
 

 

Delegated Action of the Executive Director 
 

PROJECT 
United States District Court for the District 
of Maryland, Greenbelt Division (Southern 
Maryland Courthouse) Lobby Expansion 
6500 Cherrywood Lane 
Greenbelt, MD 
 
SUBMITTED BY 
United States General Services Administration 
  

NCPC FILE NUMBER 
7741 
 
NCPC MAP FILE NUMBER 
3202.00(38.40)44274 
 
ACTION TAKEN 
Preliminary and final approval of 
building plans 
 
REVIEW AUTHORITY 
Advisory 
per 40 U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1) 

 

The United States General Services Administration (GSA) submitted preliminary and final 

building plans for a 2,000-square-foot lobby expansion on the United States District Court of the 

District of Maryland (Southern Maryland Courthouse). The Southern Maryland Courthouse is 

located in Greenbelt, Maryland in Prince George’s County. The building, constructed by GSA in 

1994, consists of 283,940 gross square feet on a 9.3-acre site. This project will shift the security 

station and scanning equipment to a secure location outside of the existing building envelope. As 

a result, security screening for visitors will occur prior to entering the first floor atrium. 

 

The United States Marshalls Service (USMS) requested a new secured lobby entrance as a 

response to improve screening for the number of persons currently entering on a daily basis, 

security during queuing, and the need for increased separation between the secured and non-

secured spaces within the lobby. The lobby expansion will be compact and efficient, and is located 

on the paved entry court to the existing entrance. It includes two exterior double doors and a wide 

revolving door similar to the existing entrance configuration. During heavy use, as many as 30 

visitors wait to have their credentials processed. GSA notes that the lobby expansion will provide 

queuing for up to 30 visitors. 

 

The expanded lobby will include credential check-in by USMS agent(s), processing of visitors and 

staff through magnetometers, and x-ray scanning of all jackets, clothing, packages, briefcases 

and/or other objects brought into the courthouse. GSA notes the USMS will scan visitors using 

two Rapid Scan units. In addition, GSA notes that USMS staff must be able to move around the 

magnetometers and credentialing stations to assist with check-in and observe activities in the area. 

GSA also states it designed this project to be fully accessible. 

 

The project has been fully coordinated with state and local agencies. GSA submitted a categorical 

exclusion under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Since GSA constructed this 

building in 1994, it is not historic and there are no other historic resources on site for purposes of 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). In 1991, prior to the building being 

constructed the Maryland Historic Trust concurred with GSA’s determination that there were no 

National Register-eligible resources present on the site. As this is a federal project located outside 
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of the District of Columbia, the Commission has an advisory review authority and therefore, does 

not have an independent obligation to fulfill the requirements of NEPA and Section 106. GSA 

contacted the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission (MNCPPC) to 

understand if it had any concerns with the project. MNCPPC was supportive of this project given 

it is a small project that is not visible from the street. 

 

This project is not inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital as it is a 

small expansion on an existing building, it will not cause an increase in the number of employees 

at the site, it is handicap-accessible, it is not visible from any public street, and it is a previously 

disturbed site that will not increase impervious surface area.  

 

*   *   * 

 

Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996 and 40 U.S.C. 

§ 8722(b)(1), I approve the preliminary and final building plans for a lobby expansion at the United 

States District Court of the District of Maryland located in Greenbelt, Maryland. 

 

  

Marcel Acosta 

Executive Director 

 

[Date] 

 

 


