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The Commission:

Approves the Navy’s final site and building plans to consolidate the Master Clock functions into
one new facility and rehabilitate historic contributing buildings on the campus.

Notes that the Naval Observatory campus has been determined eligible for the National Register
of Historic Places, and has contributing elements that include buildings, structures, and landscape
design elements designed by architect Richard Morris Hunt.

Supports the Navy’s location for the new Master Clock facility at the Naval Observatory, as the
site location is lower in grade than the historic Clock House (Building 3).

Notes that the site location was moved from an earlier discussed location north of the Clock House
(Building 3), so the new Master Clock facility would not visually compete with the historic
buildings centered on the Clock House, and the axial relationship established by architect Richard
Morris Hunt.

Notes that there are constraints for the location of the new Master Clock facility, based on the
operations of the clocks contained in the facility, the functional relationship to other existing
buildings, security requirements based on the proximity to the Vice President’s residence, and
avoidance of sensitive archaeological sites and significant historic landscape elements.

Notes that during the Section 106 Consultation process, the design for the new Master Clock
facility evolved to reflect a minimalist contemporary architectural expression, which quiets the
building, allowing it to be in the background and not competing with the historic buildings on the
campus.



Commission Action Page 2
NCPC File No. 7995

Supports the design of the new Master Clock facility as it does not compete with the architectural
character of the historic contributing buildings designed by Hunt, while relating to its function as
a structure to contain the “master clocks” for the Department of the Navy, similar to a computer
server room.

Notes the applicant has provided additional views and renderings of the proposed building,
consistent with the Commission’s previous request.
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