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PROJECT SUMMARY 
The National Park Service (NPS), in collaboration with the District of Columbia Department of 
Transportation (DDOT), proposes to construct Section 3 of the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail (ART) 
through Anacostia Park. The project will provide a safe and convenient means for park visitors to 
travel between the ART and the National Arboretum. The typical trail section consists of a ten‐
foot wide asphalt paved trail, with five‐foot travel lanes in each direction. Three‐way intersections 
will be provided at trail connections to reduce the number of conflict points and promote safe 
movements for both pedestrians and bicyclists. Landscape plantings, wayfinding signage, and lay-
by areas will also be included. 
 
A new 390-foot bridge will also be constructed across the Anacostia River. The twin steel girder 
system features a shallow depth, streamlined structure that will carry the trail over the river. 
Stepped block is proposed under the bridge abutments to create gathering areas and permit access 
to a new canoe and kayak launch. 

KEY INFORMATION 
• The Anacostia Riverwalk Trail (ART) follows the Anacostia River waterfront, connecting 

the residents, visitors, and communities along the river, as well as commercial and 
recreational destinations. 

• The Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens Segment of the ART, extending from Benning Road, NE 
to the Bladensburg Trail in Maryland, was completed in 2016. 

• Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, located on the east bank of the river, is administered by the 
National Park Service, and is devoted to the study and cultivation of water-loving plants.  
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• The U.S. National Arboretum, the only federally-funded arboretum in the nation, is a 446-
acre horticulture research, education and museum facility open to the public. It is located 
on the west bank of the Anacostia River. The USNA is administered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Research Service.  

• Section 3 of the ART will connect the existing trail and Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, 
located on the east bank of the river, with the National Arboretum, located on the west 
bank. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Commission: 
 
Supports the proposed trail and bridge project, as it will provide an important pedestrian and 
bicycle link between the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail, Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens and the National 
Arboretum. 
 
Requests the National Park Service continue to coordinate with the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to ensure the proposed trail connections between Anacostia Park and the National 
Arboretum are accessible, and that appropriate signage and wayfinding is provided for trail users. 
 
Recommends further evaluation of the trail intersections to ensure that the proposed lay-bys, 
benches and other uses will not conflict with pedestrian and bicyclist circulation, considering the 
lines-of-site and set-backs necessary to allow for such uses. 
 
Requests further details about how the kayak and canoe launch will be accessed and if there will 
be impacts to the existing sea wall. 
 

PROJECT REVIEW TIMELINE 

Previous actions 
 

None 

Remaining actions 
(anticipated) 

– Preliminary and Final Review of Site Development Plans 

 

PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The National Park Service (NPS), in collaboration with the District of Columbia Department of 
Transportation (DDOT), proposes to construct Section 3 of the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail (ART) 
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through Anacostia Park. A new 390-foot, continuous span bridge will also be constructed across 
the Anacostia River.  The project will provide a safe and convenient means for park visitors to 
travel between the ART and the National Arboretum.  The new trail and bridge will support visitor 
access and improved connectivity to the series of parks and open spaces located along the 
Anacostia River in northeast Washington, DC. The project supports a number of Comprehensive 
Plan policies related to parks and open space, urban design, transportation, the environment and 
visitor experience. As such, staff recommends the Commission support the proposed trail and 
bridge project, as it will provide an important pedestrian and bicycle link between the 
Anacostia Riverwalk Trail, Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens and the National Arboretum. 
 
Analysis 
 
The project includes a multi‐use trail that parallels the Anacostia River and a pedestrian bridge 
across the river to provide access to the National Arboretum. The purpose of the project is to 
provide a safe and convenient means for visitors and bicycle commuters to access the river, park 
and arboretum.  Visitors currently lack adequate access to the river at this location and those 
walking, hiking, or biking in this area are required to use the surrounding street network. 
 
Anacostia Park is an important multi-use recreation area in the District of Columbia, with more 
than 5 miles of shoreline along each bank of the Anacostia River. The project area is in the 
Kenilworth section of Anacostia Park, which includes the Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens. Recreation 
fields, marshes, magnolia bogs, and large, open, grassy areas occupy much of the area, some of 
which is a capped landfill. Much of the existing vegetation includes invasive species. The National 
Arboretum and the Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens are listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, while Anacostia Park has been determined eligible for listing. 
 
Proposed Trail 
 
The proposed trail will parallel the Anacostia River and connects to the existing trail segment on 
the east bank. The alignment has been selected to minimize impacts to wetlands and sensitive 
areas. The typical trail section consists of a ten-foot wide asphalt paved trail, with five‐foot travel 
lanes in each direction.  A five‐foot clear zone is proposed beyond the edge of the paved trail in 
both directions, consisting of a stabilized shoulder. All trail intersections have a three-way design 
to reduce the number conflict points and promote safe movements between pedestrians and 
bicyclists. Trail features have been designed in accordance with American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials’ (AASHTO) Guide for the Development of Bicycle 
Facilities (2012), ADA Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and District Department of 
Transportation’s (DDOT) Design and Engineering Manual dated June 2017. 
 
On the west bank, the new trail will context to existing trails at the National Arboretum. These 
paths lead to the Asian Collections and Hickey Hill Road. The Arboretum is fenced and gated, and 
subject to certain hours of operation. Therefore, staff recommends the Commission requests the 
National Park Service continue to coordinate with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
ensure the proposed trail connections between Anacostia Park and the National Arboretum 
are accessible, and that appropriate signage and wayfinding is provided for trail users. 
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Trail Intersections / Nodes 
 
As described previously, all trail intersections have a three-way design to reduce the number of 
conflict points and promote safe movements between pedestrians and bicyclists. These nodes will 
include new landscaping as well as pedestrian and bicycle elements, such as lay-by areas, benches, 
repair stations, and signage. In general, these amenities will help improve the user experience. As 
the project plans advance, the applicant should continue to evaluate and refine the designs to 
confirm that sight lines and trail clearances are appropriate. As such, staff suggests the 
Commission  recommend further evaluation of the trail intersections to ensure that the 
proposed lay-bys, benches and other uses will not conflict with pedestrian and bicyclist 
circulation, considering the lines-of-site and set-backs necessary to allow for such uses. 
 
Pedestrian Bridge 
 
The proposed 390-foot, continuous span steel bridge will establish a direct pedestrian and bicycle 
access between the National Arboretum and the Anacostia Riverwalk Trail. The bridge piers will 
be reinforced concrete supported on pile foundations. The piers taper down to the water surface to 
minimize the footprint of wetland disturbance. Natural stone will be recessed into the concrete on 
the pier faces, and the stone size, shape and color will closely match the existing seawall. The 
proposal includes reinforced concrete abutments founded on pile foundations and installed without 
the use of excavation. This is important on the east bank due to the presence of the former 
Kenilworth landfill. 
 
Stepped block and rip-rap are proposed at the base of each abutment for seating or gathering. A 
kayak and canoe launch is also indicated on the east bank of the river, however it is unclear how 
this area will be accessed by users.  The launch area will be an important way to bring visitors to 
the water. As such, staff recommends the Commission requests further details about how the 
kayak and canoe launch will be accessed and if there will be impacts to the existing sea wall.  
 
Finally, the bridge railing will be a curved post with cabling. It will not contain any components 
that protrude into the proposed path of travel, providing a safer means of travel for cyclists. The 
railing post will also be curved to encourage pedestrians to “lean” onto the top rail and enjoy the 
views of the river. Low intensity, low ecological impact nighttime lighting will be considered in 
the future. The proposed pedestrian bridge will also meet the permitting requirements of the US 
Coast Guard (USCG), the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), and the District Department of 
Energy and Environment (DOEE). These include standards for navigation and flooding. 
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POLICIES AND RELATED GUIDANCE 
 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 
 
As noted above, the project meets general goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan. Staff has 
reviewed policies related to parks and open space, urban design, transportation, the environment 
and visitor experience in evaluating the proposed bridge park. 
 
National Historic Preservation Act 
 
NCPC and NPS each have an independent responsibility to comply with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).  NCPC will complete the requirements of Section 106 
prior to the Commission’s final approval of the project.  
 
National Environmental Policy Act 
  
NCPC and NPS will each have an independent responsibility to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); NCPC’s responsibility stems from its approval authority over 
site improvements on federal land. In 2011, NPS prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to 
identify alternatives and assess the potential impacts of the proposed trail and bridge project. With 
its current review and action, the Commission is providing comments on the concept design for 
the project. Final NEPA documentation is not required at this time, but will be completed prior to 
the Commission’s final review and approval of the trail and bridge. 

CONSULTATION 
 
Coordinating Committee 
 
At their November 16, 2017 meeting, the Coordinating Committee forwarded the application to the 
Commission with the statement that the proposal has been coordinated with all participating agencies. 
The District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office (DC SHPO) stated their coordination on 
the project is subject to completion of Section 106 review. Other participating agencies included, 
NCPC, NPS, DDOT, the General Services Administration, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority, and the District Department of Energy and the Environment. 
 
U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 
 
The Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) reviewed and approved the concept plans for the proposed 
trail and bridge at their November 16, 2017 meeting. 
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ONLINE REFERENCE 
 

• Submission Letter 
• Project Synopsis 

 
 
 

Prepared by Matthew Flis 
11/30/2017 
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Overall Landscape Plan



10

West Node Overview
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East Node Overview
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Connection to Existing Trail
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Bridge Plan and Elevation
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East Abutment Rendering
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East Abutment Rendering
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East Abutment Rendering
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River View Rendering - Day
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River View Rendering - Night
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