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The Commission: 
  
Supports selecting Site (D), the area adjacent to the Arlington National Cemetery Visitor Center, 
as the preferred location for the Gold Star Mothers Monument.  
 
Notes that the size and location of Site (D) allows for a contemplative space; and further, the 
context of Arlington National Cemetery is a strong thematic connection to the proposed 
monument.  Additionally, this location has potential for a visitor gathering space that will not 
impede existing circulation patterns or activities as noted with Sites (B) and (C).  
 
Recommends that the sponsor develop a range of alternative design concepts for the monument 
within the area of Site (D), including variations in scale, material palette, placement and 
orientation. The next submission should reveal details about the physical relationship of the 
monument to the surrounding context and provide information about program needs at the site.   
 
Recommends that NPS and the sponsor continue to coordinate with Arlington National Cemetery 
and the Department of the Army regarding Site (D), the location of existing utility lines and the 
design and placement of the proposed monument. 
 
Does not support Site (B) due to its limited opportunity for contemplative space, inadequate 
accessibility and weak contextual connection to Arlington National Cemetery. 
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