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The Department of Interior, National Park Service (NPS) requests approval of the transfer of 
jurisdiction of lands to the District Department of Transportation (DDOT). The Pennsylvania and 
Minnesota Avenues, SE intersection included NPS property, specifically U.S. Reservation 487 
(Twining Square) and five small park parcels (U.S. Reservations 487A, B, C, D, and E), totaling 
approximately 1.44 acres. The NPS lands are currently fragmented by intersecting roadways, and 
the adjacent medians. The project includes a transfer of jurisdiction of the NPS-administered 
property to DDOT to facilitate the reconfiguration of the intersection. The project is needed to 
improve pedestrian and vehicular safety; create a consolidated, usable park space; improve 
multimodal connectivity and access; and support improved land use and community needs. 
 
DDOT proposes to redesign what is currently a confusing and complicated intersection into one 
that simplifies the turning movements. The existing split roadway system currently contains two 
complex intersections that will be modified to reduce multiple traffic movements into one 
signalized intersection. The project will consolidate the two park parcels to the north of 
Pennsylvania Avenue and the two park parcels to the south of Pennsylvania Avenue in order to 
provide more contiguous park area than exists today. The northern park area would total 
approximately one acre and the southern park area would total approximately 0.4 acres of 
contiguous park land. The traffic medians to the east and west of the intersection, also currently 
owned by NPS, would transfer to DDOT in order to accommodate the proposed roadway 
improvements. Overall, staff finds the project improves pedestrian safety and creates more usable 
open spaces to serve the local community. 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and DDOT in cooperation with the National Park 
Service (NPS), prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to examine alternative actions and 
environmental impacts associated with the proposed project. NPS issued a finding of no significant 
impact (FONSI). NPS and NCPC each have an independent responsibility to comply with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  NCPC staff determined that categorical exclusion 
#7 applies, which includes the “approval of transfers of jurisdiction pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 8124 
that are not anticipated to result in changes in land-use and that have no potential for environmental 
impact.” In this instance the transfer will consolidate open space and realign the intersection. No 
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new land uses will result. Staff determined that no extraordinary circumstances existed prior to 
applying the categorical exclusion. 
 
NPS and NCPC also have an independent responsibility to comply with the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA). In a memorandum dated April 17, 2013, DC SHPO concurred with the 
determination of "No Adverse Effect" on historic resources with the stipulations that further 
archeological investigation will occur. NCPC has designated NPS the lead federal agency for the 
purposes of complying with Section 106 of the NHPA. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Existing Intersection 
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Figure 2: Proposed Intersection Design 

 
 
Figure 3: Draft Plat – Transfer of Jurisdiction 
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The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposed transfer at their May 12, 2021 meeting. 
Without objection, the Committee forwarded the proposed transfer of jurisdiction to the 
Commission with the statement that the proposal was coordinated with all participating agencies. 
The participating agencies included NPS, DDOT, the District of Columbia Office of Planning, the 
District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office, the General Services Administration, and 
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 
 

*   *   * 
 
Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on April 1, 2021 and per 40 U.S.C. 

§ 8124(a), I approve the transfer of jurisdiction of portions of lands from the National Park Services 

to the District Department of Transportation (DDOT) at the Pennsylvania and Minnesota Avenues, 

to include U.S. Reservation 487 (Twining Square) and five small park parcels (U.S. Reservations 

487A, B, C, D, and E) totaling approximately 1.44 acres. 
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