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Comments on Concept 
 

This document lists all comments received on the Streetscape Framework & Lighting Policy 
during the public comment period. 

• Comments are listed in the following order: 
o Comments from Local Agencies 
o Comments from Interest Groups 
o Comments from Interested Individuals 
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Comments from Interested Individuals 
 

 

 

  



Name: Bernard H. Berne 
Location: Arlington County, Virginia 
 
The landscaping on and near streets in the Monumental Core should maximize plantings of 
native trees and meadow/pollinator habitats, especially those that will support disappearing 
populations of honeybees and monarch butterflies.  The landscaping should minimize areas 
containing mowed grass and pavement. This will soften the overly urbanized appearance of 
much of the Monumental Core, will reduce stormwater runoff and have many other 
environmental benefits.  Sidewalks should be narrowed except where studies show that wide 
sidewalks are needed.  Native meadow/pollinator plants should replace pavement and mowed 
grass in street medians and utility strips, regardless of whether these are near paved plazas or 
parks containing mowed grass.  It is more desirable to introduce and enhance natural features 
than it is to attain consistency with nearby parks and plazas that already contain expanses of 
mowed grass and/or pavement.  These parks and plazas are environmentally un-sound.  
 
All lighting should be directed downward, with shielding to prevent light pollution of 
surrounding buildings and the night sky.  Lighting should be energy efficient, using LED and 
other new technologies that will replace less efficient ones. 
 
The types, heights and appearances of streetlights should be diverse, rather than consistent.  
This would be similar to federal buildings and monuments within the monumental core. These 
buildings and monuments do not contain a uniform architectural style. 
 

 

Name: Ali Carter 
Location: Washington, DC 
 
Thank you for opening your considerations on the monumental core streetscape framework 
and lighting policy to the public. As a proud DC resident, I am excited the NCPC is moving 
forward with updating its urban planning documents to reflect the history and dynamism of this 
beautiful area.  
 
I support a plan that balances the desire for enough light for safety and decoration with public 
health, economic and environmental concerns over wasted energy and light. This is an 
opportunity to make an investment to slow and mitigate climate change. Above all, I recognize 
the need to minimize up light and indirect glare, while retaining the historical feel of the 
Washington Globe fixtures.  
 
I urge the NCPC to favor lighting options that are dimmable and/or motion activated to reduce 
wasted lighting at night. All lighting should have a correlated color temperature of 2700 Kelvin 
maximum. That the NCPC is updating its plans at the same time as the District provides a 
unique opportunity to innovate on a grand scale. This provides a strong incentive for a design 



challenge - driving innovation through the "carrot" of a large-scale contract. The lighting 
contract should be awarded to a firm that can meet the design criteria of 1) retaining the 
Washington Globe fixtures, while 2) directing light downwards to minimize up light and reduce 
indirect glare, and 3) incorporating dimmers, timers, or motion-sensors to reduce unnecessary 
light-hours. 
 

 

Name: Joe Curtin 
Location: Washington, DC 
 
Hi there. I have comments all in the vein of reducing light pollution as part of this project: 
 
- Street lighting should be no brighter than the minimum levels recommended by national 
traffic-safety authorities, such as the Illuminating Engineering Society. Further reductions in 
nighttime lighting should be achieved with light curfews and motion-activated controls. 
 
- Washington Globe streetlights, which emit light promiscuously in all directions, should be 
replaced with fixtures that have a historic appearance but eliminate up-light and horizontal 
light. If the Washington Globes are retained, they should be retrofitted to direct light 
downward or repurposed as street sculpture emitting a token amount of light. 
 
-All LED lighting should have a correlated color temperature no greater than warm-white 2700 
Kelvin to minimize emission of blue light, the most biologically active wavelength and a major 
factor in skyglow. 
 
-Bridges across the Potomac and Anacostia rivers should have low ambient light levels, as both 
rivers are environmentally sensitive sites. 
 
-Up-lighting of buildings, memorials, and other structures should be eliminated in favor of 
down-lighting. 
 

 

Name: Daniela 
Location: Washington 
 
Please do not add MORE lighting to the city! 
 
Our bedroom its right in front of a public light on 38R ST NW DC 20001. 
Since we move to this home, I have suffered insomnia problems. I've tried melatonin, and a 
dark mask, but the light is SO strong that it just makes me awake no matter what. 
 



Could you please chance city lighting to motion-activated controls? 
Please minimize emission of blue-wavelength light, it’s so disturbing to all creatures, and it’s 
just fake.  
 
Thanks for your reply 
 

 

Name: Andrew Erwin 
Location: Denver, CO 
 
Dear NCPC, 
 
I am submitting comments in support of outdoor lighting that is climate-friendly and has 
minimal impact on the environment 
 
Reduced light levels, consistent with traffic and pedestrian safety, would help capture the full 
benefit of new energy-efficient LED lights, avoiding unnecessary light that wastes energy and 
contributes to climate change. 
 
■ Street lighting should be no brighter than the minimum levels recommended by national 
traffic-safety authorities, such as the Illuminating Engineering Society. Further reductions in 
nighttime lighting should be achieved with light curfews and motion-activated controls. 
  
■ Washington Globe streetlights, which emit light promiscuously in all directions, should be 
replaced with fixtures that have a historic appearance but eliminate up-light and horizontal 
light. If the Washington Globes are retained, they should be retrofitted to direct light 
downward or repurposed as street sculpture emitting a token amount of light. 
  
■ All LED lighting should have a correlated color temperature no greater than warm-white 2700 
Kelvin to minimize emission of blue light, the most biologically active wavelength. 
  
■ Bridges across the Potomac and Anacostia rivers should have low ambient light levels, as both 
rivers are environmentally sensitive sites. 
  
■ Up-lighting of buildings, memorials, and other structures should be eliminated in favor of 
down-lighting. 
 
Please pursue an outdoor lighting plan that saves energy and limits environmental impacts.   
 

 

Name: Frederick 



Location: DC 
 
I support these suggestions from our local dark sky organization and recommend they be 
considered in the future plans for our federal city.   
 
■ Street lighting should be no brighter than the minimum levels recommended by national 
traffic-safety authorities, such as the Illuminating Engineering Society. Further reductions in 
nighttime lighting should be achieved with light curfews and motion-activated controls. 
  
■ Washington Globe streetlights, which emit light promiscuously in all directions, should be 
replaced with fixtures that have a historic appearance but eliminate up light and horizontal 
light. If the Washington Globes are retained, they should be retrofitted to direct light 
downward or repurposed as street sculpture emitting a token amount of light. 
  
■ All LED lighting should have a correlated color temperature no greater than warm-white 2700 
Kelvin to minimize emission of blue light, the most biologically active wavelength and a major 
factor in skyglow. 
  
■ Bridges across the Potomac and Anacostia rivers should have low ambient light levels, as both 
rivers are environmentally sensitive sites. 
  
■ Up-lighting of buildings, memorials, and other structures should be eliminated in favor of 
down-lighting. 
 

 

Name: Matthew Gravatt 
Location: Washington, DC 
 
The National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) must ensure that any and all outdoor lighting 
subject to its policy is climate-friendly and has minimal impact on the environment, public 
health, and biological and ecological systems:   
  
■ Street lighting should, as a minimum, be no brighter than the minimum levels recommended 
by national traffic-safety authorities, such as the Illuminating Engineering Society. Further 
reductions in nighttime lighting should be achieved with light curfews and motion-activated 
controls. 
  
■ Washington Globe streetlights, which emit light in all directions, should be replaced with 
fixtures that have a historic appearance but eliminate up light and horizontal light. If the 
Washington Globes are retained, they should be retrofitted to direct light downward or 
repurposed as street sculpture emitting a token amount of light. 
  



■ All LED lighting should have a correlated color temperature no greater than warm-white 2700 
Kelvin to minimize emission of blue light, the most biologically active wavelength. This is a 
human and environmental health issue.  
  
■ Bridges across the Potomac and Anacostia rivers should have low ambient light levels, as both 
rivers are environmentally sensitive sites.  
  
■ Up-lighting of buildings, memorials, and other structures should be eliminated in favor of 
down-lighting. 
 

 

Name: Daniel Heflin 
Location: Washington, DC 
 
Please take the impact of light pollution seriously and limit light pointed upward as much as 
possible. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 

Name: Lawrence Martin 
Location: Washington 
 
I am writing to advocate for outdoor lighting in the streetscape and monumental core lighting 
that is minimizes energy use and reduces upward lighting with resulting light pollution.  Lighting 
objectives for the monumental core can be achieved that reduce environmental impacts.  
Please adopt the following policies: 
■ Street lighting should be no brighter than the minimum levels recommended by national 
traffic-safety authorities, such as the Illuminating Engineering Society. Further reductions in 
nighttime lighting should be achieved with light curfews and motion-activated controls. 
■ Washington Globe streetlights, which emit light promiscuously in all directions, should be 
replaced with fixtures that preserve the historic appearance but eliminate up light and 
horizontal light. If the Washington Globes are retained, they should be retrofitted to direct light 
downward or repurposed as street sculpture emitting a token amount of light. 
■ All LED lighting should have a correlated color temperature no greater than warm-white 2700 
Kelvin to minimize emission of blue light, the most biologically active wavelength. 
■ Bridges across the Potomac and Anacostia rivers should have low ambient light levels, as both 
rivers are environmentally sensitive sites. 
■ Up-lighting of buildings, memorials, and other structures should be eliminated in favor of 
down-lighting. 
 



 

Name: Manuel T Ochoa, AICP 
Location: Chevy Chase, MD 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
Thank you for your thoughtful work to update the Streetscape Plan and Lighting Policy.   
 
Overall, other than the Mall and select monuments lighting is comparatively poor compared to 
other capitals such as London, Paris, and Madrid.  I appreciate the careful consideration to 
buildings along the National Mall, the Supreme Court, Union Station and other buildings that 
are considered Tier 1 but buildings or monuments in Tier 2 and Tier 3 often receive short shrift 
in the execution.   
 
For example, the plan reinforces the 8th Street axis, but the actual lighting of the Archives, 
Market Square, and Portrait Gallery are weak and faint in comparison to how buildings are lit in 
other national capitals.   
Another example is Freedom Plaza, a key public square along Pennsylvania Avenue.  The 
buildings along the edges of the plaza such as National Theater and the Warner Theater are also 
relatively poorly lit and do not indicate the importance of Freedom Plaza to the Pennsylvania 
Avenue corridor.  Lighting could also help revive this area as originally intended as part of the 
now defunct Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation and should be part of a greater 
plan to redesign Freedom Plaza which is sorely needed.  
 
Other poorly lit buildings with architectural significance include the Post Office Building Tower, 
Smithsonian Castle, and Treasury.  Although these buildings may not be in the First Tier, the 
lighting plan should consider the importance of buildings that help create a continuous rhythm 
of the street. 
 
In the same vein, the National Park Service does a poor job lighting the large array of 
monumental sculptures throughout the city.  Many of these sculptures are prominently located 
in circle and squares and are often poorly lit.  These sculptures, such as the Dupont Circle 
Fountain, Scott Circle, Logan Circle should have better lighting to reinforce the vistas created by 
the L’Enfant Plan.  Although mentioned in the plan, lighting is not well executed.  I would invite 
Commission members to compare lumens along other monumental thoroughfares such as the 
Paseo de la Castellana in Madrid and along the Ring in Vienna. 
 
I would also suggest that Commission staff reconsider some of the sculptures that are currently 
unlit altogether such as Sheridan Circle.  The equestrian statue of General Sheridan is one of the 
finest sculptures in the city and yet it remains almost dark.  I would recommend ensuring that 
the vista between Sheridan Circle and Dupont Circle should also be reinforced. 
 
If you have questions regarding my comments, please contact me at 
mochoa@ochoaurbancollaborative.com. 

mailto:mochoa@ochoaurbancollaborative.com


 
Thank your consideration.   
 
Manuel T. Ochoa, AICP 
Principal & Founder 
Ochoa Urban Collaborative 
 

 

Name: Duilio Passariello 
Location: Washington, DC 
 
Good morning. Thanks for the presentation, the illumination of the Mall is a fascinating 
opportunity to create a magnificent nocturnal image of the capital. As I commented yesterday, 
here are the documents published by the IES your division should have. Additionally, I am 
sending a diagram taken from the IES handbook, a brochure that illustrates the different types 
of white LEDs already available, and in the topic of collimation as a way to address the 
Washington Globe - to turn this 20th-century design into a functional device in the 21st - a 
website page of a design company specialized in the matter. As you can see, it's possible to 
create a set of lighting solutions tailored to the area, to provide a more elegant solution for the 
most important, symbolic, historical, and political space in the nation.  

This is the IES list, with recommendations for the US. 

ANSI/IES RP-16-05 

Technical memorandum on LEDs 

ANSI/IES RP- 8-18 

Recommended practice for design and maintenance 

ANSI/IES DG - 21-15   

Design Guide for Residential Street Lighting 

IESNA TM-10-00 

Obtrusive lighting (Urban Sky Glow and Light Trespass) in conjunction with Roadway Lighting 

ANSI/IES DG - 28-15 

Guide for selection, installation operation and maintenance of Roadway Lighting Control 
Systems  

 

 



Name: Laura Porter 
Location: Washington 
 
Street lighting should be no brighter than the minimum levels recommended by national traffic-
safety authorities, such as the Illuminating Engineering Society. Further reductions in nighttime 
lighting should be achieved with light curfews and motion-activated controls. 
  
■ Washington Globe streetlights, which emit light promiscuously in all directions, should be 
replaced with fixtures that have a historic appearance but eliminate up light and horizontal 
light. If the Washington Globes are retained, they should be retrofitted to direct light 
downward or repurposed as street sculpture emitting a token amount of light. 
  
■ All LED lighting should have a correlated color temperature no greater than warm-white 2700 
Kelvin to minimize emission of blue light, the most biologically active wavelength. 
  
■ Bridges across the Potomac and Anacostia rivers should have low ambient light levels, as both 
rivers are environmentally sensitive sites. 
  
■ Up-lighting of buildings, memorials, and other structures should be eliminated in favor of 
down-lighting. 
 

 

Name: Ruth Robbins 
Location: Chevy Chase, MD 
 
Thank you for the presentation! 

As a gateway to the city with a Federal property, we look forward to more specifications! 

Ruth Robbins 

Friends of Chevy Chase Circle 

 

 

Name: Wayne Savage 
Location: Washington, DC 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on a revised lighting policy for Washington, 
D.C.’s, iconic monumental core and surrounding streets. 
 



As a starting point, it must be recognized that artificial light at night, especially its blue-
wavelength component, is a pollutant with significant impacts on the environment. These 
impacts include: 
■ Harm to human health by altering our natural circadian rhythms. 
■ Interruption of wildlife behavior, including reproduction, foraging, and migration. 
■ Skyglow that obscures a view of the stars, which have enriched human cultural heritage for 
millennia and provide critical directional clues for some nocturnal animal species.  
 
Reduced light levels in the monumental core and on surrounding streets, consistent with traffic 
and pedestrian safety, would help capture the full benefit of new energy-efficient LED lights 
while avoiding unnecessary and poorly directed light that wastes energy, harms human health, 
impacts wildlife, and exacerbates skyglow. 
 
A large percentage of skyglow is caused by light reflected from the ground, so street lighting 
should be no brighter than the minimum levels recommended by the Illuminating Engineering 
Society.  Further reductions in nighttime lighting should be achieved by dimming streetlights 
during off-peak hours (“light curfews”) and motion-activated controls.  
  
All light fixtures should be full cutoff to eliminate up light and minimize horizontal light, which 
paradoxically contributes more to skyglow than light shining directly overhead.   
 
While Washington Globe fixtures have “stood the test of time,” that is true only regarding their 
aesthetic design, not their optical properties.  Much has been learned about light pollution 
since the Washington Globes were designed in the early years of the 20th Century. We now 
know that globe fixtures, emitting light promiscuously in all directions, are a major contributor 
to glare, light trespass, and skyglow. To mitigate these problems, Washington Globes should be 
eliminated in favor of a different design or retrofitted as full-cutoff fixtures to direct their light 
downward. 
 
All LED lighting should have a correlated color temperature no greater than warm-white 2700 
Kelvin to minimize emission of blue light, the most biologically active wavelength and a major 
factor in skyglow. 
 
Up-lighting of buildings, memorials, and other structures should be eliminated in favor of down-
lighting. 
 
The Potomac and Anacostia rivers are environmentally sensitive areas that need special 
attention. Bridges and adjacent streets should have the lowest ambient light levels consistent 
with traffic and pedestrian safety and be lit with warm-white LEDs in the 2200-Kelvin range 
(available by special order from several manufacturers) or phosphor-converted amber LEDs. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments. The revised lighting policy for the monumental 
core and surrounding streets represents a once-in-a-generation opportunity to adopt best 
practices in lighting design that mitigate the harmful impacts of light pollution. 



 
Wayne Savage 
Washington, D.C. 
March 13, 2020 
 

 

Name: Alin Tolea 
Location: Washington, DC 
 
Hi,  
I welcome the upcoming revision of outdoor lighting for DC's Monumental Core and 
surrounding areas. Please consider the following suggestions to deploy outdoor lighting with an 
eye on minimal impact on the environment and animal and human health: 
 
■ Street lighting should be no brighter than the minimum levels recommended by national 
traffic-safety authorities, such as the Illuminating Engineering Society. Further reductions in 
nighttime lighting should be achieved with light curfews and motion-activated controls. 
  
■ Washington Globe streetlights, which emit light promiscuously in all directions, should be 
replaced with fixtures that have a historic appearance but eliminate up light and horizontal 
light. If the Washington Globes are retained, they should be retrofitted to direct light 
downward or repurposed as street sculpture emitting a token amount of light. 
 
■ All LED lighting should have a correlated color temperature no greater than warm-white 2700 
Kelvin to minimize emission of blue light, the most biologically active wavelength and a major 
factor in skyglow. 
 
■ Bridges across the Potomac and Anacostia rivers should have low ambient light levels, as both 
rivers are environmentally sensitive sites. 
 
■ Up-lighting of buildings, memorials, and other structures should be eliminated in favor of 
down-lighting. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

 

Name: Drake Wauters 
Location: McLean, VA 
 
Dear NCPC,  Please do everything possible to support best night lighting methods championed 
by dark skies advocates and those knowledgeable about using 2,700K lighting or the like to help 



wildlife thrive and to give our places at night a consistent and wonderful yet minimal 
illumination  addressing way finding and safety.  Fairfax County and Arlington County have 
learned much and are implementing better lighting policies and most actions are dramatically 
better than anything seen in the last 50 years.  Please also advocate for the urgent replacement 
of high glare poor color fixtures such as what one finds today along M Street in Georgetown.  
Saving energy and wildlife and restoring the wondrous beauty of modest power warm lighting 
from the incandescent era will do wonders for our urban environs.  Please encourage all 
agencies to do the same including the NPS.  Thank You       
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