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PROJECT SUMMARY 
The District Department of General Services (DGS) proposes to modernize and expand Lafayette 
Elementary School through the removal of two 1970’s-era building additions; renovation of two 
historic 1930’s-era academic wings, and construction of three new school wings. In addition, the 
project will improve the school grounds with additional landscaping, several new play areas, two 
new plazas, a slightly expanded faculty parking lot, and new stormwater management areas. 
Lafayette Elementary School students are currently housed in temporary classrooms behind the 
school building, sited on the school’s permanent recreational fields. As a result, students currently 
use Lafayette Park for recreational activities, which is located directly adjacent to the north of the 
school property. Lafayette Park is a well-utilized District park with tennis courts, a basketball 
court, a large children’s play area, a small community recreation center building, walking paths, 
an open green-space area, and many mature trees.  

KEY INFORMATION 
• The project is currently under construction (initiating in June 2015), with a projected 

completion date of September 2016. 
 

• DGS will restore Lafayette Park to its pre-project condition to mitigate the Park’s increased 
use from school activities during the building modernization. 
 

• DGS will develop a design that will alleviate the effects of existing stormwater drainage 
that currently flows from Lafayette Park (located approximately 10 feet higher than the 
school site) onto school property by conveying the water into the City’s storm sewer system 
along 33rd Street, NW. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
The Commission: 
 
Approves the preliminary and final site and building plans for the Lafayette Elementary School 
modernization and addition project, located at 5701 Broad Branch Road, NW in Washington, DC. 
 
Notes that the District Department of General Services plans to restore any degradation to 
Lafayette Park from increased use of the Park during the modernization project’s construction 
phase. 

PROJECT REVIEW TIMELINE 

Previous actions 
 

None. 

Remaining actions 
(anticipated) 

None. 

 

PROJECT ANALYSIS 
Executive Summary 
 
Staff evaluated the plans for the Lafayette Elementary School modernization project by 
determining its consistency with the relevant policies contained within the Comprehensive Plan 
for the National Capital. Staff found the design to be consistent with both the Comprehensive Plan 
and thus, recommends that the Commission approve the preliminary and final site and building 
plans for the Lafayette Elementary School modernization and addition project, located at 
5701 Broad Branch Road, NW in Washington, DC. 
 
Analysis 
 

Staff reviewed the project to determine its consistency with the policies within the Preservation 
and Historic Features Element of the Comprehensive Plan. The Preservation and Historic Features 
Element seeks to “…preserve and enhance the image and identity of the national capital…” 
respecting principals of the L’Enfant and McMillan Plans. Staff finds that the design supports the 
relevant policies in the Comprehensive Plan consistent with preserving historic buildings.   
 
The modernized school will consist of three levels encompassing a total area of 40,000 square feet 
of renovated space and 80,000 of new space, divided between three building wings. The lowest 
level, which will look out onto athletic fields to the rear of the building (where temporary 
classrooms are currently located), will accommodate mechanical, kitchen, serving area, stage, 
loading, cafeteria, and academic space for music and “early learning” classes. The middle level 
will have space for a library, computer labs, an art room, a multi-purpose room, a gymnasium, 
health/care, administrative offices, and classrooms. The top level will house primarily classroom 
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space, with a limited amount of office space. The project’s site plan shows athletic fields, a primary 
play area (for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades), intermediate play area (for grades 3, 4, and 5), a kindergarten 
play area, an arrival court, a corner plaza, and an outdoor “flexible use” space. The design will 
preserve several “specimen” trees, existing amphitheater steps, and add several bio-retention areas. 
Lastly, project elevations show a maximum building addition roofline elevation of 48 feet (413.68’ 
above sea level), which will not exceed the historic building’s maximum roofline elevation 
(413.68’). 
 
Overall, the project will increase the school’s staff parking from 11 to 17 spaces and reduce the 
site’s impervious area by approximately 23,000 square feet (from 54% to 45%). The new building 
is designed to meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) “Gold” standards, 
with an expected increase in school staff population from 81 to 90, and a maximum student 
population of 805, compared to a current population of 690. Project site plans show the primary 
plan area for grades 1-3 will partially overlap Lafayette Park.  
 
Lafayette Park serves as a valuable community asset, with a number of active and passive 
recreational amenities including: tennis courts, a basketball court, a large children’s play area, a 
1,200 square foot community recreation center, walking paths, an open green-space area, and many 
mature trees. Project plans show all of the existing park trees with tree protection measures in-
place during the construction phase, and DGS has pledged to mitigate existing stormwater drainage 
from the Park onto school property as part of the project. In addition, DGS will restore any damage 
to Lafayette Park from increased usage by the school during the modernization. To highlight this 
mitigation, staff recommends that the Commission note that the District Department of General 
Services plans to restore any degradation to Lafayette Park from increased use of the Park 
during the modernization project’s construction phase. The project is currently under 
construction and was referred to NCPC by members of the local community. 
 

CONFORMANCE TO EXISTING PLANS, POLICIES AND RELATED GUIDANCE 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 
 

As noted above, this projects meets basic goals of the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
National Historic Preservation Act 
 

As a District building project located outside of the Central Area, NCPC does not have an 
independent responsibility under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. However, 
the project submission indicates that there has been extensive coordination with the DC State 
Historic Preservation Office (DC SHPO) during the project’s design and development to protect 
and preserve the historic character of the original school building. 
 
National Environmental Policy Act 
  

As a District building project located outside of the Central Area, NCPC does not have an 
independent responsibility under the National Environmental Policy Act. However, the District 
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analyzed the project under its environmental review process with an Environmental Assessment 
study, which resulted in a “no significant” adverse impact determination. 
 

CONSULTATION 
Coordinating Committee 
 

The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposal at its January 13, 2016 meeting. The 
Committee forwarded the proposal to the Commission with the statement that it has been 
coordinated with all participating agencies except for NCPC. NCPC noted it needed further 
discussion with the applicant for the project, and has since concluded its coordination with DGS. 
The participating agencies were: NCPC; the District of Columbia Office of Planning; the District 
of Columbia State Historic Preservation Office, the General Services Administration; the National 
Park Service and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 
 
U.S. Commission of Fine Arts 
 

In its meeting of November 20, 2015, the Commission of Fine Arts, based on its prior review of 
the submission materials, approved the concept design for the modernization of and additions to 
the Lafayette Elementary School, and delegated review of the final design to the staff. 
 
The Commission members complimented the quality and thoroughness of the concept submission, 
commenting that the project is exemplary as a contemporary addition to a historic building. As the 
project is developed, they recommended further study of the scale of the amphitheater at the 
intersection of Broad Branch Road and Northampton Street as it mediates between the architecture 
and the landscape. 
 
The project still requires final review and approval from CFA. 
 
 
ONLINE REFERENCE 
 

The following supporting documents for this project are available online: 
 

• NCPC Staff Project Summary 
• Submission Package 
• District of Columbia Environmental Assessment 

 
 
 

Prepared by Michael Weil 
01/27/2016 
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Project Information

Project summary:

The District of Columbia Department of General Services proposes to remove two 1970’s-era building 
additions, renovate two 1930’s-era academic wings (with the center entry pavilion), and construct three new 
building wings, totaling approximately 80,000 square feet in area. Two of the wings will be used for 
classroom academic space and the third wing will be used for larger programmatic functions like the school 
gym and multipurpose spaces. In addition, the project includes landscape and hard-scape work to include: a 
small surface parking lot, playgrounds, community and school plazas, and green spaces for stormwater
management.

Commission meeting date: February 4, 2016

NCPC review authority: Advisory - District project outside of the Central Area (40 U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1))

Applicant request: Preliminary Review

Delegated / consent / open / executive session: Consent Calendar

NCPC Review Officer: M. Weil

NCPC File number: 7749
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Project Location
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Project Location
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Existing Conditions

school 
project site

Lafayette Park
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions
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Future Site Plan
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Perspective
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Perspective
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Landscape Concept Plan
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Significant Site Features
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Lower Level Floor Plan
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First Floor Plan
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Second Floor Plan
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Elevations
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Elevations
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