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The National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC), in consultation with the National Park Service 
(NPS) and the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts (CFA), prepared a report to look exclusively at key trends 
associated with commemoration planning and practice in the nation’s capital.  Staff is offering the final 
report for information purposes. The report will inform memorial-related policies in the current update of 
the Federal Elements of the Comprehensive Plan and future review of memorial projects.  Staff presented 
the report during previous commission meetings in February 2010, November 2010, and July 2012. 
 
Memorials are often located in historic national parks and among high-profile structures, viewsheds, and 
promontories in the nation’s capital.  This civic artform reflects many important aspects of American 
history, and the agencies involved in the process work with commemorative sponsors to ensure that 
memorials are located and designed in a manner that supports its commemorative purpose and enhances 
its surroundings.  In Washington, memorial projects are balanced with other important park uses, with a 
longterm goal of preserving the limited open space available to residents and visitors.   
 
The Commemorative Works Acts (CWA) governs the establishment of memorials in Washington.  Given 
the importance of memorials to the American people and their permanent place in Washington’s public 
realm, the process is designed to be deliberative, public and consensus-oriented.  It involves a sequence of 
steps that incorporates the input of several federal agencies and an advisory body, the National Capital 
Memorial Advisory Commission.   
 
The report is primarily an analytical document, designed to take a snapshot of current trends associated 
with memorials and key aspects of the existing memorial landscape.  It also includes: 

• A summary of major plans shaping commemoration in Washington. 
• Roles of various agencies in the commemorative process.  
• Information from the practices of other capital cities. 
• An exploration of issues facing future commemorative proposals, including ideas for next steps 

by the involved agencies. 
• Appendices containing the detailed research and findings underpinning the summary. 

 
The report is based on a two-year research project conducted by NCPC and NPS (2009-2011). As part of 
this research, the agencies created a publicly accessible catalog of the 113 memorials on NPS land, 
classified by attributes such as theme, key dates and location.  Users can map and analyze the data using 
Geographic Information System (GIS) software.  The data is also available to the public as an online 
interactive map. Most memorials in Washington, D.C. and all projects subject to the CWA are in the 




