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PROJECT SUMMARY 
The Executive Office of the President, in conjunction with the United States Secret Service (USSS) 
and with the National Park Service (NPS), has submitted final site and building plans for the 
construction of a new permanent security screening facility for visitors to the White House, in 
downtown Washington, DC. The Commission approved the preliminary site and building plans 
with comments at their September 3, 2026, meeting. The Commission also expressed support for 
the project’s goal to provide a permanent White House Visitor Screening Facility for the United 
States Secret Service  that can support security screening needs for visitor tours, large-scale events, 
White House staff, and contractors. 

The final plans are generally consistent with the previous review. In addition, the applicant has 
provided a landscape plan, as well as explanations on the facility’s capacity and approach for 
architectural detailing on the ground-level pavilions, in response to the Commission’s previous 
requests and comments. 

KEY INFORMATION 

• The new visitor screening facility consists of three components: an entrance pavilion
located on the western most quadrant of Sherman Park, a below-grade facility, and a
ground-level facility on East Executive Avenue, between the proposed White House
Ballroom and the Treasury Building.

• The Commission provided comments on the concept plans for the new White House Visitor
Screening Facility at its April 2, 2026 meeting.

• At concept review, the entrance facility was located at the south side of the Sherman Park.
After additional agency consultation, and further engineering, the entry pavilion was
moved to the west side.
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• The Commission approved the preliminary site and building plans at its September 3, 2026
meeting, supporting the project goals and the new location for the entrance pavilion.

• President’s Park is an 82-acre park that serves as the setting for the White House and other
federal buildings as well as memorials and monuments. It is a nationally significant cultural
landscape in the monumental core of Washington, DC, and is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places.

• The 2000 White House and President’s Park Master Plan envisioned the creation of an
underground screening facility located at the Department of Commerce and 15th Street.

• Currently, Sherman Park is not accessible to the public due to the current construction
project of the East Wing Modernization Project.

• The applicant has expressed that a comprehensive perimeter security project is needed in
the area around Sherman Park, and will be explored at a future date.

RECOMMENDATION 
Approves the final site and building plans for the new White House Visitor Screening Facility, 
located at President’s Park in northwest Washington, DC. 

Notes that as agreed to in the Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement, the applicant will continue 
to consult with the signatories, including NCPC, on further refinements of the exit pavilion design. 

Commends the applicant for working with the review agencies and the Section 106 consulting 
parties to identify a more appropriate location and design approach for the new White House 
Visitor Screening Facility, that meets the applicant’s needs while minimizing impacts to historic 
resources. 

Adopts the Environmental Assessment prepared by the National Park Service, dated August 
2026 for use by the Commission pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. 

PROJECT REVIEW TIMELINE 

Previous actions - April 2, 2026 – Approval of comments on concept plans.
- September 3, 2026 – Approval of preliminary site and building
plans.

Remaining actions 
(anticipated) 

– None.
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PROJECT ANALYSIS 

Executive Summary 

The Executive Office of the President, in conjunction with the United States Secret Service (USSS) 
and the National Park Service (NPS), has submitted final site and building plans for the 
construction of a new permanent visitor screening facility (VSF) for White House visitors arriving 
for tours and events. The project includes three main components: an above-grade entrance 
pavilion, a below-grade screening facility, and an above-grade exit pavilion. The project 
components are located with Sherman Park and East Executive Park, which are part of President’s 
Park, which itself is a cultural landscape that is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Commission approved the preliminary site and building plans at their September 3, 2026, 
meeting, supporting the revised location for the entrance pavilion on the western quadrant of 
Sherman Park, as it helps minimize visual impacts and allows the park to function as a welcoming 
arrival space to the White House complex. The Commission also continued to support the project’s 
goal to provide a permanent White House Visitor Screening Facility for the United States Secret 
Service  that can support security screening needs for visitor tours, large-scale events, White House 
staff, and contractors. 

Currently, the USSS uses temporary trailers on East Executive Avenue to screen visitors, following 
an initial identification screening on Hamilton Place in temporary tents. The existing use of 
temporary security elements around President’s Park and the White House detracts from the visitor 
experience and beauty of the setting. The project will provide a permanent facility that is 
appropriately sited and designed for the location within President’s Park, near the White House. 
The applicant has worked to improve both the site plan and building design in coordination with 
the review agencies and other consulting parties.  As such, staff recommends the Commission 
approve the final site and building plans for the new White House Visitor Screening Facility, 
located at President’s Park in northwest Washington, DC. In addition, staff recommends the 
Commission commend the applicant for working with the review agencies and the Section 
106 consulting parties to identify a more appropriate location and design approach for the 
new White House Visitor Screening Facility, that meets the applicants needs while 
minimizing impacts to historic resources. 

Entrance Pavilion 

At the preliminary review, the Commission supported the applicant’s new design approach for the 
White House Visitor Screening Facility, consisting of an entrance pavilion, sited along the 
westernmost edge of Sherman Park where the quadrant is significantly wider than the north, south, 
and east sides. The east façade of the building is aligned to match the distance between the 
monument and existing retaining wall along 15th Street on the opposite side. The proposed entrance 
pavilion preserves key public viewsheds of the monument and the Treasury Building while 
providing a dignified central entry point to the White House from the park and Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 
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The approximately 8,000-square foot entrance pavilion is conceived as a classically-inspired 
composition that reinforces the formal character and significance of the site. A rhythmic colonnade 
of ten columns supports a carefully proportioned entablature and balustrade, creating a dignified 
architectural presence. The composition is aligned on axis of the Sherman Monument, establishing 
a strong visual relationship between the new structure and the surrounding historic landscape while 
emphasizing procession, order, and monumentality. The design has not changed significantly since 
preliminary review. 

Below-Grade Facility 

The below-grade component of the project is intentionally positioned beneath Sherman Park’s 
west quadrant to reduce visual impact and to avoid infrastructure conflicts in the southeast corner 
of the park. Landscape restoration, including new tree plantings, will be provided within all 
impacted zones to reinstate and enhance the park’s character. The below-grade component of the 
facility will include the necessary security procedures, technology and support space to meet the 
USSS protective mission for screening all visitors entering the White House. The primary 
screening area is sized to accommodate the equipment and spatial requirements necessary to 
achieve the throughput capacities established by USSS for large events. The space is organized as 
an open floor plan to provide maximum flexibility with 6 lanes to accommodate current screening 
processes and equipment, and to support adaptation to evolving screening technologies and 
capabilities. A stairwell located at the southwest corner of the park, immediately adjacent to the 
south gate of East Executive Avenue, will function as a badged access point for USSS and facility 
personnel, as well as an emergency egress from the below-grade building. 

The facility has an occupancy capacity of over 700 people to allow adequate space for queuing 
throughout the various phases of screening. While deploying the latest screening technology and 
processes, the facility will handle the anticipated flow for major events when fully staffed. 

Exit Facility 

The new ground level exit facility is 4,000 square feet located on East Executive Avenue. Badged 
staff and contractors will enter via the ground-level building. The north side of this building will 
also enclose the escalators from the below-grade program, serving as the exit point from the facility 
into the cleared side of the campus. The architectural design of the staff screening and exit building 
incorporates freestanding columns at the north entrance, engaged columns in the balance of the 
building, and a flat roof articulated with a classically detailed entablature. 

Regarding the design of both pavilions, the applicant has continued to refine the architectural 
details of both the entrance and the exit pavilions, to reflect the setting adjacent to the classically 
designed Treasury Building and the White House grounds. The final design of the screening 
facility’s above ground components reflect the architectural direction in the Executive Order 
related to classical architecture for federal building; The applicant has indicated that after 
considering additional design refinements, the approach to the architectural detailing shown in the 
final reflects that as shown at the preliminary review. Visual and design continuity with the White 
House campus is maintained through a datum articulated by square columns that are consistent 
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with those used in the lower portion of the designed ballroom. The incorporation of Corinthian 
capitals further reinforces this connection, aligning with the ballroom’s classical architectural 
language. Additional column styles were evaluated for the screening facility, including smooth, 
round columns with Doric capitals. The applicant determined the alternative styles do not establish 
as strong of a relationship with the architecture of the adjacent ballroom at the same datum. Staff 
notes that as agreed to in the Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement, the applicant will continue 
to consult with the signatories, including NCPC, on further refinements of the exit pavilion design. 

Trees and Landscape 

At the preliminary review, the Commission requested the applicant provide, as part of the final 
submission, a landscape plan that identifies the proposed locations and species for all 
replacement trees and other plantings. In response, the applicant has included a full landscape 
plan. Replacement trees will include Willow Oaks, Princeton Elms, and Flowering Dogwoods. 
Plantings around existing and new site walls will be selected and coordinated with NPS to 
provide a cohesive design that includes all four sides of the monument. Trees are proposed along 
lower East Executive Avenue within the sidewalk similar to the existing trees along 15th Street. 
These will provide a landscape buffer between parking and the west face of the pavilion. The 
landscape design for the west side of East Executive Avenue across from the proposed exit 
building (location of existing temporary trailers) will be provided as part of the adjacent East 
Wing project.

The existing historic pathways and retaining walls at each corner of the park will remain in the 
finished site condition; however, the northwest and southwest pathways will need to be 
removed and rebuilt for construction of the Entrance Pavillion’s underground facilities. 
Additionally, steps will be integrated into the rebuilt southwest pathway to clear the below-
grade portion of the proposed structure. 

The northwest and southwest walkways radiating from the pedestal of the General Sherman 
statue will be defined and isolated with cast iron post-and-chain bollards. These walkways will 
feature decorative concrete paving to match the existing concrete in this location, the radiating 
walkways extending to the northeast and southeast, and the walkway surrounding the pedestal. 
Stairs within the radiating walkways will be stone, providing a materiality consistent with 
adjacent site elements. Annuals will be planted around the perimeter of the walkway 
surrounding the pedestal; these seasonal plantings will provide color, soften hardscape 
edges, and visually frame the monument area. The walkway and plaza linking the Sherman 
statue to the Entrance Pavilion will be paved with decorative stone. Additionally, stone seat walls 
will separate the walkways, planting beds, and turf, clarifying the entry procession. The seat 
walls’ geometry and materiality will complement the stone paving and the Entrance 
Pavillion façade. Along the western perimeter, walkways will be precast pavers selected to 
match existing perimeter paving. A stone curb will separate the western walkway from the 
adjacent plantings along the Entrance Pavilion. The 
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walkways surrounding the Exit Building, along with the stairs and ramp leading to it, will receive 
a decorative stone paving similar to the installation at the Entrance Pavilion. This will provide 
consistent character in high-use areas and at key thresholds. 

CONFORMANCE TO EXISTING PLANS, POLICIES AND RELATED GUIDANCE 
 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 
 
Staff reviewed the project considering the policies set forth in the Comprehensive Plan for the 
National Capital, particularly those found in the Urban Design, Historic Preservation, Parks and 
Open Space, and Visitors and Commemoration Elements as described in this report. Several 
Comprehensive Plan policies acknowledge the need to balance new uses and contemporary needs 
within existing landscapes and the built legacy of Washington, DC (POS.A.8 and POS.A.12). The 
policies recognize that the Nation’s Capital will continue to change and develop over time. 
 
As a reminder, the Commission takes a holistic approach when applying the Comprehensive Plan 
policies in the context of the project’s needs and objectives when making a determination 
regarding consistency. On the whole, the project is generally consistent with the Federal Elements 
of the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. 
 
National Historic Preservation Act 
 
Both NPS and NCPC have an independent responsibility to comply with the National Historic 
Preservation Act. NPS initiated the Section 106 process of the National Historic Preservation Act, 
held several consulting parties meetings, and prepared a draft revised Assessment of Effects and 
Memorandum of Agreement. NCPC designated the National Park Service as lead federal agency 
for the purpose of compliance with the Section 106 process of the National Historic Preservation 
Act. The Memorandum of Agreement was executed on September 21, 2026 to codify agree-upon 
mitigation measures. 
 
National Environmental Policy Act 
 
Both NPS and NCPC have an independent responsibility to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). NPS is lead agency and prepared an Environmental 
Assessment. Per NEPA and NCPC’s NEPA regulations, NCPC may utilize environmental 
documentation prepared by another agency for a project submitted to NCPC. As such, staff 
recommends the Commission adopt the Environmental Assessment prepared by the National 
Park Service, dated August 2026 for use by the Commission. A Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI) was prepared based upon the EA and the submission materials. The FONSI will 
be signed following the Commission’s action on the application. 
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CONSULTATION 

Coordinating Committee 

At their September 9, 2026 meeting, the Committee forwarded the proposed final site and building 
plans to the Commission with the statement that the proposal was coordinated with some, but not 
all, participating agencies. The DC SHPO acknowledged that NPS and the Secret Service have 
held several agency review and consulting parties’ meetings and appreciates that some meaningful 
progress has been made towards designing a more compatible facility. However, DC SHPO 
remains concerned about several aspects of the most recent concept, most notably related to the 
north building. Therefore, the DC SHPO stated they were not coordinating and objects to the 
project being added to NCPC’s October agenda until these concerns can be adequately addressed. 
The District Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE) also stated they were not 
coordinated and requested that the applicant contact it to schedule a preliminary design review 
meeting (PDRM) if needed, as work will likely trigger stormwater requirements. DOEE also noted 
that the applicant seems to be aware of DOEE stormwater requirements and has a plan to meet the 
stormwater retention volume. U.S. Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) staff noted that it reviewed 
the project approved revised concept plans at its July meeting, and noted that the current design 
has some changes since its review. CFA delegated final review to agency staff.  

U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 

The US. Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) approved revised concept plans at their July 2026 
meeting, and delegated final review to agency staff. See attached letters.

ONLINE REFERENCE 

The following supporting documents for this project are available online at www.ncpc.gov: 

• Submission Package

Prepared by Lee Webb 
09/23/2026 

POWERPOINT (ATTACHED) 

https://www.ncpc.gov/
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Project Summary

The Executive Office of the President in conjunction with the United States Secret Service (USSS) and with the National Park Service (NPS), and the
United States Department of the Interior (DOI) proposes constructing a permanent security screening facility for visitors to the White House for tours
and events. The facility will be located underneath Sherman Park, which is located Southeast of the White House. The Commission provided
comments on a concept design for the project at its April 2, 2026, meeting. Since the concept review, the location of the entrance pavilion has been
shifted to the west side of Sherman Park, while the underground component remains in the west quadrant as well. The exit structure remains
located on East Executive Avenue. The applicant received a Preliminary approval at the Commission’s September 3, 2026 meeting. The applicant is
now seeking final review of site and building plans.

With the revised design, visitors will now enter the facility through an above ground pavilion located in the western quadrant of the park, aligned
with the existing statue of General Sherman. Queuing will begin along a new pathway extending from the monument to the new entrance pavilion,
where visitors will undergo an initial id check before proceeding into the facility. Visitors will then proceed through the lobby and down into the
lower level.

The below grade facility is approximately 33,000 square feet. The depth of the building accounts for a 12 foot clear floor to underside of structure, 2
feet allocation for concrete structure, and a minimum of 3 feet ground cover above.

8763

Lee Webb

Staff Presentation

Approval of Final Site and Building Plans

40 U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1) and (d)

October 1, 2026
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Project Summary

Upon successfully clearing primary screening, visitors proceed to the escalators that return them to grade level north of the secure
fence line along East Executive Avenue. A stairwell located at the southwest corner of the park, immediately adjacent to the south
gate of East Executive Avenue, will function as a badged access point for USSS and facility personnel, as well as an emergency
egress from the below-grade building.

Landscape restoration, including new tree plantings, will be provided within all impacted zones to reinstate and enhance the park’s
character.

Since 2005 USSS has utilized temporary trailers on East Executive Avenue for security screening of White House tours and event 
guests. 

The applicant has been hosting Section 106 Consultation meetings and intends to execute a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) to 
codify agreed-upon mitigation measures to resolve adverse effects related to the project.
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Location Map

Site Location

Location Map
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White House Visitor Screening Facility Final Submission
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Project Overview
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Description of Project Area
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Description of Project
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Photographs of Existing Conditions in Sherman Park
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Photographs of Existing Conditions in Sherman Park 
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Photographs of Existing Conditions in Sherman Park
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Existing Conditions of Visitor Movement in Park 
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Photographs of Existing Temporary Screening
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Rendering of Proposed New Screening Facility
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Existing Site Conditions
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Tree Survey and Tree Replacement Information
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Proposed Landscape Plan
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Proposed Landscape Plan
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Proposed Plant Schedule
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Proposed Site Materials
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Proposed Site Grading



National Capital Planning Commission22 File: 8763

Proposed Visitor Access and Site Movement
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Proposed Visitor Screening Interior Path
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Screening Entrance Pavilion
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Architectural Design Details with Ballroom
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Rendering of Entrance Pavilion
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Rendering of Entrance Pavilion 
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Rendering of Entrance Pavilion, Corner of E and 15th Streets
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Rendering of Entrance Pavilion, Hamilton Place and 15th Street
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Rendering of Entrance Pavilion, East Executive Avenue
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Sections of Underground Facility
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Section of Underground Facility
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Exit Pavilion
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Rendering of Exit Pavilion
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Rendering of Exit Pavilion, View from Northwest
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Rendering of Exit Pavilion, from Treasury Building
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Elevations of Exit Pavilion
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Elevations of Exit Pavilion
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Elevations of Entrance Pavilion
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Elevations of Entrance Pavilion
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Elevations of Entrance and Exit Pavilions
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Typical Wall Sections
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Roof Plans
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Alternative Locations Considered and Dismissed
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Original Concept Preferred Location Dismissed
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Environmental and Historic Considerations
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Environmental and Historic Considerations
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Environmental and Historic Considerations
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Environmental and Historic Considerations
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Environmental and Historic Considerations
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Environmental and Historic Considerations
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Environmental and Historic Considerations
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Environmental and Historic Considerations 
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Environmental and Historic Considerations



23 July 2026 

Dear Mr. Fisher: 

In its public meeting of 16 July, the Commission of Fine Arts reviewed a revised 
concept design submission for a new White House visitor screening facility, whose 
entrance pavilion is now proposed to be located on the west side of Sherman Park, 
along East Executive Avenue, NW.  The Commission approved the revised concept 
with the following comments and delegated the final review to the staff. 

The Commission members endorsed the new location of the entrance pavilion, which 
is now proposed to be above-grade and approached through the park itself, since the 
previously approved below-grade location on the park’s south side is not feasible due 
to the constraints of existing underground infrastructure.  They expressed overall 
support for the architectural character of the new pavilion, which would feature a 
decastyle portico of square Corinthian columns set on a central block flanked by two 
subordinate wings.  However, they suggested several refinements for the 
development of the final design.  For the overall building cladding, they advised 
using smaller-sized masonry blocks set in a running bond, instead of the stacked bond 
in larger pieces as shown.  Within the portico, they recommended adding architraves 
to the entrance doors to give them an elevated architectural presence.  For the wings, 
they recommended widening the corner piers to give them a more substantial 
appearance, as well as extending the inner piers to meet the central portico in order to 
better frame the entrance.  In addition, they found that the blank end walls of the 
wings would be inappropriate for the setting, and they therefore suggested adding 
windows to articulate the facades and to provide daylight for the interior grand stair 
that would lead to the below-grade screening area.   

Regarding the revised design of the exit pavilion, the Commission members found 
the revised fenestration design of oversized single-pane plate-glass windows to be 
inconsistent with the approved concept and with the principles of Classical 
architecture; they therefore advised reverting to the previous proposal for traditional 
divided-light windows, whose proportions and character would be compatible with 
the historic White House and the proposed ballroom.   

For the development and documentation of the final design, they requested elevation 
drawings and renderings of all four sides of the entrance pavilion.  They suggested 
the installation of flags on either side of the entrance portico, and they also suggested 
restoring the General Sherman statue to its original appearance, including returning 
any missing sculptural elements. 

The Commission looks forward to the expeditious completion of this important 
project which will serve as part of the White House complex.  Please consult on the 



development of the design and the delegated final review with the staff which, as 
always, is available to assist you.

     Sincerely,

Thomas E. Luebke, FAIA 
     Secretary

Joshua Fisher, Assistant to the President
Director, Office of Management and Administration
Executive Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20500 

cc: Andrew Stohs, U.S. Secret Service
Jeff Harner, AECOM
John Stanwich, National Park Service
Marcel Acosta, National Capital Planning Commission
David Maloney, D.C. Historic Preservation Office



24 September 2026 

Dear Mr. Fisher: 

The staff of the Commission of Fine Arts has reviewed the final design submission 
materials for the new White House visitor screening facility, proposed to be located 
on the west side of Sherman Park, along East Executive Avenue, NW.  The staff 
finds that the proposal as documented conforms with the Commission’s comments 
regarding the approved revised concept design and its direction for action on this 
submission. 

With the authority delegated by the Commission at its meeting of 16 July 2026, we 
approve the final design for the entrance and exit pavilions associated with the 
project, as documented in the materials received 14 September 2026, with the 
provision that any further refinement of the design of the exit pavilion made as part 
of the historic preservation agreement, to be concluded by 19 November 2026, be 
forwarded to the CFA staff for review as a revision to the final design.   

The Commission looks forward to the completion of this important project.  Please 
consult on the development of the exit pavilion design with the staff which, as 
always, is available to assist you. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas E. Luebke, FAIA 
Secretary 

Joshua Fisher, Assistant to the President 
Director, Office of Management and Administration 
Executive Office of the President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC  20500 

cc: Andrew Stohs, U.S. Secret Service 
Jeff Harner, AECOM 
John Stanwich, National Park Service 
Diane Sullivan, National Capital Planning Commission 
David Maloney, D.C. Historic Preservation Office 

U. S.  C O M M I S S I O N  O F  F I N E  A R T S
ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS 17 MAY 1910

401 F STREET NW    SUITE 312     WASHINGTON DC  20001-2728    202-504-2200    FAX 202-504-2195    WWW.CFA.GOV
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