colonel in the Arny. So, | have -- I'ma

veteran |i ke those others who have spoken.
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So, we do need to be sensitive to their
I nput because of their service and their
perspective. So, let's nove forward and
hopefully we'll make sone right deci sions.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner Di xon. Comm ssi oner Cash?

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Thanks, M.
Chairman. And first of all, thanks as always to
the staff and thanks to all the comrenters this
afternoon and for all the questions. | think
there's been a | ot of thoughtful questions here
around the dais.

|'ve got to say, |'ve been really
struggling with this project. First, | want to
poi nt out, as has been pointed out in the staff
report, that this vote is not about approving
the arch. 1t's not about approving the size,
the scale, or any of that.

Ri ght now, we're asked to approve the
comments that are in the EDR so that the

applicant can cone back to us with additional
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i nformation for the future reviews but that

said, | do have a lot of concerns. [|I'm
concerned, as you m ght have noticed, by the

Hei ght of Buildings Act inplications here. |
think that's kind of a threshold issue that
hasn't been addressed yet but | also have a | ot
of the other substantive concerns that have been
rai sed here today.

So this norning, | was on that wal king
tour. It took a while to get up there, but we
got up to Arlington House. And one of the
things that | noticed was the Park Service
Rangers, because that's Park Service property up
there at the Arlington House, they were really
excited to tell us that this is not just GCeneral
Lee's house as what everyone thinks about it as.
It was actually George Washi ngton's adopt ed
grandson lived there, and it's by many peopl e
consi dered to be one of the first actual
menorials to George Washi ngton hinself before
the other nenorials were built. And that's a

fact that the Rangers were very, very proud of.
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But when we were standing up there, you
kind of | ook over down the hill, you | ook over
Arlington Cenetery, which is a nenorial to our
fall en heroes, you | ook down Menorial Avenue,

t hrough the Menorial Crcle, across the Menori al
Bri dge, and towards the Lincoln Menorial.

That's a | andscape that already neans a lot to a
| ot of people.

It's alnost a nenorial in and of
itself. It's a nmenorial |ooking from our
founder of the country to the unifier of our
country, north to south, and all the other unity
t hat goes toget her.

And that's kind of where |I'm having
trouble. 1Is this arch part of that nenori al
context. Is it going to be another nenorial in
there because we've been told today this didn't
go through NCMAC, it's not a nenorial.

So the applicant, the Departnent of the
Interior says the purpose of this is to
celebrate triunph to the Anmerican peopl e,

inspire patriotism and beautify the nation's
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capital. That's the applicant's statenent, but
it's not a congressional finding. It's not
sonet hi ng that cane through a nenori al

aut hori zation process.

It's obviously not sonething that's
been vetted through a broader public discussion
about what belongs in this | andscape, and |
think that's what |"mreally stuck on.

The EDR asks for inportant, albeit very
technical, information fromthe applicant, but
how will that information help ne evaluate this
project when it cones back before us.

Let's assune the traffic and the
pedestrian access works. Let's assune the FAA
signs off. Let's assune that historic
preservation i ssues are addressed.

Norrmal Iy when we're dealing on this
dais wwth a commenorative project, we have a
framewor k for understanding what the project's
trying to acconplish. W' ve tal ked about
nmenorials to fallen journalists recently, a

menorial to President Ei senhower was very big on
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this Conm ssion a few years ago.

W know what the nmenorial is about,
then we eval uate the design, the site, the
materials, and the visitor experience and how
all of that fits within the context of what the
menorial is.

This is the lens |'ve | ooked at every
ot her menorial or nmonunental project that's cone
through this comm ssion in 11 years |'ve been on
this comm ssi on, whether and why this project
bel ongs in this place and for what comenorative
purpose it serves.

Again, | want to thank the staff for
all their work on the presentation. None of ny
criticismhere lies with the staff. |It's really
on the applicant and the process or |ack of a
process that we've had here.

| hope the applicant conmes back to us
at our next neeting with sonme clarity, sone
aut hori zation, sone purpose |ike has been the
case wth every other nenorial before us; then |

can evaluate this project in that context that
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ment i oned.

Again, we can't approve or disapprove
this project today; that's not what's before us,
but I'"mgoing to be voting no on the comments in
the EDR because | don't think they can answer
the nore fundanental question about why this
project belongs in this place and that's a
threshold issue for ne. So thank you, M.
Chai r man.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner Cash. |s Conm ssioner Henderson
wth us? | don't believe so. Conmm ssioner
G acchetti is also not with us, so we wll
proceed with Conm ssioner Cozart.

COMM SSI ONER COZART:  Pi cking up where
Comm ssioner Cash left off, | also want to thank
the staff for the deeply anal ytical questions
that they're asking the applicant to respond to,
and as nornmal course, it's our expectation that
the applicant will respond thoroughly to those
and that they will go above and beyond to really

understand what are the sets of concerns that
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have been raised by this conm ssion, what are
the sets of concerns that has been raised in the
testinony, which I found very conpel ling.

And one piece of it that | do want to
lift up that's not enphasized as nuch in the
staff report is around the alignnment with the
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an.

M. Ayer's testinony really raised
that, and so ny hope is that the next tine the
proj ect cones before this comm ssion, should it
come back, would address those critical points
that were in that testinony in addition to
what's in the staff report.

| also look forward to and heard the
prom se that the Section 106 process will start
tonorrow, and that is critical as well and nust
be on a parallel path with what this conm ssion
is looking at.

So, those are ny comrents.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Thank you,
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Chairman. | want to thank the presenter for a
very professional presentation of this project
froma nei ghbor or fromthe nei ghborhood of
where this nonunment would sit.

W are very -- you know, it is sacred
ground that it sits next to. W have a sacred
m ssion to our nation fromthe Departnent of War
at the Pentagon that shares this ground, and so
we take great interest in this.

| want to thank the courage of the
public for their statenents today, particularly
those that respectfully raised their
perspectives of the inportance of this ground
and considerations for the Commttee.

| do want to thank the devel opers, and
we | ook forward to the devel opnent fromthe
concept for the safety, for the security of the
area, for the pedestrian access to the area we
think is very inportant, and | think well on
their way for a great concept for that access,
but we do |l ook forward to the refinenent of

t hat .
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So, | thank you for your tinme today and
for that presentation.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner .

Speaking for nyself, | would like to
echo what several previous conm ssioners have
said with respect to our staff's review and
presentation on this nmatter. As is their
custom | think it was outstandi ng.

|'d al so echo what sone previous
comm ssioners have said in that | think the
proj ect team has sone honework to do. | think
on the NEPA issues, the FAA issues, Section 106
I ssues, as Vice Chairman Levenbach rai sed sort
of the broader traffic picture here.

As | alluded to before, | think we'd
all like to see nore viewsheds. So, what w |
it look like fromthe top of the arch, from
ot her nmonunental -- from other nonunents within
D. C.

| think that's all necessary

information we'll need in order to reach our
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final decision here. Al that having been said,
| think that it is fitting and proper that we
comenorate the 250t h anni versary of our great
republic with a suitable piece of nonunent al
archi tecture.

D.C. has not, as Comm ssioner |ngrassia
said, had a major addition to its nonunental
pant heon, | guess you could say, in a very |long
tinme.

| think this is as good an opportunity
as any to add sonething to Washi ngton, D.C. that
wi |l hopefully stand the test of tinme and help
comrenorate what is truly a remarkabl e
acconpli shnent that our republic, by hook and by
crook, has stood together over this past two and
a half centuries.

PARTI Cl PANT: By crook, that's right.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Again, |I'd ask the
public to remain civil. | tried to respect
nmenbers of the public when they were speaking
and | would ask for the sane consideration.

|'d also note that within the field of
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cl assical architecture, the history of classical
architecture, arches are a traditional feature,
Many cities in America and around the world have
arches. Washington, D.C. currently doesn't.

And in light of that, | don't think the
addition of an arch to a classical or
neocl assically designed city is all that
remar kabl e froman architectural standpoint. |
think that it's -- | really don't appreciate the
heckling, but I'Ill continue.

The | ocation here is sonething that
many have criticized, but having visited
Menorial Circle nunerous tines, | think it cries
out for sonething. | think having an open
circle of grass at such a crucial juncture in
the overall skyline of Washington, D.C. and the
overall plan of Washington, D.C., really doesn't
make nuch sense.

Having said all of that, 1"mgoing to
vote to approve the proposed comments and
advance this project. Wen this project

hopeful Iy conmes back before us in the future, |
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think we'll have to tal k about sone of the

I ssues that Conm ssioner Cash raised,
particularly the Height of Buildings Act as |
alluded to at the outset of this neeting in ny
Chai rman' s Report.

But | would al so congratul ate the
project teamon a visually striking and quite
remar kabl e nonunent plan. And let's see how it
goes fromhere. But | support this project.
|'"'mexcited to see how it develops in the weeks
ahead. And | look forward to having the project
team back again in the future.

Are there any further questions or
comrents before we proceed to a vote? Hearing
and seei ng none, Madam Secretary, can you pl ease
confirmthe notion and the second and take the
vote by roll call?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Yes, the notion was
made by Vi ce Chairnman Levenbach and seconded by
Comm ssi oner Bow on. Comm ssioner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Yes.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Bruch?
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COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmi ssi oner
COW SSI ONER BOARON:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner

COW SSI ONER ARGO  Yes.

Levenbach?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner

COW SSI ONER BLAI R Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner
| ngrassi a?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A1 Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner

COW SSI ONER CASH:  No.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Thank you.
passes.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
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Bor on?

Argo?

MS5. HOTTEL- COX: Chai rman Scharf ?

Blair?

D xon?

Cash?

The notion

Madam
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Secretary. Wth that, we'll proceed to agenda
item 6B, which is a request to approve coments
on the draft Cvil War Defenses of WAshi ngton
CGeneral Managenent Pl an Anmendnent. And we have
Laura Shipman fromour teamto present on this
proj ect.

UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR,

NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE, NATI ONAL CAPI TAL REG ON,
Cl VI L WAR DEFENSES OF WASHI NGTON GENERAL
MANAGEMENT PLAN ANMENDIVENT

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Laura, please proceed
whenever you' re ready.

M5. SH PMAN:  Thank you. Good
afternoon, Chairman Scharf and Conmm ssi oners.
The National Park Service has submtted the
draft General Managenent Pl an Anendnent for the
Cvil War Defenses of Washi ngton, also known as
the Fort G rcle Parks.

The Commi ssion previously reviewed the
pl an concepts in May of |ast year, and the
appl i cant has been responsive to those comments

while noting the limts of the scope to high-
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| evel park managenent and uses.

Today, the Conm ssion is providing
draft master plan | evel review focused on issues
such as consistency with the Conprehensive Pl an,
hi storic preservation and environnent al
consi derations, viewsheds, and connectivity.

As background, the G vil War Defenses
of WAshington were built as a circle of
fortifications on high ground to protect
Washi ngton, D.C. during the Gvil War. The 1902
McM |l an Plan sought to revitalize these
negl ected areas by connecting the forts with the
par kway.

Wil e never fully realized, this
initiative spurred preservation efforts and
public investnent. By the md-20th century,

t hese battl eground remants were turned into
federal parks. And today, the parks forma

hi storic green belt with prom nent views to and
fromthe city.

The G vil War Defenses of Washi ngton

Ceneral Managenent Pl an anends the 2004 Fort

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

182

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

183

Crcle Parks General Managenent Plan to neet
current and future needs. NPS notes that the
city's recreational needs are growing with an

I ncreasi ng popul ation, and often the only | and
avai |l abl e i n sone nei ghborhoods for recreational
use is within the CGvil War Defenses of
Washi ngt on parKks.

Many of the open spaces within the
parks are also isolated and | ack connectivity
with other Cvil War Defenses park areas, to
community facilities, and to resources outside
of the parks.

In addition, significant archaeol ogi cal
and natural resources have been identified since
2004 that are |ocated outside of cultural and
nat ural resource managenent zoni ng desi gnati ons.

NPS Ceneral Managenent Pl ans typically
cover a broad area, providing high-Ievel
gui dance on | and managenent. These pl ans
I dentify managenent zones, which provide broad
direction for the use, maintenance, and

devel opnent of national parks. Specific site

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

pl anni ng and design then occurs at |ater stages
in the park planni ng process.

This is an overall map of the Gvil War
Def enses of WAshington project area. The
majority of the parks are located in the
district, with one |ocated in Maryl and, Fort
Foote, and one in Virginia, Fort Marcy.

The proposed nanagenent zone updates
are intended to enhance the visitor experience,
access, and recreation opportunities, while also
protecting natural and cultural resources. The
draft anmendnent retains nost of the existing
managenent zones fromthe 2004 Fort Circle Parks
Pl an, and introduces two new zones, including
the community garden and site-sensitive
recreation managenent zones, highlighted in
gr een.

For each managenent zone, the plan
i ncl udes an updated description, desired visitor
experi ence, desired resource condition, and
appropriate activities or facilities.

These managenent zone descri ptions
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touch on several issues raised by the Conm ssion
at concept review, including specific allowable
uses, viewsheds, and invasive plan control.

Wth the plan devel opnent, staff
recomends i ncluding a high-level sunmary of the
I nvasi ve speci es managenent approach for the
I ndi cat ed managenent zones to prevent overgrowth
in the future, and clarifications to the site-
sensitive recreation, and connecting corridor
managenent zone descriptions to align with the
focus area zoning maps that wll be shown in the
| ater slides.

In response to the Comm ssion's
previ ous comment reconmendi ng a continuous trail
network |inking the parks, the plan outlines an
updated route for the Potonmac Heritage National
Scenic Trail, connecting all the Gvil War
Def enses sites, shown as a dotted |ine.

The anendnent al so separates the parks
into four focus areas that geographically
encircle the capital fromwest to east. Staff

recommends the final plan include additional
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i nformati on describing why the nanagenent zones
were selected for each of the focus areas, to
hel p guide future planning and i nform

st akehol ders on the rationale for the specific
par k managenent desi gnati ons.

First, we will take a |l ook at the
George Washi ngton Menori al Parkway and Rock
Creek Park West focus area.

The draft plan includes side-by-side
maps of the existing and proposed nmanagenent
zone designations for each focus area. The
changes in this focus area are primarily to Fort
Reno, to add the site-sensitive recreation zone,
and addi tional comrunity and visitor uses, and
al so to desi gnate nmanagenent zones for parcels
not previously zoned.

Next is the Rock Creek Park East focus
area, which includes M ssouri Avenue, Fort
Sl ocum Fort Totten, and Barnard Hi |l Park.

The draft plan includes changes to
communi ty use-rel ated managenent zones for

recreation and community gardens, as well as a
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few areas for natural resource protection.

The next focus area is National Capital
Par ks East North, which includes Fort Mhan,

Fort DuPont, and Fort Stanton.

This area includes a range of added
managenent zones to expand recreation
opportunities and connectivity. O particular
note, the managenent zoning option supported by
t he Conm ssion was selected for Fort DuPont,
whi ch includes the addition of a connecting
corridor managenent zone to all ow opportunities
for increased nmultinodal connectivity and safety
around and through the park.

And finally, the National Capital Parks
East South focus area includes Shepherd Parkway
and Fort Foote. These parks have expanded
connectivity and cul tural resource nanagenent
zone updates, as well as added recreation
managenment zones.

In particular, the recreation
managenent zone has been applied to the Parkl and

Rehabilitation Area, which was previously
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approved by the Comm ssion. The Cvil War

Def enses of Washington sites touch all four
quadrants of the District, as well as parts of
Maryl and and Vi rginia.

At concept review, the Conm ssion
recomended continued coordi nation with | ocal
agenci es and encour aged partnerships to inprove
the Gvil War Defenses parks. NPS included this
future guidance in the Park Managenent
Operations and Safety section of the anmendnent.

A few other comments raised at concept
review were noted by the applicant to be outside
the scope of the plan and shoul d be consi dered
t hr ough ongoi ng coordi nati on and future
pl anni ng, including inprovenents to park
i nfrastructure and mai nt enance near public
transit, and safety and connectivity
enhancenents to the park's visitor attractions,
as outlined in Conprehensive Plan policies.
Staff al so recommends conti nued engagenent wth
adj acent conmuni ti es.

NPS rel eased the draft plan and
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envi ronnent al assessnent for a 30-day public
comrent period, which closes on June 15. The
Commi ssion did receive a letter fromthe
Commttee of 100 requesting that NCPC postpone
consi deration of the plan until next nonth.

However, | had an opportunity to speak
with a representative of the Commttee and noted
t hat NCPC recommendati ons need to be submtted
this nonth to be considered as part of the
current NPS comrent peri od.

This is also not the last tine the plan
amendnment will be reviewed by our Comm ssion.
Once NPS has incorporated changes and finalized
t he docunent, the Conm ssion will provide a
final review of the plan with consideration for
all of the public comments.

Wth that, staff recommends the
Comm ssi on approve the coments on the draft
CGeneral Managenent Pl an Anendnent for the G vil
War Def enses of Washi ngton, highlighted
t hroughout ny presentation and |listed on the

follow ng slides, and recommends the Comm ssion
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support the National Park Service's overall goal
to bal ance the protection of cultural and
natural resources wth expanded community uses
and i nprovenents to the visitor experience.

And that concludes nmy presentation.
Shana Scott, Rock Creek Park Deputy
Superintendent fromthe National Park Service,
wi |l now provide remarks on the plan. Thank
you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Laura.
Deputy Superintendent Scott, are you with us?

M5. SCOIT: Yes, sir, |'mpresent.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ma'am you can
proceed whenever you'd liKke.

M5. SCOTT: Thank you so nmuch. Good
afternoon to everyone. | would like to start
of f by saying thank you to the NCPC staff for
all of your work on this presentation, and thank
you to everyone for being here today.

As stated, ny nane is Shana Scott. |
am t he Deputy Superintendent of Rock Creek Park,

and |'"'mal so here on behal f of three
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superintendents responsible for the Gvil \Wr
Def enses of Washi ngton sites.

|"mal so joined by Christine Bruins,
Pl anni ng Portfolio Manager for the National
Capital Region, who is here to help answer any
qguesti ons about the plans.

Updati ng a general managenent plan and
zoni ng that supports it may not be the nost
visible or exciting work that we do, but it is
vitally inportant to the community. These
deci si ons hel p shape how we protect and steward
t hese extraordinary places for generations to
cone.

Over the years, we've heard a w de
range of perspectives fromthose focused on
preserving the historic significance of these
sites to those seeking a higher |evel of
devel opnental and broader recreational use that
better reflects the needs and expectations of
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods.

A shared thene throughout has been a

desire to see these sites renmain rel evant and
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cared for into the future. |In the 20 years
since the original managenent plan was adopted,
the communities surroundi ng these parks have
changed significantly and continue to evol ve

t oday.

Thr oughout this process, we | ook
thoughtfully at each site to ensure we are
protecting what nmakes these places feel --
excuse nme, feel special, while also identifying
opportunities to better serve the communities in
whi ch they exist.

Thi s plan anendnent | ays an i nportant
foundation for future projects and conti nued
partnership with the public as we nove forward.
We appreciate your tinme and engagenent, and we
| ook forward to your questions and di scussi on.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Deputy
Superintendent Scott, and thank you, Laura.
Sorry, did | say that before? [|'mnot sure, but
t hank you, Laura, for a conprehensive and

detail ed presentation as al ways.
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Do any conm ssioners have any questions
on this project, either for Laura or for the
Deputy Superintendent? Hearing none, | believe
we have one person signed up to testify publicly
on this, and that's Loretta Neumann,
representing the Commttee of 100.

Ms. Neumann, you have five m nutes.
Whenever you're ready to proceed, please go
ahead.

M5. NEUMANN:  Yeah, | was going to say
| was outside, and we couldn't hear nuch of what
was said. The thing is on, how do | know?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Well, the group is a
bit smaller now, so | think we can probably we
can probably all hear you, nma'am

M5. NEUMANN: Well, okay. Does this
wor k? Okay, thanks. Thank you very mnuch.

Thank you, M. Chairman and the nenbers of the
Conmi ssion. |'ve been here before, but it's
been a long tine, and |'m happy to be back.

|"m presenting this testinony on behal f

of the Committee of 100 on the Federal Cty.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

193

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

194

Establ i shed in 1923, the non-profit, non-
partisan Commttee of 100 is the ol dest citizen
pl anni ng organi zation in the nation's capital.

| ama long-tinme nenber, and also a
menber of the Alliance to Preserve the CGvil War
Def enses of Washi ngton, an outgrowth of the
Comm ttee of 100, of which |I am co-founder and
past president, and | also want to add that when
| first joined the Commttee of 100, Libby Rowe,
former chair of the NCPC, a wonderful woman, was
the chair of the Commttee of 100, and | got to
be with her for about a year at the end of her
term

The Comm ttee of 100 has a | ong-
standing commtnent to protect the Gvil War
Def enses of Washington. W were the only
organi zati on that provided conprehensive
coments on the National Park Service's first
CWW that's what we call it, managenent pl an,
finalized in 2004.

The current draft plan has nuch to

conmmend and cont ai ns useful information. | t
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totals over 100 pages, and | printed them out

off of ny conputers, and |'ve been scanning them
all, and woul d gui de future nmanagenent of
approximately 1,315 acres with 18 historic forts
and other fortifications and contiguous areas,

so this is a major undertaking.

O great concern, however, is that many
of the 18 National Park Service forts are not
addr essed because, as they say, the new plan is
an anendnent to the old one. On Page 7, the
pl an states, for the purposes of this docunent,
the CWDW are grouped into four main areas, and
Laura nentioned those, wth associ ated focus
areas. Park properties that are within the
project area are not included; within the focus
area are shown bel ow and woul d not experience a
change i n nmanagenent zones.

So the first time | started reading the
managenent plan, | thought, well, | don't
understand, this isn't all of our forts, and
sure enough, let nme turn ny page here, on Page 8

of the plan, the included areas are |listed, but
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many forts are left out.

A mgjor fort that is omtted is Fort
Stevens, the nost inportant of all. It was the
site of the only Gvil War battle in the
nation's capital. That was July 11th-12th,
1864, and the only tinme a sitting president has
come under -- that was Lincoln, has cone under
direct eneny fire while in a battle.

We are currently review ng the
excell ent staff report by Laura Shi pman. W
concur with nost of its findings and
recomendati ons. Unfortunately, however, it
states, and we've tal ked about this, quote,
there are no proposed changes to Fort Stevens
since the 2004 plan, so it is not included in
t he focus areas.

However, there have been a nunber of
changes to Fort Stevens over the |ast nore than
two decades, and |'ve been there every step of
t he way.

As | recall, in the early 2000s, there

was no community garden, and if the Park Service
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can show ne that there was, I'Il retract from
that, but that's what |I renmenber, and a swath of
| and adj acent to M ssouri Avenue was added to
Fort Stevens to prevent a nmjor devel opnent that
woul d have degraded the historic area, and |

hel ped with that as well. W got the National
Park Trust to buy this |land that was proposed
for a maj or devel opnent on | and that had never
been devel oped or dealt with -- handled in any
way since the Gvil War.

In addition, several years ago, a huge
bui | di ng was constructed adjacent to Fort
Stevens that offers potential for uses for
visitor services, and we actually do use it
every year in July. W have a commenoration of
that Battle of Fort Stevens. This year, it wll
be on July 11th, and |I hope sone of you m ght
want to conme, but it does offer potential uses
for visitor services, one of the things that the
Park Service has addressed, and |I'mreally
appreci ative of being able to study how we can

I ncrease the visitor services while protecting
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the natural and cultural and environnental
resour ces.

There are other issues, however, we
feel need to be exam ned, but the Park Service
has described this as a final chance to provide
I nput before they conplete the required reviews.

Par k Service announced their new
managenent plan on May 15th, allow ng only 30
days for public review, wwth a deadline for
coments June 15th. | didn't even see it until
May 18t h, and sone people thought the Commttee
of 100 was not invited to or not told about the
scopi ng session that was held a year ago, so
t hat has been brought to nmy attention that we
shoul d have been there, and | checked, and |
checked with our chairman and the previous
chai rman, and they have no record of receiving.
Do you mnd if I -- I'"'mthe only one speaking
today. Can | have a couple m nutes nore?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Yes. You can proceed
for a bit, but you know.

M5. NEUMANN: Wl |, anyway, what | want
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to say is that Comnmttee of 100 is commtted --
oh, first of all, this is inportant.

The chairman of the Commttee of 100
went to the Park Service and said, could you
extend the comment period. That's been done
before on projects, but they said they couldn't
at least until July 15th. That woul d give us
plenty of tine to do what we need to do to study
this plan, and she was told informally that the
Park Service m ght be able to extend the comment
period to June 24th, but that has not been
confirmed in witing, and indeed all interested
parties nust have the sanme opportunity if we
have it.

W are commtted to getting the Park
Service detailed, constructive coments, but
this will take tine and coordination to achi eve.

Meanwhi l e, we are also arranging for a
bus tour on Saturday, June 13th. That was in
hopes that the comment period woul d be extended,
but we'll still do it on June 13th, to visit

many of the forts to see their current state and
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to ascertain how the proposed plan woul d affect
t hem

This information could then be
i ncorporated into our comments. W woul d
wel cone any nenber of NCPC or the staff to cone
wWth us on this tour, so just let ne know | do
sincerely thank you for the opportunity to speak
t oday.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms.
Neumann. The story of Lincoln getting shot at,
it's a fascinating one. There's a probably
apocryphal story that diver Wendell Hol nes, who
was a young sort of aide-de-canp on the scene,
told him get down, you fool. | don't think it
ever happened but --

M5. NEUMANN: Me either.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: -- you know, Suprene
Court Justice, that's the story I'd al ways
heard, but thank you for your testinony, nm'am
Are there any questions for Ms. Neunmann?

COW SSI ONER DI XON: M. Chai rman?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Yes, Conm ssi oner
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Di xon.

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Loretta, it's good
to see you, Ms. Neumann, back in front of us.

M5. NEUMANN:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DI XON: | do have a
concern, and as a forner nenber, | guess I'ma
life menber of Commttee of 100, but I'mnot in
participation these days for obvious reasons,
conflict here, but is there any way, M.
Chai rman or staff, we can get a w ndow for them
to be able to do and get input into the process?

| guess it's Park Service's call, but
we have to answer, and we have to just nmake sone
decisions. 1Is there any chance that can happen,
maybe, with the staff to help this?

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: |I'm happy to ask the
Park Service. | don't knowif we have a
mechani smas a conmi ssion to conpel that or
anything like that. Meghan?

COW SSIONER DI XON: | just don't see
maybe it's an energency to this, but it seens to

me a little nore tine to get this inportant
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organi zation to partici pate woul d be good.

M5. NEUVANN.  Well, we were told that
the reason they couldn't extend this was that
the contractor -- and this was done by a
contractor, their deadline was July 1st, so they
had to have everything done by then.

| had a small conpany and had federal
contracts, and | got sone extended, so | don't
know why this couldn't get extended.

Nevertheless, if we at |east had until
June 24th, which they said was a possibility,
and if they would announce that then -- and nmake
us feel confortable that we can plan on that, it
woul d help a | ot.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: W could certainly
reach out to the Park Service and see what's
sort of in the realmof the possible here. |
know t hat we scheduled this at this neeting to
ensure that we'd have the opportunity to get our
comrents on the record, so | certainly
understand the tine line issues there.

MS. NEUMANN: And as | said, we're not
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opposing the plan. W just want to have nore
time togointoit. | do know of sone things
that need to be | ooked at and shoul d be
i ncluded, and this bus tour, we're going to go
see them for ourselves, you know, right now, I
mean, on June 13th.
CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Wel |, thank you.
Thank you, Ms. Neumann. Do any ot her
comm ssi oners have questions for our wtness
before we proceed? Hearing and seeing none, is
there a notion to approve comments on the draft
Cvil War Defenses of Washi ngton Gener al
Managenent Pl an Anendnent ?
COWM SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: | noti on.
CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssioner. |s there a second?
COW SSI ONER BRUCH: | second.
CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner. 1'll now open it up to the
Comm ssion for discussion, and |I'Il start the
del i berations with Conmm ssi oner Bruch.

COW SSI ONER BRUCH: No conments. I
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appreci ate the presentation and al so the
perspectives shared today.

CHAl RMVAN SCHARF:  Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Bow on.

COW SSI ONER BOARON:  First, thank you
to the Comm ssion staff. As always, a really
i ncredi bl e job done.

| can't help but notice that we spent
several hours hearing fromthe public on
nmenorials relating to the Gvil War, but when it
canme time to tal k about the actual G vil War
resources that are in this city, the room
cl eared out, which was a little disappointing.

And, you know, | think preanbles and
GWP anendnents are exciting, so | appreciate the
wor k of the agency to nove this forward.

| think, you know, when you | ook at
that map that you had up in the presentation, it
Is inpossible not to see how these Fort Grcle
parks really inpact the residents of Washi ngton,
D. C.

They are an integral part of so many
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nei ghbor hoods, and | think that the plan really
does a great job of balancing cultural resource,
hi storic resource preservation, with the nodern
and changi ng needs of the city. So, | support
the staff recommendati ons and appreciate all the
wor k that went into this.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Argo?

COW SSIONER ARGO:  Here | am There |
am | have no additional comments. | was going
to say sonething about, | renmenber Ms. Neumann
has been involved in things even that go back as
far as ny termin the D.C. governnent, and
appreci ate her interest and her work in this and
bringing it to our attention. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssioner. Vice Chairman Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: | think I
have spent nore tine in the Gvil War
battlefields in Maryland than | have in D.C., so
| have a couple parks | need to go to around

town. Thank you.
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CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman. Conmi ssioner Blair?

COW SSI ONER BLAIR No conments, but
t hank you for the work.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner | ngrassia?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Thank you for
the presentation. | appreciate the conments.
No further comments on ny end. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Di xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yeah, | appreciate
it. Loretta Neumann, she has been a real
sol dier for many years on issues |like this.
Comm ssioner, | would recomend you go on the
tour with them It would be great to see it.

As a younger person, | spent a |ot of
time at Fort Stanton's Park in the caves there
as a Boy Scout -- a Cub Scout, | guess, and Boy
Scout. So the parks have been neaningful to ne
I n many ways.

So | think it is inportant in history.
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It is interesting how the testinony was heavy on
other things and light on this, but that is kind
of the reason why we need the Commttee of 100
and others to keep tabs and keep invol ved.
Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Appreciate it,
Comm ssioner. | actually checked ny cal endar.
| think I amout of town that day,
unfortunately, but | will endeavor to educate
nmyself as best | can here. Conmm ssioner Cash?

COW SSI ONER CASH:  No conmments now,
but thanks to the staff and for the
presentati on.

CHAI RVMAN SCHARF:  Thank you,

Comm ssioner. Conm ssioner Cozart.

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Appreciate the
work of the staff. Appreciate the work of the
Nati onal Park Service around this as a nearby
nei ghbor of Fort Bunker Hill, and know that the
Friends of group cares deeply about it. They
may not be in this room but they are definitely

active around it, so -- and appreciate M.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

207

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

208

Neumann's lifting this up as well. No
addi ti onal coments.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner .

Speaki ng for nyself, just echoi ng what
a | ot of conm ssioners said, thank you to you,
Laura. This is just a massive undertaking, and
the care and detail in the reports that we have
in front of us really shine through, so thank
you.

Ms. Neurmann, | will also echo what a
|l ot of ny fellow comm ssioners have said. Being
relatively newto this comm ssion, we have not
had the chance to work together before, but you
are obvi ously sonebody with great passion for
this region, and we obviously appreciate you
sitting through a very |long afternoon to provide
your testinony.

| think it's very inportant that
projects like this incorporate both key
principles of historic preservation, while al so

respecti ng nei ghborhood and communi ty needs.
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And | think it seens |ike what we have going on
strikes that balance well, and | | ook forward to
seei ng how things develop in the future.

Wth that, are there any further
comrents or questions? Hearing and seei ng none,
Madam Secretary, can you please confirmthe
noti on and the second, and then take the vote by
roll call?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. The notion was
made by Conm ssioner |ngrassia and seconded by
Comm ssi oner Bruch. Comm ssioner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssioner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmm ssi oner Bowron?

COW SSI ONER BOARON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner Argo?

COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Vice Chairnman
Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: Yes.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Chai rman Scharf ?
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssioner Blair?
COW SSI ONER BLAI R Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner
| ngrassi a?
COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner Di xon?
COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conm ssioner Cash?
COW SSI ONER CASH:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL-COX: The notion carries.
CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. Wth that, we'll nove on to agenda
ltem 6C, which is a request to approve final
site devel opnent plans for the DDOT South
Capitol Street Trail, and | believe we have
M chael Weil. Pl ease proceed.

UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE,
DEPARTMENT OF THE Al R FORCE, 20 MACDI LL
BOULEVARD, SE, WASHI NGTON, DC — DI STRI CT

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON

SQUTH CAPI TOL STREET TRAIL
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MR WVEI L: Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Sorry, | thought you
were appearing virtually, | thought, so | got
confused, and then --

MR. VEIL: No, no, yeah, |I'm here.

Thank you very nuch

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: | think | m sread ny
notes here. | apol ogi ze.
MR. WEIL: | can go to ny office if

you'd like. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai rman. Good afternoon, Chairman Scharf and
menbers of the Conmm ssi on.

The Air Force has submtted final site
devel opnent plans on behalf of DDOT to construct
a new hard surface nulti-use trail extension
| ocat ed al ong Joi nt Base Anacostia-Bolling's
eastern side in southeast Washi ngton, D.C.

NCPC previously gave this project
prelimnary approval back in Decenber of 2024,
and the Conm ssion expressed its support for the
new extensi on since the project is consistent

with a nunber of our transportation policies.
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In addition, we al so encourage DDOT to
use native vegetation, pollinator plants, and
comon m | kweed, and to design the project's
lighting to mnimze |ight pollution, and staff
finds the applicant has addressed these coments
in the final submssion, as | wll highlight
during ny presentation.

Here's where the new two-and-a-half-
mle-long trail segnent under review w || be
| ocated al ong JBAB' s eastern edge and al ong
South Capitol Street and Overl ook Avenue.

The new trail segnent wll begin at
JBAB' s northernnost gate | ocated at First
Sterling Avenue, which is shown here on the
right, and the newtrail will extend further to
the south along JBAB' s property past JBAB's main
and south gates, as shown here by the thicker
red line, and then eventually the trail wll
extend down to D.C. Village in the future.

The trail expansion will be part of the
| arger 20-mle-1ong Anacostia R ver Walk trail

net wor k, whi ch has been pl anned and under
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construction by the District since the early
2000s. The trail system has inproved wal ki ng,

bi ki ng, and mcro-nobility access al ong the
Anacostia riverfront until |ocations east of the
river.

Here are sone photos of the existing
10-foot-wide trail adjacent to JBAB, which the
new trail will match. And then here are several
phot os taken along the future trail alignnent
| ocated to the south of where the trail ends
today al ong JBAB' s eastern perineter.

The trail wll also be adjacent to
South Capitol Street and Overl ook Avenue as
wel | .

JBAB and DDOT signed an easenent
agreenent back in 2020 to enable DDOT to
construct and maintain the newtrail, and in
some cases DDOT w il relocate sections of the
JBAB perineter fence along with regrading,
pl anti ng new vegetation, and installing new
bi oswal es and trail lighting as part of the

proj ect.
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I n response to our previous lighting
comrent, DDOT noted that they will install new
LED lighting fixtures with dimm ng capability,
gl are shields, and other features to illumnate
the trail when needed and to minimze |ight
trespass away fromthe trail

DDOT' s | andscape pl ans show both native
and non-native trees. However, none of the
proposed vegetation is invasive to this region,
and all future tree species have been approved
by DDOT' s urban forestry division selected for
their durability in urban environnents.

And staff finds DDOT's | andscape pl ans
are consistent wwth NCPC s pollinator best
practices guidelines, which do allow for design
flexibility.

The DDOT pl ans do include various
pol | i nat or species and common m | kweed as
requested by NCPC as part of our prelimnary
review action, and also this is also in response
to the upcom ng public testinony that you wl|

hear today follow ng ny presentation.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

So with that brief summary, here's the
executive director's recommendati on, which notes
the applicant's responses to our previous
prelimnary review comments.

And finally, before I conclude, we have
bot h DDOT and JBAB representatives here with us
today who are available virtually to answer any
gquestions fromthe comm ssion. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M chael .
Do any conm ssioners have questions either for
M chael or for the project teamthat | guess we
have avail able virtually?

COW SSI ONER DI XON: | do, M.
Chai r man.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Yes, Conm ssi oner
Di xon. | figured you would have given the area.

COMM SSI ONER DI XON: Right. |'ve
struggled on that route before, and nowit's
going to be better. 1In fact, | hope |I have the
energy to walk it.

Wiere is it going to term nate?

MR VWEIL: Al | knowis the subm ssion

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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says it'll termnate in D.C. Village. |I do not
know exactly. W do have a DDOT representative
with us today on the |ine who can probably
answer that question.

MR. SMKER: Yeah. Hello. Marlon
Snoker with Jacobs Engi neering, the | ead
designer for this project for DDOT. [|'m happy

to join in today.

The trail wll extend to connect to the
existing trail. Boy, |'m blanking on the nane,
but it will connect to an existing trail that

extends into Maryl and down towards the WI son
Bri dge and National Harbor.
COW SSI ONER DI XON: Ckay. That's what
| was interested in. [It'll be able to get
people by foot to National Harbor?
MR. SMOKER  Yes.

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  That's

interesting. |I'mnot sure how that is
configured, but I"'msure it'll be clear as we
nove forward. That's good. | don't know if

anybody knows it, but that area over there, just

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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before | get out of the Village and to the
Nat i onal Harbor, was supposed to be a golf
course at one point, as | recall, but obviously
that's not in the mx right now.

So, thank you for your information.
"Il watch to see where the term nation points
are. Thank you.

MR VEIL: Al right. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssioner. Do we have any ot her questions,
either for Mchael or for the project team here?
Heari ng and seeing none, we'll nowturn to
public testinony. W have Bernard Berne. M.
Berne is here with us virtually. M. Berne, can
you hear ne?

MR. BERNE: Yes, | can. Can you hear
nme?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: We can hear you | oud
and clear, sir. You have three mnutes to
provi de your testinony and pl ease proceed when
you' re ready.

MR. BERNE: Yes. Thank you. | nust
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di sagree wwth sone of the itens in the Executive
Director's report on this project.

The pl ant schedule of this project does
not align with your Pollinator Best Resource
Practice CGuide's recomendations. Further, and
per haps just as inportant, it does not align
with the District of Colunbia' s Departnent of
Energy and Environnent's webpage entitl ed,
quote, Native Plants.

The pl ant schedul e contai ns seven
trees, shrubs, and perennials that are not
native to the National Capital Region. Six of
these are not native to North Anerica. Sone may
not provide forage for native pollinators or
food for the caterpillars or native butterflies
and not hs.

And here we get to the inportant point.
A tree, Chinese pistachio -- produces pistachio
nuts, but it's highly invasive as it has been
found outside of cultivation in a variety of
environnents in 53 counties all the way from

California to North Carolina. The Texas
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| nvasi ve Dat abase lists the tree.

It would indeed be invasive in this
area if it is planted here, and particularly if
there are nore than a few pl anted.

The pl ant schedule, so even though it's
not yet considered invasive in this area,
there's no doubt that it would be. The pl ant
schedul e al so contains five cultivars that are
not nore resistant to cult than their parents --
nore resistant to di sease than their parents.
These may not feed native pollinators and may be
toxic to insects.

The District of Colunbia' s Urban
Forestry Division responded to ny initial
coments by claimng that its practice requires,
and | say requires, the planting of a broad
range of adaptive species and cultivars for this
area, including non-native ones, to ensure the
success and expansi on of the urban canopy.

This markedly contrasts the District's
Department of Energy and Environnment's Native

Pl ant s webpage, which states that | andscape with

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

native plants can help inprove the District's
natural and built environnent.

More significantly, the webpage states
t hat non-native plants can becone invasive and
harm t he environnent, and that the District is
working to create and preserve native habitats
for local wildlife.

Nevert hel ess, despite this, the
District's Uban Forestry Division intends to
pl ant non-native invasive species and cultivars
as part of this project. Sonething is seriously
wrong here. Maybe one of you can fix it. |
tried. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. Berne.
Do we have any questions for M. Berne before we
rel ease hin? Hearing none, M. Berne, as always,
| wll say that | truly appreciate your passion
for the pollinators policy and for the plantings
t hat acconpany many of the projects we review

It's always great having you with us,
and thank you for testifying today.

Wth that, is there a notion fromthe
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Comm ssion to approve final site devel opnent

pl ans for the DDOT South Capitol Street Trail?
COMM SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes, | notion.
CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssioner. |s there a second?

COW SSI ONER ARG Il second.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssioner. Wth that, I'll open it up to the
Comm ssion for discussion, and I'Il start
del i berations with Comm ssi oner Cozart.

COMM SSI ONER COZART: Appreci ate the
work of the staff. Look forward to this noving
forward, adding nore nobility. Good to see this
joint project between federal and |ocal. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Conmm ssioner Bruch? Have | been
pronounci ng your nane wong, Sir? Bruch,
apol ogize. | won't get that wong again.

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  No, thank you for
the presentation, and | have to echo it's al ways

great to see the kind of public and DDOT and the

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

221

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

222

Depart ment working together for these trails,
and a great opportunity for the outdoors fol ks
for both wal ki ng and probably bi ke riding, so
this | ooks good.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Commi ssi oner. Conm ssi oner Bow on?

COMM SSI ONER BOARON: | echo ot her
Conm ssioner's conments. Excited to see it nove
f orwar d

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,

Comm ssioner. Conmm ssi oner Argo?

COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Sane. Appreciate
the work and the opportunity to have it advance
at this point. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank vyou,

Comm ssioner. Vice Chairman Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RMAN LEVENBACH. Well, the
trails in this region, including the rail
trails, | think are one of the real attractions,
and so it |ooks |ike a wonderful project.

| am synpathetic with planting invasive

species is not really a best practice, so to the
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extent to which there is one, if it's truly
Invasive, it'd be nice to take a look at it, and
| assune those pistachios are not edible so --
but for what that's worth, | appreciate the
review and support the project.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Comm ssioner Blair?

COW SSI ONER BLAIR: No comments.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssioner. Conm ssioner |ngrassia?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Thank you for
the presentation. | echo ny fellow
Comm ssi oners' enthusiasm No further comrents.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Conm ssioner Di xon?

COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yeah, | also
support the coll eague's coments, echoi ng, but |
al so want to point to Conmm ssioner Levenbach's
statenent about the invasive plants. | think if
they can cone to a neeting of the mnds, it
woul d be great. | hope they can | ook at that.
We don't just ignore M. Berne, we take his

information and try to use it.
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner. Conmm ssi oner Cash?

COMM SSI ONER CASH: No ot her comment s.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner .

Speaking for nyself, | think this is
really exciting. |It's dramatically -- 1 think,
based on what we've seen, at least, it wll
dramatically increase pedestrian and bi ke access
in this area.

I"'ma little concerned with folks from
JBAB making it down to the casino and stuff but
other than that, | think we're in good shape.

And t hanks, as always, to our staff for
the great work that they've done. Thank you to
M. Berne for his comments about trees and
pl anti ngs.

At sone point, | do want to ask him
about the cherry bl ossons, which are all over
this area and which are definitely not native to

D.C. | don't know what the pollinator
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I nplications of those are, but that's not
germane to this conversati on.

So with that, if there are no further
questions or coments, Madam Secretary, can you
pl ease confirmthe notion, the second, and then
take the vote by a roll call?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. The notion was
made by Comm ssioner Bruch and seconded by
Comm ssi oner Argo. Conm ssioner Cozart?

COW SSI ONER COZART:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmmi ssi oner Bruch?

COW SSI ONER BRUCH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner Bowron?

COWM SSI ONER BOARON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssioner Argo?

COW SSI ONER ARGO:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Vi ce Chairnan
Levenbach?

VI CE CHAI RVAN LEVENBACH: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Chairman Scharf?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

MS. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssioner Blair?
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COW SSI ONER BLAI R Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmi ssi oner |ngrassia?

COW SSI ONER | NGRASSI A: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmmi ssi oner Di xon?
COW SSI ONER DI XON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner Cash?

COW SSI ONER CASH:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: The notion carries.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:  Thank you, Madam

Secretary. That concludes our agenda for today.

Are there any further questions or comments
bef ore we adj ourn?

Heari ng and seei ng none, our next
regul ar comm ssion neeting will be on Thursday,
July 9th at 1 p.m, and this session is now
adj ourned. Thank you all for being here today.

COMM SSI ONER ARGO Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 4:02 p.m)
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