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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
1: 01 p. m
CHAI RVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. Good afternoon and wel cone to the
Nati onal Capital Planning Comm ssion's May 7, 2026
open session. First, Madam Secretary, could you

pl ease take the roll call?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Yes. Comm ssi oner
Cozart ?

M5. COZART: Here.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmmi ssi oner Bruch?

MR BRUCH  Here.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmm ssi oner Bowron?

M5. BOARON: Here.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssioner Argo?

M5. ARGO. Here.

IVS. HOTTEL- COX: Vi ce Chai r man
Levenbach?

MR. LEVENBACH: Here.
MS. HOTTEL- COX: Chai rman Scharf ?
CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Her e.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner | ngrassia?
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MR | NGRASSI A:  Here.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conm ssi oner Henderson?
MR, HENDERSON: Present.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner MGowan?
M5. MCGOMN:  Here.

V. HOTTEL- COX: Mar cel Acost a,

Executive Director, and D anne Sullivan, current
Planning Division D rector, are also in the
neeting. And wth those present, M. Chairman, we
do have a quorumto proceed.

CHAI RVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. Noting the presence of a quorum 1'd
like to call this neeting to order. Today's
neeting is livestreaned and will be avail able, as
Is our custom in a few days on the NCPC s website.
And if there's no objection to the agenda as
posted, the agenda is adopted as the order of
business. And let's all stand for the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Pl edge)

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Agenda item 2 is the

Report of the Chairman. First, |1'd like to wel cone
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two new comm ssioners today. Stephen, I'I|
but cher the pronunciation of your nane, sir,

Bruch. Stephen Bruch joins us fromthe Departnent
of War. He's our new NCPC representative fromthe
Departnent, and he serves as the Director of the
Facilities Services Directorate in the Washi ngton
Headquarters Servi ce.

And second, Jessica Bowon. Dd |
pronounce your nanme right, ma'an? |'msorry. The
Acting Director of the National Park Service is
sitting today as the NCPC representative fromthe
Departnment of the Interior. To both of you,
wel cone.

M. Bruch was giving us a fascinating
history of the nmonarch butterfly and its range
across North America before we cane today, which
gives him | think, great insight into the
pollinator's policy of the NCPC, which is always
a hot subject of discussion. But really, it's
been an incredi ble honor getting to serve on this
comm ssion, and it's great to have both of you

Wth us today. |'msure you wll simlarly enjoy
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the tinme you spend here.

Second, | want to share sone of the
hi ghlights of the |ast nonth of public engagenent
on Pennsyl vani a Avenue desi gn concepts. That's
sonet hing that we've reviewed at a nunber of
previ ous neetings, including our April neeting.
We hosted two wel |l -attended public neetings with
attendees representing a handful of states across
the nation. W also received nore than 200 public
coments representing feedback from people all
wal ks of life who frequent or visit Pennsylvania
Avenue.

We'd like to thank the National Building
Museum for hosting the Pennsylvani a Avenue di spl ay
intheir Cty Action Hall, and staff will conpile
a summary of public responses which will be posted
on the project website in the comng weeks. This
f eedback obviously wll be helpful to this
comm ssion as we continue dealing with projects
relating to Pennsyl vania Avenue and the next
iteration of the design concept for it, which |

think we're expecting to hear in the fall.
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O her than that, | don't have too nuch
to say or to add. W have a relatively short
agenda today, which is, I'll say, quite wel cone
gi ven how | engthy our |ast couple neetings have
been, but an inportant agenda. So we'll proceed
with that. Agenda item3 is the Report of our
Executive Director, Marcel Acosta. Marcel?

MR. ACOSTA: Thank you, Chair Scharf, and
good afternoon. And welcone to our new
comm ssioners. And on behalf of the staff, we're
here to help you out. And if you have any
guestions, l|let us know.

|'"'m pl eased to share t hat t he
Comm ssion's Mnunental Course Streetscape Quide
and Construction Manual has received an award from
the Anmerican Society of Landscape Architects
Pot omac Chapter. NCPC led an 11-nenber
I nt eragency working group to prepare the guide,
which is used as a resource for agencies, property
owners, and design and construction professionals
to coordi nate streetscape i nprovenents. This

effort will help create a nore cohesive and
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wel com ng public real min the nonunental course
t hat supports the President's Safe and Beauti f ul
Executive Order.

Toni ght, NCPC s Elizabeth MIler and Ben
Turpin will receive the award on behalf of the
I nteragency working group. | would also like to
t hank our agency partners for their dedication to
this effort. Several of themare represented on
this comm ssion, the National Park Service, the
General Services Administration, the District's
Ofice of Planning. So thank you all, and
congratulations to all involved. You have ny
witten report in your packets, and |'m happy to
answer any questions that you m ght have.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Marcel. Do
any conm ssi oners have questions for our Executive
Director? | will just note that one of the nost
I npressive things to ne when | first joined this
comm ssi on was seeing the massive array of awards
that this comm ssion has received over the years
on display in various parts of our headquarters

here, and it's good to hear that we're continuing
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to rack up nore awards. So congratulations to the
teamand really to all involved, and obviously to
you as well, Marcel, for your fearless |eadership
as we proceed with our m ssion here.

Agenda item4 is our Legislative Update.
Meghan, would you like to proceed with that?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: Yes. | have three
| egislative itens to report on this nonth. The
first is House Bill 2196, the National Energency
Medi cal Services Menorial Extension Act, which
woul d extend the National Energency Medical
Services Menorial Foundation's authorization for
anot her seven years. This bill passed the House
on March 17th and is nowin the Senate for its
consi derati on.

The second itemis the Hershel Wody
Wl lians National Medal of Honor Mnunent Location
Act, which requires that the National Medal of
Honor Monunent be |ocated within the Reserve. The
House version of the bill passed in January of
2025, and an anended Senate version has passed.

It passed on March 25th, and that anended version
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Is back in the House for reconciliation.

Finally, | wanted to report on House Bill
5103, Make the District of Colunbia Safe and
Beautiful Act of 2025. This bill would establish
a conmi ssion to advise on certain crimnal and
immgration matters in the District of Col unbia.
And relevant to NCPC s work, it would require the
Departnent of the Interior to establish a program
focused on maintaining cleanliness in conmonly
visited areas in DC, including nonunents, parks,
and roads.

The bill codifies a simlar conmm ssion
established by the President in March of 2025 as
part of the Making the District of Colunbia Safe
and Beautiful Executive Order, and NCPC has been
actively engaged with the beautification work of
the task force since it was established.

The bill passed the House on March 26th
and is nowin the Senate for consideration. That
concl udes ny | egislative report, but |I'm happy to
answer any questions.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Meghan. Do
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any conm ssi oners have questions or comrents?
Vi ce Chai rman Levenbach?

MR. LEVENBACH. Yeah, | just have one.
| think it'd be helpful also to just update on the
DC beautification request and the President's
budget and how that works its way through
appropriations. So if you could just track that.
| think that has a | ot of relevance to the
Conmmi ssi on.

CHAI RMVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach. Duly noted. Any ot her
guestions or comments before we proceed to the
consent cal endar? Hearing and seei ng none, agenda
item5 is the Consent Calendar. W have three
itens on this nonth's consent calendar. The first
Is an application from GSA for approval of the
revised master plan Fourth Anmendnent for the
Sout heast Federal Center. The second is an
application fromthe DC Ofice of Budget and
Per f or mance Managenent for approval of comments to
the Mayor for the District of Colunbia Capital

| nprovenents Plan for fiscal years 2027 to 2032.
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And the final consent calendar itemis
an application fromthe Departnent of Honel and
Security for approval of final site and buil ding
pl ans for the Janmes J. Rowl ey Training Center
Defense Training Facility. Are there any
guestions or coments on any of these three
consent calendar itens from conm ssioners?
Heari ng and seeing none, is there a notion to
approve the consent cal endar as posted?

M5. ARGO. |'ll nmake a notion to approve.
Hel | 0?

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: A notion to -- oh, was
Comm ssioner Argo trying to notion?

M5. ARGO  Yes, she was.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ch. W're having a
little trouble hearing you, nm'am There's
sonething weird wth the audio. | apol ogize.

M5. ARGO. Al right. Can you hear ne?

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: Ckay. W can. So we
have a notion on the floor. Do we have a second?

M5. BOARON: | second.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
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Comm ssioner. |s there any discussion on the item
before we proceed to a vote? Hearing none, Madam
Secretary, can you please confirmthe notion and
the second and take the vote by roll call?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Yes. The notion was
made by Conm ssioner Bruch and seconded by

Conmm ssi oner Bowron. Comm ssi oner Cozart?

M5. COZART: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conm ssi oner Bruch?

MR, BRUCH: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmmi ssi oner Bowron?

M5. BOWNRON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Argo?

M5. ARGO.  Yes.

IVS. HOTTEL- COX: Vi ce Chai r man
Levenbach?

MR, LEVENBACH  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Chairman Scharf?
CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssioner Blair?
MR. BLAIR  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssioner |ngrassia?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR | NGRASSI A Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssi oner Di xon?

MR. DI XON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner Cash?

MR, CASH: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Commi ssi oner Henderson?
MR. HENDERSON: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmm ssi oner McGowan?
M5, MCGOMN:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: The notion passes

unani nousl y.

CHAI RVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. And | would note for the record that
It appears since we began, we've been joined by
Comm ssi oner Cash here in person. Conm ssioner
Di xon, we can see you, sir. Wlcone to the
neeting. Always good to have you here. And |
think I heard Comm ssioner Blair's voice as well.
So | think we have a full contingent today, which
Is always a great thing.

Wth that, the notion has carried, and

we have two itens on our open session agenda for
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today. The first is agenda item 6A, which is a
request to approve coments on concept plans for
t he Ei senhower Executive Ofice Building exterior
beautification project. And Mke Wil from our
teamis here to present on that today.

MR. VEIL: Thank you very much, M.
Chai rman. Good afternoon, Chairman Scharf and
menbers of the Conmm ssion. Executive Ofice of
the President, Ofice of Admnistration 1is
presenting several -- excuse ne, one second.
Proposes to nake several changes to the exterior
facade of the Eisenhower Executive Ofice
Bui | di ng, whi ch IS | ocat ed I n Nor t hwest
Washi ngton, DC. on the west side of the Wite
House.

As a concept review submssion, the
Comm ssi on provides conmments on the project and
requests additional information that will inform
the Comm ssion's action at its future prelimnary
and final review stages. Here is a close-up of
the White House grounds in the center with the

Ei senhower Executive Ofice Building, or EEGCB,
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| ocated west of the White House's west wing. This
map shows the White House in vicinity, which

i ncludes Lafayette Square, the U S. Treasury
Buil ding, the Ellipse, and Sherman Park. And
Sherman Park al so happens to be the site of the
future White House Visitor Screening Facility.

In addition to being listed as a National
Hi storic Landmark and |listed on the Nati onal
Regi ster of H storic Places, the Ei senhower
Executive Ofice Building is also part of the
Lafayette Square National Historic Landmark
District, which enconpasses Lafayette Square, the
Treasury Building, Renwck Gallery, and nmultiple
ot her nearby historic buildings.

And this district is significant for its
role as the first nei ghborhood and front yard of
the White House, enbodying presidential history,
19t h-century residential architecture, and the
Aneri can preservation novenent.

The Ei senhower Executive Ofice Buil ding
is arelatively large, 662, 000-square-foot, six-

| evel , palatial-looking structure that currently
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houses a nunber of agencies fromthe Executive

O fice of the President, including the Ofice of
the Vice President, the Wite House Ofice, Ofice
of Managenent and Budget, and the National
Security Council.

Designed in the French Second Enpire
style, the building's construction started under
the Grant Adm nistration and was constructed over
17 years, from 1871 to 1888. The buil ding was
designed by Alfred B. Millett to house the
Departnents of State, War, and Navy as one of the
first federal office buildings.

The buil di ng has a nunber of distinctive
features, including its purple-gray granite walls,
mansard roofs, dorners, Doric colums, tiers of
porticos, and rusticated sub-basenent and basenent
wal | s.  And the National Register nom nation
descri bes the building as a paradi gm of post-Gvil
War architecture, and one of the three grandest
structures in the United States for its style.

The EEOB has seen a nunber of significant

hi storic events, sone of which are |listed here.
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The building was originally naned the State, War,
and Navy Buil ding, and then becane known as the
A d Executive Ofice Building, until 1999, when
the building was officially renaned the Dw ght D
Ei senhower Executive O fice Buil ding.

From 2004 to 2012, GSA refurbished parts
of the Ei senhower Executive Ofice Building,
bol stering its structural integrity, replacing
W ndows, and I mpr ovi ng its el ectrical,
ventilation, and tel ecommuni cation systens. And
the GSA project also included a conprehensive
cl eaning of the building exterior as well.

The building's nost publicly viewabl e
sides are its west and north-facing sides, along
17th Street and Pennsyl vani a Avenue. And these
next few slides are |ooking south, down 17th
Street. Here are sone closer-up views, |ooking
directly at the building's west-facing side, from
the sidewal k al ong the east side of 17th Street.
And then here's a view | ooking at the building's
sout h si de.

However, the building' s east side is not

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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directly viewable since there is no public access
permtted along State Place and West Executive
Avenue, based on the building's proximty to the
White House and security [imtations. And then
here is one last view from the 17th Street
si dewal k.

The project proposal includes cleaning
and masonry preservation neasures, such as
repointing, sealant replacenent, and stone
restoration. And this would be to mtigate
stai ning, cracking, and chipping on the building s
exterior, as shown here in these subm ssion
photos. In addition, the applicant is proposing
to paint the building exterior in white in order
to visually align the Ei senhower Executive Ofice
Building with the surrounding neoclassical
architecture of other nearby buildings, and to
mat ch the color of the Wite House.

The concept subm ssion includes two
potential painting options. Option one would
paint the building's granted exterior walls, but

woul d not paint the building' s exterior base. And

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

21

then option two would paint all of the exterior
wal I s, including the building s base exterior
walls. Here's a photo sinulation of the option
one schenme with the base walls not painted. And
then here is option two with the base walls
painted. Here's a ground view of option two with
all exterior walls painted, |looking at the
bui | ding's north-facing side from Pennsyl vani a
Avenue.

And then the remai ning photo sinulations
in the submssion all show the option two schene
on the Ileft, an aerial perspective of the
Ei senhower Executive O fice Building with the
Wi te House. And then the photo sinulation on the
right is | ooking towards the building s northeast
corner from Pennsylvania Avenue. And then
finally, here's a ground view that shows both the
Ei senhower Executive Ofice Building and part of
the White House together.

While staff supports the applicant's
proposal to clean, repoint, replace the seal ant,

and restore the building' s facades, additional
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information is needed to fully -evaluate the
pai nti ng proposals as part of the next project
subm ssion to NCPC as listed here. First, we need
to understand the project's potential visual and
physi cal inpacts, both to the Ei senhower Executive
Ofice Building and to the Lafayette Square
National Historic Landmark District.

W wish to | earn about any alternative
nmeasures the applicant considered, such as whether
the applicant considered only cleaning and
restoration work without painting the building
exterior, and whether installing additional
exterior lighting could be a possibility to help
brighten the building in the future.

W require information about the paint
fromthe application process to how the paint
woul d adhere to the building and affect the
granite stone, what the | ong-term nmai ntenance
woul d entail, and we also would |ike to request
exanpl es of where paint has been successfully
applied to other granite buildings. And we w sh

to see realistic photo sinulations of the painted
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Ei senhower Executive O fice Building, along with
conpari son phot os from different specific
pedestrian viewpoints around the site for both
options 1 and 2.

And then finally, we would like to
request a nockup of a painted granite sanple on
the EEOB site in advance of the next Comm ssion
review. And again, we believe this information
will help the Conmm ssion eval uate the painting
proposal during the project's future review
st ages.

So that concludes ny presentation. All
of these coments are provided in our staff report
to the Comm ssion, and we have al so incorporated
many of these coments into today's presentation.
In terns of NEPA and the applicant's anal ysis of
the project per the National H storic Preservation
Act, we will continue to work with the applicant.

And I would also |ike to acknow edge t hat
we did receive a |ot of public interest in this
project, wth over 2,000 witten comments

subm tted through our agency website. And the
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comrents all relate to the painting aspect of the
proj ect proposal, fromits associated inpacts to
the building's structural and historic integrity,
to the financial inplications of the project, and
the feasibility of the painting process itself.

And before I conclude, | would like to
note that we have two O fice of Adm nistration
menbers here with us today who are available to
answer any project-related questions fromthe
Comm ssion. W have M. Josh Fisher, who serves
as Assistant to the President and Director at the
White House's O fice of Adm nistration. And we
al so have M. Ryan Erb, who is the Construction
Qperations Manager, also wth the Ofice of
Adm nistration. And with that, that concludes ny
presentation. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thanks a lot, Mke. Do
either of the two individuals here fromthe Ofice
of Administration wish to be heard on this matter
bef ore we proceed? Seeing negative nods of the
head, do any comm ssi oners have any questi ons,

either for Mke or the project team before we
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proceed? Yeabh.

MR. CASH. Yeah, so | had a coupl e of
guestions about this before we get into -- before
the testinony. But costs. So | know that we're
a design-focused comm ssion, but it feels
sonething like this cost is sonething that's
really inportant because we're adding essentially
a very new big mai ntenance piece to this, in
addition to just keeping the granite clean, to
keeping it pointed. |If it's true about how badly
pai nt m ght adhere to granite, it seens |like
painting is just going to cause sonmething that's
going to be ongoi ng mai nt enance.

So I'mwondering if anyone fromthe
project team anyone from QA or GSA has costed
this out and who's going to be responsible for the
cl eani ng once we go, because | don't think that
QAis really the one that really paints stuff. |
t hought that was GSA. So |'d appreciate any
I nformati on you have on not necessarily just the
cost of painting it, but the ongoi ng mai ntenance

and what the plans are there.
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MR. ERB: Thank you for that question,
and thank you all for your coments. W are still
in the process of --

MS5. HOTTEL-COX: Sorry. Could you just
I ntroduce yourself for the record?

MR ERB: H. Sorry, | apologize. Ryan
Erb. I'mwth the Ofice of Adm nistration,
Construction Qperations. Thank you for your
comrents. Thank you for your questions. So we
are still working through the process of a
respected third-party vendor for testing all of
the materials. So unfortunately, we can't rush
that process. So we're trying to get all the data
first before we make any confirmati on on what
exactly everything is going to cost.

Prelimnary results have been positive
as far as the ability for the silica to bond and
then also for the silica to be renoved. If we
were to do expectations now, | think repainting or
pai nting of the EEOB, we have a nunber of around
$7.5 mllion that has been kind of a prelimnary

estimate. And we are planning to have about a 25-
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year |ifespan for the paint before we need to be
r epai nt ed.

But again, we are working with the third-
party vendor to do all the appropriate testing,
weat heri zing of the sanples, curing the sanples,
testing them again to see how the paint is
responding and ensuring that the prelimnary
expectations are being nmet by the science and the
data. So we have expectations, but we're working
t hrough the process to test those to confirm our
initial assunptions.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: And does that estimate
just relate to the painting itself or would that
al so include sort of the cleaning, repainting, the
whol e project here?

MR ERB: | think we'd have to get into
nore of the details. | can't answer that offhand.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. That's --

MR ERB: It's just the painting at this
poi nt, yeah.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. Do any ot her

conm ssioners have questions either for M. Wil
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or the project team here?

MR. I NGRASSI A: | have a questi on.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Commi ssi oner
| ngrassi a?

MR. | NGRASSI A:  Thank you, Conmm ssi oner.
So thank you very much for the presentation today.
| really appreciate, especially the photorealistic
quality of the inages included in the |evel of
detail. To the extent you're able to provide nore
of that future presentations, | think that woul d
be beneficial to everyone here on this commttee.

Just sort of as a followup to a fellow

comm ssioner's question here, in ternms of maybe

you could speak to, and | realize we're still kind
of in -- everyone's in a prelimnary stage here
still working out sone of the details, but you or

soneone el se could speak to the neasures being
taken to preserve the underlying granite and the
structural integrity of the building itself.
Maybe that involves a rigorous selection of the
pai nt bei ng used and pl anning out sort of the

peri odi c upkeep of the building and how t hat
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addi tional neasures are being taken to ensure that
the building itself remains preserved.

As the GSA rep on this panel, of course,
we view this building as one of our crown jewels
as part of our inventory, and we just want to nake
sure that proceeding in this direction, you know,
extra precaution and neasures are being taken to
ensure that the quality of the building 1is
preserved in the long term

PARTI Cl PANT: Absolutely. Yeah, the
concept subm ssion did not include any of that
information. | believe the applicant is still
wor king on that, but 1'd like to call them up.

MR. ERB: Yeah, absolutely. So thank you
for your comments there. | think our nmain goal
Is preserving the building. W all |ove the EEOB.
| know nyself, | work in the building and | see
how beautiful it is every day. So our nunber one
goal here is to preserve and appreciate its
beauty.

As far as the process that we're going

t hrough now, the first stage we're in is the
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Once the testing process is

we would then go into the design

process. W would hire an architect engineering
teamto actually design out those details because
| think a lot of that preservation cones into

mtigating the water infiltration.

| think in the presentation, we talked

about reapplying the sealant, but al so | ooking at
different conditions between the vertical and the
hori zontal surfaces and how we handl e water and
how we elimnate the ability for the water to
infiltrate the building. Because as of right now,
it's kind of just been nmaintaining, but as we can
see that maintaining has kind of resulted in

sonmewhat of a disrepair state.

| think with this new application of

the silicate paint, it would be a new design that

of the water infiltration aspects

Yes,

that are currently facing the building. So thank
you for your question.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Interesting. Any other

nm' am
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M5. BOARON: Can you speak to the scope
of work that was conpleted in 2004 through 20127
And | guess |'msurprised that that work is not
maybe | asting as long as we thought it would. It's
a pretty short duration for how | ong and how
significant the investnent was at that tine. |Is
there scope that wasn't included in that project
that we're anticipating undertaki ng now? Was
there just advances in preservation practices that
we think we'll get nore out of this proposal?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Yeah, | have to say |
was a little surprised that the renovation and
cl eaning was that recent because the exterior of
EEOB | ooks filthy when you look at it now. No
of fense, but they're staining on a lot of the
granite. Yeah, that's an interesting question.

MR. ERB: Yes. | nean, because | think
i f you look at the dates, it was 2012 to 2014 when
they finished up, so obviously over the past 14
years that has aged quite aggressively. And it's
al so kind of hard to tell how far the buil ding was

brought back to the baseline. So maybe after it
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was conpleted in 2012, there was probably sone
staining that that didn't get renoved at the tine
and then nowit's just getting |like nore visible
and nore apparent as it kind of slowy builds up
on the buil ding.

So | think we're hopeful that the
silicate application wll address all of the
seal ant and water mtigation efforts, but also
have a material that will wear wth the el enents
and be able to be touched up or addressed if need
be as opposed to every 14 years having to be, you
know, conpletely cl eaned again.

And the prelimnary data we have shows
that the painting can basically be cleaned simlar
to how you would clean the building. So there'd
be no additional abrasives or chem cals that woul d
need to be added to maintain the building fromthe
prelimnary data. So, thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Interesting. Any other
guestions? Yes, ma' am

M5. COZART: Thank you for the

presentation. M question is about the |ighting
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pi ece. Recently, the Conm ssion | ooked at Union
Station's lighting programand it was amazing to
see howit really transforned the | ook of the
building. And so |I'mwondering one, if that's a
part of what you all wll be |Iooking at.

| al so am curious about, if you could say
alittle bit nore about kind of the testing that
you' re doing related to how kind of reversible or
renovable the paint is. And then thirdly,
interested in wunderstanding it was 1in the
Executive Director's recomendation related to the

Section 106 process, the tineline for initiating

t hat .

MR. ERB: Yes. Thank you very nuch. So
go to -- your first question was what, again?
Sorry.

M5. COZART: First question about
lighting. |Is that sonething --

MR. ERB: Lighting, yes. W would | ook
at this froma conprehensive standpoint. So |
t hi nk anything that can be done to inprove the

vi sual connection of the building to the Wite
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House and the surroundi ng Wiite House canpus woul d
be included in this process. So the silicate
finish is just part of the beautification that we
woul d plan to undertake for this process. Yes.

M5. COZART: And will that |ighting be

sonething that will be a part of your subm ssion?
MR ERB: | think if that is sonething
the Comm ssion would like to see, | think we would

be happy to include that in future reviews. But
as of right now, the main goal is to reviewthe
silicate aspect of this project.

M5. COZART: Ckay. And then the --

MR ERB: The reversibility.

M5. COZART: Yes, the reversibility and
then the Section 106.

MR ERB: Yes. So the reversibility, we
currently have not touched the EEOCB. W do not
have perm ssion to engage in testing on the EEOB.
But we have been able to find sone sanples froma
quarry in M ne, the Vinal haven Quarry, and do our
own prelimnary testing on that. Cbviously,

that's very prelimnary and this is new stone as
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opposed to stone that's 130 years old. But the
testing was able to apply the silicate, have a
strong bond to the stone, and then al so have the
ability with just water to renove the silicate.

So it's all prelimnary, so we don't want
to get too excited about it. But the initial data
was encouraging for this process.

M5. COZART: Ckay. And then just lastly
on the Section 106.

MR. FISHER  Josh Fisher, Ofice of
Adm ni stration. W are working on Section 106.
It's wunder process and should be available
shortly.

M5. COZART: Ckay. Awesone.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you. Any ot her
guestions before we proceed to public comment?
Stuart?

MR. LEVENBACH. Yeah, | have a coupl e.
Al right. And so then sone of these are just
built on some of the comments in the record and
just where it mght be helpful to speak to them

First, | just want to say | thought the renderings
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were really helpful. So thank you for that. Wen
t he noderni zati on was done, | know there's sone
white paint already. There's like white trimon
the EEOB. Was any of that repainted or anything
done to the white paint currently on the EEOB
during that nodernization?

MR ERB: | think the white paint on the
roof ridges is nostly on the Cast Iron. So that
pai nt was part of the nodernization. It was all
repai nted during that tine.

MR. LEVENBACH. Yeah, interesting. Yeah,
because it has aged a little bit since then.

MR. ERB: Yeah.

MR. LEVENBACH  Ckay. Can you talk a
little nore about the two options and so what
you' re thinking around the two options? One, the
full paint versus painting all except the base?

MR. ERB: Yes. | think the current
desire right nowis to have the full buil ding
painted wth the silicate. But the two options
basically use that datum line between the

Vi nal haven granite and the Roanoke, Virginia
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granite. So above that first ground floor is all
t he Roanoke, Virginia granite and below that is
all the Vinal haven, Maine granite. So we just
wanted to show that option.

If we just painted the silicate on the
Roanoke, Virginia, it would look like this. And
then if we didn't, it would be the full building.

And it's an architectural detail that has been

used in the past to kind of differentiate the base

versus the other part of the building. So it

| ended itself to being an option, but we do
currently prefer the full building being painted
with silicate.

MR. LEVENBACH: Ckay. So one of the
things that cane out in the coments is there was
a comment that it was intended to be unpai nted.
But there are other buildings of that era that
have been painted, historical, you know, mason
brick that has been painted. | think it m ght be
hel pful to address a little bit like putting this
building in the context of others and how sone of

the other potential points of reference you can
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talk to fromthat era and how t hey were painted
and just putting that in the overall kind of arc
of the buildings fromthat era.

MR, ERB: Yes. | think that's sonething
we can work on. Qbviously the exanple that cones
to head is the White House right next door, which
wasn't intended to be painted at first. They kind
of tried to not paint it at first, but then it
eventually, for different reasons, becane a
painted building. So we will work on that for the
next presentation.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: For different reasons
Is a very good way of saying snoke damage from
when the British burned it down.

MR ERB: Yeah.

MR. LEVENBACH. | have one nore question.
So | think the cost cane up. It also cane up a
lot in the comments. But | think what's

interesting is there is a lot of information, but
you could augnent it in ternms of the baseline cost,
even if it's unpainted. And you talk about water

infiltration. There's a 25-year cycle to nmaintain
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the building if it was painted and putting that

in the context of whatever the baseline is
unpai nted, what are the baseline nmai ntenance costs

t hat people can see as a reference point, just

what the increnental cost is?

Because if you just look at it in
I solation here, the cost to maintain it on a 25-
year cycle, you don't necessarily understand that
there are baseline costs just as an unpainted
bui | di ng, and being able to consider that as a
ref erence point.

MR. ERB:. Yeah, absolutely. | think if
we were to -- once we get the data in, we can
extrapol ate out the mai ntenance package and what
t hose costs would be. So yeah, that's a great
i dea. Thank you.

MR. LEVENBACH: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Anyt hing el se either
for Mke or for the project tean? Yeah,
Conmmi ssi oner ?

MR. CASH. So | do have one ot her

guestion, because |'ve, except for Conm ssioner
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Di xon, | think that |'ve served |longer on this
dai s than anyone else here. | have to say it's
really kind of jarring that for all these years
we' ve had so many Wite House projects cone to us.
It's the tennis pavilion, the fence. W just had
the screening facility last nonth. And up until
the last six nonths, this is the first tinme we've
ever had the Ofice of Adm nistration or the Wite
House conme and not GSA.

So | guess |'mjust wondering, why is OA
|l eading this? Wiy isn't GSA |l eading this? W've
talked a little bit about 106. GSA is the one
that has all the expertise and all the
preservationists and everything. | would imgine
the Wiite House staff doesn't have a huge
preservation staff outside what goes on inside the
White House. So how did this cone to be OA and
not GSA?

MR ERB: | think for nyself as the
techni cal construction architect on the project,
| can speak to the details on the building. As

far as the reason why |I'm here and soneone el se
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is not here, | don't think | have the information
to speak on that.

MR. CASH. And | guess | would al so just
-- that naturally | eads to the question, because
| know there is sone ongoing litigation around
this question. But so if the Wite House is
asserting that because this is now part of the
Wi te House grounds, it could be under the QA
whi ch |l eads to a whol e bunch of inplications with
Section 106 and everything el se, what's kind of
the limting factor here?

So could the Wiite House deci de they want
to go a couple nore blocks away or anywhere in the
District or anywhere in the National Capitol
Regi on and we kind of end up in the sane situation?
So |'"'mguessing like where's the limt of where
the White House is going to get involved as opposed
to GSA or the traditional agencies?

MR ERB: |I'mkind of taking that as a
rhetorical question. | don't have the expertise
to answer that here. But | appreciate your

coments. Thank you very nuch.
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Any ot her questions for
the project teamor for our teanf? Hearing none,
we have 11 people signed up to speak on this matter
t oday, sone in person, sone virtual. As we've
done in the past, we're going to hear from
W tnesses in groups of four and hold conm ssion
guestions until, or comments, until after we've
made it through four at a tinme just to keep things
novi ng t oday.

Qur first four wtnesses are Geg
Wer khei ser, Mriam Werkhei ser, Dorothy Robyn and
Al'i son Hoagl and. | believe the Wrkheisers are
currently engaged in litigation over this project.
| would just note that for the Commssion's
I nformati on. M. Werkheiser, you're here
representing the DC Preservation League, and as a
result, you have five mnutes to present your
testinmony. And pl ease proceed whenever you're
r eady.

MR.  WERKHElI SER: Thank vyou. Good
af ternoon, Conm ssioners. Thank you for the

opportunity to speak and thank you especially to
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your staff for their experience and their
integrity and their professionalism M nane is
Greg Werkheiser. | ampartner at the law firm
Cultural Heritage Partners. W are |egal counsel
to the DC Preservation League in the litigation.

The plaintiffs in that Ilawsuit are
chall enging the adm nistration's failure to foll ow
federal |law in advancing the President's personal
preference to paint this building bright white.

W are here, if | can speak plainly, because
painting is a terrible idea and no one with

i nfl uence has yet had the courage to tell the
Presi dent no.

First, as a threshold matter, this
proposal is before you unlawfully. Sir, |I'm going
to answer the question that you just asked.
Changes to the EEOB are subject to nmandatory
conpliance with the National Historic Preservation
Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.

And that's because Congress defined the Wite
House grounds as a specific 18 acres and the EECB

is not init, and a federal court in DC confirmed
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those 18 acres and the EEOB is not init. So it
IS subject to those | aws.

The CGeneral Services Admnistration is
responsible for inplenenting that review. GSA may
only legally delegate its authority to another
federal agency. The proposal before you is from
the White House, which is not considered a federal
agency. Wiy these | ogistical shenanigans? The
answer is because federal courts can't review a
decision by a non-federal agency to harm a
historic building. If you -- now the Wite House
Is going to tell you, don't worry about it. W

are going to voluntarily conply with Section 106

i n NEPA.

M. Chairman, they didn't teach us that
in law school. Voluntary conpliance is not |egal
conpliance. |If you endorse this jurisdictional

ganesmanshi p, any president could bypass revi ew of
any project affecting historic properties sinply
by routing them through the Wite House and
insulating them from judicial review The

Aneri can people should not have to accept trust us
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as a substitute for mandatory | egal protections
for the places that nmatter nost to them

Now let's talk about the expert
consensus. W surveyed 25 of the nation's |eading
architects, conservators, and experts in masonry
and paint regarding this exact proposal. This
building, this granite, this particular form of
paint. These professionals have | ed sone of the
nost i nportant restoration projects in the United
States, including restoration of the Wite House
in the US Capitol. Several have been trained
i n Europe by the manufacturers of silicate paints
on how to apply them and not apply them

Collectively, those experts represent
nore than 650 years of relevant experience. Their
concl usi ons were unani nous and strai ghtforward.
One, do not paint the granite under any
circunstance and with any type of paint including
mneral silicate paint. Two, the clainmed benefits
of mneral silicate paint depends on a chem cal
bond that does not occur in granite. You can paint

the Wiite House because it's not granite.
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Three, the paint will not strengthen the
bui l ding or protect it in any way. |In fact, the
preparation process itself will permanently damage

the stone surface. The coating will trap noisture
and accelerate deterioration. Four, staining wll
still occur, only nowit wll be viewed agai nst

t he backdrop of a bright white paint instead of
the gray which hides sone of the staining that
conmes when you have a building that's in an urban
environnent |ike this one.

Fifth, once applied, the paint cannot be
renoved w t hout causing additional significant
damage to the building's intricate nasonry.

Si xth, rmaintenance requirenents wll becone
effectively continuous. This building wll be the
East Coast version of the Golden Gate Bridge.
You're going to start painting on one side and by
the tinme you get to the other side, you got to
start again. Seventh, scaffolding and workers

wi || becone permanent features of one of the
nation's nost sensitive security environnents.

And eighth, and finally, there was

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

46

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

unani nous agreenent that obviously painting the
EEOB white would be historically inappropriate and
visual |y destructive to the larger context in
which it sits. These are the experts that wll
testify in court and their testinony wll be

wei ghed against any determnation by this
comm ssion that painting is appropriate. You are
bei ng asked to part from --

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: M. Werkheiser, I'm
sorry. Your tinme has expired.

MR. WERKHEI SER° Thank you for your tine
and your attention. | look forward to the
conversati on.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: And if we have any
questions for you, we'll get back around to that
after our next three witnesses. Qur next w tness
iIs Mriam Werkheiser. And ma'am you're
representing Cultural Heritage Partners. You wll
al so have five mnutes to provide your testinony.
Pl ease proceed when you're ready.

V. VERKHEI SER: Good af t er noon,

Comm ssioners and staff. Thank you for the
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opportunity to comment. M/ name is Mriam
Wer kheiser. |I'mfounding partner of Cultural
Heritage Partners here on behalf of ny firm which
is also a plaintiff in the lawsuit related to this
matter. | stand al ongside the nore than 1, 000
professional architects, preservationists, and
desi gn professionals who have submtted coments
opposing this project to the Conm ssion on Fine
Arts and to your conm ssion.

This proposal is not sinply about
appear ance. It concerns pernmanence, federal
stewardshi p, and long-termintegrity of one of the
nation's nost inportant civic buildings. | want
to make three points. First, painting the EEOB
woul d cause irreversible physical damage to the
building. Painting granite is not a debated
I ssue. The Secretary of the Interior's Standards
for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings state
that historic granite should not be painted.

The federal governnment is supposed to
follow these standards when fulfilling its

obligations to protect our nation's cultural
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heritage wunder Section 110 of the National

Hi storic Preservation Act. State historic
preservation officers across the country and the
Nati onal Park Service enforce these standards when
private property owner s renovat e hi storic
properties as part of this historic tax credit
program Wiy woul d NCPC deviate fromthe federal
standards here? Those standards are in place for
a reason.

As NCPC s deeply experienced staff wll
tell you, granite is not neant to be painted.
Proper adhesion requires abrasion of the surface,
whi ch danages the stone. Once applied, the paint
traps noisture within the stone and over tine,
that noisture causes cracking, flaking, and
degradati on of the surface.

The addition of nodern |ighting could
dramati cally enhance the building' s presence day
and night in ways that are fully reversible. And
equally inportant, once paint is applied to
historic masonry, it cannot be renoved w t hout

further damagi ng the stone.
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Proposals to use mneral silicate
coati ngs do not resolve these problens. That
paint is designed for substrates such as |inestone
and sandstone. Granite lacks the chem cal
properties necessary for proper bonding. This
conclusion is supported by | eading experts. And
"Il point out the White House is not granite,
which is why it can be painted.

Second, pai nting t he EEOB would
fundanmentally alter one of the nost inportant
civic conpositions in the United States. The EEOB
was designed to showase the natural tone and
texture of its stone. The gray granite is not
incidental. It is the design. It also plays a
critical role in the visual balance of this part
of Washi ngton. The EEOB and the Treasury Buil di ng
frame and hi ghlight the Wite House. Their gray
tones allow the Wiite House to stand apart as a
singul ar white focal point.

The contrast between the gray masonry
bui | dings and the Wiite House's white facade is

intentional and essential. Painting the EECB
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white, particularly given its |larger scale, would
di srupt that bal ance and di m nish the Wite House
as the focal point of the civic |landscape. This
Is not a mnor visual change. It is a fundanental
change to how one of the nost inportant places in
this country is experienced.

Thi rd, t here are better proven
alternatives to achieve the stated goal w thout
harm As we just tal ked about, the building hasn't
been cleaned in 12 years. Conservati on-grade
cleaning can restore the granite's natural
bri ghtness and uniformty w thout danagi ng the
material itself. Repointing can restore the
clarity and durability of the masonry, and
I i ghting inprovenents woul d hel p.

Even sinple interventions |ike w ndow
treatnments that increase light reflectivity can
significantly lighten the building' s appearance at
| ow cost and no risk. And inproved | andscapi ng
could brighten the building' s appeal. These are
not theoretical i deas. They are standard,

accepted, and effective preservation practices.
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|f the President woul d pursue these beautification
efforts and | eave the painting concept behind, he
woul d have the support and gratitude of the
Aneri can peopl e.

Finally, I want to close with a rem nder
of how this building has been understood across
generations. |In 1988, President Ronal d Reagan
wrote of the building as one of Anerica's finest
exanples of its architectural style and an
architectural treasure. He noted that tinme had
added to its dignity and that its preservation
reflects the best of our national character. This
sentinment is exactly right. This building has
endured for nore than a century because each
generation has chosen to preserve it, not to
remake it.

Last week, Susan Ei senhower,
gr anddaught er of President Ei senhower, spoke out
to remind us that this building belongs not to a
singl e person, not even to the President of the
United States, but rather it belongs to the

Anmeri can people. Thank you.
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CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, ma'am  Next
up, Dorothy Robyn. M. Robyn, you have three
m nutes to provide your testinony, and pl ease
proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. ROBYN. Thank you very nuch. |'m not
a lawer. | don't represent anyone. | served as
the public building comm ssioner at GSA from 2012
to 2014. GSA Adm nistrator Dan Tangherlini and |
negoti ated the | ease of the old post office with
the Trunp Organization. Prior to that, | spent
three years as the senior real property officer at
the Departnent of Defense with DoD-w de oversi ght
of US mlitary bases.

Al so relevant, as a nenber of President
Cinton's Wite House economc team | spent eight
years in the old executive office building, as we
called it then, the last four years in an office
that was originally built to house the Assi stant
Secretary of War. | strongly oppose this proposal
to paint the EEOB. Geg and Mriam have covered
very well the first two points that | was going

to make.
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The gray granite facade was intrinsic to
the design of the EEOB. This genius Alfred Millett
who pi cked out the quarries based on the tone of
the granite and positioned the stone to create --
to define the architectural features and create a
pol ychromati ¢ appear ance.

The second point is the one that G eg
made so well. It's a fundanmental rule of historic
preservation, do not paint granite. So let ne
spend ny short tinme naking two ot her points.

First, the public building service that | led from
2012 to 2014 woul d have di sm ssed as | aughabl e a
proposal to paint the EEOB. First, the EEOB is
the crowmn jewel in GSA's building portfolio, which
Is managed by the public building service.
Pai nting the exterior of the EEOB runs directly
counter to PBS s decades-long effort begun under

t he Reagan admi nistration to reserve, restore, and
preserve this magnificent building.

More broadly, this proposal underm nes
PBS' s role as a national Ileader in historic

preservation and a chanpion for the Secretary of
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Interior's standards, which this proposal violates
many tines over.

Lastly, PBSis in no position to take on
t he higher cost of maintaining a paint-coated
EEOB. Congressional appropriators have treated
the Federal Buildings Fund as a piggy bank,
| eaving PBS with a 26-billion dollar repair and
mai nt enance backl og, which is a major reason that
so many federal buildings are 1in such poor
condition. And you have a bird' s-eye view of that
from this bui | di ng | ooki ng at t he FBI
headquarters.

The last point | want to nake is the
President's destructive approach to EEOB is ironic
given his -- the positive role he played in
restoring the old post office, another granite
icon that had a remarkably simlar --

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: |'mvery sorry, m'am
but your tinme has expired.

M5. ROBYN. Ckay. Al right.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you for your

service to our country and for joining us here
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today. Next up, we have Alison Hoagland. And Ms.
Hoagl and, you al so have three m nutes to provide
your testinony, and please proceed whenever you're
ready.

M5. HOAGLAND: Thank you. M/ nane is
Al i son Hoagland. |'mhere today to express ny
opposition to the proposal to paint the Ei senhower
Executive O fice Building. I'"'m a |ongtine
resi dent of Washington, DC, a professor enerita of
hi story and historic preservation and the author
of six books on Anerican architectural history. |
have a long and deep commtnent to historic
architecture and its power to explain the past and
i nformthe present.

Much has been made of the fact that the
EEOB, conpleted in 1888, was roundly condemmed
al nost as soon as it was conpleted. |'msure we'll
hear sone of those quotes played for |aughs. But
it's inportant to realize that architectural
styl es have uneven popularity and it is not at all
unusual for a style to go out of fashion and then

return. Broadly, Victorian styles of the 19th
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century were rejected in the 20th and viewed as
dark and dowdy, the brown decades, as they were
cal | ed.

But in the 1970s, people began to realize
t hat buil di ngs shoul d be judged on their own
nerits, not by current day standards, and
Vi ctorian buildings that had been derided as too
busy or too dark began to be appreciated. The
EEOB is part of this trend. The granite was a
del i berate choice on the part of the architect,
Alfred B. Mullett, to adorn his second enpire
design. This is not a style for which white would
have been consi dered.

The granite evokes pernmanence and
solidity to a governnent building in which three
rel ated departnents were uniting in a desire for
efficiency. The granite is also subtly col ored,
as Panela Scott and Antoinette Lee wote of the
building. In Raking Light, the gray Virginia
granite takes on a violet hue, which, conbined
with the violet gray of the slate and the verdigris

of the copper in the mansard roofs, conbines to
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the overall richness of effect achieved by
relatively sinple neans. Paint would destroy this
subtl e col ori ng.

Furthernore, the building is a National
Historic Landmark designated for its current
unpai nt ed appearance, and repainting it would
violate the character of its granite exterior. By
the way, | don't know of any granite public
buil di ng that has been painted. A white exterior
on this enornmous building would also draw
attention away fromthe Wite House, which should
be the primary focus of this street frontage.

Pai nting the EEOB woul d i ntroduce a host
of conplications and costs, as we've heard. Paint
is difficult to renove from granite, so the
ori gi nal appearance would be |ost forever. Paint
has to be renewed as often as every 10 years or
even nore frequently, so painting the buil ding now
woul d be introduci ng a nai ntenance problem for
years to cone.

| urge the National Capital Planning

Comm ssion to appreciate the Ei senhower Executive
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Ofice Building for what it was designed to be and
what it is today. A superb exanple of the French
second enpire style constructed of a gray granite
t hat changes subtly in changing |ight. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: | have a qui ck question
for you, Ms. Hoagland. And first of all, thank
you for your testinony. You said that you didn't
know of a single exanple of a public building in
grani te being painted, and then you said that
paint is difficult to renove fromgranite. In
your experience, are you aware of, | guess, non-
public granite buil dings that have been painted
and then they've tried to renove the paint fronf
| s that sonething that exists?

M5. HOAGLAND: No, | just didn't want to
say that | knew about all buildings in the world.

CHAI RVAN  SCHARF: Ckay. Sur e.
appreciate it. As one who's quoted Mark Twai n and
Henry Adans for this comm ssion before, | hear
your concern that architectural styles do indeed
cone in and out of fashion, but thank you for your

testi nony. Do any conm ssioners have any
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gquestions for, | guess, any of these first four
Wi t nesses, including Ms. Hoagl and, or Professor
Hoagl and, | should say? Hearing none, thank you
all for your testinony.

Qur next four w tnesses are Bryan G een,
Danil o Feliciano, Priya Jain, and Rob N weg. |
think Bryan Geen, the first of these, is joining
us virtually. M. Geen, are you with us?

MR. GREEN. Yes, thank you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, sir. You
have three m nutes to provide your testinony, and
you can proceed whenever you're ready.

MR GREEN Thank you very nuch.
Comm ssi oner Scharf, nenbers of the Conm ssion,

t hank you for the opportunity to speak with you

t oday. M/ nanme is Bryan G een. "' m an
archi tectural hi stori an and preservation
prof essional based in R chnond, Virginia, and | am
here in opposition to this proposal, specifically
the portion of the proposal that proposes to paint
the character defining gray Virginia granite.

| speak to you today as soneone who has
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previously eval uated the perfornmance of m neral
silica paint on historic stone buildings, none of
themgranite, by the way. The submtter of record
for this project is the Executive Ofice of the
President, O fice of Adm nistration, not the GSA
and not a qualified architectural professional.
No |icensed preservation architect, no buil ding
conservator, and no materials specialist is naned
anywhere in the subm ssion as having assessed the
buil ding's condition or designed the proposed
treat ment.

The Conmmi ssion is being asked to propose
-- to approve a permanent alteration of a National
Hi storic Landmark on the basis of observations by
unnaned stonemasons reported in summary w thout
docunentation or attribution. This is not a
technical deficiency, it is a core deficiency.

The Secretary of t he Interior's
standards require that work of this kind be
devel oped by professionals neeting specific
gualification standards in architecture, historic

preservation, or architectural history. An
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I ndependent conditions assessnent and treat nent

pl an revi ewed by a credential ed conservator are

t he baseline expectations for any project touching
a |l andmark's character-defining features. Neither
of those things exists here.

Agai nst t hat absence st ands t he
consi der ed j udgnent of 25 speci alists I n
archi tectural conservation, masonry, and buil ding
science, as we heard of wearlier in this
presentation today. Each brought direct project
experience on buildings including the Wiite House
in the United States Capitol. Their concl usions
were Wi thout dissent. Mneral silicate paint wll
sinply not bond to granite, will not inprove its
structural durability, and cannot be renoved
W t hout causi ng pernmanent additional danmage to the
st one.

The subm ssion before you today nakes its
pur pose absolutely plain. The building is
descri bi ng | acki ng, quote, synbolic cohesion with
the White House. That is not a naintenance

objective, it is an aesthetic one, and pursuing it
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by painting a granite NHL does not neet the
Secretary of the Interior's standards by any
reading. The Section 106 process required under
the National H storic Preservation Act has not
been conpleted. This proposal should not receive
concept approval before that process concl udes.

| urge the Conm ssion to decline approval
at concept and to require, as a condition of
further review, an independent assessnent by a
| i censed preservation architect and a buil ding
conser vat or meeting the Secretary of t he
Interior's professional qualification standards.
Thank you very nuch for the opportunity to speak
to you today.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. G een.
Qur next wtness is Danilo Feliciano, who |
believe is here in person. Sir, you have three
m nutes to provide your testinony, and pl ease
proceed whenever you're ready.

MR. FELI CI ANO Thank you very nuch, sir,
and thank you very nmuch to the Council.

(Forei gn Language.)
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MR. FELICIANO Thou shalt sprinkle ne
wi th hyssop, and | shall be cleansed. Thou shalt
wash nme, and | shall be nade whiter than snow
Psal m 50, verse 9, out of the Vulgate. A man naned
David wote that line. | feel it's a fitting Bible
verse to remind this august assenbly about,
considering that the topic of conversation is
pai nting and building white that's naned after a
David. David Dw ght Ei senhower. |It's literally
a House of David.

I nteresting fact, his first name wasn't
Dwight. It was David. H's nother called him
Dwi ght because his father was naned David, and she
just didn't want to call himJunior. But anyhow,

t hi ngs get turned around and then |l ost to history
until someone takes a few nonents to uncover that
t ruth.

Like it was 24 years ago today on May 7,
2002, that the old Executive Ofice Building was
rededicated as the Eisenhower Building by
President Bush. It was also 81 years ago today

t hat t he entire Ger man Ar nry surrendered
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unconditionally to President Ei senhower or Ceneral
Ei senhower at the tinme. President Bush said that
Presi dent Ei senhower's nane fits this building
because as a great soldier, a great president, and
a good man, Dwght D. Ei senhower served his
country with distinction.

Presi dent Bush also said that the city
of Washington is accustonmed to change, but this
nei ghbor hood | ooks nmuch as it did in 1929. Now,
it's wwth a heavy heart that | say that those words
are no |onger true, but what does remain true is
that it was during President Ei senhower's termin
office that the building was spared from a
wr ecki ng bal | .

|"ve been in nost of the historic
buildings in this city. |'ve been in the Wite
House, the Capitol Building, the Suprene Court of
the United States, and a few nore, but |'ve never
been in the Ei senhower Executive Ofice Building.
They suspended tours back in 2001. They've never
restarted. | wonder why.

Now, if you read through the coments
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given to this Honorable Comm ssion, then you' ve

al r eady seen t he opi ni ons of engi neers,
architects, |andscapers, designers, people who've
wor ked in the building, and many nore. All but

two statenments were against painting this
building. One said if you had to paint, use |line
wash was his recommendation, and the other said
trying to figure out how coments work. So | can't
add a nore thorough or nore professional opinion

t han what's al ready been subm tted.

However, it just doesn't seem|i ke comon
sense to paint a building that's only been cl eaned
twce in 150 years because it |ooks nice in a
conputer-generated picture. Sure, it mght |ook
nice for when the current president |eaves office,
but give it another 10 years or so, and it probably
won't be.

Now, there's a novie called Death Becones
Her, and it's about two wonen who di scover a nagic
potion that nakes themimmortal, and to cover the
wear and tear, they end up spray-painting their

bodies. Unfortunately, it nakes thembrittle, and
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they begin to fall and break apart. They're still
alive, but broken, a nockery of the beauty they
once had. It would be a shane to paint over such
a historic structure with magic paint. It's a
tenporary fix for a lasting | egacy.

Coul d you inmagine the Statue of Liberty
pai nted over, and would they actually make sure
that you could read the plaque at the bottom at
the end? Thank you very nuch for your tine. Thank
you very nmuch for all of the work that you do.
Thank you. M nane is Danilo Feliciano. Thank
you for receiving ny testinony.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you for your
testinony, M. Feliciano. Next up, we have,
at t endi ng virtually, Priya Jai n, who' s
representing the Society for Architectural
Hi storians. M. Jain, you have five mnutes to
provide your testinony, and please proceed
whenever you're ready.

IVS. JAI N: Good af t ernoon,
Comm ssioners, and thank you for the opportunity

to speak. M nane is Priya Jain, and |I'm a
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licensed architect in the state of Texas. | offer
these comments as a private citizen and as Chair
of the Heritage Conservation Conmttee of the
Society of Architectural Hi storians. These views
do not represent the opinions of nmy enpl oyer,
Texas A&M Uni versity.

The Society of Architectural Historians,
founded in 1940, is the |eading organization for
architectural historians in North America. W
focus on the history of the built environnent and
study buildings, |ike the EEOB, as inportant
testaments to cultural val ues of our past and
their enduring relevance in our present and
future.

The EEOB not only occupies a prom nent
| ocation next to the Wiite House, but its ornate
granite and slate exterior nmake it the best
exanpl e of the French Second Enpire style of
architecture in our nation, so nmuch so that the
building was designated a National Hi storic
Landmar k, the hi ghest honor for buildings in our

country, in 1969.
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We want to enphasi ze that buildings |ike
the EEOB serve as a tangible archive, offering
di rect evidence to architectural historians and
the public of past construction techni ques, design
I deas, craftsmanship, and cultural values. As
such, they deserve our best <care and nost
responsi bl e stewardshi p. Unfortunately, the
proposal before you fails to do so. Painting the
granite facade of the building white wll
adversely and permanently alter this inportant
| andmar k and shoul d be rej ect ed.

I n support of our recommendation, we
offer the follow ng points. First, the 1969
National Historic Landmark |listing for the EEOB
specifically lists, and | quote, the purple-gray
Virginia granite walls, end quote, as a character-
defining feature. Throughout its history, the
bui l di ng has survived nultiple attenpts to alter
its appearance in 1917 and 1930, when plans were
prepared to clad the building in nmarble, and again
in 1957, when proposed denolition was thwarted

owi ng to public opposition.
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In fact, as noted in 1969, the EEOB was
desi gnated a National Landmark precisely because
it had stayed unaltered. This current proposal to
paint the building white wll change it
drastically, deviate fromhistoric intent, and
lead to a loss of architectural integrity.

Integrity is defined by the federal
governnment as the ability of a building to convey
its historic significance and is assessed in
historic materials, workmanshi p, and design, all
of which will be conprom sed by this proposal.

Most inportantly, integrity determ nes whet her
bui | dings can even remain |isted as National

Hi storic Landmarks. W urge you to not endanger
the building's status as a | andnarKk.

Second, our own federal standards for the
treatnent of historic properties state clearly,
and | quote, applying paint or other coatings such
as stucco to nmasonry that has been historically
unpai nted or uncoated is not recommended, end
guote. This advice protects not only agai nst | oss

of integrity as noted before, but also stens from
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wel | - docunented harmto historic masonry by paints
and coatings that others have highlighted.

In closing, we want to stress that even
if it was technically feasible to paint the EEOB,
whi ch the current plan fails to establish, this
concept proposal should be rejected because sinply
put, it is conceptually flawed. Such a drastic
and irreversible change to a | andmark's vi sual
appearance is not the correct way to address
repair issues. There are well-established and
tinme-tested procedures for repairing granite
bui | di ngs across the nation, none of which involve
pai nting the stone.

The Anerican public relies on agencies
li ke the NCPC to steward our built heritage and
protect it fromirreparable harm W therefore
urge you to pronptly reject this proposal. Thank
you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Professor
Jain. Qur next witness is, |I'mgoing to butcher
the pronunciation of this, but Rob N weg, who I

believe is here with us in person. M. N weg, am
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| pronouncing that correctly or am| way off?

MR. NIVEG Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Okay. Thank you, sir.
You are here representing the National Trust for
Hi storic Preservation. You have five mnutes to
provi de your testinony, sir, and pl ease proceed
whenever you're ready.

MR. NIVWEG Thank you. Good afternoon,
M. Chairman, nenbers of the Comm ssion, and staff
of the Commission. M nane is Rob Niweg, and I'm
here speaki ng on behal f of the National Trust for
Hi storic Preservation. Thank you for this
opportunity to share our comments about the
proposal before you to paint the exterior of the
EEOB. We urge the National Capital Pl anning
Comm ssion to consider the follow ng points in
connection wth your m ssion to preserve and
enhance Washington's extraordinary historical and
cul tural assets.

After our review of the information
that's been nade public, the National Trust is

concerned about the severe and irreparabl e adverse

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

72

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

73

effects of the proposed exterior change to the
historic EEOB. |1'mgoing to use ny tine to
hi ghl i ght three of those points.

First, the EEOB is a contributing el enent
of the Lafayette Square Historic District, and
inmportantly, this architecturally significant
building is a National H storic Landmark. That,
of course, is our nation's highest and nost
coveted historic designation, and the designation
serves as permanent notice to the public that the
EEOB occupi es an inportant and a uni que position
in the collective story of all Anericans.

Accordingly, the EECB s federal steward
shoul d respect the aesthetic characteristics that
qualify this landmark for NHL designation. That
iIs, the subtle and the rich polychromatic
appearance of the granite walls, the slate roof,
cast iron detailing, were all purposefully chosen
by the | andmark's architect.

The design, the colors, the materials
here are integral to the EEOB' s architectural

significance and are character-defining features.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

74

It is a basic tenet of historic preservation to
protect the character-defining features of

| andmar ks 1 nstead of concealing them behind | ayers
of paint.

Second, this proposal wll over tine
physi cal |l y damage the | andmark. Coating the
exterior surface with an inperneable | ayer of
paint would trap noisture within the masonry and
| ead to cracking, scaling, and spalling on the
building's exterior. And if that weren't enough,
pai nting the historic building wuld require new
cycles of continued assessnent and repainting and
cl eani ng per petual l vy, whi ch IS needl essly
expensive for future taxpayers.

Third and finally, painting the building
woul d be irreversible. Renmoving paint from
masonry surface is difficult, it's costly, and
I nevitably degrades the surface. The historic
EEOB has been preserved unpainted since its
conpletion in 1888. |In sum painting the exterior
now would obscure the landmark's historic

appearance, would wundermne its character-
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defining features, and accelerate the building's
deterioration. And these are three undeni abl e
reasons to reject the proposal to paint the
exterior.

Thank you for considering the views of
the National Trust for Hi storic Preservation.
Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you for your
testinmony, sir. At this time, do any
comm ssioners have questions for any of the
previous four w tnesses? That would be Bryan
Green, M. Feliciano, Professor Jain, or M.

Ni weg. Hearing and seeing none, we'll proceed to
our |ast group of witnesses. The first of these
is David Parker, who is joining us virtually. M.
Par ker, are you with us? M. Parker, can you hear
nme? Do we have M. Parker?

MR. PARKER |'m here. Can you hear ne?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: W can hear you.

MR. PARKER  (Good. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Sir, you have three

m nutes to provide your testinony. Please proceed
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whenever you're ready.

MR. PARKER  Thank you, Chair Scharf and
Commi ssioners. |'mDavid Parker, a fellow of the
Anerican Institute of Architects and a practicing
architect for the last 36 years. | oppose painting
the building's granite exterior because it
violates the design integrity of a National
Hi storic Landmark. The building's polychromatic
granite is integral to the Iandmark structure's
design with its conplenentary slate roof.

The buil ding has stood for 150 years
unpai nted, and unpainted granite was specifically
cited as the major reason for it listing as a
National Historic Landmark. Painting the buil ding
I nproperly associated with the appearance of the
Wi te House. Although next to the Wite House,
EEOB is not and never was intended to be an
architectural extension of it.

Both EEOB and the exposed granite
Treasury Buil ding opposite were conceived as city
bl ocks, architecturally independent from the

President's House and, as shown in photos |
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provided, relate to the urban fabric of the city,
not the intentionally smaller scale and park-Iike
setting of the Wiite House. Painting EEOB white
wi || overpower, not enhance, the Wite House.
Painting EEOB will trap noisture in the stone and
its nortar joints. Ganite is a natural nmateri al
and needs to breathe.

Hernetically sealing stone negates its
ability to adapt to changi ng noi sture conditions,
trapping salts and particul ates whil e causing
ferrous netal-iron ties to rust, expand, and
potentially crack the stone. Even paints that
claimto be breathable still hinder noisture and
are even nore difficult to renove fromthe stone
por es.

Addi tionally, paint masks problens.
Painting it will necessitate substantial ongoing
mai nt enance costs. Once painted, stone nust be
repainted frequently, potentially every five to
seven years. The i mense EEOB has over 900 stone
colums and pilasters, plus intricately carved

cornices, and repainting the 134-foot high
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structure wil | be exorbitantly expensi ve,
requiring cleaning, scraping, and enornous
scaffolding that will be up for nonths or years
each tine.

Painting EEOB wi Il substantially add to
ongoi ng taxpayer expense to naintain the building.
Painting EEOB wll permanently disfigure the
character of the building. It would be virtually
I npossi ble to renove the paint once it has been
coat ed, requiring sandbl asti ng and ot her
del eteri ous techni ques, causing irreparable harm
to the stone, as well as damage to its 1,572 wood
W ndows.

And painting the buil ding disrespects
the Secretary of the Interior's standards and
di sregards the National Park Service's own first
preservation brief guideline from 1975, still
valid today. Painting not only violates EEOCB s
integrity, it also inproperly inpinges on the
White House and President's Park. | respectfully
ask the comm ssioners to review the annot at ed

I mages appended to ny submtted testinony and to
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deny the proposal to paint this treasured Nati onal
Hi storic LandmarKk.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you for your
testinmony, M. Parker. Next up, we have Di ane

Marl on, who | believe is also with us virtually.

IVS. MARL ON: Yes, t hank you,
Comm ssioners. M nane is Diane Marlon. [|'ma
resident and a taxpayer from Urbana, Illinois.

|'"'m here today to wurge this commssion to
recommend agai nst pai nting t he Ei senhower
Executive Ofice Building. Coating this enornous
building with paint is a very expensive, purely
cosnetic nove. It's |like putting makeup on the
bui | di ng.

It will result and set the governnent and
us, taxpayers, on a cycle, seven to ten-year
cycle, of repairing and repainting to address the
I nevitable peeling, flaking, water infiltration,
cracking, and staining that will result. And over
tinme, painting will damage the stone itself.

This project also would set a very

danger ous precedent for simlar overreach onto
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ot her federal buildings that really are outside
the Il egal authority of the Wiite House. In short,
froma resident and taxpayer's perspective, there
Is no rational explanation for this proposal to
pai nt EECB. The building exterior, and we've seen
this everywhere and with other institutions and
very architecturally significant buildings, it can
be restored to its original lovely nmuted granite

| uster by careful cleaning and conservation.

And | woul d encourage the Conmmi ssion to
actually pay nore attention to the opportunities
that lie with lighting. The magic of lighting is
really remarkable. You can brighten recessed
areas that are in the shadow during the day, and
you can use tasteful lighting to highlight the
architectural elenents during the evening.

One of the best exanples just recently
we've seen is the Flatiron Building in New York
City. Apparently, it's being lit for the first
time in decades. And if you haven't seen pictures
of what they're doing there, take a | ook at that.

But | encourage you to vote against painting this
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building. It doesn't need it, and you need to
preserve the architectural integrity as it was
desi gned. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Ms. Marl on.
Next up, we have, | believe in person, Nancy
Wtherell. |s Nancy with us? M am you have
three mnutes to provide your testinony, and
pl ease proceed whenever you're ready.

M5. W THERELL: Good afternoon, M.
Chai rman, and nenbers of the Conmssion. It's a
new experience for ne to be standing at this podi um
because for nore than 16 years, | stood at that
podi um every nonth presenting EDRs and serving as
this comm ssion's Federal Preservation Oficer.
Upon | eaving NCPC, | went to GSA, serving as the
Preservation O ficer for the National Capitol
Regi on, nmeaning our office was the steward of the
EEOB.

The building' s exterior, as you have
heard, was cleaned and its interior was restored
during the early years of this century. The

exterior, wth 1its richly colored granite,
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absolutely right for its exuberant post-C vil War
era, is truly as awe-inspiring as the interior.
|'"'m speaking today to endorse the Executive
Director's recomendation and to ask you to
approve it and to urge the applicant to fulfill
all the requests in the EDR for research
consul tation, analysis, and eval uati on.

And it should not be only for the
building itself, but for its setting, which
i ncl udes not just the White House, although that
Is the primary focus of the setting, but of all
of the Lafayette Square National Hi storic Landnark
District. The District is a remarkable ensenble
of inportant buil dings, perhaps the npost unique in
our nation, that collectively illustrates the
progression of architectural styles, colors, and
materials over al nost two centuries.

The Park Service's nost recent update of
the district docunentation even includes the two
newest buil di ngs, NEOB and Markey, as now historic
contributing resources. They're having achi eved

significance for their role in the early historic
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preservati on novenent in our nation.

G ven its size and grandeur, the EEOB is
naturally an inportant contributor to this
historic ensenble. Howironic it would be if the
historic district that recognizes the inportance
of the preservation profession to our nation's
history were also the district that contained a
| andmar k bui | di ng m streated by I npr oper
alteration in our own tine.

The historic preservation profession is
closely allied with scientific research and the
collection of field experience, and you've heard
alot of it here today. And it's incorporated and
codified in NHPA and its regs and gui dance. And
our profession is also based on consultati on and
consensus bui |l di ng.

| referred in ny letter to ny years while
at GSA working with the Trunp O ganization,
indirectly with the President, and directly and
regularly with his daughter during the rehab of
the old post office, which was subject to 106. W

regul arly encount er ed di fferences and
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perspectives, but we had the sane vision for
renewi ng the building and for reaching consensus
on the assessnents of the OPO based on its physical
condition. The EEOB will benefit fromthe sane
spirit of consensus building, and |I'm hopeful it
can be reached.

Qur presidents are our nation's stewards
and chief. 1In the spirit of beautifying our
nation's capital, what a contribution to our
nation it would be for this admnistration to
commt to and inplenent appropriate nmai ntenance
and i nprovenents to the EEOB. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN  SCHARF: Thank you, M.
Wtherell. Thank you for your service to our
country and to this comm ssion. At this tinme, are
there any questions for any of these three
W t nesses from nenbers of the Conmm ssion? Seeing
none, that concludes the public testinony portion
of this agenda item Thank you to all who took
the tinme to testify today, especially those of you
who cane down in person

At this time, is there a notion to
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approve comments on the concept plans for the
Ei senhower Executive Ofice Building Exterior
Beautification Project?

MR. LEVENBACH. So noved.

CHAI RVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach. |s there a second?

MR. | NGRASSI A:  Second.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner Ingrassia. Wth that, |I'll now open
it to the Comm ssion for discussion, and |'1]
start del i berati ons on this poi nt W th
Comm ssi oner | ngrassi a.

MR. | NGRASSI A:  Thank you. Thank you,
Comm ssioner. | appreciate the opportunity and |
appreciate the public commentary today. | just
want to say, just generally speaking, | hear the
comments. You know, | know no president, no
adm ni stration has been nore commtted to the
preservation of history and beautification and,
you know, just making our cities nore cleaner,
nicer, nore beautiful. So I know a | ot of thought

and a ot of preparation is going into these
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projects, and wherever the initiative may |ead, |
know that's at t he forefront of this
admnistration's priorities. But with that, no
further comentary.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssioner Dixon, if you're still
with us?

M5. HOTTEL-COX: | believe he stepped
away, but I'Il et you know if he conmes back.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. W can cone back

ar ound. Comm ssi oner Cash?

MR. CASH. Thanks, M. Chairman. | just
want to say a few words. | really appreciate the
staff's work here. | know we say that during every

presentation we get, but | think the questions
that you've all identified are really inportant in
this case because this project can really put the
Comm ssion in an unusual posture. The applicant
here is arguing in court right now that
traditional judicial review may actually be
limted while the Ofice of Admnistration is

descri bing preservation and environnental review
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as purely voluntary.

| f that position is accepted, then NCPC
could beconme one of +the only public bodies
meani ngfully reviewwng the treatnent of the
Nati onal Historical Landmark. Not HPO, not GSA,
not even the courts. That nekes it especially
I nportant that the Conm ssion receive conplete
answers on the process, the precedent, the cost of
mai nt enance, reversibility, and al | t he
preservation's inpact before we take final action.

For that reason, | think there's a strong
argunent for deferring comm ssion action until the
courts at least prelimnarily address the
jurisdictional process gquestions because those
answers can help define the Comm ssion's role that
we m ght eventually have to take in the matter.
As | said earlier, all ny time on the Comm ssi on,
|"ve not felt so nuch like the cart was kind of
bei ng put before the horse.

That said, |'mnot going to nmake that
noti on because | agree with Ms. Wtherell that

this information being sought by the EDR will be
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essential for our future review. | know that the
Comm ssion staff, as always, is doing serious and

nmeani ngful work behind the scenes, and | don't

want to interrupt that process. | know the staff
will be thoughtful on these matters, and | have
confidence that the Comm ssion will continue to

ask the hard questions necessary to build the
conpl ete record here that's going to cone to us
for our final approval.

So | do want to be clear that | remain
pretty unconvinced that voluntary conpliance is a
real substitute for the ordinary review structure.
So | really hope that the applicant will work with
all the parties, even if it is voluntary, to nmake
It as close to a neani ngful Section 106-type
review as possible, and | hope that the courts
will give us sone clarity on this pretty quickly.
So thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHAI R(VAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner Cash. Conmm ssi oner Henderson?

MR. HENDERSON: No comments at this tine.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
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Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner McGowan?

M5. MCGOMAN: | don't have any additional
coments, but thank vyou, staff, for the
presentation. It was very informative.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner McGowan. Conm ssi oner Cozart?

M5. COZART: Yes, | also echo the thanks
to staff for the work on this and really appreciate
the w tnesses comng down. Also, in particular,
Ms. Wtherell's comments and all the comments that
have conme in publicly, appreciate folks really
wei ghing in on that. | want to associate nyself
with the comments of ny fellow Comm ssioner Cash
and | ook forward to the responses to the really
excellently witten EDR report.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Bruch?

MR. BRUCH: No additional conmments.
Thank you, sir.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Conmm ssi oner Bow on?

M5.  BOARON Thank you for the
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presentati on. My inaugural neeting, it is
I npressive to see the anmount of expertise that
goes into each of these. And it's particularly
hel pful to wunderstand the applicant's stated
pur pose of preserving and enhancing the EEOB' s
exterior. |'mhere today to represent Secretary
of the Interior, Doug Burgum regarding the
Comm ssion's review of this project.

| just want to note that we appreciate
the applicant's broader goal of preserving and
enhanci ng t he bui |l ding's exterior t hr ough
cl eani ng, preservati on, r epoi nting, seal ant
repl acenent, stone restoration, and painting. |
particularly want to note M. Erb's commtnent to
the third-party expert review and testing of
painting, and | |look forward to | earning nore
about that in future neetings. No further
coments. Thank you.

CHAI R(VAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Argo?

M5. ARGO. | particularly appreciated the

comments and the input fromthe National Trust for
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Hi storic Preservation. You know, this is nore
significant than | think a lot of folks, including
nysel f, before this neeting. And, you know, our
response to this, I think, is significant in terns
of how we | ook to preserve our built heritage. So
thank you for letting ne be part of this.

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner. Vice Chairman Levenbach?

MR. LEVENBACH: | want to thank the
peopl e that have presented and al so all those who
shared their views. | think there are three pl aces
where the record can be strengthened a little bit,
at least it would stand out in ny mnd. One is
there are points nade that this is novel, that
granted fromthis era it hasn't been painted
before. | think it would be hel pful to | ook at
the French Second Enpire-style buildings and
masonry of the tinme and | ook at that as a reference
point to address whether it is indeed first of its
ki nd.

Secondly is just the pain, the testing

that's going on, and there are sone points nade
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regarding the inability to performas it was
represented. And so we're definitely interested
in those results. And then |last, the naintenance
costs and al so giving sone insight into what are
the current nmaintenance costs and how that

conpares as what they would be. All three of

those, | think, if you conme back wth sone
additional information, |1'd be very interested.
CHAI RVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach. |s Comm ssioner Blair with us
onl i ne?
V5. HOTTEL- COX: He S onl i ne,

Comm ssioner Blair, can you hear us? Wile we
wait, | do believe Conm ssioner Dixon is back.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Ckay. Well, let's go
wi th Comm ssioner Di xon, and then if Janes wants
to provide comments, he can as well. Conm ssioner
Di xon, can you hear ne?

MR. DIXON. Yes, | can. | have no
comrents. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Okay. Thank you. Is

he okay? | mssed that, I'msorry. | expressed
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the sense of the Comm ssion and that | hope that
Comm ssioner Dixon's dentist appointnment goes
wel | . Comm ssioner Blair, are you with us? |
don't hear Conm ssioner Blair.

Ckay. I'Il just proceed. Speaking for
nmyself, first of all, 1'd like to thank our staff
for their customary diligence in reviewing this
project. | think the comments in the report here
are well thought out. And the answers to those
comments, | think, will be very instructive as we
proceed with reviewing this project.

|'"d also like to thank the nenbers of the
public again, who took the tinme to cone down and
testify today or who joined us online. | think
this was an informative neeting. And | think
| ook forward to seeing how this project subm ssion
in this project develop in the weeks and nont hs
ahead.

At this time, are there any further
comrents or questions from nenbers of the
Comm ssi on? Hearing and seeing none, Madam

Secretary, could you please confirmthe notion and

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

t he second, and take a vot

M5. HOTTEL- COX:

CHAI RVAN SCHARF:

M5. HOTTEL- COX:
MR. BLAIR  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:
MR. | NGRASSI A:
M5. HOTTEL- COX:
Comm ssi oner Di xon?

94
e by roll call?

Yes. The notion was

made by Vi ce Chairman Levenbach and seconded by

Comm ssi oner Ingrassia. Conmm ssioner Cozart?
MS. COZART: Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conmi ssioner Bruch?
MR, BRUCH:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conm ssi oner Bowr on?
M5, BOARON:  Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssioner Argo?
M5. ARGO  Yes.
V5. HOTTEL- COX: Vi ce Chai r man
Levenbach?
MR. LEVENBACH: Yes.
M5. HOTTEL- COX: Chairman Scharf?

Yes.
Comm ssi oner Blair?
Comm ssi oner | ngrassia?

Yes.

Comm ssi oner Di xon?
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MR. DI XON: Maybe |'m abl e to speak.
Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Comm ssi oner Cash?

MR CASH. Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conm ssi oner Henderson?

MR. HENDERSON: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner MGowan?

M5. MCGOMN:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Thank you. The notion
passes.

CHAI RVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
secretary. Wth that, we'll nove on to agenda

item 6B, which is a request to approve prelimnary
and final site and building plans for -- sorry. A
| ot of folks, | guess, are not as interested in
t he Pentagon vehicle gate. Building plans for the
Pent agon Commerci al Vehicle Inspection Facility.
From our team we have Laura Shi pman who's goi ng
to be presenting today. And Laura, you can proceed
whenever you're ready.

M5. SHI PMAN:  Good afternoon, Chairnman

Scharf and Conm ssioners. WAshi ngton Headquarters
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Services has submtted prelimnary and final site
and building plans for a comrercial vehicle
I nspection facility on the Pentagon canpus in
Arlington, Virginia. Concept plans were reviewed
by the Comm ssion on the consent agenda in
February of this year, and the coments were
supportive of the projects devel opnent.

The Comrer ci al Vehi cl e | nspecti on
Facility Project is located off of Colunbia Pike
and adj acent to the 9/11 Menorial. The 2024
Pent agon reservation nmaster plan update approved
by the Conm ssion includes the proposed facility,
whi ch plays an inportant role in security securing
the canpus. The project wll replace the
tenporary secure access | ane renote screening
facility to inprove operations and overall
security for deliveries, and will also replace the
nmobi |l e tenporary public restroons.

This is a view fromthe 9/11 Menori al
entrance of the existing canopy structure and
chain link fencing that will be replaced. And

al so a view of the existing tenporary restroom
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trailer for Menorial visitors that wll be
repl aced as well. The proposed site plan includes
an inspection canopy structure, reconstructed
access roadways, a permanent public restroom
facility and construction of security neasures,
i ncl udi ng fences gates, and barrier walls.

The appl i cant has made sever al
I nprovenents to the site design canopy and facade
in response to NCPC and other review agency
comments. The previous iteration of the project
shown here included a gridded precast concrete
veneer panel on the building colums and canopy,
whi ch increased the thickness and visibility of
the structure. The final design mnimzes the
canopy structure by renoving the veneer fromthe
colums and angling the canopy soffit to a thin
edge.

Here's a rendering of the proposed
i nspection facility. The facade naterial was
changed to netal panel, which better reflects that
this is a service facility that should act as a

background building to the historic Pentagon
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structure. The restroom design has al so been
I nproved fromthe previous iteration shown here
with gridded siding. The proposed netal panel
construction is simlar to the inspection
facility.

The restroomcircul ati on has al so been
I nproved to ensure elenents are not protruding
into the sidewal k and users have a clear and
separated entry pathway with increased privacy.
Landscape features are also used in the site
design to decrease the visual inpact of the
i nspection facility to pedestrians and the
adj acent nenorial. Here is a view fromthe
Menorial | ooking towards the inspection facility
Wi th vegetative screening along the fence |ine.
And here is a view from Washi ngt on Boul evard of
the inspection facility and the historic Pentagon
bui | di ng beyond.

| will note that the Virginia SHPO
concurred with the applicant's finding of no
adverse effect on historic properties, and the

Comm ssion of Fine Arts had no objection to the
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pr oposal .

In response to public comrent on the
pl ant palette, the applicant wll replace two
proposed plants with common m | kweed and little

bl uestem They note that sone of the other

plantings of concern in the coment wll be

retai ned for buyer retention purposes and to
provi de year-round visual separation between the
facility and the adjacent nenorial while also
neeting required security sightlines.

Staff finds the revised plant palette
I ncl udes species supportive of pollinators and is
generally consistent wth the NCPC Pol | i nat or
Resource CGuide, which allows sone flexibility to
neet project needs. Wth regard to future
pl anning, an Ofsite Pentagon 9/11 Menori al
Visitor Education Center 1is planned on the
southern expansion of the Arlington National
Cenetery to the west of the Pentagon Reservation.

The Conmm ssion revi ewed concept plans
for the project in 2023 and noted a difficult

pedestrian connection al ong Col unbi a Pi ke between
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the visitor center and nenorial. Staff recommends
that as part of the upcom ng naster plan and future
projects, the applicant coordinate with |ocal and
federal transportation authorities to inprove this
connecti on.

Measur es may I ncl ude vegetative
screeni ng between the perineter fence and sidewal k
on Col unbia Pike, as well as a | andscape buffer
bet ween the sidewal k and roadway. Additional
wayfi ndi ng signage is also recommended to direct
visitors to the 9/11 Menori al .

Overall, the proposal is generally
consistent with policy set forth in the federal
el ements of the conprehensive plan and staff
recomends the Conm ssion approve the prelimnary
and final site and building plans, but the
comrents highlighted in nmy presentation and |isted
here. That concludes ny presentation. Menbers of
the applicant teamare also available virtually to
answer any questions fromthe Comm ssion. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, Laura. Do
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any conm ssi oners have any questions either for
Laura or for the project teamat this tine?

Hearing none, we'll now turn to the public
testinony portion of this item W have one person
signed up to speak on this matter today. M.

Berne, are you with us?

MR. BERNE: Yes, | am Can you hear ne?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: W can hear you | oud
and clear, sir. You have three mnutes to provide
your testinony, and pl ease proceed whenever you're
r eady.

MR. BERNE: Thank you. This project does
not adequately align with recommendations in the
NCPC s Pollinator Best Practices Cuide. I n
response to ny initial coments, as you just
heard, the HNC s representative, Janice Sina of
Duberry, sent a nessage in this shipnent that
stated that Duberry had added two native pl ants,
coomon mlkweed and Ilittle bluestem to its
| andscape schedule to replace two plants that |
found to be unsatisfactory.

These changes were consistent wth
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recomendations in the NCPC s guide. However,

al though there were two plants that were repl aced,
Duberry did not renove 11 non-native plants and
cultivars fromits | andscape schedul es. These nmay
not feed native pollinators, may be invasive, or
may be toxic to insects. The NCPC s guides

cont ai ned recomendat i ons t hat oppose t he
installation of these types of projects. Only
changing two out of 13 is not enough.

Ms. Duberry wote that -- Ms. Sina wote
that Duberry had chosen those plants to neet
specific project requirenents. She wote that
those requirenents include safety and security, as
well as those for planting the projects by
proposed bioretention facilities. M. Sina also
wote that all these plants were included in
previously approved projects at the Pentagon or to
meet a specific visual or security need.

These objections to recomendations in
the NCPC s gui des do not appear to be reasonabl e,
especi ally because there are so nany. \Wen we

wer e di scussi ng desi gned | andscapes, the guide
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cites a federal docunent that states, choose
plants that are best for your ecoregion,
preferably native plants to which pollinators are
nost accustoned. The gui de reconmends agai nst
supplanting and cultivars, stating, quote,
prioritize the original native species whenever
possi ble. These are possible in this case.

There are many native plants that have
simlar characteristics to those that Duberry has
selected for this project. Many can provide
safety, security, and perceived visual needs.

Sone are frequently planted in bioretention
facilities. The NCPC nost |ikely approved the
sel ected species from ot her Pentagon projects
before it issued its pollinator guide.

Pl ease do not approve this project until
Duberry revises its | andscape schedule to perform
Wi th recomendations in the NCPC s guide. Wthout
such di sapprovals, the guide will becone usel ess.
Li ke Duberry, many will give dubi ous excuses for
not conformng with the guide's recommendati ons.

|'ve said this before to you regardi ng ot her
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projects before, including the last neeting.
Pl ease consider it again now Thank you.

CHAl RMAN SCHARF: Thank you, M. Berne.
Are there any questions for our witness here from
any nenbers of the Comm ssion? Hearing and seei ng
none, thank you for your testinony, sir. |It's
al ways good to see you. |s there a notion at this
time to approve a prelimnary and final site and
bui | ding plans for the Pentagon Comercial Vehicle
| nspection Facility?

MR. LEVENBACH. So noved.

CHAI RMAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman Levenbach. |s there a second?

MR BRUCH: Yes, | second that notion.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner. Wth that, I'll open it to the
Comm ssion for discussion, and | wll start

del i berations fittingly with Conmm ssi oner Bruch.
MR. BRUCH. Nunber one, thank you very

much. And Laura Shi pman, thank you very nuch for

your presentation. And |I've also got to thank M.

Berne for his passion for our natural habitat here
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on the East Coast. W really appreciate the
Comm ssion's support for this project. This is a
security access asset of the Pentagon with very
high-level traffic and a very underwhel m ng
current status of the security nechani sns, given
that it was immediately erected after 9/11 or
shortly after that, and has persisted for over two
decades.

So we appreciate the Comm ssion's
support, a very high density. W do have a K-9
unit that is very active at that site today and
will continue to be active. And | think that what
we have designed there addresses both the
aesthetics of preserving the historical nature of
t he Pentagon, as well as conpletely enhances the
security of a very high level traffic that cones
in there. So thank you for your support.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Commi ssi oner. Conm ssi oner Bow on?

M5. BOARON: | just want to acknow edge
and appreci ate the changes nade by the applicant

in response to earlier feedback. The design
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presented today, | think both neets the
operational needs while also recognizing the
setting.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Argo?

M5. ARGO | have no additional
guestions, but appreciate the work that's been
done and in the attention that was paid to earlier
comments made by the Comm ssion. Thank you for
your work on this.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner. Vice Chairman Levenbach?

MR. LEVENBACH: | have no comments.

CHAI RVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Vice
Chai rman. Conm ssioner Blair?

MR, BLAIR No comments.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner |ngrassia?

MR. | NGRASSI A Thank you for the
presentation today. | have no further comrents.
CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,

Conmm ssi oner. Conmm ssi oner Di xon?
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MR. DI XON: | have no conments.

CHAI R(VAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner. Conmm ssi oner Cash?

MR. CASH. | have no comments. Thank
you.

CHAI R\VAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner Henderson?

MR. HENDERSON: No conmments. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssi oner. Comm ssi oner McGowan?

M5. MCGOMAN: | don't have any conments,
but thank you, staff, for the presentation.

CHAl RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner. And Conm ssioner Cozart?

M5. COZART: | appreciate the staff work
on this presentation and this project overall. No
addi ti onal conments.

CHAI RVAN SCHARF: Thank you,
Comm ssioner. Speaking for nyself, | just think
this is another classic exanpl e where engagenent
wi th NCPC and novi ng t hrough our process has

resulted in a significantly inproved final
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pr oduct . Anytime you can renobve tenporary
restroons and tenporary structures and repl ace
themw th sonething nore permanent, that's a good
thing, but we also need to be m ndful, obviously,
of the surroundings and the built environnment.

| support this project. 1'd like to
t hank the applicant teamfor their work wth our
team and | look forward to seeing this project
conme through to fruition. Are there any further
coments or questions at this tinme? Hearing and
seei ng none, Madam Secretary, can you pl ease
confirmthe notion and second, and take the vote
by roll call?

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Yes, the notion was nade
by Vice Chairman Levenbach and seconded by

Conmm ssi oner Bruch. Comm ssi oner Cozart?

MS. COZART:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmmi ssioner Bruch?
MR, BRUCH  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conm ssi oner Bowr on?
M5. BOARON:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Argo?
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M5. ARGO  Yes.

IVB. HOTTEL- COX: Vi ce Chai r man
Levenbach?

MR. LEVENBACH:. Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Chairman Scharf?

CHAl RMAN SCHARF:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssioner Blair?

MR. BLAIR  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conm ssi oner |ngrassia?

MR | NGRASSI A Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Comm ssi oner Di xon?
Comm ssi oner Cash?

MR CASH:. Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX:  Conm ssi oner Henderson?

MR, HENDERSON: Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Conmm ssi oner MGowan?

M5, MCGOMN:  Yes.

M5. HOTTEL- COX: Thank you. The notion
carries.

CHAI RMVAN  SCHARF: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. Are there any further comments or

questions at this tinme before we wap for the day?
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Heari ng and seei ng none, that concludes our open
sessi on agenda. Qur next neeting wll be on
Thur sday, June 4th at 1:00 p.m And if there's
no ot her business to discuss, this neeting i s now
adj our ned.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

went off the record at 2:46 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcri bed
under ny direction; further, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs; and that | amneither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties
to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that | amnot a relative nor an
enpl oyee of any of the parties nor counsel

enpl oyed by the parties, and | am not
financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of the action.

Ahamad Shaki | - Azi zi
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