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PROJECT SUMMARY 
The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) has submitted preliminary and final site 
development plans for the installation of twelve antennas and six radios on non-penetrative 
cantilever mounts at the EPA West Building, located at 1301 Constitution Avenue, NW in 
Washington, DC. The proposal includes the removal of six existing antennas and installation of 
twelve on the north, south, and west sides of the building. The proposed installations will be affixed 
to the façade of the building at the cornice and will not extend above the roof of the building. The 
antennas and mounting hardware will be painted to match the exterior façade. 

KEY INFORMATION 

• This EPA West Building is a building located in the Federal Triangle Historic District and 
the Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site. 

• This is the headquarters of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
• The proposed installations will be affixed to the façade of the building at the cornice and 

will not extend above the roof of the building. 
• The EPA West Building is a contributing building to the Pennsylvania Avenue and Federal 

Triangle Historic Districts. The District of Columbia Historic Preservation Office (DC 
SHPO) has concurred with the GSA that the proposed installation will not have an adverse 
effect on the building. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
The Commission: 
 
Approves the preliminary and final site development plans for the installation of 12 antennas on 
the EPA West building located at 1301 Constitution Avenue, NW in Washington, DC for a period 
of five years. 
 

PROJECT REVIEW TIMELINE 

Previous actions 
 

None 
 

Remaining actions 
(anticipated) 

– None 

 

PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Staff analyzed the proposed T-Mobile antenna installation and finds they are generally not 
inconsistent with the Federal Elements of the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. The 
GSA notes the service provider (T-Mobile) submitted an analysis that concludes that the new 
antennas will operate in a safe manner.  Further, staff considered the placement of the antennas 
and the potential for viewshed impacts due to their placement. Six of the 12 antennas will replace 
existing equipment. They will be affixed to side of the building above the cornice line adjacent to 
existing cell antennas.  The new equipment will be larger than the current equipment and will be 
painted to match the building. The equipment will not extend past the roofline of the building. 
Therefore, no significant visual impacts are anticipated. As such, staff recommends the 
Commission approves the preliminary and final site development plans for the installation of 
12 antennas on the EPA West Building located at 1301 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC for a period of five years. 
 
The Commission approved updated antenna guidelines on December 3, 2020. These new 
guidelines will go into effect on February 8, 2021. While this application is not subject to the new 
guidelines, NCPC staff has determined the proposal is consistent with them as it minimizes the 
visual impact of these antennas along Constitution Avenue, a preeminent viewshed, by utilizing 
similar coloration as the building and the new antennas do not extend above the roofline. 
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Analysis 
 
The existing facility consists of three sectors which house a total of twelve antennas. T-Mobile 
proposes to replace the six existing panel antennas with twelve new panel antennas. The first sector 
is located above the cornice along the pedestrian path between Ronald Reagan Building and EPA 
West Building. These antennas will be placed E Street, NW on a new flush mount against the 
building façade and above the cornice line.  The second sector is located on the southern building 
façade along Constitution Avenue, NW on an existing flush mount against the building facade. 
The third sector is located on the west portion of the building above the cornice along 14th Street, 
NW.  It will use existing flush mount and add new flush mount against the building facade.  
 
The twelve new antennas will replace existing equipment. They will be affixed to the existing 
façade of the building and above the cornice. The new equipment will not extend any higher than 
the current equipment and they, the mounting equipment and cables will be painted to match the 
building. The applicant has submitted renderings from key view to demonstrate that views to the 
building will not change as a result of the installation. As such, staff finds that the proposed 
modifications will not significantly alter current views of the building. 
 

CONFORMANCE TO EXISTING PLANS, POLICIES AND RELATED GUIDANCE 
 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 
 
Staff finds the project is generally consistent with the relevant policies contained within the 
Historic Preservation and Urban Design Elements of the Comprehensive Plan, particularly those 
pertaining to the placement of rooftop antennas on federal buildings.  
 
National Historic Preservation Act 
 
GSA has a responsibility to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA).  GSA determined that the proposed installation of the antennas will not adversely affect 
the EPA West Building or adjacent historic resources.  The DC State Historic Preservation Office 
concurred with this finding on November 16, 2020.   
 
Due to its review authority over the project, NCPC has an independent obligation to comply with 
the requirements of Section 106 of the NHPA. NCPC has elected to designate GSA as lead agency 
pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(a)(2) to satisfy the Commission’s Section 106 responsibility. 
 
National Environmental Policy Act 
 
Pursuant to the regulations implementing the National Environmental Policy Act, GSA determined 
that the project is a categorical exclusion based on GSA’s environmental review standards. Due to 
its review authority over the project, NCPC has an independent obligation to carry out the 
requirements of NEPA. Staff finds that this project is in conformance with the NCPC Categorical 
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Exclusion requirements under § 601.12 (a)(5) of the Commission’s National Environmental Policy 
Act Regulations which apply to the approval of the installation of communication antennae on 
federal buildings. Staff found that no extraordinary circumstances were present. 
 

CONSULTATION 
Coordinating Committee 
The materials were provided to the Coordinating Committee members on December 21, 2020 for 
review. Staff received responses from both the District of Columbia Department of Energy and 
the Environment and the District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office stating they 
coordinated with the project.  No other comments were received.  
 
U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 
The Commission of Fine Arts reviewed and approved this project at its November 2020 meeting. 
This project was placed on the consent agenda.  
 
ONLINE REFERENCE 
 
The following supporting documents for this project are available online at www.ncpc.gov: 
 

• Submission Package 
 
 

Prepared by Carlton Hart 
12/30/2020 

 
POWERPOINT (ATTACHED) 
 

https://www.ncpc.gov/
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Project Summary

The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) has submitted preliminary and final site development plans for the installation of 
twelve antennas and six radios on non-penetrative cantilever mounts at the EPA West Building, 1301 Constitution Ave., NW. The 
proposal includes the removal of six existing antennas and installation of a total of twelve antennas: four on the north, four on the 
south, and four on the west sides of the building. Antennas and mounting hardware will be painted to match the exterior façade.
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Location Map

Site Location
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Proposed Roof Plan

North
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Sector 1 Antennas
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Sector 1 - Elevation

Existing

Proposed
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Sector 2 Antennas
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Sector 2 - Elevation

Existing

Proposed
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Sector 3 Antennas
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Sector 3 - Elevation

Existing

Proposed
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