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The Commission: 
 
Notes that the locations of the subject vents and shafts are fixed, as they relate to the existing Metro 
system infrastructure. 
 
Notes that the heights of the proposed parapet walls are determined by the necessary heights required to 
protect the system from storm water and flood events. 
 
Notes that the materials and parapet wall heights of the flood hardening proposals were agreed to in the 
Section 106 process after several years of discussion among stakeholders. 
 
Approves the preliminary and final site development plans for flood hardening protection measures at the 
Federal Triangle and Smithsonian Metrorail Stations, consisting of raising the elevation of existing air 
vent shafts, to provide a more permanent protection for the underground Metrorail system during 500-
year flood events. 
 
Recommends that WMATA work with GSA to explore future site improvement opportunities at the 
Federal Triangle location, including integration of future perimeter security.  
 
Recommends that WMATA continue to work with NPS to address any issues at the Mall location 
created by the new measures. 
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