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The National Park Service (NPS) has submitted preliminary and final site development plans for a pervious 
asphalt trail to replace an existing dirt path at Fort Reno Park (Park) located between Fort Drive, NW and 
Chesapeake Street, NW in Washington, DC. The proposed trail will be eight feet wide and meet 
accessibility standards. The proposal also includes twelve new solar powered LED light fixtures that will 
light the trail at night. The proposed light fixture is similar in style to the fixture currently installed at the 
nearby Metropolitan Branch Trail and will have full cut-offs to prevent spillover of light to surrounding 
areas. In addition, existing bollards at the entrance to the trail on Fort Drive will be salvaged and reset and 
drainage improvements associated with the trail installation are also proposed. 
 
Several existing mature trees are located near the project’s limits of disturbance.  While NPS intends to 
limit impacts to the trees and preserve all existing vegetation, the proximity of the limits of disturbance to 
the trees’ critical root zones may result in some tree removal. Staff recommends that NPS submit a tree 
replacement plan prepared pursuant to NCPC’s recently adopted tree preservation and replacement policies 
for review if any trees are removed as a result of this undertaking. 
 

 
Figure 1 Proposed Trail and Lighting Improvements 
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Fort Reno Park is historically and culturally significant as it is located within the boundary of the Civil War 
Defenses of Washington which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Park is also the 
site of the non-extant Reno City, a predominantly African American working-class neighborhood that 
developed at the close of the Civil War. The proposal advances general objectives of the Federal Historic 
Preservation, Parks and Open Space, and Environment Elements of the Comprehensive Plan including 
policies related to protection and maintenance of historic properties, light pollution, and sustainable low 
impact development. 

Both NPS and NCPC have compliance responsibilities under both the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). NPS initiated consultation 
with the District Historic Preservation Office (DC HPO) on September 18, 2020, stating a finding of No 
Adverse Effect for the proposed undertaking. The DC HPO made a finding of Conditional No Adverse 
Effect conditional upon submission of additional archaeological reports and consultation with the DC HPO 
should the plans change. NCPC is designating NPS as the lead agency for compliance with NHPA. 

Pursuant to § 601.12 of NCPC’s NEPA Regulations, NCPC has determined that the project can be 
categorically excluded from further environmental analysis based on categorical exclusion #2, which 
pertains to the “approval of the installation or restoration of minor site elements....” Prior to applying this 
categorical exclusion, NCPC staff determined that no extraordinary circumstances were present as required 
by the Commission’s NEPA Regulations under § 601.11. NPS determined on December 3, 2020 that no 
circumstances would require an environmental assessment or an environmental impact statement under 
NEPA, and as such, the proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion per NPS’s environmental 
review criteria. NPS identified Categorical Exclusion Citation C.11 – “Minor trail relocation, development 
of compatible trail networks on logging roads or other established routes, and trail maintenance and repair.” 

The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposal at its February 10, 2021 meeting. The participating 
agencies were NCPC; NPS; the General Services Administration (GSA); the DC HPO via email; District 
Department of Energy and the Environment (DOEE); District Office of Planning (DCOP); District 
Department of Transportation (DDOT); and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
(WMATA). Without objection, the Committee forwarded the proposed preliminary and final site 
development plans to the Commission with the statement that the proposal has been coordinated with all 
participating agencies. 

The U.S. Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) approved the proposal at its February 18, 2021 meeting with no 
objection to the trail or lighting design as proposed. 

*   *   * 

Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996 and per 40 U.S.C. § 

8722(b)(1) and (d), I approve the preliminary and final site development plans for the Fort Reno Trail 

Improvements at Fort Reno Park located at 4000 Chesapeake Street, NW in Washington DC. 

Marcel Acosta 
Executive Director 
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