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1. Executive Summary

The Montgomery County Parks Department, an agency of the Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, (MNCPPC), proposes to implement the Vision Zero safety improvements listed 
below along Little Falls Parkway from Dorset Avenue and Arlington Road (the “proposed action” or 
“build alternative” as used herein). This project is being undertaken to improve safety conditions for 
pedestrians and cyclists by reducing the risk of serious injury or fatal crashes between vehicles and 
vulnerable roadways users (including Capital Cresent Trail users.). The project has been reviewed and 
approved by the Montgomery County Planning Board and the Mongomery County Council. See 
Appendix A: Project Location Map and Appendix B: Proposed Plans and Typical Sections. The proposed 
safety improvements include:  

1. Reducing the parkway from a four-lane, median-divided configuration to a two-lane,
median-divided configuration

2. Installing low-profile separators to block unused drive-lanes but allow emergency vehicle
access as needed

3. Removing unused asphalt pavement
4. Creating a buffered bike lane / protected shared use path
5. Installing intersection safety improvements
6. Installing accessible pedestrian landings
7. Installing new lane markings
8. Implementing signal timing changes
9. Installing new lane separators
10. Installing new turn lanes
11. Installing new signage

This environmental assessment (EA) analyzes the potential environmental impacts that would result 
from the implementation of proposed action relative to a “no-build” alternative. This EA has been 
prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the regulations of 
the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) for the implementation of the Act (40 Code of Federal 
Regulations [CFR] 1500-1508) and NCPC’s NEPA regulations]. Additionally, in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 United States Code [U.S.C.] 
306108) of 1966 and implementing regulations (36 CFR 800), the NCPC considered the impacts of this 
undertaking on historic properties in a separate, but parallel process.  
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Note to Reviewers and Responders: 
If you wish to comment on this EA, you may mail the comments directly to NCPC’s office (see address 
below) or submit them electronically to NCPC through their “Comment Opportunities” page at 
www.ncpc.gov/participate/notices/. Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address or 
other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment 
– including your personal identifying information – may be made publicly available at any time. While 
you may ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, 
we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.  

 

Mailed comments may be sent to:  

National Capital Planning Commission, 
401 9th Street, NW, Suite #500N, 
Washington, DC 20004 
ATTN: Michael Weil, Little Falls Parkway Environmental Assessment 
 

Comments may also be submitted on-line by following the appropriate steps at:  

www.ncpc.gov/participate/notices/

http://www.ncpc.gov/participate/notices/
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2. Project Purpose & Need 
2.1 Purpose of the Action  
Consistent with the Montgomery County Council’s adoption of the Montgomery County Vision Zero 
program, the purpose of the Little Falls Parkway improvements is to improve safety and reduce the 
potential for collisions between autos and vulnerable roadways users (bicyclists and pedestrians) 
crossing or traveling along Little Falls Parkway. See Appendix A: Project Location Map.  

2.2  Need for the Action 
The project need is based on a history of serious injuries and fatal crashes between Capital Cresent Trail 
(CCT) users and vehicles traveling along and across Little Falls Parkway. Prior to 2017, the four-lane 
cross-section on Little Falls Parkway resulted in a multiple-lane threat scenario1 – a recognized traffic 
safety problem occurring along road sections that are more than two lanes wide and have an 
uncontrolled crossing (no traffic signal or stop sign).   
 
Following a bicyclist fatality at the crossing in October 2016, Montgomery Parks, in coordination with 
County police and transportation agencies, implemented a Vision Zero-based “road diet” along the 
Parkway between Arlington and Hillandale Roads. The interim change was a pilot project to test the 
effectiveness of reducing the Parkway cross-section from four to two lanes.  Under the pilot, the 
Parkway’s grass median was maintained; the outside lanes were closed with chains and flexible posts; 
and the speed limit was lowered from 35 to 25 miles per hour. 
 
The likelihood of fatal injury increases dramatically for pedestrians and bicyclists if the motorized vehicle 
is traveling at speeds over 30 mph2. Vehicular traffic speeds along Little Falls Parkway had been an on-
going problem with the four-lane configuration in the project area. Despite the posted speed limit of 35-
miles per hour, a significant portion of drivers exceeded these speeds. After several years of studying the 
excessive travel speeds along the Parkway, the Montgomery Parks Department determined that traffic 
calming measures are needed to improve the general safety for Little Falls Park users and reduce overall 
rates of speeding along this corridor. For further information on the project history, please see Section 3: 
History of the Proposed Project.  

To comprehensively address the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists within the study area, there is a need 
to install permanent safety measures. Rapid deployment, cost, directness of travel for and safety of 
pedestrians and bicyclists, and environmental impacts are decision factors used by the M-NCPPC when 
developing a project approach and design under the Vision Zero program. Unlike major capital projects 
that take years to plan, design, bid and construct, the project sponsor (Montgomery County Parks 
Department) intends the project to have minimal, if any, disturbance outside of the existing right-of-way.  
This approach is intended to minimize potential environmental impacts to Little Falls Park; to preserve the 
park’s natural setting and uses; and to minimize costs so that M-NCPPC can implement other future safety 
measures elsewhere within its jurisdiction. 

 
1 A multiple-lane threat crash involves a driver stopping in one lane on a multilane road to permit 
pedestrians/cyclists to cross, and an adjacent oncoming vehicle (in the same direction) striking the pedestrian who 
is crossing in front of the stopped vehicle. This type of crash typically results from the initial stopped vehicle 
obscuring the view of the second advancing vehicle which subsequently fails to yield to the pedestrian or bicyclist. 
2 Safe Systems - Institute of Transportation Engineers (ite.org) 

https://www.ite.org/technical-resources/topics/safe-systems/
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3. Background and Project Area 

3.1 Existing Conditions  
Little Falls Parkway is approximately 1.5-miles in length and is located within the Little Falls Stream Valley 
Park (SVP), with a northern terminus near Fairfax Road (north of Arlington Road) and southern terminus 
at Massachusetts Ave (MD 396). The Little Falls SVP is located within the Willett Branch watershed and 
encompasses established diverse forest stands consisting of tulip poplars, white oaks, and other tree 
species. 

Prior to the implementation of the interim road diet condition in 2017, the Parkway operated with a 
four-lane cross section (two drive lanes northbound, two drive lanes southbound, with a grass median 
separation) between Arlington Road and River Road; and a two-lane cross section (opposing drive lanes) 
between River Road and Massachusetts Avenue. The project area, between Arlington Road and Dorset 
Avenue, currently operates as a two-lane road with opposing lanes (no median) and a series of interim 
“road diet” (roadway modifications to improve safety) measures. 

The 11-mile Capital Crescent Trail (CCT) crosses the Parkway between Arlington Road and Hillandale 
Road via a mid-block raised crosswalk.  The Capital Crescent Trail was built in the 1990’s as an 11-mile 
hard surface, shared use trail along an abandoned B&O (Baltimore & Ohio) Railroad corridor, extending 
from Silver Spring, Maryland to Georgetown in the District of Columbia.  During peak times of year, the 
CCT-Parkway crossing is currently used by over 5,000 users each day, with peaks of approximately 400 
users per hour.  

3.2 Site History 
Little Falls Parkway was constructed in the late 1950’s. The original General Development Plan for Little 
Falls Branch Park envisioned a parkway connecting Fairfax Road to the George Washington Parkway (re-
named the Clara Barton Parkway in 1989). The 1957 General Development Plan also includes the 
parkway, along with several active recreation areas (along the Parkway) for tennis, basketball, multi-
purpose activities, tot lots, parking, picnicking, and trails. These areas were built further east and north 
as part of the county’s local park system as described further below.    

The originally planned cross-section (with two lanes in each direction and divided by a grass median) was 
constructed only between Fairfax and River Roads. By the time the section of parkway between 
Massachusetts Avenue and River Road was under design, plans for extending the parkway to George 
Washington Parkway were revised to reflect the existing parkway alignment, which now terminates at 
Massachusetts Avenue. The final design of this section featured two opposing travel lanes with no 
median and limited shoulders mirroring the cross-sections of Beach Drive and Sligo Creek Parkway. 

Later changes to the original vision for Little Falls Parkway included the Little Falls Trail and bike lanes 
along the parkway. The National Capital Planning Commission reviewed the trail and bike lane project in 
1979 and described the prospect of developing Little Falls Stream Valley Park in accordance with the 
General Development Plan of 1957 as, “…no longer reasonable, since it is highly unlikely that the unbuilt 
parkway improvements and other facilities in this plan would ever be constructed even if the approved 
plan were not modified.” Thus, the original plans for Little Falls Parkway changed from its original 
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concept as a commuter route to George Washington Parkway, with adjacent recreational amenity areas, 
to a much shorter limited access parkway that no longer necessitated four total travel lanes. 

 
3.3 Study Area Location: How is the area defined?  
The project site is located between the two-lane-to-four-lane transition on Little Falls Parkway just north 
of Arlington Road (See Figure 2), and Dorset Avenue. These end points are described in the NEPA context 
as “logical termini”.  That is, they are (1) rational end points for a transportation improvement and (2) 
rational end points of the environmental impacts.  

 For the purposes of performing a complete environmental analysis, a larger unit of environmental 
context is occasionally taken into consideration (e.g. an airshed, watershed, or nearby alternate routes). 
The scale and extent of the area chosen for analysis may vary depending on the resource being 
considered, with assessment based on readily available data sources and the best judgement of park 
staff, engineers, and environmental professionals.  

Figure 1: Regional Context for Little Falls Parkway 

Little Falls Parkway 
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Figure 2: Limits of Vision Zero Safety Improvements 

3.4 Vision Zero Principles  
The proposed project is part of the Mongomery County 2030 Vision Zero Action Plan3 , which is based on 
the following guiding principles:  

1. Transportation–related deaths and severe injuries are preventable and unacceptable.  

2. Human life takes priority over mobility and other objectives of the road system. The road 
system should be safe for all users, for all modes of transportation, in all communities, and for 
people of all ages and abilities.  

3. Human error is inevitable; the transportation system should be designed to anticipate error, so 
the consequences are not severe injury or death. Advancements in vehicle design and 
technology, roadway engineering, personal electronic devices, etc., are necessary components 
for avoiding the impacts of human errors.  

4. People are inherently vulnerable, and speed is a fundamental predictor of crash survival. The 
transportation system should be designed for speeds that protect human life.  

5. All road users have a responsibility to respect one another, and to behave in a safe manner. 
Drivers have the potential to do the most harm and have a responsibility to be mindful and 
respectful of other in the public right of way.   

6. Policies and practices at all levels of government need to align, making safety the highest 
priority for roadways. 

 
3 Action Plan of Vision Zero | Montgomery County, MD (montgomerycountymd.gov)  

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/action.html
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3.5 History of the Proposed Project 
The Little Falls Parkway project has had extensive opportunities for public involvement and comment 
(prior to MPD’s referral to NCPC for review), and several iterations resulted in response to the process. 
The proposed action is a result of this iterative process. This history below is not exhaustive but seeks to 
provide a general overview of the project design, coordination, and public involvement process to date. 
Additional information about project history is available in previously published Montgomery County 
Planning Board and Montgomery County Council reports (https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-
trails/little-falls-parkway/).  

2016-2020 

Following a bicyclist fatality at the crossing in October 2016, Montgomery Parks in coordination with the 
Park Police and Montgomery County Department of Transportation implemented Vision Zero-based 
safety improvements along Little Falls Parkway between Arlington and Hillandale Roads. 

The safety improvements included an interim road diet that reduced the cross-section of Little Falls 
Parkway from four lanes to two lanes at the trail crossing, by closing the outside travel lane in each 
direction. The travel lanes were closed off with chains and flexible posts, and the speed limit was 
reduced from 35 mph to 25 mph. The grass median dividing the northbound and southbound travel 
lanes remained. Subsequent traffic studies showed a significant decrease in reported crashes at the 
Capital crescent Trail crossing, with a total of zero crashes from 2020 through 2023 compared to six 
crashes (and one fatality) in 2016 alone (Figures 8 & 9, Section 8.8). 

 

Figure 3: Project timeline 

  

https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/little-falls-parkway/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/little-falls-parkway/
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June 2019 

With the success of the road diet in improving trail user safety, Montgomery Parks presented a Facility 
Plan recommendation to the Montgomery County Planning Board in June 2019 to build upon the interim 
road diet with a permanent two-lane Parkway cross-section. However, the Planning Board asked 
Montgomery Parks to study re-alignment of the CCT trail crossing to the intersection with Arlington 
Road, with an improved pedestrian signal. The requested re-alignment had been studied during the 
development of the facility plan4 but was ultimately not recommended by Parks staff due to increased 
travel delays for vehicles and trail users. See Section 5.3 for more information on CCT trail crossing 
realignment.  

July 2019 

The County Council’s Transportation and Environment (T&E) committee submitted a letter to the 
Planning Board expressing concern that removing the road diet would be a setback for Vision Zero and 
put pedestrians and bicyclists at risk.  

September 2019 

The Planning Board voted to delay the project to realign the CCT crossing beyond the 6-year Parks 
Capital Improvements Program (CIP) and maintain the existing interim road diet. The Board also asked 
Montgomery Parks to further improve safety at the CCT crossing by installing a raised crosswalk (a 
crosswalk located on top of a speed table). The raised crosswalk was subsequently installed in summer 
2020. 

May 2020 

The County Council voted to remove the project to realign the CCT crossing to Arlington Road from the 
Parks FY21-26 CIP, maintaining the interim two-lane road diet condition indefinitely. In July 2019, the 
County Council Transportation and Environment committee had sent a letter to the Planning Board, 
expressing concern that removing the road diet (and thus returning to four drive lanes) at the CCT 
crossing would be a setback for Vision Zero and put pedestrians and bicyclists at risk. 

2020 Open Parkways Program 

In 2020, Montgomery Parks initiated the Open Parkways Program, which closed portions of Sligo Creek 
Parkway, Beach Drive, and Little Falls Parkway to vehicles during the weekends, to provide additional 
outdoor recreational space during the COVID-19 pandemic. This program expanded on the intended 
recreational use of the parkways and proved very popular. When closed to vehicles, the parkways are a 
welcoming and safe venue for walkers, joggers, cyclists, rollerbladers, and people participating in various 
other forms of recreation.  

 
4 Mongomery Parks considers the “purpose of a facility plan is to produce a well-reasoned project cost estimate 
and takes the project through 30% design as required by County Council. Also known as ‘preliminary design’, a 
facility plan often includes a program of requirements (POR), engineering and environmental studies, feasibility 
studies, concept plans, and park management plans, topographic surveys, traffic studies, conceptual site plans, 
schematic drawings, cost estimates, and most of all public input”. Capital Improvements Program - Montgomery 
Parks 

https://montgomeryparks.org/projects/capital-improvements-program/
https://montgomeryparks.org/projects/capital-improvements-program/
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The Little Falls Open Parkway program was originally implemented from Massachusetts Avenue to Fairfax 
Road and operated from Friday morning through Sunday evening each weekend. This portion of the 
Open Parkways program was suspended during the winter of 2020 due to operational challenges but 
was reinstated in March 2021 with the installation of traffic control gates, which made it easier to close 
the parkway to vehicles on the weekends. When the Open Parkway was reinstated, its limits were 
reduced to River Road to Fairfax Road and the operational hours were reduced to Saturdays and 
Sundays. The program proved to be popular, averaging over 3,000 users on a given weekend, but the 
closure of Little Falls Parkway led to cut-through traffic in adjacent neighborhoods as drivers found new 
routes to reach their destination during the closures. This increase in neighborhood traffic was 
confirmed through traffic counts5 conducted by the Montgomery County Department of Transportation 
and Montgomery Parks. 

June 2021 

The Montgomery County Council passed a resolution in support of enhancing Open Streets and the 
Open Parkways programs across the county. 

2022 Pilot Project Phase I: To maintain a segment of the Parkway open to safe recreational use while 
mitigating cut through traffic on adjacent residential roadways, Montgomery Parks coordinated with the 
Montgomery County Department of Transportation (MCDOT) to implement a “pilot project” to revise 
the alignment of the Parkway between Arlington Road and Dorset Avenue. The pilot program was 
conducted in phases to ensure 24/7 vehicular usage along the Parkway and allow traffic counts to be 
taken to confirm results. 

The Phase I alignment was implemented in May 2022 and consisted of extending the existing road diet at 
the CCT crossing between Arlington Road and Hillandale Road by adding flexible posts that close off one 
drive lane in each direction, while still always allowing for full vehicle access in the remaining drive lane. 
This effectively extended the interim road diet that had been in place at the CCT crossing since 2017. 

 

Figure 4: Pilot Program Phase 1 - Typical Section 

With two lanes now open to vehicles around the clock, traffic studies conducted in July 2022 and 
September 2022 showed a substantial decrease in weekend traffic volumes on Kennedy Drive and 
Brookside Drive (in the Kenwood community) with no significant difference in traffic volumes on the 
Parkway or other adjacent roadways. The data showed the parkway was processing similar vehicle 

 
5 Traffic count data is available at: 2022 Little Falls Parkway Traffic Counts (montgomeryparks.org) 

https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Little_Falls_Traffic_Counts_Andy_Remediated.pdf
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volumes in a two-lane section as the previous four-lane section6, confirming that a two-lane section has 
sufficient capacity to accommodate all traffic demand. The closed lanes were not marketed for 
recreational use during the Phase 1 pilot due to their proximity to the travel lanes. 

2022 Pilot Project Phase II: In November 2022, Parks built upon the demonstrated functionality of the 
Phase I two-lane cross section by implementing Phase II, which is the current condition encountered on 
the Parkway between Arlington Road and Dorset Avenue. 

Figure 5: Pilot Program Phase II Typical Section 

The Phase II re-alignment maintained two travel lanes but shifted all vehicles to the previous two 
northbound travel lanes, providing a single lane of travel in each direction with no median separation. 
Associated modifications to intersection traffic signals and signage were also performed by MCDOT to 
support this effort. This roadway section matches Little Falls Parkway between River Road (MD 190) and 
Massachusetts Avenue (MD 396) and is the same as other park roads including Beach Drive and Sligo 
Creek Parkway, as well as numerous two-lane roads and highways in Montgomery County. Speed limits 
for the entire segment of the Parkway between Arlington Rd and River Road (MD 190) were lowered to 
25 mph, matching the maximum speed limit of other park roads. 

The remaining two southbound Parkway lanes no longer convey vehicle traffic and effectively provide 
the Open Parkway recreational experience 7 days a week, without negatively affecting the functionality 
of the Parkway. Parks conducted additional traffic studies throughout 2022, which show the Parkway 
continued to serve as much traffic with two traffic lanes as it did with four lanes, but with reduced 
vehicle speeds and significantly improved Vision Zero safety achieved with the 2-lane configuration 
versus the former 4-lane parkway. 

February 15, 2023: Mongomery County Parks (Parks) held a public meeting to share traffic engineering 
analysis and recommendation for a permanent two-lane configuration7. The meeting was attended by 
approximately 200 people. In response to the large number of questions, Parks subsequently published 
an online FAQ document8.  

 
6 Traffic count data is available at: 2022 Little Falls Parkway Traffic Counts (montgomeryparks.org) 
7 For February 15, 2023, meeting recording, please see: https://youtu.be/sWOweqm1XsM?si=7Vl6Yj8mKAWkm-51  
8 Little Falls Parkway Vision Zero Project - Montgomery Parks 

https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Little_Falls_Traffic_Counts_Andy_Remediated.pdf
https://youtu.be/sWOweqm1XsM?si=7Vl6Yj8mKAWkm-51
https://montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/little-falls-pilotproject/
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March 30, 2023: The Planning Board held a public hearing for the proposed project9, 10. Over 50 people 
testified online and in-person. In addition, hundreds of emails, letters, phone calls, and other 
correspondence were received during the public comment period.  

April 27, 2023: The Planning Board voted to approve the Parks staff recommendation for a permanent 
two-lane configuration of Little Falls Parkway between Arlington Road and Dorset Avenue11. The Planning 
Board approved site plan included other safety and connectivity enhancements, including a separated 
shared use trail along Little Falls Parkway. Parks subsequently proceeded with detailed design and began 
coordination with NCPC in accordance with the Capper-Cramton Act. 

May 8, 2023: The Mongomery County Council adopted a motion stating that: 

Any realignment of the remaining two lanes between Dorset and Arlington on Little Falls Parkway 
must be reviewed by the Council before funds may be utilized for this purpose. No funds may be 
utilized for the implementation of a linear park in this section of Little Falls Parkway. 

The Council requested that the Parks Department develop an alternate option for Little Falls Parkway for 
Council review alongside the Planning Board-approved configuration12. Parks subsequently paused 
coordination with NCPC while the Council-requested alternate option was developed, and a review 
process determined. 

October 25, 2023: The County Council sent a letter to Montgomery Parks requesting that Parks develop 
a non-Planning Board-recommended option (Council-Requested alternate option) that “includes a road 
diet on either side of the median”. Both options were to be reviewed by the Planning Housing and Parks 
committee (PHP) and the PHP committee’s recommendation transmitted to the full council.  

November 27, 2023: The PHP committee was presented two options for Vision Zero roadway 
improvements to create a two-lane configuration of Little Falls Parkway between Arlington Road and 
Dorset Avenue13,14. the key difference between the options was whether the vehicular lanes would be 
opposed within a contiguous 22’ wide roadway (similar to other Montgomery Parks roads in 
Montgomery County like Beach Drive and Sligo Creek Parkway, and other two-lane roads) or separated 
as single 12’ wide northbound and southbound drive lanes on either side of the existing grass median. 

At the PHP Committee meeting, both options were reviewed and discussed with separate focus on the 
segment from Arlington to Hillandale, including the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT) crossing, and the portion 

 
9 For the March 30, 2023, meeting recording, please see: https://mncppc.granicus.com/player/clip/2779  
10 For the March 30, 2023 Planning Board report, please see: https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf  
11 For the April 27, 2023, meeting recording, please see: https://mncppc.granicus.com/player/clip/2791  
12 For May 8, 2023 Council and Committee Session Summary page, please see: DocumentViewer.php 
(granicus.com)  
For the  May 8, 2023 Council session recording, please see: https://archive-
video.granicus.com/montgomerycountymd/montgomerycountymd_29592c49-2a9c-406f-a3a2-ecc5bc28de98.mp4 
13 For the November 27, 2023 meeting recording, please see: https://archive-
video.granicus.com/montgomerycountymd/montgomerycountymd_ca26bb93-8d6d-11ee-a93d-
0050569183fa.mp4  
14 For the November 27, 2023 Council PHP Committee report, please see: 
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&event_id=15964&meta_id=167927 

https://mncppc.granicus.com/player/clip/2779
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
https://mncppc.granicus.com/player/clip/2791
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=montgomerycountymd_efd882e7d4084e21d068faa701abf5eb.pdf&view=1
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=montgomerycountymd_efd882e7d4084e21d068faa701abf5eb.pdf&view=1
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive-video.granicus.com%2Fmontgomerycountymd%2Fmontgomerycountymd_29592c49-2a9c-406f-a3a2-ecc5bc28de98.mp4&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7Ccc92e5783ff44a75b8e808dc80de4cc3%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638526939494111607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H0krv9VDZf4fCiyOD2T6Idwp81C0DRj0VEtMljTwlTI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive-video.granicus.com%2Fmontgomerycountymd%2Fmontgomerycountymd_29592c49-2a9c-406f-a3a2-ecc5bc28de98.mp4&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7Ccc92e5783ff44a75b8e808dc80de4cc3%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638526939494111607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H0krv9VDZf4fCiyOD2T6Idwp81C0DRj0VEtMljTwlTI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive-video.granicus.com%2Fmontgomerycountymd%2Fmontgomerycountymd_ca26bb93-8d6d-11ee-a93d-0050569183fa.mp4&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7Ccc92e5783ff44a75b8e808dc80de4cc3%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638526939494122506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3gOYjSrAodksK%2F7BDWih1pcB8trfSMBY9if4pXVXpDE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive-video.granicus.com%2Fmontgomerycountymd%2Fmontgomerycountymd_ca26bb93-8d6d-11ee-a93d-0050569183fa.mp4&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7Ccc92e5783ff44a75b8e808dc80de4cc3%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638526939494122506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3gOYjSrAodksK%2F7BDWih1pcB8trfSMBY9if4pXVXpDE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive-video.granicus.com%2Fmontgomerycountymd%2Fmontgomerycountymd_ca26bb93-8d6d-11ee-a93d-0050569183fa.mp4&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7Ccc92e5783ff44a75b8e808dc80de4cc3%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638526939494122506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3gOYjSrAodksK%2F7BDWih1pcB8trfSMBY9if4pXVXpDE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomerycountymd.granicus.com%2FMetaViewer.php%3Fview_id%3D169%26event_id%3D15964%26meta_id%3D167927&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C07de2ae53e8047dc555208dc7a8c9a73%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638519994092225129%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SPbjzb4J4ci4zWTgkiUuhhBST5fcWpjER8NaAeu0dWA%3D&reserved=0
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from Hillandale to Dorset. While the merits of the opposing lane option, similar to Beach Drive and Sligo 
Creek Parkway, were recognized, the PHP Committee recommended single drive lanes separated by the 
existing grass median. In considering the segment of the Parkway between Arlington and Hillandale, the 
PHP committee acknowledged the success of the road diet at the CCT crossing and supported a 
permanent reduction to two lanes.  

In considering the segment from Hillandale to Dorset, the PHP Committee recognized the speed 
reductions achieved with the current Pilot Project interim road diet configuration, but also 
acknowledged the community concerns with potential traffic growth from planned development in the 
local area. The Committee requested Parks reconfigure LFP to be two singles lanes on either side of the 
existing median between Hillandale and Dorset and supported providing a separated bicycle facility 
along LFP, in the footprint of the existing pavement along this segment, to enhance connectivity between 
the CCT and Dorset Avenue. At the intersections from Arlington to Dorset, the PHP Committee supported 
permanent Vision Zero safety improvements. The PHP Committee requested the Montgomery Parks 
Department consider these recommendations and update the proposed design for review and approval 
by the full Council. The Parks Department subsequently updated the proposed design as recommended 
by the PHP Committee.  

 

Figure 6: Proposed Typical Section between Arlington Road and Hillandale Road as approved by County Council 

 

Figure 7: Proposed Typical Section between Hillandale Road and Dorset Avenue as approved by County Council 
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January 23, 2024: The County Council voted unanimously in favor of the updated recommendation, 
removing the Park CIP restriction from the Council’s May 2023 motion, and allowing the project to move 
forward1516. Subsequently, Parks reopened coordination with NCPC for the County Council approved site 
plan, and formally referred the project proposal to NCPC for review under the Capper-Cramton Act 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remainder of page intentionally left blank.  

 
15 For the January 23, 2024 Council and Committee Session Summary page, please see: DocumentViewer.php 
(granicus.com) 
For the January 23, 2024 meeting recording please see: https://archive-
video.granicus.com/montgomerycountymd/montgomerycountymd_6e148ea4-bb04-11ee-8fe8-
0050569183fa.mp4  
16 For the January 23, 2024 Council report, please see: 
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&clip_id=17120&meta_id=170266 

https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=montgomerycountymd_baf94e2022c4ab0065414239bf285ea8.pdf&view=1
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=montgomerycountymd_baf94e2022c4ab0065414239bf285ea8.pdf&view=1
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive-video.granicus.com%2Fmontgomerycountymd%2Fmontgomerycountymd_6e148ea4-bb04-11ee-8fe8-0050569183fa.mp4&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7Ccc92e5783ff44a75b8e808dc80de4cc3%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638526939494144397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oj4if37cA3xeDkdxjwQx%2B7g%2Fk%2F8wqKS%2FHDOwW5oFA%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive-video.granicus.com%2Fmontgomerycountymd%2Fmontgomerycountymd_6e148ea4-bb04-11ee-8fe8-0050569183fa.mp4&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7Ccc92e5783ff44a75b8e808dc80de4cc3%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638526939494144397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oj4if37cA3xeDkdxjwQx%2B7g%2Fk%2F8wqKS%2FHDOwW5oFA%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchive-video.granicus.com%2Fmontgomerycountymd%2Fmontgomerycountymd_6e148ea4-bb04-11ee-8fe8-0050569183fa.mp4&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7Ccc92e5783ff44a75b8e808dc80de4cc3%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638526939494144397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oj4if37cA3xeDkdxjwQx%2B7g%2Fk%2F8wqKS%2FHDOwW5oFA%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomerycountymd.granicus.com%2FMetaViewer.php%3Fview_id%3D169%26clip_id%3D17120%26meta_id%3D170266&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C07de2ae53e8047dc555208dc7a8c9a73%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638519994092232052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hA3kUAQe9HWVpYYFV4f%2BkXghP4ddfNr%2F0sMqoDg%2FFSU%3D&reserved=0
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4. Statutory Basis for the NCPC Review of the Little Falls Parkway Vision Zero Safety 
Improvements and the Role of this Environmental Assessment  

 

4.1 Capper-Cramton Act 
The land for Little Falls Stream Valley Park, which encompasses Little Falls Parkway, was acquired with 
Capper-Cramton Act (CCA) funding17. Under the Act (46 Stat. 48218), NCPC has approval authority over 
the more permanent changes to the parkway as proposed by the Montgomery Parks Department (which 
administers the land). The project under consideration was also endorsed by the County Council19. The 
Act grants NCPC a defined review role for the project - to determine whether the future parkway 
changes would be consistent with Little Falls Park as a park use or not.  
 
The Capper-Cramton Act (CCA) of 1930 (46 Stat. 482) was enacted to acquire, establish, and develop the 
George Washington Memorial Parkway and multiple stream valley parks in Maryland and Virginia to 
create a comprehensive park, parkway, and playground system in the National Capital Region. Using 
Capper-Cramton funds available through the Act, the State of Maryland acquired multiple stream valleys 
that include Cabin John Creek, Paint Branch, Northwest Branch, Sligo Creek, and Little Falls.  Those lands 
are now owned by the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission (MNCPPC).  In addition 
to funding, the Act (and a 1931 Basic Agreement) granted to what is now the National Capital Planning 
Commission (NCPC), approval authority over Capper-Cramton park development and management plans 
to protect and preserve the region’s watersheds and adjacent parkland. 
 
Capper-Cramton lands may not, in whole or in part, be conveyed, sold, leased, exchanged, used, or 
developed for anything other than park purposes. Additionally, Capper-Cramton lands must be 
developed in accordance with plans that are developed by M-NCPPC and approved by NCPC. NCPC 
generally interprets “park purpose” to mean a public benefit such as improving the water quality of 
streams, along with improving park accessibility and park resources. Other examples include restoring 
wetlands and meadow areas in a stream valley park, stormwater management, improvements to park 
access and the trail network, and additions or improvements to more active recreational uses such as 
playgrounds. 
 

4.2 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Based on NCPC’s approval authority over development of Capper-Cramton Act-acquired property, NCPC 
is required to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The NEPA requires the 
Commission to consider potential beneficial and adverse impacts to the natural and human environment 
from the project. Thus, NCPC has prepared this Environmental Assessment (EA), in coordination with the 
Montgomery Parks Department as project owner, to satisfy its NEPA obligation20. If NCPC determines 
there is no significant impact of the project on the human or natural environment, then NCPC would 
issue a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). 

 
17 Capper-Cramton Map (ncpc.gov)  
18 Capper-Cramton Act (ncpc.gov): https://www.ncpc.gov/docs/capper-cramton-act.pdf 
19 Review Authorities (ncpc.gov): https://www.ncpc.gov/about/authorities/review/cca/ 
20 Legislative Authorities (ncpc.gov): https://www.ncpc.gov/about/authorities/nepa/ 

https://www.ncpc.gov/maps/capper-cramton/
https://www.ncpc.gov/docs/capper-cramton-act.pdf
https://www.ncpc.gov/about/authorities/review/cca/
https://www.ncpc.gov/about/authorities/nepa/
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4.3 National Historic Preservation Act (Section 106) and Section 4(f)  
In accordance with the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 United 
States Code [U.S.C.] 306108) of 1966 and implementing regulations (36 CFR 800), NCPC must consider 
the project’s (“undertaking”) potential to impact any historic properties. Section 106 Documentation is 
included in Appendix C. NCPC is not a transportation agency subject to Section 4(f) of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Act. Further, no federal funds will be used for the project. Therefore 
Section 4(f) does not apply. 

 
4.4 Endangered Species Act  
In accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, MNCPPC on behalf of NCPC 
solicited comments from the USFWS and the DNR as it relates to known occurrences of rare, threatened, 
and endangered species within the proposed project area that would be adversely impacted by the 
project. Please see Appendix D for USFWS and DNR response letters.
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5. Alternatives Considered 
 

This chapter describes the alternatives for the Little Falls Parkway Improvements Project. Alternative 1 
(No Build) does not address the project purpose and need and is not under consideration for 
implementation. Alternative 1 is included in the analysis as a baseline for comparison purposes as 
required under NEPA. Alternative 2, which is the “Build” alternative, is based on the Montgomery County 
Council-approved project under consideration by NCPC. This EA analyzes the potential environmental 
impacts (short-term, long-term, beneficial, adverse) of both alternatives. 

5.1 Alternative 1: “No Build” or “No Action” Alternative  
The “No Build” alternative, is the original “pre-pilot” Parkway configuration that existed prior to 2017, 
with four general travel lanes (two for northbound traffic and two for southbound traffic) between 
Dorset Avenue and just north of Arlington Avenue. The travel lanes would remain separated by a grassy 
median and the multi-lane crossing threat would remain at the CCT crossing location. There would be no 
weekend closures for recreational use, nor would there be any construction associated with this 
alternative, other than routine maintenance. Traffic volumes and travel patterns would remain as before 
2017, and for the purposes of this EA, there would be no impact to the human or natural environment 
because no improvements would be implemented. Thus, drainage patterns, vegetation, views, safety 
conditions, vehicular/pedestrian/bicycle access, etc. would all exist as before the 2017 interim road diet 
and subsequent pilot project configurations.  This alternative, however, would not meet the project’s 
Purpose and Need and was not approved by the Montgomery County Planning Board or County Council. 
Therefore, the four-lane configuration is not under consideration for implementation.  

5.2 Alternative 2: “Build Alternative” Vision Zero Safety Improvements (Preferred) 
The “Build” alternative is the design approved by the Montgomery County Council, developed by the 
Montgomery Parks Department, and currently under consideration by NCPC.  Under the “Build” 
alternative, the existing parkway between Arlington Road and Dorset Avenue would be reduced from 
four lanes of vehicular traffic to two opposing lanes of vehicular traffic separated by the existing median. 
Between Arlington Road and Hillandale Road, the new typical section would include a buffered 10-foot 
shared use path on the west side of the parkway, and removal of unused lane pavement on the east side 
of the parkway. Between Hillandale Road and Dorset Avenue, a two-way buffered bicycle lane would be 
added on the west side of the parkway. Unused pavement would remain in place separated from the 
travel lane by low-profile lane separators which would allow for emergency vehicles to access the 
unused lane in case of emergency. (See Appendix B: Proposed Plan and Typical Sections). New lane 
markings, turn lanes, signal timing updates, signage, drainage, and stormwater management 
improvements would be installed as part of this proposed alternative. This alternative has been 
identified as the preferred alternative by Montgomery County Parks, as the owner and implementing 
agency. 
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5.3 Alternatives Considered, but Dismissed from Further Consideration  
Several additional alternatives were considered during the project’s design development process.  
However, these were dismissed from additional consideration through the EA since they do not meet 
the project’s purpose and need, nor do they meet MPD’s objectives (Section 2.2). Thus, none of the 
following alternatives were formally referred to NCPC for review by the Montgomery Parks Department.  

Bridge over or Tunnel under Little Falls Parkway   
The project sponsor considered bridge and tunnel alternatives in 2019 but found these were not 
prudent or feasible given the costs and associated environmental impacts21.  While safety 
improvements would be achieved by a bridge or tunnel alternative, the cost and timeliness 
objectives of the project would not be met due to the extensive design, permitting, and 
construction efforts required. Environmental impacts of a structural alternative would be major 
and unavoidable.  Thousands of cubic yards of fill placed would need to be placed in the stream 
valley park, impinging on the stream valley buffer, and impacting existing wetlands22. Excavation 
would also be significant.  This alternative would also likely yield permanent visual impacts to 
the corridor. As such, this alternative was dismissed from further consideration. For additional 
analysis, see page 25 of the Facility Plan Recommendation for Capital Crescent Trail Crossing at 
Little Falls Parkway Safety Improvements Program: CAPITAL CRESCENT TRAIL LITTLE FALLS 
PARKWAY FACILITY PLAN MEMO (montgomeryplanningboard.org).  

 

Figure 8: Conceptual image from https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-
Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf   

 
21 For additional analysis, see page 25 of the Facility Plan Recommendation for Capital Crescent Trail Crossing at 
Little Falls Parkway Safety Improvements Program: CAPITAL CRESCENT TRAIL LITTLE FALLS PARKWAY FACILITY PLAN 
MEMO (montgomeryplanningboard.org) 
22 For additional information, see Page 25 of Appendix F of the March 28, 2023, Planning Board meeting, re: 
Briefing on the Little Falls Parkway Pilot Project for additional information regarding a bridge alternative: memo 
(montgomeryplanningboard.org) 

https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
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Re-align Capital Crescent Trail Crossing to Arlington Road Intersection 
Re-aligning the Capital Crescent Trail crossing to the signalized intersection of Arlington Road 
and Little Falls Parkway23 was considered by the project sponsor in 2019. However, this 
approach was not recommended due to resulting increased travel delays for both drivers and 
trail users due to additional time that would be required for a dedicated signalized pedestrian 
crossing phase. In particular, trail users would have a more circuitous route (that adds 300 feet 
to their travel distance) and additional wait time from a protected “WALK” phase across the 
intersection. For motorists, the impact would be experienced in both directions (both along the 
northbound movement turning right onto Arlington Road, and southbound, from Arlington Road 
on to Little Falls Parkway.)  In addition, trail users (crossing the Parkway) would restrict right-
turning vehicles on the red phase, whereas vehicle are permitted to make right turns on red 
now. These results were reflected in traffic models from the 2019 facility planning process. Thus, 
as described in the project history (Section 3.5), the Planning Board and County Council 
ultimately voted to eliminate this alternative. 

 

Figure 9: Looking south from Little Falls Parkway and Arlington Road intersection. Conceptual image from 
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-
Report.pdf  

Scoping Comment Concept: Extension of “Build” Alternative to River Road (MD 190) 
The two-lane “Build” alternative is being considered from the project extent just north of 
Arlington Road to Dorset Avenue, approximately 0.5 miles in length. As part of scoping, several 
commenters recommended the proposed 0.4-mile project be extended to narrow the entire 
1.5-mile Parkway to two-lanes, along with a buffered bike lane. The extension would result in a 
direct protected bike lane connection to River Road (MD 190). While technically feasible, 

 
23 For additional analysis, see page 24 of the Facility Plan Recommendation for Capital Crescent Trail Crossing at 
Little Falls Parkway Safety Improvements Program: CAPITAL CRESCENT TRAIL LITTLE FALLS PARKWAY FACILITY PLAN 
MEMO (montgomeryplanningboard.org)  

https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf
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extending the project limits would not meet the scope of the County Council approved site plan; 
and therefore, this alternative was dismissed from additional consideration. 

Scoping Comment Concept: Re-configuration of Little Falls Parkway and Arlington Road 
Intersection 
As part of scoping, several commenters suggested a concept that includes re-configurating the 
intersection of Little Falls Parkway and Arlington Road to prioritize vehicle traffic by “merging” 
Little Falls Parkway into Arlington Road and removing signal controls for north- and southbound 
vehicles. This concept was previously studied by the Planning Board facility planning process in 
2019. Although this concept would reduce travel times for some drivers, the stand-alone plan 
would not provide additional safety benefits along LFP or for CCT users, and would not meet the 
purpose and need. Thus, this concept was dismissed from additional consideration in the EA. 

Scoping Comment Concept: April 2023 Planning Board Approved Plan 
As part of the scoping process, some commenters suggested a concept that was similar to the 
previous April 2023 Montgomery County Planning Board- approved two-lane site plan. The 
concept would maintain a two-lane configuration (with north- and southbound opposing lanes) 
along the northside of Little Falls Parkway and allow redesign the southbound lanes for use as a 
linear park on the other side of the grass median. While technically feasible, the previous 
Planning Board approved plan has been superseded by the current County Council approved 
“Build Alternative” and is therefore, dismissed from additional consideration in the EA. 

 

 

Figure 10: Planning Board approved configuration. Image from 
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&event_id=15964&meta_id=167927 

https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&event_id=15964&meta_id=167927
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6. Resource Impact Topic Areas 

The following definitions describe the various types, durations, and intensities for potential future 
environmental impacts as required under NEPA.  

 

Definitions: For each environmental resource or issue, anticipated direct and indirect impacts 
were assessed, considering both short and long-term project impacts. Potential impacts are 
described in terms of type (beneficial, adverse, or no impact); duration (short or long-term); and 
intensity (negligible, minor, moderate, or major). Explanations of these terms are as follows:  

Type: The impact type refers to whether it is adverse (negative), beneficial (positive), or no 
impact (neutral). Adverse impacts would potentially harm resources, while beneficial impacts 
would improve resource conditions.  

Duration: Impacts resulting from construction are considered short-term and would occur during 
construction or site improvements. Long-term impacts would persist during the operation of 
properties and facilities, once the construction phase is complete.  

Intensity: The intensity of an impact describes the magnitude of change that the impact 
generates. The intensity thresholds are as follows:  

• Negligible: The impact would not result in a noticeable change in the resource. 
• Minor (not significant): The impact would be slight, but detectable, resulting in a 

small but measurable change in the resource. 
• Moderate (not significant): The impact would be readily apparent and/or easily 

detectable but would not substantially alter the resource or exceed regulatory 
thresholds. 

• Major (significant): The impact would be widespread and would substantially 
alter the resource or exceed regulatory thresholds. A major, adverse impact would 
be considered significant under NEPA.



Little Falls Parkway 
 Vision Zero 
 Environmental Assessment 

24 
Section 7: Resource Topics Dismissed from Detailed Analysis 

 

7. Resource Topics Dismissed from Detailed Analysis 
NCPC, MPD, and public comments were all considered in the identification of resource topics. After 
review, some resource topics were deemed to be not related to the project proposal, not likely to result 
in impacts, or dismissed for other reasons. This section provides brief descriptions of these topics, with a 
brief justification for their dismissal. 

General Methodology: The methods used to assess impacts vary depending on the resource being 
considered but are generally based on a review of pertinent literature, code reviews, detailed technical 
studies, and information proved by on-site experts and other agencies, professional judgement, and park 
and engineering staff knowledge and insight.  

 

7.1 Wetlands & Floodplains 
Based on a review of the United States Geological Survey’s national database (National Wetlands 
Inventory Layer24), riverine wetlands are shown along the length of the Willet Branch and an unnamed 
tributary. The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Environmental Review Program (ERP) 
screening lists “Riverine Wetlands” as present for the Willet Branch and the unnamed tributary. 
Maryland Wetlands and Maryland Protected Wetlands were listed as “Not Present”. All work is expected 
to take place within the existing right of way and no wetland fill or disturbance is anticipated.  

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) National Flood Hazard Layer25 was reviewed. 
Mapped floodplains south of Dorset Avenue, but no mapped floodplains, either 100-year or 500-year, 
are shown within the proposed project area. The ERP screening of the project lists MD Floodplains as 
“Not Present”.  

The proposed project area is located entirely within the existing Little Falls Parkway right-of-way. No 
changes to any existing wetland, riverine resource, or floodplain are expected from either alternative 
(“Build” or “No Build”). Therefore, this resource topic is dismissed from further analysis in this EA. See 
Appendix D for the DNR ERP Screening Map. 

 

7.2 Soils/Topography/Geology 
The proposed project is located entirely within the existing Parkway right-of-way. The project would not 
result in any change to existing soils, topography, or geology for either alternative (“Build” or “No Build”). 
Therefore, this resource topic is dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 

 
24 National Wetlands Inventory (usgs.gov) 
25 FEMA's National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) Viewer (arcgis.com). See also FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Page, 
Department of Permitting Services, Montgomery County, MD (montgomerycountymd.gov) 

https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/
https://hazards-fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DPS/programs/FEMA-FIRMS/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DPS/programs/FEMA-FIRMS/index.html
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7.3 Vegetation  
The proposed project is located entirely within the existing Parkway right-of-way. No tree clearing, brush 
clearing, or disturbance of existing vegetation is expected from either alternative (“Build” or “No Build”). 
Therefore, this resource topic is dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 
7.4 Noise 
Based on overall traffic analysis detailed in Section 8.8 below, no change to the overall traffic levels or 
vibrations would be expected from either alternative (“Build” or “No Build”). Accordingly, no change to 
overall noise levels would be expected. Some temporary and minor construction noise would be 
expected with the “Build” alternative. However, no major, long-term, indirect, or cumulative impacts 
would be anticipated. Therefore, this resource topic is dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 

7.5 Archaeological resources 
The proposed project area consists of roadway area that has been graded and paved to create the park 
and parkway; therefore, any sites of archaeological significance would have been previously disturbed. In 
the case of the “No Build” alternative, no ground disturbing activities would occur, and no impacts would 
be anticipated for any potential archeological resource.  The “Build” alternative would involve the 
removal of some impervious pavement to convert these areas to green spaces.  Since these areas have 
already been disturbed, it is not anticipated that any archeological resources will be impacted. Thus, this 
resource topic is dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 
7.6 Air quality 
Air quality improvements have been made across Maryland over the past two decades, however 
Montgomery County is still listed by the EPA as a “non-attainment” area which does not meet the 
national primary or secondary National Ambient Air Quality Standards for 8-hour ozone (moderate 
classification). No changes to the overall amount of vehicle traffic along the proposed project corridor 
are expected in either alternative (“Build” or “No Build”) (See Section 8.6 below). The addition of green 
space and possible addition of trees in the “Build” alternative may have negligible beneficial impacts to 
air quality within the parkway. The addition of a shared use path and bike lanes in the “Build” alternative 
may reduce the number of vehicles on the Parkway and also produce negligible beneficial impacts to air 
quality. However, these impacts are not expected to be measurable or have any impact on the larger 
local airshed. As such, no impacts are anticipated for ground-level air quality or air quality within the 
local airshed for either alternative.  

Additionally, changes to the roadway network would typically be measured against the regional Air 
Quality Conformity Analysis of the National Capital Regional Transportation Planning Board which is 
required under the Clean Air Act. However, certain types of projects are exempt from conformity under 
40 § 93.126. Table 2 of the regulations lists the following relevant categories:  projects that correct, 
improve, or eliminate a hazardous location or feature; increasing sight distance; adding medians; bicycle 
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and pedestrian facilities26. As the proposed “Build” alternative falls under this exemption, no further 
analysis is necessary, and this resource topic is dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 

7.7 Historic & Cultural Resources  
Pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA, NCPC evaluated an area of potential effects (APE) for the 
undertaking that includes the Little Falls Parkway itself and the immediate adjacent property along the 
Parkway in Bethesda, Maryland. The Salmon-Stohlman House and the Wiley-Ringland House, which are 
a block or two east of Little Falls Parkway, are identified as the only listings in the National Register of 
Historic Places, in the area. Based on the scope of the project, NCPC determined there would be no 
adverse effects, directly or indirectly, on properties listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Maryland Historic Trust (MHT) concurred with the finding on April 29, 2024. See 
Appendix C for MHT correspondence.  

Neither the “Build” or the “No Build” alternative would be expected to impact current levels of vehicular 
use. The current parkway alignment would remain the same and the current historic and scenic qualities 
would be unchanged in both the “Build” and “No Build” alternatives. Therefore, this resource topic is 
dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 
7.8 Energy/Utilities 
The proposed project is located entirely within the existing Parkway right-of-way. No impacts to existing 
utilities are expected from either alternative (“Build” or “No Build”). Therefore, this resource topic is 
dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 
7.9 Hazardous Materials & Waste 
The proposed project is located entirely within the existing Parkway right-of-way. No impacts to existing 
hazardous materials sites are expected from either alternative (“Build” or “No Build”). No hazardous 
materials or waste is expected to be generated from either alternative. Therefore, this resource topic is 
dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 

7.10 Environmental Justice  
The Council on Environmental Quality’s Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool27 was reviewed and 
showed no disadvantaged communities proximate to the project area. This tool uses Census Tract 
Boundaries as the geographic unit to analyze a collection of datasets and determine if a community is at 
or above the threshold for one or more environmental, climate, or other burdens, or above the 
threshold for an associated socioeconomic burden. For a full breakdown of the Screening Tool 
methodology, please see: Methodology & data - Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool 
(geoplatform.gov).  

 
26 eCFR :: 40 CFR 93.126 -- Exempt projects. 
27 Explore the map - Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (geoplatform.gov) 

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/methodology#12.78/38.97979/-77.10344
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/methodology#12.78/38.97979/-77.10344
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-93/subpart-A/section-93.126
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#12.78/38.97979/-77.10344
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Additionally, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping 
Tool28 was reviewed for a 1-mile radius from the proposed project corridor. Based on this screening tool, 
no disadvantaged or environmental justice communities are present within a 1-mile radius of the 
proposed project corridor. Like the Council on Environmental Quality Tool, the EPA tool is a geographic 
mapping tool that pulls from multiple data sets to provide information on race, income, limited English 
speaking populations, and environmental hazards such as air pollution, hazardous waste proximity, and 
wastewater discharge. For more information on the screening tool methodology, please see: EJScreen 
Technical Documentation for Version 2.2 (epa.gov).  

Any minor inconveniences that could arise during construction of the “Build” alternative are expected to 
impact all parkway users equally. The “Build” and “No Build” alternatives are not expected to 
disproportionately affect environmental justice populations that may be present in the area surrounding 
the proposed project or who may use the parkway for transportation or recreational purposes. 
Therefore, this resource topic is dismissed from further analysis in this EA. 

 
28 EJScreen: Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool | US EPA 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-06/ejscreen-tech-doc-version-2-2.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-06/ejscreen-tech-doc-version-2-2.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
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8. Resource Topics Retained for Detailed Analysis  
This section is focused on resources that would likely be affected by implementation of the proposed 
project. After a general description of each topic area, the EA describes any anticipated future impacts 
from the “Build” and “No Build” alternative for each topic area. 

General Methodology: The methods used to assess impacts vary depending on the resource being 
considered but are generally based on a review of pertinent literature, detailed technical studies, 
information provided by onsite experts and other agencies, professional judgement, and park and 
engineering staff knowledge and insight.  

8.1 Plan Consistency: 
Relevant land use and transportation plans adopted by the Commission and/or Montgomery County 
were reviewed. The “Build” and “No Build” alternatives were evaluated against these plans for 
consistency. The method of evaluation was a plan review by onsite experts and other agencies, 
professional judgement, and park and engineering staff knowledge and insight. A synopsis of the plans 
reviewed is included below:  

• Thrive Montgomery 2050 (Thrive) is an update to the County’s general plan and establishes a 
framework for future planning. Thrive establishes a commitment to improving connectivity and 
safety through alternate means of transportation, including conversion of “existing traffic lanes and 
on-street parking to create space for walkways, bikeways, and street buffers with landscaping and 
street trees.” 
 

• The Westbard Sector Plan which covers the southwestern part of Montgomery County, in a radius of 
approximately two miles from the Bethesda and Friendship Heights commercial areas.  In the plan, 
Little Falls Parkway is classified as a “limited access park road that runs along the eastern boundary 
of the Sector Plan area with truck restrictions”. The Sector Plan endorses two total lanes of traffic on 
Little Falls Parkway.  
 

• The Montgomery County Bicycle Master Plan, approved and adopted in November 2018 is a key 
element in Montgomery County’s Vision Zero Action Plan.  Regarding mid-block trail crossings, on 
Page 83 the Plan recommends “Traffic calming that removes traffic lanes and/or reduces the design 
speed of the road” as a viable solution to improve safety. 
 

• Montgomery County is one of the first counties in the United States to adopt Vision Zero policy and 
action plan which commits to utilizing non-traditional, evidence-based “safe system approaches” to 
improve safety. Examples include narrowing travel lanes, reducing vehicle travel speeds, additional 
educational outreach, and enforcement. Structural changes to the roadway to calm traffic are 
encouraged to slow vehicle speeds.  

 

No Build Alternative: 
The “No Build” alternative would not support the recommendations of above-listed plans, nor would this 
alternative meet the purpose and need for the proposed project. The pre-2017 four-lane Parkway 
configuration would remain, with no additional safety measures added nor a protected bike lane along 
the Parkway.  
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Build Alternative: 
The “Build” alternative actively supports the Montgomery County Vision Zero Plan29, and the Westbard 
Sector Plan30 by improving connectivity and safety and is considered consistent with the plan goals and 
objectives. The “Build” alternative would be expected to substantially improve bicycle and pedestrian 
connectivity and safety over existing conditions, would calm traffic patterns, would create new walkways 
and bikeways, and would include opportunities for landscape buffering and potential tree planting.  
Therefore, this alternative would result in a minor, long-term, beneficial impact with respect to Plan 
Consistency when considering the County as a whole. With respect to the local/sector plan area, the 
impacts are considered moderate, long-term, beneficial.  
 

8.2 Rare, Threatened & Endangered Species 
Within the proposed project area, Little Falls Parkway runs through the 160-acre Little Falls Stream Valley 
Park31. This urban park is largely wooded and contains one of the few natural stretches of Willett 
Branch32 creek. It contains a 3.5-mile walking trail, a playground, the section of the Capital Crecent Trail, 
as well as Little Falls Parkway. The park contains a wealth of natural resource values, largely resulting 
from the maintenance of the floodplain and forest habitat. Creek habitats within the region have largely 
been channelized or buried in culverts, so the water resources within the park provide important habitat 
for native fauna and flora. 

Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for Federal threatened and 
endangered species was completed using the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website. 
An Official Species List (OSL) was generated for the project area. Several species (listed below) were 
identified in the OSL for consideration within the proposed project area.  
 

• Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Endangered 
• Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus): Proposed Endangered 
• Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate species 

 
No critical habitat was identified within the proposed project area. The IPaC Northern Long-eared Bat 
Rangewide Determination Key was used to come to a ‘No Effect’ determination for the proposed “Build” 
alternative. A determination verification letter was generated on April 3, 2024. See Appendix D for 
USFWS coordination. Additionally, the proposed project was screened through the DNR Environmental 
Review Program (ERP). Riverine Wetlands were identified in the review and are addressed in Section 7 of 
this document. Coordination was initiated with the DNR Wildlife Heritage Service (WHS) requesting 
project review for the “Build” alternative. Coordination with WHS is ongoing. See Appendix D for DNR 
coordination.  
 
No Build Alternative: 
The “No Build” alternative would not impact (adversely or beneficially) endangered, proposed 

 
29 Vision Zero 2030 Action Plan (montgomerycountymd.gov) 
30 Westbard Sector Plan (2016) - Montgomery Planning 
31 Little Falls Stream Valley Park - Montgomery Parks 
32 Our Creeks — Little Falls Watershed Alliance | Water Action in Maryland and DC (lfwa.org) 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/Resources/Files/vz2030-plan.pdf
https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/communities/downcounty/westbard/planwestbard/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/little-falls-stream-valley-park/
https://www.lfwa.org/creeks
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endangered, or candidate species. There would be no tree clearing, permanent outdoor lighting 
additions, changes in noise levels (factors which may impact the subject bat species), nor any other 
changes to the Little Falls Stream Valley Park environment. The original 4-lane Parkway configuration 
would remain as it existed prior to MPD’s interim changes, which started in 2017.  
 
Build Alternative: 
The “Build” alternative would not be expected to impact (adversely or beneficially) endangered, 
proposed endangered, or candidate species. No tree clearing, permanent outdoor lighting additions, or 
permanent changes in noise levels (factors which may impact the subject bat species) are expected. No 
disturbance of existing vegetation or widespread pesticide/insecticide use (factors which may impact 
Monarch butterflies) is expected. USFWS has provided a “No Effect” determination for the Northern 
Long-eared Bat. The project is not anticipated to jeopardize the continued existence of any of the above-
listed species. Any construction activities will be limited in scope and duration.  

 
8.3 Aesthetics and Visual Quality   
The area of visual influence for a project is determined by estimating the visibility of the proposed action 
to viewers from public places. Factors that help delineate the viewshed include the scale of the project, 
its proposed location, and the surrounding topography. The location of visual resources can be described 
in terms of foreground, middle ground, and background. For this project, the study area for aesthetics 
and visual quality includes Little Falls Parkway between Fairfax Road and the business park intersection 
approximately 450-feet south of Dorset Avenue. Because of the wooded nature of the surrounding area, 
and the curving roadway geometry, there are no long views into or out of the project area.  

Visual resources that may have particular sensitivity within the study area include the natural wooded 
areas surrounding the parkway, and the experience of traveling of the gently curving parkway where the 
route/destination is obscured by curves in the parkway and revealed as the traveling public rounds each 
bend in the road. This experience of traveling a route through nature where new vistas are alternately 
obscured and revealed by the roadway geometry is a significant aesthetic feature of scenic and 
recreational parkways and byways across the nation.  

No Build Alternative: 
In the “No Build” alternative, there would be no visual changes within the study area along the Parkway. 
The Parkway would remain a four-lane, median-divided roadway within a park setting, which existed 
before the 2017 operational changes. Therefore, this alternative is considered to have no impact on 
aesthetics and visual quality, as the setting and character of the Parkway would remain unchanged.  
 
Build Alternative: 
The “Build” alternative would be expected to have temporary minor adverse impacts on visual and 
aesthetic quality due to staging of materials, general construction activities, and the establishment 
period for newly converted green space in pavement removal areas. The current temporary visual 
“clutter” (flex posts, traffic cones, etc.) associated with the pilot project would be removed. No change 
would be made to the parkway alignment or the wooded areas surrounding the parkway.  
 
Following construction, the proposed “Build” alternative is expected to enhance the natural aesthetic of 
the corridor through the removal of some pavement and the relatively small addition of green 
landscaped areas. Opportunities for visual and aesthetic enjoyment of this beautiful stretch of parkway 
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will be extended to bicyclists and pedestrians, both crossing through the park on the CCT and traveling 
along the parkway, through the addition of dedicated buffered multi-use and bicycle lanes. Vehicular 
users traveling the corridor would be expected to have additional visual access to the surrounding 
environment without the second outside lane of traffic to block views. These impacts are considered 
minor, long-term, and beneficial. New lane markers, striping and associated signage would also be 
installed. These improvements could be considered minor, long term and adverse. However, this 
alternative may also be an improvement as compared to the current temporary pilot project, which 
includes flex posts and other temporary elements would no longer be utilized.

 
8.4 Water quality & Stormwater Management 
Ground Water:  
Montgomery County is not listed by the Maryland Geological Survey33 as having groundwater quality 
concerns for arsenic, radium, radon, or saltwater intrusion. However, the existing impervious Parkway 
surface does impact groundwater by runoff of oils and other pollutants.  In the winter months, the use of 
salt to clear snow and ice is also a threat to water quality34.  Thus, County agencies attempt to minimize 
the amount of salt used to treat roadways while still maintaining safe driving conditions. 

Surface Water/Stormwater:  
State resources on waterway classification and surface water quality were reviewed. The project is 
located within the drainage area for the Potomac River Montgomery County Watershed (MD 8-Digit 
code: 02140202)35. There are two upper perennial streams within the project area, Willett Branch and an 
unnamed tributary, which are designated for the following uses: Water Contact Recreation, Protection of 
Aquatic Life, and Public Water Supply (waterbody use class I-P)36,37.  These streams are classified as 
riverine habitat, are non-tidal and not listed as a Tier II high quality water38,39.   

Little Falls Parkway bridges Willett Branch approximately 600-feet north of the Dorset Avenue 
intersection. The unnamed tributary to Willett Branch passes through a culvert approximately 200 ft to 
the south of the intersection with Hillandale Road. Both streams flow to Little Falls Branch which drains 
to the Potomac River approximately 2.8 miles downstream from the project.   

The waters within the project area do not meet standards for multiple water quality parameters 
including chloride and sulfate and are under Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plans for 
Total Suspended Solids (TSS) (Potomac River - G1161 and Chesapeake Bay - G1050), Nitrogen and 
Phosphorus (Chesapeake Bay - G1050)40.  

No Build Alternative 
With the pre-2017 four-lane configuration, salt treatment and oil and other pollutant runoff would 
remain unchanged. As such, there would result no changes to local water quality and stormwater 

 
33 Groundwater quality (md.gov) 
34 Salt (Chloride) (md.gov) 
35 Maryland 8-Diget Watersheds: Statewide Watershed Map Resources 
36 Maryland's Designated Uses, Water Quality Standards 
37 Designated Use Classes for Maryland's Surface Waters (state.md.us) 
38 Maryland's Tier II High Quality Waters (2022) (state.md.us) 
39 HQWaters_Antidegradation (maryland.gov)  
40 Water Quality Assessments (IR) and TMDLs (state.md.us)  

http://www.mgs.md.gov/groundwater/water_quality.html
http://www.mgs.md.gov/groundwater/salt.html
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/TMDLWaterSheds/index.html
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/tmdl/waterqualitystandards/pages/wqs_designated_uses.aspx
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/DesigUse/index.html
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/TierIIWQ/index.html
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Pages/Antidegradation_Policy.aspx
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/IR-TMDL/index.html
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management. There would be no reduction in impervious surfaces along the corridor from the original 
4-lane (pre-2019) Parkway configuration.   Stormwater runoff would continue to be filtered through the 
reinforced grass shoulders along the Parkway.  

Build Alternative 
Reducing the parkway to two travel lanes would likely reduce the amount of salt used to treat roadways 
against snow and ice.  It is anticipated that the two remaining travel lanes will be managed consistently 
with the reduction in salt use as directed by Montgomery County. A reduction in the impervious surfaces 
(0.23 acres) treated by salt trucks would also reduce the amount of salt seeping into the groundwater. 
This is considered a negligible, long-term, beneficial impact. 

While improvements to Little Falls Parkway do include a minor amount of new pavement (0.94 acres, 
some of which is already temporarily paved), there will be a net reduction in the total amount of 
impervious surface along the corridor due to 1.17 acres of pavement removal which will be converted to 
greenspace. To reduce the potential of contributing to the existing water quality impairments, 
stormwater environmental site design facilities (ESD) will be incorporated to the maximum extent 
possible. Possible ESD practices include micro-bioretention facilities or drainage swales that filter runoff.  

The project will also comply with all Maryland and Montgomery County stormwater management permit 
requirements and regulations, which typically require a net reduction in impervious (asphalt) or 
treatment of runoff from impervious surfaces.  The two remaining travel lanes will be managed 
consistently with the reduction in salt use during the winter months to avoid contributing further to the 
chloride impairment. In addition, the project will be constructed with proper Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to manage erosion and sediment during construction work and prevent adverse impacts during 
the construction process. Overall, this would be considered a negligible to minor, long-term, beneficial 
impact.

 
8.5 Community Facilities  
Community facilities in the near vicinity of the proposed project include the Bethesda Pool, the Park and 
Ride lot for the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT), and the Little Falls Park ball fields. These facilities were 
selected based on their near proximity to the project area and are likely to be directly impacted by the 
proposed project. Impact assessment is based on information provided by on-site experts and other 
agencies, professional judgement, and park and engineering staff knowledge and insight. 

No Build Alternative: 
No changes to these facilities or to their access points along Little Falls Parkway would be expected since 
the pre-2017 configuration would remain and there would be no additional physical or operational 
changes made to the park. No impacts would be expected for these facilities under the “No Build” 
alternative. 

Build Alternative:  
Pedestrian trail crossing improvements would be made at the intersections of Little Falls Parkway with 
Arlington Road, Hillandale Road, and Dorset Avenue. The project would remove some pavement at the 
entrances to the park and ride lot and the Bethesda Pool. Some minor disruptions to pedestrian and 
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vehicular access would be expected during the construction process. Overall, the project would improve 
pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to these community facilities. 

The Bethesda Pool and CCT Park and Ride would likely experience minor temporary adverse impacts 
during the construction process with some additional noise and construction activities around the 
parking lot and pool entrances. Some minor disruptions to pedestrian access may be expected during 
construction. However, overall long-term improvements to pedestrian connectivity in this alternative 
would be considered a minor to moderate, long-term beneficial impact.
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8.6 Traffic Operations  
Despite population and job growth in the area surrounding Little Falls Parkway, traffic volumes on Little 
Falls Parkway and surrounding State roadways41  have been decreasing steadily since 200142. On Little 
Falls Parkway, daily traffic has decreased from 15,800 vehicles/day in 2016 to 10,300 vehicles/day in 
December 2022 (last traffic study conducted as part of the pilot program). 

Table 1: Traffic Count Comparison. Source:  Little Falls Pilot Project Traffic Studies & MDOT SHA Traffic Count Data 

On River Road (MD 190), between Little Falls Parkway and the Washington, DC boundary, traffic has 
decreased from 27,940 vehicles/day in 2001 to 22,610 vehicles/day in 2019 (the last year SHA published 
traffic counts) and on MD 355 Wisconsin Avenue near Bradley Boulevard, traffic decreased from 48,070 
vehicles/day in 2003 to 39,490 in 2018 (the last year SHA published traffic counts). There are many 
potential reasons for the long-term trend of declining traffic in the area, including multi-modal 
infrastructure improvements, increased public transit use, compact, mixed-use development patterns, 
increased teleworking or alternate work arrangements, as well as the regional dispersal of job and 
commercial centers away from the downtown core of the District of Columbia. Long term traffic data 
on the Parkway and adjacent state highways demonstrate that area wide growth has not translated to 
increased vehicle traffic in the Bethesda area. 

No Build Alternative 
Under the No Build Alternative, the parkway would operate as a four-lane configuration with no 
pedestrian/bicycle safety improvements or protected bike lanes between the CCT and Dorset Avenue. 
There would be no operational changes or physical changes. Levels of service and vehicular travel 
times would be expected to continue the pre-2017 travel patterns and volume trends as reflected in 
Table 1 above. The multiple lane crash threat would remain along the Parkway, which does not meet 
the project’s Purpose and Need. 

41 MDOT SHA I-TMS 
42 See also page 17, Traffic Data: memo (montgomeryplanningboard.org): 
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-
Report-March-2023-signed.pdf 

https://www.roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/index.aspx?PageId=838
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
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Vehicular traffic counts conducted in May 2017 along Little Falls Parkway show an average weekday daily 
traffic (ADT) of 6,030 vehicles/day northbound and 8,030 vehicles/day southbound, with peak traffic 
typically between 8:00 to 9:30 AM and 4:00 to 7:00 PM. Weekend traffic volumes are 20% to 25% lower 
than weekday daily traffic. Trail counts for the Capital Crescent Trail range from 2,000 to 5,000 users a 
day with peaks of over 400 users an hour43. 

Prior to implementation of the interim road diet and safety improvements in January 2017, all vehicular 
movements operated at Level of Service B or better (free or reasonably free flow of traffic), except for 
westbound turning movements at Hillandale Road which operate at Level of Service C (stable flow of 
traffic.)  Levels of service A – C can be indicative of conditions that result in higher vehicular speeds. 
Between 2017 and 2022, there has been a slight reduction in traffic volumes both on Little Falls Parkway 
and regionally.    

Build Alternative 
Acceptable levels of service along Little Falls Parkway are expected to persist into the future under the 
“Build” alternative, considering planned development conditions. Montgomery Parks has worked with 
Mongomery Planning transportation planners to forecast Year 2045 traffic growth for the area using 
Montgomery Planning’s trip-based four step, regional travel demand modes (Travel/4). This is a 
standard model used by all local counties and jurisdictions for growth modeling. The model 
conservatively assumes the following conditions and inputs:  

• An assumption that traffic will grow. While seemingly intuitive, this is not supported by traffic 
counts on the Parkway and area highways since the early 2000’s as volumes have steadily 
decreased. 

• Pre-pandemic observed 2015 traffic counts were used as a traffic baseline condition. 
• The model assumed full buildout estimated in approved planning documents including the 

Bethesda Master Plan and Westbard Sector Plan. It also incorporates general growth forecasts 
for the area as given in the year 2045 Round 9.2 Cooperative Forecast. This is an overall growth 
forecast developed among the District of Columbia and surrounding jurisdictions. 

Based on these conditions and inputs the subsequent Travel/4 model forecasted a 5% traffic growth 
factor on Little Falls Parkway, which is likely overstated given the historical decline in traffic volumes in 
the area. A 5% growth factor would result in a 2045 PM peak hour volume of 1,200 vph (vehicles per 
hour), and an average daily traffic of approximately 11,000 vpd (vehicles per day), well within the 
capacity of a two-lane suburban roadway, which can typically accommodate up to 20,000 vpd. The 
National Parks Service Park Road Standards also states that two-lane roads should be implemented for 
vehicle peak volumes of 1,500 vph, with a standard paved width of 22’. Given the adequate levels of 
service under a forecasted growth condition, as well as the downward trend in traffic volumes for Little 
Falls Parkway and surrounding major roads, the Parkway would be expected to maintain adequate levels 
of service for the foreseeable future. Some minor temporary impacts and inconveniences would be 
expected during the construction phase; however, this alternative is not expected to yield indirect or 
cumulative adverse impacts to traffic operations in the area or over time44. 

 
43 See Appendix C of Item 12 March 28, 2023 Planning Board meeting, re: Briefing on the Little Falls Parkway Pilot 
Project for additional traffic data. 
44 Cut-through traffic is addressed in Section 9 below.  

https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/item12_APPENDIX-C-COMBINED.pdf
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With the proposed safety improvements, the risk of serious injury and fatal crashes involving bicyclists 
and pedestrians would be expected to remain at levels seen during the pilot project, greatly reduced  
from pre-2017 levels (See Sections 8.7 and 8.8 below). The “Build” alternative would be expected to 
yield a negligible outcome with regard to vehicular levels of service along Little Falls Parkway. 

Travel time runs were conducted in January 2023 along Little Falls Parkway, by vehicle, during morning 
and evening peak commuting hours, when traffic along the roadway is the heaviest. Five runs were 
conducted during each timeframe in both the southbound and northbound directions from River Road 
(MD 190) to Fairfax Road, a distance of 5,100 feet (~1 mile). This route traversed three traffic signals and 
the midblock crossing of the CCT.  The average travel times were converted to an average travel speed 
using the overall distance traveled of 5,100 feet. This allows for a comparison to a typical signalized 
arterial roadway with a base free flow speed of 25 mph (the speed limit of the Parkway), and an 
estimation of the Parkway’s level of service (LOS), based on criteria given in the Transportation Research 
Board’s Highway Capacity Manual. The level of service describes traffic flow on a scale of “A” to “F”. In 
urban areas, a LOS of “A” typically only occurs during off-peak hours. 

 

 

The peak hour travel times, which represent the highest traffic volumes throughout the day, have levels 
of service of B (reasonable and stable free flow) and C (slightly restricted but stable) during all peak 
periods and travel directions. The travel times encompass time spent at the signalized intersections as 
well as yielding to trail traffic at the CCT crossing. 

With the proposed safety improvements, the risk of serious injury and fatal crashes involving bicyclists 
and pedestrians would be reduced compared to the no build alternative, and greatly reduced from pre-
2017 levels (See Sections 8.7 and 8.8 below), as demonstrated by the pilot project. The “Build” 
alternative would be expected to yield negligible to minor adverse impacts with regard to vehicular 
levels of service along Little Falls Parkway, with minor to moderate, long-term, beneficial impacts for 
bicycle and pedestrian operations. 

Impacts during construction are expected to be minor, short-term, and adverse. Construction duration is 
expected to be approximately six to eight weeks and will be coordinated with other appropriate agencies 
such as Montgomery County Department of Transportation, the Maryland State Highway Administration, 
Montgomery County Fire Rescue Service, Park Police, and County Police. A maintenance of traffic plan 
will be required to further minimize any construction impacts and ensure safety of drivers and park users 
during work. 
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8.7 Park User Experience  
Potential impacts to visitor use and experience were assessed by considering the impacts of the existing 
conditions and the project alternatives on the experience of those who use the park recreationally, and 
who travel along Little Falls Parkway. Thus, visitor experience was considered from different perspectives 
that include driving, walking/running/bicycling (both crossing through the park on the CCT and traveling 
along the Parkway) and accessing the associated ball fields and the Bethesda Pool.  
 
No Build Alternative: 
The pre-pilot four lane configuration of the parkway would remain in place. The multiple lane threat 
crash risk would remain for CCT users at the trail crossing and bicyclists, walkers, and runners would 
travel along the Parkway using the unprotected general travel lanes. No new improvements for walking, 
running, or bicycling would be provided along the parkway. Pedestrian and bicycle connectivity would 
not be improved and opportunities for vulnerable roadway users to safely enjoy the parkway itself would 
not occur. The user experience for Parkway drivers would remain the same with the ability to pass 
slower-moving vehicles (with two lanes in each direction) and vehicles waiting to turn onto Arlington 
Road, with slightly faster travel times along the Parkway (See Section 8.6).  Pool and ball field users 
would not be expected to experience any changes as access to these facilities would remain the same. 
 
The historical four-lane condition along the project corridor would remain, likely leading to an overall 
increase in average vehicle speeds as compared to the pilot project. These speeds, along with the lack of 
pedestrian or bicycle infrastructure, make walking or bicycling along Little Falls Parkway an unpleasant 
and unsafe experience. Pedestrian and bicycle connectivity would not be improved and opportunities for 
vulnerable roadway users to safely enjoy the parkway itself would remain limited. This alternative would 
not meet the project purpose and need, which is based on the County’s Vision Zero goal. 

 
Build Alternative:  
The “Build” alternative would add buffered multi-use path and bike lanes to the parkway; improve the 
CCT crossing area; and calm traffic speeds. This would be expected to improve the user experience and 
safety for pedestrians and cyclists through physical and visual changes to the area. As such, 
pedestrian/bicycle connectivity would improve along and across the parkway with meaningful 
opportunities created for vulnerable roadway users to safely enjoy the park and parkway. Currently, 
pedestrian/bicycle travel along the Parkway is relatively non-existent and the project would transform 
the Parkway into more of a multi-modal roadway. This would be considered a moderate to major, long-
term, beneficial impact to the recreational user experience.  
 
Drive times and levels of service would be expected to remain at acceptable levels as defined by the 
County’s Local Area Transportation Review process (See Section 8.6). The County assessment 
demonstrated that the modified Parkway would be able to accommodate projected future area 
development and population changes. Adverse effects on vehicular user experience are not expected as 
a result of the “Build” alternative.  The addition of minor safety elements such as armadillos and other 
barriers to separate traffic lanes and bicycle/pedestrian areas would have a minor, long-term adverse 
visual impact and negligible to minor adverse, long-term impacts to travel times along the Parkway.  
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Park users, including people traveling to the pool and ball field, would likely experience minor temporary 
adverse impacts during the construction process with some additional noise and construction activities 
around the parking lot and pool entrances. However, access to the Bethesda Pool and the ball fields 
would remain throughout construction. Following construction, the “Build” alternative would not be 
expected to impact these groups except in the process of reaching their destinations. Construction 
duration is expected to be six to eight weeks and will be coordinated with other appropriate agencies 
such as Montgomery County Department of Transportation, the Maryland State Highway Administration, 
Montgomery County Fire Rescue Service, Park Police, and County Police. A maintenance of traffic plan 
will be required to further minimize any construction impacts and ensure safety of drivers and park users 
during work. Overall impacts during construction are expected to be minor, short-term, and adverse.

8.8 Public Health & Safety  
Improving public health and safety is the main impetus for the project and this is articulated through the 
project’s purpose and needs statement. MPD staff evaluated the “No Build” and “Build” alternatives 
based on relevant technical studies and pertinent literature and tracking the performance of the 
temporary pilot project changes. Consultation with the Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service 
(FRS) has also occurred throughout the overall project planning process. Safety is considered both 
regarding vulnerable roadway users such as pedestrians and bicyclists, motorized vehicle users, and 
overall community health and safety which may rely on emergency vehicles traveling along the parkway.  

Little Falls Parkway is heavily used by bicyclists and pedestrians. During the Open Parkways Program 
Little Falls Parkway saw an average of 544 users per day45. Bicyclists and pedestrians are considered 
vulnerable roadway users as they are more likely to sustain serious injury or death in the event of a crash 
involving a motorized vehicle. Chances of fatal injury increases dramatically if the motorized vehicle is 
traveling at speeds over 30 mph46. Due to its proximity to the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT), River Road 
(MD 190), downtown Bethesda, as well as several local parks and the Bethesda Outdoor Pool, Little Falls 
Parkway sees a significant amount of pedestrian and bicycle use.  The proposed project area runs 
roughly adjacent to the CCT, a shared use trail that runs from Georgetown, DC, to Silver Spring MD. The 
CCT crosses the parkway between Hillandale Road and Arlington Road. The CCT is an extremely well-
traveled trail with over 5,000 users each day. 

The parkway is also an important route for vehicular traffic and is used for daily commutes, trips to local 
businesses and institutions, and for visitors to the Bethesda Pool and the Little Falls Park. As a connecting 
route between neighborhoods, this route is also potentially important for emergency vehicle access. For 
a detailed analysis of traffic operations, please see Section 8.6.  

No Build Alternative 
Little Falls Parkway would remain four lanes for general vehicular traffic use at the CCT crossing, with no 
additional pedestrian/bicycle safety measures installed, nor protected bike lanes along the Parkway. 
Traffic volumes and travel speeds/patterns would remain as before 2017, and the multiple-lane crash 
threat would still exist at the CCT crossing. In 2016, before the interim road-diet measures at the CCT, 
there were six crashes including one bicyclist fatality. Speed studies conducted in 2023 indicated 

 
45 See page 6: memo (montgomeryplanningboard.org): https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf 
46 Safe Systems - Institute of Transportation Engineers (ite.org) 

https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf
https://www.ite.org/technical-resources/topics/safe-systems/
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significantly higher vehicle speeds on the four-lane section of LFP between Dorset and River Road 
compared with the two-lane section at the CCT crossing, with some vehicles traveling in excess of 60 
mph. Emergency vehicle access along the parkway would remain unchanged and response times would 
remain stable and consistent with the pre-2017 traffic levels of service. This alternative would not meet 
the project’s Purpose and Need.  

Based upon changes in recorded crashes along Arlington Road and Hillandale Avenue between the pre-
2017 four lane configuration and subsequent two-lane road diet configuration, four lanes allow for 
higher vehicle speeds and thus we would expect the numbers of crashes involving only vehicles to rise a 
moderate amount over time. Emergency vehicle access along the parkway would be expected to remain 
unchanged. Emergency response times would be expected to remain stable and consistent with the 
current level of service. Therefore, there would be no impact to emergency response times.  

 

Build Alternative 
In the “Build” alternative, one lane of traffic in each direction would exist, separated by the existing 
median, with additional pedestrian/bicycle safety measures and protected bike lanes along the Parkway. 
The multiple-lane crash threat would be eliminated, which directly supports the project’s purpose and 
need. Traffic calming measures would be expected to moderate vehicular speeds, improving safety 
outcomes for vulnerable roadway users in the event of a crash. Without the proposed traffic calming 
features, vehicular speeds would be expected to exceed the 25-mph speed limit, thereby increasing the 
risk of vulnerable user fatalities in the event of a crash.  

The phased Pilot Program has resulted in substantial crash reductions along the parkway and at the CCT 
crossing. Since the raised crosswalk was installed in 2020, no crashes have been reported at the CCT 
crossing, as compared to six crashes in 2016 alone47. Safety improvements have also extended to 
vehicular users. M-NCPPC measured a significant reduction in overall crashes between motorized 
vehicles along the two-lane segment of Little Falls Parkway during the Pilot Program. Following 
installation of the current interim road diet measures, the number of overall crashes has declined from 
twelve to five crashes. In addition, the number of pedestrian/bike crashes has declined from six in 2016 
(with one fatality) to zero from 2020 through 2023, with no fatalities. 

 
47 Parks memo2.pdf (granicus.com): 
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&clip_id=17120&meta_id=170266 

https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&clip_id=17120&meta_id=170266
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&clip_id=17120&meta_id=170266
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Figure 11: Crashes at the Capital Crescent Trail Crossing. 

 

 

Figure 12: Crashes between Arlington Road and Hillandale Road.  

The buffered bike lane would considerably improve safety for bicycle users between the CCT and Dorset 
Avenue. The protected shared use path to be implemented between Arlington Road and Hillandale Road 
is expected to improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists accessing the CCT, Bethesda Swimming Pool, 
Little Falls Trail, and surrounding residential communities. In this alternative, the current levels of 
pedestrian/bike crashes within the proposed project corridor would be expected to decrease when 
compared to the “No Build” alternative. As shown in the table above (Figure 8), the number of CCT 
crashes has decreased from six to zero (which represents a 100% decrease), and this trend would be 
expected to continue under the build condition. This is considered a moderate, long-term, beneficial 
impact.  

During the pilot program, there was a negligible reduction in crashes involving only vehicles. This 
reduction would be expected to remain steady in the “Build” alternative, resulting in a negligible, long-
term, beneficial impact.  
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Traffic calming measures implemented during the Pilot program have also been successful in mitigating 
excessive speeding along the corridor, further reducing the risk of serious injury or fatality. A speed 
study, measuring vehicular spot travel speeds, was conducted before the end of the school year in June 
2023 along the two-lane segment between Hillandale Road and Dorset Avenue, and the four-lane 
segment south of Dorset Avenue to MD 190. Average speeds were compared to previously measured 
average speeds along the two-lane segment between Arlington Road and Hillandale Avenue. 

• Average speeds between Arlington and Hillandale (two-lane, with raised crosswalk for Capital 
Crescent Trail crossing): 18 mph, 1% of traffic exceeding 30 mph. 

•  Average speeds between Hillandale and Dorset (two-lane): 33 mph, 5% of traffic exceeding 40 
mph. 

• Average speeds between Dorset and MD 190 (four-lane): 36 mph, 23% of traffic exceeding 40 
mph, multiple drivers exceeding 65 mph. 

The single lane road configuration with additional traffic calming has resulted in slower vehicle speeds, 
fewer vehicle crashes, and substantially reduced conflicts with trail users, compared to a four-lane road. 
Overall compliance with posted speeds in the proposed project corridor is considered a moderate, long-
term, beneficial impact.  

Montgomery County Public School bus operations and emergency vehicle access and operations would 
be expected to remain unchanged or exhibit minor improvements. No change in bus operations has 
been noted by Montgomery County Public Schools under the interim pilot programs. No change in 
emergency response times has been noted by Montgomery County Fire Rescue under the Pilot 
programs. Coordination has been ongoing with Montgomery County Fire Rescue (DFRS) regarding 
potential impacts of the proposed two-lane configuration on their operations and response times. DFRS 
staff had no concerns about emergency response times with the proposed “Build” alternative. Unused 
pavement on the east side of the parkway would remain in place separated from the travel lane by a 
low-profile lane separator which would allow emergency vehicles to use the lane in case of emergency. 
This would be expected to produce negligible reductions in the amount of time emergency vehicles 
would need to navigate traffic along the corridor. The “Build Alternative” meets emergency access and 
operational requirements per National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1 and Montgomery County 
Fire Code. Overall emergency response times are expected to remain the same or show negligible 
improvements. This is considered negligible to minor long-term beneficial impact.  

Overall impacts during construction are expected to be minor, short-term and adverse. Construction 
duration is expected to be six to eight weeks and will be coordinated with other appropriate agencies 
such as Montgomery County Department of Transportation, the Maryland State Highway Administration, 
Montgomery County Fire Rescue Service, Park Police, and County Police. A maintenance of traffic plan 
will be required to further minimize any construction impacts and ensure safety of drivers and park users 
during work. 
 
Overall, the “Build” alternative is expected to have a moderate, long-term, beneficial impact with 
respect to public health and safety.  While emergency response time benefits are likely to be negligible 
to minor, the more noticeable benefits to pedestrians and bicyclists would result in greater (moderate) 
benefits to public safety within the park. 
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9. Indirect and Cumulative Effects  
The CEQ regulations, which implement NEPA, require the evaluation of cumulative effects in the 
decision-making process as, “an impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact 
of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless 
of what agency (federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such actions. Cumulative effects can result 
from individually minor, but collectively moderate or major actions taking place over a period of time” 
(40 CFR 1508.7).  

If a project does not result in a significant direct impact nor significant indirect impact, then the project 
would not contribute to the cumulative impacts. Cumulative impacts were considered for all alternatives 
and no adverse indirect or cumulative impacts would be anticipated as a result of the proposed project 
action. This analysis considers two items here in detail due to their potential to generate indirect and/or 
cumulative impacts.  

9.1 Impacts to Surrounding Communities:  
During the Covid-19 pandemic, plans for the road diet were temporarily put on hold when the Open 
Parkways Program was implemented to help meet the need for safe, socially-distanced outdoor 
recreational activities. As part of the program, from April to November 2020, the parkway was 
completely closed to vehicular traffic on weekends. This program was extremely popular with an average 
of 3,000 bicycle and pedestrian users on the parkway each weekend. This program was continued in the 
summer of 2021. However, these closures resulted in significant cut-through traffic on adjacent 
neighborhood roads.  

In June 2022, Phase 1 of the road diet was implemented, reopening two lanes of Little Falls Parkway to 
vehicular traffic throughout the week. Traffic studies were conducted in July 2022, September 2022, and 
December 2022 and all showed a substantial decrease in weekend traffic volumes on neighborhood 
roads through the Kenwood community48. No baseline traffic counts in neighboring communities were 
conducted in 2020 prior to the implementation of the Open Parkways Program. This means there is no 
directly comparable baseline data to against which to evaluate the 2022 traffic counts. However, traffic 
counts in neighboring communities after the Phase 1 implementation are in line with what would 
reasonably be expected for local traffic given the size and density of the community.  

Additionally, there has been no significant difference in traffic volumes on Little Falls Parkway or other 
adjacent roadways49. The Parkway has been processing similar vehicle volumes in a two-lane section as 
the previous four-lane section. For additional information on MPD’s assessment, please consult the 
March 2023 Montgomery County Planning Board Report: memo (montgomeryplanningboard.org): 
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-
Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf 

Based on these analyses, no adverse indirect or cumulative impacts to surrounding communities are 
expected with the implementation of the “Build” alternative.  

 
48 Traffic count data is available at: 2022 Little Falls Parkway Traffic Counts (montgomeryparks.org) 
49 Traffic count data is available at: 2022 Little Falls Parkway Traffic Counts (montgomeryparks.org) 

https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf
https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Little_Falls_Traffic_Counts_Andy_Remediated.pdf
https://montgomeryparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Little_Falls_Traffic_Counts_Andy_Remediated.pdf
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9.2 Travel Time & Level of Service:  
Adequate levels of service along Little Falls Parkway are expected to persist under the “Build” 
alternative, even under planned development conditions. Parks has worked with Mongomery Planning 
transportation planners to forecast Year 2045 traffic growth for the area using Montgomery Planning’s 
trip-based four step, regional travel demand modes (Travel/4). This is a standard model used by all local 
counties and jurisdictions for growth modeling. Assumptions used in this model are outlined in Section 
8.8: Traffic Operations. Based on these conditions and inputs the subsequent Travel/4 model forecasted 
a 5% traffic growth factor on Little Falls Parkway, which is likely overstated given the historical decline in 
traffic volumes in the area. A 5% growth factor would result in a 2045 PM peak hour volume of 1,200 
vph (vehicles per hour), and an average daily traffic of approximately 11,000 vehicles per day, well 
within the capacity of a two-lane suburban roadway, which can typically accommodate up to 20,000 
vehicles per day. The National Parks Service Park Road Standards also states that two-lane roads should 
be implemented for vehicle peak volumes of 1,500 vehicles per day, with a standard paved width of 22-
0’.  

The “Build” alternative maintains an above-standard level of service in the forecasted 2045 growth 
scenario. Given the adequate roadway capacity under the forecasted growth condition, as well as the 
downward trend in traffic volumes for Little Falls Parkway and surrounding major roads, the “Build” 
alternative is not expected to generate adverse cumulative or indirect impacts to travel times or levels 
of service in a community growth scenario50.  

For additional information on MPD’s assessment please see: Impact of Future Growth on Little Falls 
Parkway (page 11) memo (montgomeryplanningboard.org): https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-
27-2023.pdf 

 
 

 
50 See page 11: Impact of Future Growth on Little Falls Parkway. memo (montgomeryplanningboard.org): 
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-
PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf  

https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf
https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/MCPB-Agenda-Item-13-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Supplemental-Report-April-27-2023.pdf
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10. Public Outreach and Involvement  
 

Since implementation of the interim road diet at the CCT crossing in early 2017, and through the 
Planning Board and County Council review and approvals throughout 2023 and 2024, there have been 
numerous opportunities for public comment. Public comment opportunities included meetings with 
residents and community organizations, written feedback periods, testimony before the Planning Board 
and County Council, and others. A summary of public outreach and involvement is presented below; a 
detailed project timeline is available in previous Section 3.5. 

• June 2018: Community meeting at Somerset Elementary School where Parks presented concept 
site plans as part of the facility planning process for safety improvements at the CCT crossing of 
Little Falls Parkway. Approximately 60 people attended. In-person community feedback was 
received at the meeting with written feedback accepted afterwards. 

• October 2018: Joint MC DOT and Parks community meeting at Bethesda Chevy Chase High 
School where Parks presented the top concept alternatives. Additional information on other 
area trail and safety improvements were presented by MC DOT. Approximately 100 people 
attended. In-person community feedback was received at the meeting with written feedback 
accepted afterwards. 

• November 2018 (through February 2019): Open Town Hall forum operated by Montgomery 
Parks to obtain community feedback on concept alternatives. Over 300 individual positions were 
received. 

• November 2018: Parks meeting with the Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Traffic Safety Advisory 
Committee (PBTSAC), a group of citizens, elected officials and government representatives 
focused on pedestrian and bicycle safety issues in Montgomery County. Community feedback 
was received at the meeting with written feedback accepted afterwards. 

• February 2019: Parks meeting with several Bethesda area homeowner associations including the 
Town of Somerset, the Citizens Coordinating Committee on Friendship Heights (CCCFH), 
Kenwood Citizens Association, Kenwood House, Hillandale Town Houses, and others. Community 
feedback was received at the meeting with written feedback accepted afterwards. 

• March 2019: Parks meeting with the Coalition for the Capital Crescent Trail (CCCT), a non-profit 
volunteer group that helped develop the trail and provides continued advocacy for 
improvements and trail upgrades. Community feedback was received at the meeting with 
written feedback accepted afterwards. 

• June 2019: Montgomery County Planning Board review and action of Parks facility plan 
recommendation of a permanent two-lane Little Falls Parkway configuration at the Capital 
Crescent Trail crossing. The Planning Board solicited written feedback for several weeks before 
the session. During the session, numerous residents and community representatives testified 
before the Board. 

• February 2023: Parks virtual community meeting to present results of the pilot project traffic 
studies with recommendation of permanent two-lane configuration of Little Falls Parkway to 
allow for vehicular flow as well as “Open Parkway” recreational usage. Approximately 180 
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people attended. Community feedback was received at the meeting with written feedback 
accepted afterwards. 

• March 2023: Montgomery County Planning Board work session where Parks presented an 
informational briefing on the recommended permanent two-lane configuration and the Planning 
Board received public testimony. Over 40 people testified in person or virtually before the 
Planning Board. The Planning Board also opened a public comment period for written feedback 
in advance of the April 2023 session. 

• April 2023: Planning Board work session, during which they voted to approve a permanent two-
lane configuration of Little Falls Parkway.  

• November 2023: Parks work session and presentation to the Montgomery County Council’s 
Planning, Housing, and Parks (PHP) Committee. The PHP committee reviewed the Planning 
Board approved plans and provided feedback. The committee did not solicit public testimony at 
this work session. 

• January 2024: In early January Parks and the County Council published a revised configuration 
for public review, incorporating revisions recommended by the PHP committee. The County 
Council opened a public comment period in advance of the January 23, 2024, work session and 
received over 1,000 pieces of correspondence. At the work session the Council voted 
unanimously to approve the revised site plan. 

For additional detailed documentation on these meetings, Planning Board hearings, and County Council 
meetings, please refer to the MPD Little Falls Parkway project page at 
https://montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/little-falls-pilotproject/. 

 

On February 29, 2024, NCPC began its public scoping process for the project, with a virtual informational 
meeting held for the public (hosted by NCPC) on March 12, 2024, at 7:00 PM.  Approximately 70 people 
attended the scoping meeting with many community members asking questions through an on-line chat 
function.  Per NCPC’s protocols, public comments were officially received through NCPC’s web page for 
the project (www.ncpc.gov/projects/MP046/) or by mail at NCPC’s office.  The scoping period concluded 
on March 29, 2024, with a total of 117 comments (many were multiple pages in length) received from 
the public. As part of the scoping process, NCPC staff also fielded phone calls, responded to e-mails, and 
attended a site visit with community members.  

A listing of all public comments received during the scoping period is included in Appendix E. 

 

 

  

 

 

https://montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/little-falls-pilotproject/
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11. Consultation and Coordination  
 

• Appendix C: Maryland Historical Trust/Section 106 
• Appendix D: Department of Natural Resources  
• Appendix D: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Montgomery County Council (Links to coordination materials included throughout) 
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12. Sources:  
 

AASHTO Journal 
2022, January 21. Maryland Reducing Road Salt’s Environmental Impact. Maryland Reducing Road 
Salt’s Environmental Impact – AASHTO Journal 

EPA  
Maryland Nonattainment/Maintenance Status for Each County by Year for All Criteria Pollutants 
https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/anayo_md.html  

FWS  
National Wetland Inventory Mapping https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-
mapper/  

Google  

• Maps  
• Streetview – image date November 2021 
• Google Earth Pro 

Maryland Geological Survey 
Groundwater http://www.mgs.md.gov/groundwater/index.html  

 

Maryland Department of the Environment 

Historical Air Quality Data 
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/AirQualityMonitoring/Pages/HistoricalData.aspx  

Statewide Watershed Map Resources 
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/TMDLWaterSheds/index.html  

Water Quality Assessments (IR) and TMDLs https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/IR-
TMDL/index.html  

TMDLs and Water Quality Plans for the Potomac River Montgomery County 
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/TMDL/Pages/Potomac-River-Montgomery-County.aspx  

Chesapeake Cleanup Center 
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/TMDLImplementation/Pages/cb_tmdl.aspx  

Designated Use Classes for Maryland's Surface Waters 
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/DesigUse/index.html  

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/tmdl/waterqualitystandards/pages/wqs_designated_us
es.aspx  

https://aashtojournal.org/2022/01/21/maryland-works-to-reduce-road-salts-environmental-impact/#:%7E:text=The%20agency%20noted%20that%20Maryland%20DOT%E2%80%99s%20State%20Highway,%E2%80%93%20before%2C%20during%2C%20and%20after%20winter%20weather%20events.
https://aashtojournal.org/2022/01/21/maryland-works-to-reduce-road-salts-environmental-impact/#:%7E:text=The%20agency%20noted%20that%20Maryland%20DOT%E2%80%99s%20State%20Highway,%E2%80%93%20before%2C%20during%2C%20and%20after%20winter%20weather%20events.
https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/anayo_md.html
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/
https://fwsprimary.wim.usgs.gov/wetlands/apps/wetlands-mapper/
http://www.mgs.md.gov/groundwater/index.html
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/AirQualityMonitoring/Pages/HistoricalData.aspx
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/TMDLWaterSheds/index.html
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/IR-TMDL/index.html
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/IR-TMDL/index.html
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/TMDL/Pages/Potomac-River-Montgomery-County.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/TMDLImplementation/Pages/cb_tmdl.aspx
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/DesigUse/index.html
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/tmdl/waterqualitystandards/pages/wqs_designated_uses.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/tmdl/waterqualitystandards/pages/wqs_designated_uses.aspx
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Maryland's Tier II High Quality Waters (2022) 
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/TierIIWQ/index.html  

Winter Salts 
https://maryland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=b3c8425c387348659273eb889
b007edb  

Stormwater Print https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/SSDS/SWP/index.html  

Maryland Department of Transportation 

 Seasonal Salt Usage Reduction Techniques Fact Sheet Salt_Reduction.pdf (maryland.gov) 

 

Montgomery County Parks 

• 2019 Planning Board Facility Plan report: https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/05/Capital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf 

• March 2023 Planning Board report: https://montgomeryplanningboard.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/MCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-
signed.pdf 

• November 2023 Council PHP Committee report: 
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&event_id=1596
4&meta_id=167927 

• January 2024 Council report: 
https://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=169&clip_id=17120
&meta_id=170266 

 

  

https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/TierIIWQ/index.html
https://maryland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=b3c8425c387348659273eb889b007edb
https://maryland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=b3c8425c387348659273eb889b007edb
https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/SSDS/SWP/index.html
https://www.roads.maryland.gov/OC/Salt_Reduction.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomeryplanningboard.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F05%2FCapital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514407616%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=39M4%2F9LriGPd5%2FSqgW3TrWN5llecTL3%2FfjRyhwgTqyg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomeryplanningboard.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F05%2FCapital-Crescent-Trail-Little-Falls-Parkway-Facility-Plan-Report.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514407616%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=39M4%2F9LriGPd5%2FSqgW3TrWN5llecTL3%2FfjRyhwgTqyg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomeryplanningboard.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F03%2FMCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514418949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xynZFrMVQd3HET7rJRLQVdt6TFDtgOxb8%2FYBV4HcSo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomeryplanningboard.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F03%2FMCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514418949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xynZFrMVQd3HET7rJRLQVdt6TFDtgOxb8%2FYBV4HcSo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomeryplanningboard.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F03%2FMCPB-Agenda-Little-Falls-Parkway-PB-Report-March-2023-signed.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514418949%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xynZFrMVQd3HET7rJRLQVdt6TFDtgOxb8%2FYBV4HcSo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomerycountymd.granicus.com%2FMetaViewer.php%3Fview_id%3D169%26event_id%3D15964%26meta_id%3D167927&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514425844%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ibomvPLxDM9SmEeS%2BBP8uCm9oroHi8%2Bnoa0OQbyn3IY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomerycountymd.granicus.com%2FMetaViewer.php%3Fview_id%3D169%26event_id%3D15964%26meta_id%3D167927&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514425844%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ibomvPLxDM9SmEeS%2BBP8uCm9oroHi8%2Bnoa0OQbyn3IY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomerycountymd.granicus.com%2FMetaViewer.php%3Fview_id%3D169%26clip_id%3D17120%26meta_id%3D170266&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514432593%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NZxvCxLEE7jrQMI0%2Fn5g8QzBj05efba9w9vlZ8M2A7w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmontgomerycountymd.granicus.com%2FMetaViewer.php%3Fview_id%3D169%26clip_id%3D17120%26meta_id%3D170266&data=05%7C02%7CEmmy.Kriehn%40meadhunt.com%7C7941d74edc384d5cfe1008dc75e53410%7Cb467145be9b54d22a13d8331f319ce09%7C0%7C0%7C638514874514432593%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NZxvCxLEE7jrQMI0%2Fn5g8QzBj05efba9w9vlZ8M2A7w%3D&reserved=0
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Appendix A:  

Location Map 

  



Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, Esri, NASA,
NGA, USGS, FEMA, Esri Community

6/5/2024

Little Falls Parkway
Vision Zero Safety Improvements
Arlington Road to Dorset Avenue
Montgomery County, Maryland

Project Location

Project VicinityMontgomery County, Maryland
¯

¯0 0.13 0.25 0.38 0.50.06
Miles
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Appendix B:  

Proposed Plans & Typical Sections 
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EXISTING TYPICAL SECTION: LFP FROM ARLINGTON RD. TO HILLANDALE RD. 
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Appendix C:  

Section 106 

  



From: Maryland Historical Trust <donotreply@maryland.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 29, 2024 12:53 PM
To: Webb, Lee <lee.webb@ncpc.gov>
Subject: MHT e106 project review – MHT Completed Comments

Date: April 29, 2024

To: Lee Webb

National Capital Planning Commission

Project
Name:

Little Falls Parkway Reconfiguration and Lane Reduction between Arlington
Road and Dorset Avenue, Bethesda

County: Montgomery County

Agency: National Capital Planning Commission

Second
Agency:

-- Not noted --

MHT Log #: 202401741

MHT Response: Thank you for providing the Maryland Historical Trust the opportunity to
comment on the above-referenced undertaking using the MHT e106 system. The Maryland
Historical Trust has reviewed the submitted project for its effects on historic and archeological
resources, pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and/or the
Maryland Historical Trust Act of 1985. We offer the following comments and/or concurrence with
the agency’s findings:

The undertaking will have no adverse effect on historic properties. Additional consultation
with our office may be required if there are any significant changes in project scope or
location.

Thank you for your cooperation in this review process. Since the MHT response is now complete,
this response will appear in the Completed section of your project dashboard. No hard copy of this
response or attachments will be sent. If you have questions, please contact the following MHT
project reviewers:

Tim Tamburrino tim.tamburrino@maryland.gov

mailto:donotreply@maryland.gov
mailto:lee.webb@ncpc.gov
mailto:'tim.tamburrino@maryland.gov'


Beth Cole beth.cole@maryland.gov

Maryland Historical Trust
Project Review and Compliance
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032
mht.section106@maryland.gov

MHT.Maryland.gov
Planning.Maryland.gov

mailto:'beth.cole@maryland.gov'
mailto://mht.section106@maryland.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmht.maryland.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmatthew.flis%40ncpc.gov%7C272bb1f9664142978d2708dc8181f01d%7Cedff5ddd1a0641e19f8c3ef5763b3577%7C0%7C0%7C638527642309137544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YOGCRwwTUoa%2BRL3U1jcmNuPq2M3DxTJuDGbdH0hcX1c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplanning.maryland.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmatthew.flis%40ncpc.gov%7C272bb1f9664142978d2708dc8181f01d%7Cedff5ddd1a0641e19f8c3ef5763b3577%7C0%7C0%7C638527642309150341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QATMWSTfa8NBu%2BHazrtj4oi047%2B2w%2BFIb3d7y0EYyVY%3D&reserved=0
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Appendix D:  

USFWS & DNR Correspondence  

  



 
 

Tawes State Office Building – 580 Taylor Avenue – Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
410-260-8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877-620-8DNR – dnr.maryland.gov – TTY Users Call via the Maryland Relay 

 
 

 
May 13, 2024 
 
Ms. Marissa Brown 
Blackwater Environmental Group 
Executive Plaza 2, Suite 600 
11350 McCormick Road 
Hunt Valley, MD 21031 
 
RE: Environmental Review for Little Falls Parkway M-NCPPC Improvements for Capital Crescent 

Trail Users, Montgomery County, Maryland. 
 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
The Wildlife and Heritage Service has no official records for State or Federal listed, candidate, proposed, or rare 
plant or animal species within the project area shown on the map provided. As a result, we have no specific 
concerns regarding potential impacts to such species or recommendations for protection measures at this time. If 
the project changes in the future such that the limits of proposed disturbance or overall site boundaries are 
modified, please provide us with revised project maps and we will provide you with an updated evaluation. 
 
Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project.  If you should have any further questions 
regarding this information, please contact me at lori.byrne@maryland.gov or at (410) 260-857 
 
                                                       Sincerely, 
 

 
 

      Lori A. Byrne, 
      Environmental Review Coordinator 
      Wildlife and Heritage Service 
      MD Dept. of Natural Resources 
 
ER# 2024.0598.mo 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lori.byrne@maryland.gov
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Chesapeake Bay Ecological Services Field Office
177 Admiral Cochrane Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401-7307

Phone: (410) 573-4599 Fax: (410) 266-9127

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2024-0072176 
Project Name: Little Falls Parkway Road Diet 
 
Federal Nexus: no  
Federal Action Agency (if applicable):  
 
Subject: Record of project representative’s no effect determination for 'Little Falls Parkway 

Road Diet'
 
Dear Marissa Brown:

This letter records your determination using the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) system provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on April 03, 2024, for 
'Little Falls Parkway Road Diet' (here forward, Project). This project has been assigned Project 
Code 2024-0072176 and all future correspondence should clearly reference this number. Please 
carefully review this letter.

Ensuring Accurate Determinations When Using IPaC

The Service developed the IPaC system and associated species’ determination keys in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) and based on a standing analysis. All information submitted by the Project proponent into 
IPaC must accurately represent the full scope and details of the Project.

Failure to accurately represent or implement the Project as detailed in IPaC or the Northern 
Long-eared Bat Rangewide Determination Key (Dkey), invalidates this letter. Answers to certain 
questions in the DKey commit the project proponent to implementation of conservation 
measures that must be followed for the ESA determination to remain valid.

Determination for the Northern Long-Eared Bat

Based upon your IPaC submission and a standing analysis, your project has reached the 
determination of “No Effect” on the northern long-eared bat. To make a no effect determination, 
the full scope of the proposed project implementation (action) should not have any effects (either 
positive or negative), to a federally listed species or designated critical habitat. Effects of the 
action are all consequences to listed species or critical habitat that are caused by the proposed 
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action, including the consequences of other activities that are caused by the proposed action. A 
consequence is caused by the proposed action if it would not occur but for the proposed action 
and it is reasonably certain to occur. Effects of the action may occur later in time and may 
include consequences occurring outside the immediate area involved in the action. (See §  
402.17).

Under Section 7 of the ESA, if a federal action agency makes a no effect determination, no 
consultation with the Service is required (ESA §7). If a proposed Federal action may affect a 
listed species or designated critical habitat, formal consultation is required except when the 
Service concurs, in writing, that a proposed action "is not likely to adversely affect" listed species 
or designated critical habitat [50 CFR §402.02, 50 CFR§402.13].

Other Species and Critical Habitat that May be Present in the Action Area

The IPaC-assisted determination for the northern long-eared bat does not apply to the following 
ESA-protected species and/or critical habitat that also may occur in your Action area:

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed Endangered

 
You may coordinate with our Office to determine whether the Action may affect the animal 
species listed above and, if so, how they may be affected.

 
Next Steps

Based upon your IPaC submission, your project has reached the determination of “No Effect” on 
the northern long-eared bat. If there are no updates on listed species, no further consultation/ 
coordination for this project is required with respect to the northern long-eared bat. However, the 
Service recommends that project proponents re-evaluate the Project in IPaC if: 1) the scope, 
timing, duration, or location of the Project changes (includes any project changes or 
amendments); 2) new information reveals the Project may impact (positively or negatively) 
federally listed species or designated critical habitat; or 3) a new species is listed, or critical 
habitat designated. If any of the above conditions occurs, additional coordination with the 
Service should take place to ensure compliance with the Act.

If you have any questions regarding this letter or need further assistance, please contact the 
Chesapeake Bay Ecological Services Field Office and reference Project Code 2024-0072176 
associated with this Project.
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

Little Falls Parkway Road Diet

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'Little Falls Parkway Road Diet':

On Little Falls Parkway, between Arlington Road and Hillandale Avenue, unused 
asphalt will be permanently removed to shorten the crossing of Little Falls 
Parkway for users of the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT). A protected shared use 
path will be provided between Arlington Road and the Capital Crescent Trail 
crossing, enhancing community connectivity to the existing shared use path at the 
northern terminus of Little Falls Parkway. South of Hillandale Road to Dorset 
Avenue, all existing pavement is retained, and a buffered bike lane will be 
provided in the unused southbound drive lane. Low profile separators will be used 
to block off the unused drive lanes, which do not prevent usage by emergency 
vehicles when needed. Additional work will include safety enhancements at 
Arlington Road, Hillandale Road, and Dorset Avenue, improved signage, re- 
location of traffic signals, stormwater management, and accessibility 
improvements.

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@38.97172625,-77.1000564705578,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@38.97172625,-77.1000564705578,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@38.97172625,-77.1000564705578,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

DETERMINATION KEY RESULT
Based on the information you provided, you have determined that the Proposed Action will have 
no effect on the Endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). Therefore, no 
consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required 
for those species.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Does the proposed project include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, intentional take of 
the northern long-eared bat or any other listed species? 
 
Note: Intentional take is defined as take that is the intended result of a project. Intentional take could refer to 
research, direct species management, surveys, and/or studies that include intentional handling/encountering, 
harassment, collection, or capturing of any individual of a federally listed threatened, endangered or proposed 
species?

No
Does any component of the action involve construction or operation of wind turbines? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ if the construction or operation of wind power facilities is either (1) part 
of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for a federal agency action (federal permit, funding, etc.).

No
Is the proposed action authorized, permitted, licensed, funded, or being carried out by a 
Federal agency in whole or in part?
No
[Semantic] Is the action area located within 0.5 miles of a known northern long-eared bat 
hibernaculum? 
 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency.

Automatically answered
No
Does the action area contain any caves (or associated sinkholes, fissures, or other karst 
features), mines, rocky outcroppings, or tunnels that could provide habitat for hibernating 
northern long-eared bats?
No
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

Is suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat present within 1000 feet of 
project activities? 
(If unsure, answer "Yes.") 
 
Note: If there are trees within the action area that are of a sufficient size to be potential roosts for bats (i.e., live 
trees and/or snags ≥3 inches (12.7 centimeter) dbh), answer "Yes". If unsure, additional information defining 
suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern- 
long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

Yes
Will the action cause effects to a bridge?
No
Will the action result in effects to a culvert or tunnel?
No
Does the action include the intentional exclusion of northern long-eared bats from a 
building or structure? 
 
Note: Exclusion is conducted to deny bats’ entry or reentry into a building. To be effective and to avoid harming 
bats, it should be done according to established standards. If your action includes bat exclusion and you are 
unsure whether northern long-eared bats are present, answer “Yes.” Answer “No” if there are no signs of bat use 
in the building/structure. If unsure, contact your local U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services Ecological Services Field 
Office to help assess whether northern long-eared bats may be present. Contact a Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operator (NWCO) for help in how to exclude bats from a structure safely without causing harm to the bats (to 
find a NWCO certified in bat standards, search the Internet using the search term “National Wildlife Control 
Operators Association bats”). Also see the White-Nose Syndrome Response Team's guide for bat control in 
structures

No
Does the action involve removal, modification, or maintenance of a human-made structure 
(barn, house, or other building) known or suspected to contain roosting bats?
No
Will the action directly or indirectly cause construction of one or more new roads that are 
open to the public? 
 
Note: The answer may be yes when a publicly accessible road either (1) is constructed as part of the proposed 
action or (2) would not occur but for the proposed action (i.e., the road construction is facilitated by the proposed 
action but is not an explicit component of the project).

No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase average daily traffic on one or more existing roads? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is either (1) part of 
the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a federal agency (federal permit, funding, 
etc.). .

No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase the number of travel lanes on an existing thoroughfare? 
 
For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is 
either (1) part of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a 
federal agency (federal permit, funding, etc.).
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new water-borne contaminant source 
(e.g., leachate pond pits containing chemicals that are not NSF/ANSI 60 compliant)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new point source discharge from a 
facility other than a water treatment plant or storm water system?
No
Will the action include drilling or blasting?
No
Will the action involve military training (e.g., smoke operations, obscurant operations, 
exploding munitions, artillery fire, range use, helicopter or fixed wing aircraft use)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the use of herbicide or other pesticides (e.g., fungicides, 
insecticides, or rodenticides)?
No
Will the action include or cause activities that are reasonably certain to cause chronic 
nighttime noise in suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat? Chronic noise 
is noise that is continuous or occurs repeatedly again and again for a long time. 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Does the action include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, the use of artificial lighting 
within 1000 feet of suitable northern long-eared bat roosting habitat? 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable roosting habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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21.

22.

23.

Will the action include tree cutting or other means of knocking down or bringing down 
trees, tree topping, or tree trimming?
No
Will the action result in the use of prescribed fire? 
No
Will the action cause noises that are louder than ambient baseline noises within the action 
area?
No
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: Marissa Brown
Address: 11350 McCormick Rd
City: Hunt Valley
State: MD
Zip: 21031
Email marissa@blackwaterenvironmentalgroup.com
Phone: 4102527870
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Chesapeake Bay Ecological Services Field Office
177 Admiral Cochrane Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401-7307

Phone: (410) 573-4599 Fax: (410) 266-9127

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2024-0072176 
Project Name: Little Falls Parkway Road Diet
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed, and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through IPaC by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
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evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at: https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ 
endangered-species-consultation-handbook.pdf

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts, see Migratory Bird Permit | What We Do | U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (fws.gov).

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures, see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation- 
migratory-birds.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/endangered-species-consultation-handbook.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/endangered-species-consultation-handbook.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what-we-do
https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what-we-do
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds
https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation-migratory-birds
https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation-migratory-birds
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OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Chesapeake Bay Ecological Services Field Office
177 Admiral Cochrane Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401-7307
(410) 573-4599
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2024-0072176
Project Name: Little Falls Parkway Road Diet
Project Type: Road/Hwy - Maintenance/Modification
Project Description: On Little Falls Parkway, between Arlington Road and Hillandale Avenue, 

unused asphalt will be permanently removed to shorten the crossing of 
Little Falls Parkway for users of the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT). A 
protected shared use path will be provided between Arlington Road and 
the Capital Crescent Trail crossing, enhancing community connectivity to 
the existing shared use path at the northern terminus of Little Falls 
Parkway. South of Hillandale Road to Dorset Avenue, all existing 
pavement is retained, and a buffered bike lane will be provided in the 
unused southbound drive lane. Low profile separators will be used to 
block off the unused drive lanes, which do not prevent usage by 
emergency vehicles when needed. Additional work will include safety 
enhancements at Arlington Road, Hillandale Road, and Dorset Avenue, 
improved signage, re-location of traffic signals, stormwater management, 
and accessibility improvements.

Project Location:
The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@38.97172625,-77.1000564705578,14z

Counties: Montgomery County, Maryland

https://www.google.com/maps/@38.97172625,-77.1000564705578,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@38.97172625,-77.1000564705578,14z
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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MAMMALS
NAME STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Endangered

Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515

Proposed 
Endangered

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: Marissa Brown
Address: 11350 McCormick Rd
City: Hunt Valley
State: MD
Zip: 21031
Email marissa@blackwaterenvironmentalgroup.com
Phone: 4102527870
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Appendix E:  

Public Comment 



 

 

NOTES REGARDING COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING SCOPING PERIOD 

 

The purpose of “scoping” is to solicit information from interested agencies (including regulatory 
agencies) and the public to identify concerns, potential impacts, and possible alternative 
actions that the sponsoring agency should consider when preparing an Environmental 
Assessment.  Comments from individuals or organizations indicating general support or 
opposition to a project are noted for the record.   

As to those comments of a unique nature (i.e. raised by only a few commenters) and as a 
courtesy to readers, NCPC is providing a specific annotation to a section of the environmental 
assessment which may be responsive to the comment.  

Comments which are wide ranging (i.e. covering multiple topics) are noted as such but not 
provided with annotated references. 
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See Section 2.2 regarding purpose and need

See response to attachments at end of 
appendix.

Comments are wide-ranging and addressed 
throughout the draft EA.  
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See Section 8.1 regarding plan consistency.
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Comment Noted as General, Support or 
Opposition
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See Section 8.8 regarding public health and 
safety
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considered but dismissed
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See Section 8.8 regarding public health and safety



����������	
��
���������������������
������	����
������������������������	��		���
���������
�������������� !"�#
����������$%&�'(%)"�#����	�
���*+�'!"��
����,-��,.,/0�
��
����
����	������
���0�1����2�������3�	���4����5�
��������4��
������	�	
������
�����6��6�	�����2�������4��
�
�7���2��������6��6�	
�������
2���������	���
	6�
������6�
����	�����
6��6����	�����6
����
��
�0��	������1�����2���������4�����	6
��
�8��
����4�
�,95����5����
	6�
���	���6�����
���	���������������
��	��6���������
4�	��
�4����	����4���5	6�������2��4
���6�
���	������������������2��������	��	���
��,5�
��	�
�����������4��
������������
�0�
�	����2����
��	������������
��
��
���������������	�
��	���������
�������
�����������������	�����:�� !"����2���;�����
�$%&�'(%)"����2����
	�+�'!"��
����,-��,.,/<��
	��6����������	
�����
���4�����	6
����������=������;
��	�<
���
��0�6��2�����	�6��>�������������2
��������	���6
2������
������2��	���������4�����6
���
��
������3�	���4����5�
�������4��
������	�	
������
������6��6�	�����2�������4��
�
�?��	���
	6�
����	�����
�6��6����	����6
����
���
�����	�������������2���	��
�4����	����4�5	6�������2��4
�@����=;<��6��	��6����
������
�����
�����A	�������������
��������	�	���
4��
���1�������*��	���
���8�2���8�
�
�0�A	�
�	�����������	���������	�	�	6�����6����4�������4�����������	��������2���
	�������4������=;<����	����
�������	�	�
�	��	����1�
�
�����	��4
�������6���	���
�	����		��4�
	������	6��������4��������4��	
�0���2������1������������=;<�
����
���
���1������������	�
��
��
���
�� !"���
����#
��$%&�'(%)"����2����
	����*+�'!"��
����,-��,.,/#B;@8B��7B�C��0@C�=���<0��=�<=�CC0CD��@��0��0@C=0��=B�;�==��<�8�E�F�0�<8@GB�BC���@��BC���@C�BCG08@C�BC��=���@<0CD��8�7�,-��,.,/
Comments are wide ranging and addressed 
throughout the draft EA.   The unique issue raised 
relative to other comments is addressed in Section 8.5 
regarding water quality and stormwater management

Comment Noted as General, Support or 
Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or 
Opposition
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Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

See response to attachments at end of appendix.

See Section 5.3 regarding alternatives considered but dismissed
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See response with  attachment at end of appendix.
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See Section 8.8 regarding public health and safety
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See response to attachments at end of appendix
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See Section 8.6 regarding traffic operations
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See Section 7.6 regarding air quality
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See Section 9.1 regarding impacts to surrounding 
communtiies.

See Section 9.2 regarding travel time 
and level of service
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See Section 8.8 regarding public health and 
safety.   Please note that the letter from 
Assistant Chief Jones was superseded by letter 
dated September 27, 2023 from Interim Fire 
Chief John Kinsley.

See response in attachments at end of appendix.
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See Section 5 regarding alternatives
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See Section 9.2 regarding travel time and level of service.

See Section 5 regarding alternatives
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See Section 2.2 regarding purpose and need

See Section 2.2 regarding purpose and need
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See Section 3.5 regading project history and neighborhood 
coordination; Section 5.3 regarding alternatives considered 
but dismissed
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Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition



������������	
������
	���	�����	���	���	���������	��	���	������	�������	
����������	����	���������	������� !	"���	��
	���	��
#$��	��	�����%���	����	�����	�����&	���	��
��	���	!�����
�����	����!	��	�����
	!���	��	���	'()*�)
+	,'-).
	/�)��	)*	*.0'	.
-	/)-'	.�	��	0''��1�	2����
�	���	���3�	���	����	������	�������	�����	��	���	
�������������	��	���	������������	��	����	���	��
#$�� !	��
��	���	!���������	����!	��	�����
	!���	��	���	�4�!���&$���	������	���	��	�!�	����	!���	$���	������	��	!�"�
���	���	����!	��	���	��"����	�
�!�����
���	�
�!!��&�	
�	$��
�	�!	��	���������	��	��
#! 	"���!	��	�!�	���	'()*�)
+	,'-).
�	���!�����&�
�����	��!�	��	����
��	��	�����!�	���	������	�������	�����	��
	�����	.�!�	��	���	������&	��	2����
�	��
��	�������	�
�!�����	0
���!��	!�
��&��	!�&&�!���	����	���,���	��
#!	-�"�
�����	����	5���#��	��	
�!��
�	���	��
��	���	!����	�����	����!	��	�����
	!�����	���	�4�!���&	$���	������	�����������	��	�
����	&���	$���	����&	���	
�!�����!	$��	$�
������
���	���	��&
�	��	���	���#	��	!�����	$���	���	��
#$��	�!	��	�!	��$�	
�����&	��!	���������	/��	��� �	���	��
#$��	��	
�!��
��	��	�����
	!���	��	���	$���	������	�!�"6	���	��
#!��"�
�����	��!	����&��	���	"�
#$��	��	��
�	����	���	����!���	��	��!	�$�	��������	$������
���	�""
�����	/��	��� �	��
#!	����
�	��	���	������	�������	����	��	2��	���	����	���	�������	����!	���	���	���	�
�!!��&�	
�&��	��$�	��	�����
	!���	��	���	�4�!���&	������6	/���	�
�	����$�����&	��
6	
��&���
����!	�
�	�
�!�
�����	���
�	�!	���	����	���	��
��&�	�
�����	���	���#	�"!�����!�	��	���	���!�
�����	����!�	78�!���	9�
�7	�""���!	��	���&���
����!	����	:��
	����	����!�&���	�	"�������	��	
���!����	;�����	0���!	��
#$���	.�	���!�	����	���	�$�	����!	��	�����
	!���	�����	$���	�4�!���&	������	���	��	��	��$�<�	���	�
�����	�����!	��	���	�������	��
	���	�����&	���!���	��	��$���$�	=����!��	>�������������	�,	!5	��	����	��	�����	���	����	�������&	��"	�����	��	
��!��	��	���	����
�?	���	������!���	����
	���!�
������	��	/�!���
�	$���	�	,	!5	��	��	������"����	����
$��	���	@���
@���	�����	�	7&
�$��	��

���
7�	/�	����	
���!	�"�����	����	�!	$��	"�������	!�����	
�������	"����	���	��	
���!����	$���	���	������"����	�!	���"�����ABCDE	@�&�
	��������FGHBIJGKE	�����	���!��	,-LBIDE	,�
��	M��	���3N���
���������	)	$���	��$	����	��	
�&
��	��
	�����O!	������&�	����!�	����"�	���	�����$��&!��������	����	��	"�!!�����	�������	��	��	���	
���
�	��	�����O!	������&�����#	���@�&�
	������������	0
����!��"	=���.��	����
�����	���!��	,-	��<M�
Please see response to attachments at the end of appendix



�������������������������������������	
�����
���������������������������������������������������������� ��������
��������!����
��������������������������"#���������!������!�$�	
��!��������� ���
��%
������
�������	�������&�����!����������'#������(�����������!��������
�����	������!��������������!� ��!�&�����!������
 �!��!��%��������
� ���!�%���������)���!�
���!�����������������������
����������"#������(�*
��+��+�������������������
������
���������������!���+��	���
������
���+������� ��������!���!����� �!�!(�,�������
���������
�����
���
��!��������
��������������!��������!����
�$�������� ��+����-���������
�	
�����������.�	���-���!�$�!�����	����!������� ��
������������(�,���
���
���!��%�
�+�!�+������������ � ��!��!�	������ ������� ��
���������	�	��������������
����������������	������������� ����������	�����!�� ���������������!������!�!������������(��/�������&�����!��������� � ��!���������
���������� �!�����+�!���!�0�����!�����
���
��!�+���������!��+����!���� �+� ��+���������(����������+����������������!�����������
������!�������!�
���� ��	��	�+����!���!���	���� ����������������������
���� �����
������ ���������!������+�������!�+���������(12345�6��7892:;8<5�6��
��!�=2:45�/��	
�'$-�$#$.�����������
��
+��������!>?������!�����-���!������������
��������	��� !�����
�	
��
����
���'����������	
�!���	��������� ���	����������������������������(����!�!������������!-���!����!��@�����!��������	�����.������(A������-��
���+��!�� �+����������!���������������������������������!�/�������� ���	��������	� �����������	�	���������-���!��@!��������������
���������!(�*
��������������+�������+�������������������(�*
������������ �������������������+������(12345�*�������B�����7892:;8<5�6��
��!�=2:45�/��	
�'$-�$#$.?� �!��� �����+����!�������!�������
���� 	
��
��+ ���	���� ������
����������+������!���������������������C��������D+�����	�����E ������!����������������������������������������������� ������
��F+���F(�*
�����������������
��	��!���!�����������������	�	�����(�*
����������	����������	���������-��
�	
��E ����+��� ����(?
���������������������������!�������	��������!�	������������
����+���������	����*����(� �������������������+�!�����������!��������	
�����������
��	������������
� ��������������	���(
������D�����!������������������������������(

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition



��������	
���

�	�������������
��
�������������������� ��! !"#����$�%
&�$'(
����$���
�)$��
���
�*��+$��$)�
��
��$��,+��

�-�

��.��/0�&1�2�
��
�*��+$���
�*
��+����3
�&��+%�+)+�����+���
��
�+����
����%
��$)���+3+�%�$����
�.��/0�&�����0


������$��+�%�+�1�#��3
�0+��
��
��	��&��
����$

+�+$�������$��
�����%
�$*����+3+�%����+3+�&��������%
���$4
�
���+��������'+�&�

��+�
���0�+����+���$��$��*��4�+$���$���
��
�*��+$�1��$�
$3
���#�'

+
3
�������
�
���
��*	
�$*��$��
���'
��
��0�&��$)�+	4�$3+�%���
���)
�&�)$����+3
����4
�
���+����'+�&�

��+�
��������$��
��1�#���44
�����������
�
�0����$��$��+�
���+$��$)���$�
��
�
����+3
�1�#���$�����
��
�*��+$������*��
�
����+
&�$3
��

��+%�+)+����
&��
��
��
����)
�&1������5�*�����0&
�����������6�
3&�6���
���������������7��! !"#����$�%
&��*44$�����
��
3
��+$��$)�,+��

�-�

��.��/0�&��$�+���4�
3+$*������
�8)$*��
��
����0$�+�
�����+�
��+$���+3+�
��'&���	
�+��91��'�
������$	4�
�
��+3
���
%+$��
�4
���)$��4�$�
��
��'+/

��
��80�+���#�0$*
���*44$��9��+��+��*��

���0�
�
���
�
�'+/
�
��
��0$*
��

��1�:��
����;+3
�;$�������&�
+���0$*
��'
�)$��
��$��$�����
���$��0�&1����&�
+���0���/+


��
����&
���$��;+3
�;$���$�����$�<4�$�
��
��'+/
�0�&=�
��$*��%+�%��&�
+����$��$��*���4�����+��>:2���
�0�&)$�0���1�-*���
�	$�
��,+��

�-�

��.��/0�&��
�
��&�+��)
��/
��'&�
?+��+�%�4�$�
��
�����+
��<<���
6�4+��
�6�
��
���'+/
����+
�$��$�
��+�
�����,+��

�-�

��.��/�2��+
�$����
�$��
�1�������+	
�0�
�+�<)+

��
�+�
��+�
��
3

$4	
���+��$��*�+�%�+����
�+		
�+��
�
�3+�$���$)�,+��

�-�

��.��/0�&8�$��'
&���
�@
��'�����
3

$4	
��9������0+�����
�6$*��&��*44$��+�%�)*���
��+�<)+

�
3

$4	
���0+��$*��4�
�
��+�%���
��	'+�+$*���$���$)�4*'
+�������+��4
�����*
&��
A*+�
���$��
�
0+�����
��$�%
��+$�������0+

��
�*
����
$�+�%��$0���0$�
��
��$)�,+��

�-�

��	�/
���$��
��
1�#���$�%
&�*�%
���
�>��+$��
�6�4+��
�.
���+�%�6$		+��+$���$��
�$��+�
����+��4�$4$��
1�������$���5+//+�%�����������
��
���������������7��! !"#��	�
$$/+�%�)$�0�����$�*��
������+�%���
��$*��&B��3+�+$��)$����
�,+��

�-�

�.��/0�&#	4�$3
	
���1�#B	�3
�&�+��
�
��
��+���
��+�%��'$*���$0�%�

���4��
�����'
�+	4�$3
�������$02��+
�2��))+������'
�'
��
��	���%
��0+�����
��������))+�1�6*��
��
&�+��+��������+�
���0�+�+�%��$��44
��8$��#���$*
����+��������+�
����������44
����'$*��$��
�
3
�&�C<	$����91���������	�����������
��
�����	�������������D��! !"

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition



������������	��
���
���
�����������������	����	�����������
��������������������
�����
����������������������������
��
	����������
��
���
�����

������
���������������
������������������� !���"#$�%&#'��(��	�
��)�*+�,-./01�%���*���	�2)�,-,0���3*����)4	������������
��������������5��������	���������������6������7���
�8������)���
���������5���	�*����������9������8���
�+�
���������:�	�;����;������(��	�
�������<2�����
���������=���������
�

����������	��	����
�����	�
������
�������	�
�	��������;�����	����	�����������(��	�
�����
��	��8����������
��������������	��9�
�����9��
�����4����)��	������
���;����������
	������	��8�����������	����������������
���
�����
�����5����
�����	��8��������:�
�������
�

��������
��������	��8������������
�������������������	�������
�������
�
�����
�
�

�5���>�����
)������ !���������9	����
�(����"#$�%&#'��7�����
	�
�!���	�
)�+91�%���*���	�?)�,-,0:����������*+���
������5���:����������	��9�
�����9��
�����4����������>�;������(��	�
����46@��4���;�����
���������:���� ��	�;������
�����
����5��������
�5���:�����������������	�����������5������	����5����������������
�������
��
��������������
��
)�����������������������������������������
��
)��	���
��
�����������������������������������������	��
��������������
��
��:��	�������������A����)�5�A������������
���
���
���
����������������	�������
�
�����������	���	�����
���������
����������
����	�����;�������
��
���
������������5��
��	���	��������������;���������������

��������	����	)�
�������
���
��������;�
�����������������������������	�����	�����	���;����8���
����� ������	�
B������+�5���	���	�����"#$�%&#'��(��	�
��)�*��1�%���*���	�?)�,-,0:���������5�������C������������������(��	�
����D	���:����

�6������7���
�8�����������	��9�
����9��
�����4����)�:�	�������;���
���5���
����
���
�����
�����	�����������	����
�����5������������
��4	�����
����
��	���������
� ����������
����
��	���
��
��������������������	��9�
����9��
�����4��������
��	�����	�����
������
�C�������5�����������������������������	�����
���
�������
���
�����35��������������	����
��
�������678�����D�������(����	��	��	��������
�+��
����;��������!����������>���)�E�������8��������D�
���
����;��������(��������:����
���5��

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition



���������	��
����
��������������������������	�������
���
���������	����������	������������������������	�������	�������	��������	��	�������������	�������	��������������	����������� !�"�����#����$%&�'(%)!�*��+,�*������#-.�' !�#�����/��01023�������	����

��	����	�����������������������	�������	���
�		��������������,���	�����-����	����4�����	����3���������	����������	����5����������+�6�����	������������	���������	����������������	���������+���	�	���
����������	��������������������	����	����������3��������������������	����
�+��	�����+�
��	����
�	����������������������+�������
�������������������������	���
�		���������������,��������������������������������	��	���7����		�8����������������������	���������,��	�	��������	�3�����������������������	�����������	�����	���
���+��	����	���
�����������	����	��
��	�����9����������
��	��	������+���	�	���-����	�����
�		���������������,���	�����	�����4	�
,�����������������������
�
�		���������������,����������	�����	�����	����:
����"�
����	:������������	������������	��	���������,��������	�������������������+��	��������������	��	�����	�����������������������
�	�����	�����	�������������������������4��	���������,���������	���	����,����	������������������+��,�������	��	�����������	����,�
�����������	����;�	����������
��,���
�+����	����+�
��	����	��������9������3��	����������������:��+����
��	����
���+�
��	:����	������	�	��	��
��������	����	��,��������������<�
�+����	�����+�
��	�����	�������������������������������������������������	������	�+��	�����������������������	������	���+������+������������9�������������	���	����	�����	����+��,�����������
���+�����������������3���������=��	���	�	��	�
��,����	�����������������
�+����+�
��	����������,������9�������������	����	��	�	��������	��
�+�����
�	���������������������
������	���	���,���+����
��	�����������	��������	�	��	�����
,�
�����������
������3�����+����
��	������+��������	��	�	��	�	��������	���������������	���	,�	��
����	��	���������3���������,���������+�����+������������+��	���,�����	������	�������������������	�����3��������	�	���	�����������������	������
����������������������	���	����������	������������� !�>�������
����$%&�'(%)!�8�	�������#-.�' !�#�����2��0102����+�������
�		���������������,����������	���
��	�����,�	�����+��
,�������	��8**���������������	���
���������������������������+����
,���������������	��8**���	�	�������������������	�����	��
�	��������������,���
�������
���	����������	�������������������,�	�����������	������	����������	���3������������
���������	����������

Section 8.5 regarding water quality and stormwater 
management

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition



����������	
�����
�����
����
������
��������������
������

����������������
��������
��������������������
���
�����
��
�����
����
������������������������
��������������
�����
�����������  
����������������
��
�����
����
�����
��������!����������������

��������"���
��
�
���������������������������������
�����
��� ���
��� ���
��
���������������
�����
�����#���
����������������
����������������
��
����������
����������
��
�
���������
�����������
���
�����$
�
������!�������������
�������#%����
����������
��������
����
��
���##&'()*�+���
����,������-./'01.2*�3�
������4�%�������5'0)*�%��
��64�78769�����
������������
��������
����:
��������������
������

���;4���������$������
��������
�������������������������������
�����������
��
����
�
���
������������<���
���������
�����

��������
��������������
��������������
���������������:��������������
����������
��
�����
�������;��������
�����������
�������������
�����������
������������������
�����������������
����
�
�����
������������:�����
������������
��������;4��
���������
��
�
����
�����
�������
�:�����
����=����
����������
���;4���������������
��������
��������
������
�4�������
������
����
����������
������
���������������
��������������
�
����4��������
�������
�
��
��
��������������
��
�
���
�����
�
��������
�����
�>�

���?�����@�����������
��� ���
��� ���
��
�������������������A>>������4���������
���
�����
������
����4����������������������B��������

������������
����������������
�����������
������
������
�&'()*�C���D������-./'01.2*���
�����5'0)*�%��
��64�7876C����������������������E�"�4��������	
4���
����	������������
�����������
�����������
��
���������������
����������������������������������
����
�����������������������
���
����������������

�����������������F�����������
�����������
�������������������������������������������������������������
����������
���
�
��������
���������������	
�����������
�����4��
��������
�����
�����
������������������������������������
����

��������
������
�������
����
��
������������������
���
��
����������������������
���
������
�����	����
���������
��&'()*�A�
�����G���-./'01.2*���
������%C5'0)*�%��
��64�7876��������������������
����������4���
���3HA>>F�������
������������
��
���������������������������������������

����
�������$������
����������
����4�����4������$������������������
��
�
�������
���
��I���������������7J���������������
���
�����C����

�����3�����������������
�����4

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition



����������	��

��
����
���
�	��
��������������������
������
��	
����
�
���	���������
��������
�����	������������������ !"�#$!%��&�
��	���'()�#���*���+����,-.�,/,0��+����	
�������+1����
�������	��+
������	����������2
�
��
�
���	��1��
����������1������+�����������������
3	����
��
�+	�
����
����
�������.�	
�������������
�����
+���
��
�������	
������4�����2
���������
��������
���
����1�����1��������������
�������5�	����6���1� !"�#$!%��&�
��	��.�'()�#���*���+����,-.�,/,07������	��8�	�+������������	
�
�	
�1�����
��
��
�	+����
	�
���9���	�(��
���	�
�����7����������8	�+�������������1�	
:������
������	�	�
��
�	+����
�
���9���	�(��
���	�
�����;���<�
�1���
��������	�����
�����
��
�����	�	��	���
����
����	���������
����1�
�=��	�
�>�	����
������+
�������	?�4��
�	����
��	�	
�
+	�@+��������
��
���9���	�(��
�A�>�������
A��*�1+	����
���B��B��	��
�7�������	
�������
��	���C�������1�����
����
��
�����	���
�
�
��&�
��	���
��
����+
��������������������
����1���+��
��	��;���
��
�	������	
�1����.������:�		+��������
��
������
�����
���.�
�
����	
������������>
���������
����������
����������������
������+������+	��������9�
��1� !"�#$!%��&�
��	��.�'()�#���*���+����,-.�,/,0'������

���*���	�9���
���

������	������
��	���	��	��
�
�	����
�����	
��7���������
�������1��	��+������+	����+���������������������7���8�	�� !"�#$!%��8���������D���.�&�
��	��)�#���*���+����,-.�,/,0��	
���������1�+�������+�
�������������:�+
��+	�	����
�������
���������B��1���	����+
�
�����1������		�������������
���9��������������
+��
��	�����
�����	.��+����	.����������	�
����
��+
������C���
���
����������+1������������
��
�
����������������
��
����
�����1������	�������B�����	�;+������ !"�#$!%��&�
��	��)�#���*���+����,-.�,/,0

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition



���������	
����
�
	������	

	
��	�����������
���������������������
����������
	����������
���	�����������	��
���������������	�������
�����
�������������	�����	�������	��������	��	��	����
	
����	��������������������	��� ����
	
���	����������
�����������
��
����	
�������	��������������������������� ����
	
���	������������������
�	��������	��������������	���
	������
����
�	����������
���������	!�����������
��������
������������������������
�����������
���
��
	
�	
����������������������

	������������	���	��������������
�"��	������	��������
���
��
	����������
��
���������
�����������������
�	�
	�������������������������
��������	�������������	�������������
�������#���	���������������	������������������������������������	
���
��
	�
�����	��$%&'(���)*����*#�+ ,-.%/0-1(�2+�3+)4*"�546%/'(����������78"�797:����
	������������������	
�������
���������������������������
�������������	����;���������������������������������
�	������������������	��
���������	�����
��������������������	���������������	���������������������
�
	
��	������
	
��������	���������<��
����<�����	�����
����=���������������������	�����
��	�������������������������������
������������!��������
	��������

	$%&'(�>�	�����	�? �����,-.%/0-1(�)
�����)��
	
"�546%/'(����������78"�797:����������������������������
����������������������������"������
���������	�	?���������
�����
Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition

Comment Noted as General, Support or Opposition



Comments are wide ranging and addressed throughout 
the draft EA.



















This letter was superseded  by a letter of September 
27, 2023 from Interim Fire Chief John Kinsley
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

LITTLE FALLS PARKWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

COMMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING 

BY: LLOYD GUERCI 

MARCH 26, 2024 

THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT 
The proposed Little Falls Parkway Improvement Project involves an approximately 
0.4-mile section of the Little Falls Parkway.  Overall, from south to north, the Little 
Falls Parkway (a) from Massachusetts Avenue to River Road is a two-lane road, 
with a series of three speed bumps; (b) from River Road to Dorset Avenue is a 
four-lane road, with the two north bound lanes separated from the two south bound 
lanes by a wide grass median; and (c) from Dorset Avenue to Arlington Road was a 
four-lane road and north of Arlington Road was a two-lane road to Fairfax Road, 
but this segment was modified by M-NCPPC/Montgomery Parks (sometimes 
referred to herein as “Parks”) in 2017 to a two-lane road diet at the Capital 
Crescent Trail crossing of the Parkway and in 2022 to two lanes in its entirety on 
an interim basis. There are no speed bumps on the Parkway north of River Road.  
Montgomery Parks’ application to National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) 
pertains to the section of the Parkway from Dorset Avenue to Fairfax Road.   

The Little Falls Parkway from Dorset Avenue to Fairfax Road serves multiple 
purposes.  On the Parkway, there is blended traffic that includes people driving to 
the parking lots at the Bethesda pool and on the Parkway just north of Arlington 
Road with their bicycles and getting on their bikes to go onto the Capital Crescent 
Trail, people driving to the parking lot north of Arlington Road to go the soccer 
field (Stream Valley Park 2, Soccer Field 1), people driving to the Bethesda pool 
and people going to and from Bethesda, Kenwood and Somerset.   

Paralleling, approximately, the Little Falls Parkway between Dorset Avenue and 
the area of the Capital Crescent Trail crossing of the Parkway are two trails.  To the 
west of the Parkway is the very popular Capital Crescent Trail.  It crosses the Little 
Falls Parkway near the county’s Bethesda pool and crosses Dorset Avenue about 
400 feet west of the Parkway.  To the east of the Parkway is Montgomery Parks’ 
Little Falls Trail.  In this section, the Little Falls Trail begins near the corner of 
Dorset Avenue and the Little Falls Parkway and ends at about Hillandale Road, to 
the east of the Bethesda Pool. It has a blacktop surface and is slated for repair. 

Comments are wide ranging and 
addressed throughout the draft EA.
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The Willett Branch runs south essentially from Bethesda and flows into the Little 
Falls Branch south of River Road.  In the immediate area of Montgomery Parks’ 
proposed project, the main fork of the Willett Branch runs east of the Parkway 
from south of Hillandale Road, under a Parkway bridge between Hillandale Road 
and Dorset Avenue and then to the west of the Parkway, and under Dorset Avenue 
between the Parkway and the Capital Crescent Trail.  Another fork flows from west 
of the Parkway, through a culvert south of Hillandale Road and into the main fork.  
A local website shows the overall watershed, with the Willett Branch draining a 
northern area.  https://www.lfwa.org/explore.  In the area near the 0.4-mile section 
of the Parkway that Montgomery Parks seeks to modify, the Willett Branch 
resembles a concrete half pipe.  That design likely is attributable to the large 
volume of water from runoff that passes through it in storms.  A considerable part 
of that runoff has been associated with development allowed by M-NCPPC.  
Unfortunately, the Willett Branch suffers a serious fecal pollution problem.   
https://www.lfwa.org/updates/area-stream-have-a-serious-fecal-bacteria-problem. 

There are several significant recreational facilities in the area near the Little Falls 
Parkway.  These include the Capital Crescent Trail, the Bethesda pool, Stream 
Valley Park 2 - Soccer Field 1, and Norwood Park which is about 17 acres.  A 
blacktop pathway connects Norwood Park to the Little Falls Trail.  To the dismay 
of many people, areas to the north and south of the Parkway with substantial 
development and growing populations lack adequate parks.  These include 
Westbard and downtown Bethesda.    

STATEMENT 
On October 16, 2016, bicyclist Ned Gaylin was struck and killed by a motor 
vehicle on the Capital Crescent Trail crossing at the Little Falls Parkway.  
Thereafter, in or about January 2017, on an interim basis, Montgomery Parks 
instituted a “road diet” on the Little Falls Parkway at the crossing, closing off the 
outer lane in each direction. 

In 2018, the Parks Department considered three alternatives for the Capital 
Crescent Trail crossing: (1) a bridge over the Little Falls Parkway, returning the 
Parkway to four lanes; (2) move the Capital Crescent Trail crossing to the 
intersection of Arlington Road and the Parkway where there was and is a traffic 
signal and returning the Parkway to four lanes; and (3) a permanent crosswalk with 
the road diet.  In June of 2019, the Montgomery County Planning Board met and 
supported moving the crossing to the traffic signal at Arlington Road and opening 
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the Parkway to four lanes, in coordination with County’s Vision Zero plan.  Some 
Planning Board Commissioners questioned that the Parks Department’s slanted 
cost analysis.  That September, at a work session on the Parks budget for the 
County’s Capital Improvements Program, the Planning Board voted to defer for 6 
years the decision to move the Capital Crescent Trail crossing to Arlington Road 
for budgetary reasons. 

On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a 
pandemic.  On March 16, 2020 then President Trump issued guidelines urging 
people to avoid social gatherings of more than ten people and to restrict 
discretionary travel.  With many people staying home, in April of 2020, the 
Montgomery Parks closed the Parkway to vehicles 24/7 and initiated an Open 
Parkways program, for residents to walk outside with distance from others.   As a 
result of the closure of the Little Falls Parkway, nearby communities including 
Kenwood (which lacks sidewalks) and Somerset, experienced significant and 
dangerous cut-through traffic.  In October of 2021, Parks reopened the Little Falls 
Parkway from River Road to Arlington Road but only on weekdays. The road diet 
at the Capital Crescent Trail crossing continued in place.  

In the time period following mass vaccinations for COVID and a return to 
normalcy, Montgomery Parks seized upon closing some of the Little Falls Parkway 
roadway and converting it to a recreational use.  In a meeting in March of 2022 
with Montgomery County Councilmember Friedson and representatives from 
several communities, Montgomery Parks acknowledged plans to close part of 
Little Falls Parkway for a linear park.  In about May of 2022, Parks implemented a 
so-called Phase I pilot project configuration for the Parkway, retaining the road diet 
at the Capital Crescent Trail crossing and, beyond that, closing one lane each of the 
previous southbound and northbound lanes while retaining the grass median 
between the operational lanes.   

In October of 2022, Montgomery Parks presented yet another fait accompli 
(consistent with its institutional practice of act first; create an appearance of public 
participation later), with this announcement:  

October 10, 2022 

Announcements & News, Press Releases 

The project aims to develop a linear park on two lanes of the four-lane 
parkway.  

 WHEATON, Md. – Montgomery Parks (opens in a new tab), part of The 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, will again 
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reconfigure lanes on Little Falls Parkway (opens in a new tab) for Phase 
Two of the pilot project (opens in a new tab) to repurpose two lanes of the 
parkway between Arlington Road and Dorset Avenue and create a linear 
park. Work is scheduled to begin on Monday, October 17, 2022. The new 
park will add much-needed recreational space in an area where land is at a 
premium, and adjacent to the Capital Crescent Trail – one of the most 
popular trails in Montgomery Parks’ system. . . . 

On its website Parks said “Why is this being done?”  Its answer was in part that 
“[i]n Phase 2, the capacity of the road will remain as it is under the current pilot 
project as a two-lane road, but the shifting of lanes will free up space to create a 
linear park.” https://montgomeryparks.org/projects/directory/little-falls-
pilotproject/ (emphasis added).  Figure 13 (p. 14) of Parks’ Memorandum, “Pilot 
Project Phase II Typical Section” shows the previous southbound lanes closed and 
a “Linear Park” there.  March 30 Memorandum to the Planning Board p. 14; see 
Appendix D to the Montgomery County Planning Board Agenda of March 30, 
2023, Linear Park Concept Exhibits including an overhead aerial map and images 
of people at a park. 

There was a huge outcry of public distress over Parks’ actions, including both the 
closure of the Parkway that led to cut-through traffic in neighborhoods (with 
children, without sidewalks) and the lane reductions. And, there was massive 
public opposition to the unneeded linear park.   

At long last, on March 30, 2023, the Montgomery County Planning Board held a 
hearing on the Little Falls Parkway.  Before the Planning Board, there was 
unrefuted testimony relating to the purpose of the Parks Department’s project. 
Malcolm O’Hagen from the Kenwood community testified: “I asked the question 
(of the Parks Dept), what is the problem you are trying to solve", Parks replied 
“there is no problem, we are doing this because some people would like to see 
more park area”.  March 30, 2023, Hour 10:23:28. At the March 30th Planning 
Board hearing, 71% were against the linear park and, also, opposed north-south 
Parkway lanes with no median. Those against Parks’ plans wanted the 4 lanes 
restored.  Fire Chief in charge of safety (Adam Jones) wrote a letter of March 16, 
2023 highlighting the unsafe crossing. 

By the time of this hearing, Montgomery Parks did a switcheroo.  It concocted a 
new purported justification for the Phase 2 reduction of the Parkway to two 
adjacent lanes, one lane in each direction, without the median between them; it 
wrapped itself in the flag of safety - speeding.  There was no discussion of the 
characteristic of the Parkway between Dorset Avenue and Hillandale Road as a no 
access divided highway, no discussion of its design speed, no analysis of past 
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crashes between Dorset Avenue and Hillandale Road (very few; none fatal), and no 
speed management to reduce speeding by measures such as speed bumps, which 
exist on the Parkway south of River Road.  There had not been enforcement such 
as by speed cameras.       

The Planning Board approved Parks’ plan for the 0.4-mile segment of the Parkway, 
with some suggested adjustments. 

Consideration by the Montgomery County Council 

The Montgomery County Council received an enormous volume of well-founded 
complaints from residents about and opposing Parks’ Little Falls Parkway project.  
This included a petition which has grown to over 5,000 signatures.  It took up the 
matter at a Council session on May 8, 2023. The Council voted 10-1 to in favor of 
an amendment to M-NCPPC’s FY-2024 capital budget relating to construction of a 
permanent road diet and the creation of a linear park along the closed traffic lanes, 
without Council review and approval: 

Any realignment of the remaining two lanes between Dorset and Arlington 
on Little Falls Parkway must be reviewed by the Council before funds may 
be used for this purpose. No funds may be used for the implementation of a 
linear park in this section of the Little Falls Parkway.  

Montgomery Parks returned to the Montgomery County Council in November of 
2023.  At the Council’s request, Parks presented to the Council’s Planning, Parks, 
and Housing Committee, two options referred to as: (1) the Planning Board - 
Approved Configuration, a two-lane Little Falls Parkway from Dorset Avenue to 
Arlington Road with both lanes adjoining one another on the east side of the 
previously established median, and a (2) Council-Requested Alternative Option 
that retained the grass median between the northbound and southbound lanes of the 
Parkway, as it existed before October of 2022.  The Council Committee 
recommended the Council-Requested alternative with the grass median between 
lanes.   

On January 23, 2024, the Montgomery County Council approved the configuration 
of a two-lane Parkway north of Dorset Avenue with the two lanes separated by the 
well-established and long-existing grass median and retention of pavement of 
closed lanes.    
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PURPOSE AND NEED 

A statement of purpose and need was included at slide 13 of NCPC’s scoping 
session on March 12, 2024.  It said (https://www.ncpc.gov/videos/623/): 

Purpose:  to reduce the potential for collisions between autos and vulnerable 
roadway users on foot or bicycle who cross Little Falls Parkway. 

Need: based on a history of serious injury and fatal crashes between Capital 
Crescent Trail users and vehicles travelling along Little Falls Parkway, as well as 
policy objectives adopted by the Montgomery County Council and the 
Commission.  

This statement of purpose and need must be rewritten substantially.   Among its 
many shortcomings, it is too narrow - the purpose focuses only on “cross[ing] the 
Little Falls Parkway”; the need is based only on “serious injury and fatal crashes 
between Capital Crescent Trail users and vehicles travelling along Little Falls 
Parkway” and an opaque reference to unspecified policy objectives. (As a narrow 
point, fatal crash should have been in the singular.) 

Based on the political resolution, but not the data or sound analysis, I am resigned 
to the Little Falls Parkway, between Dorset Avenue and Fairfax Road, becoming a 
two-lane, divided by a wide grass median, road with a refuge island at the Capital 
Crescent Trail crossing, for the immediate future.  Like thousands of other local 
residents, I believe that the safety problem, which was real, was solved by a road 
diet at the Capital Crescent Trail crossing, and that the pending improvements 
project before the NCPC is a waste of money – money that should be used for 
parks in Bethesda or Westbard where there is huge growth and significant 
shortages of parks.  But I do not expect NCPC, given its charter, to address the 
wisdom of this expenditure. 

There are aspects of this proposed project that, for safety reasons, require analysis 
in the EA and adjustments.  The two-lane configuration and other improvements 
proposed by Montgomery Parks introduce many safety issues that must be 
addressed.  

The purpose, I propose, is: to improve the safety of the Little Falls Parkway, 
including the roadway, non-vehicle pathways, and connections to it between Dorset 
Avenue and Fairfax Road. 

The need is: based on reports of safety-related problems, including at the Capital 
Crescent Trail crossing (as currently configured), at intersections as well as in other 
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areas that are foreseen, improvements that do not have undesirable consequences 
to the road and non-vehicle pathways, are needed. 

As to need, the significant safety problem on the Little Falls Parkway, which was 
at the Capital Crescent Trail crossing, was rectified by a road diet that had one 
northbound lane, one southbound lane, a 17-foot-wide refuge in the grass median 
area between the northbound lane and southbound lanes (installed in 2017), speed 
reductions at the crossing, and a raised crosswalk (installed in 2020).  Those are 
sound changes, along with the overall Parkway speed limit reduction to 25 mph.    

A significant group of nearby residents recognize both that Montgomery Parks 
purports to rely on Vision Zero and safety, and that this is a pretext for Parks’ post-
2017 reconfiguration of the Little Falls Parkway.  It started with the proposed 
linear park, which did not wash.  

Montgomery Parks broadly invoked generalized concerns over speeding, but did 
not, arguably because it could not, tie them to a data-based safety problem 
reflected in crashes on the Parkway over numerous years following the 
implementation of road diet at the Trail crossing, or demonstrate an action-based 
concern about speeding through campaigns involving speed management activities 
that would reflect that it was worthy of priority treatment as a real problem.  The 
sparce reference in the draft statement of need shown on March 12 and noted 
above to vague and unspecified policy objectives adopted by the Montgomery 
County Council and the Commission, does not satisfy the federal Administrative 
Procedure Act. 

Parks failed to assess, based on data, whether there were problems much less 
acknowledge the absence of a significant crash history problem on the Little Falls 
Parkway from north of Dorset Avenue to south of Hillandale Road following 
changes in 2017, up to the 2022 modifications, and a speed limit reduction.  (This 
will be addressed further below.)     

Parks’ inaction on speed limit compliance after it installed the road diet in 2017 
reflects the absence of a perceived safety problem. For years, Parks did not address 
speeding above the posted limit and did not implement established speed 
management techniques such as use of traffic control to maintain desired speeds, 
and the use of enforcement, signs, and technology to increase compliance with 
speed limits and to provide feedback to drivers about desirable operating speeds.  
Instead, in 2022 Parks invoked claims of safety to leap to its goal of removing 
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travel lanes from the Little Falls Parkway, a far more disruptive response to 
newfound speeding concerns.  

As discussed below, Montgomery Parks’ October 2022 reconfiguration of the Little 
Falls Parkway, making it a two-lane road without a median between the lanes, and 
eliminating the 17-foot-wide median refuge island at the Capital Crescent Trail 
crossing between the northbound and southbound lanes of the Parkway made it 
unsafe.  Speeding problems should be addressed by available mechanisms such as 
speed cameras, speed bumps, similar to those on the Little Falls Parkway between 
River and Massachusetts Ave, and fair and equitable enforcement. 

RESOURCES LIKELY TO BE IMPACTED BY 
THE PROPOSED ACTION 

These include: 

 Safety/Traffic Safety 
- Bicyclist and pedestrian safety

-Motor vehicle safety

 Recreation (including associated safety) 

- Bethesda County pool, vehicular traffic into and from the parking
lot, and safety of users including pedestrians, bicyclists and children

- Capital Crescent Trail, a recreational resource

- Little Falls Stream Valley Park 2 parking lot connection to Capital
Crescent Trail

- Proposed (by Montgomery Parks) protected shared use path
connection from north of Arlington Road to the Capital Crescent
Trail and buffered bike lane from Capital Crescent Trail to Dorset
Avenue

- Little Falls Trail
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS THAT ARE LIKELY TO 
RESULT FROM THE PROPOSED ACTION 

TRAFFIC SAFETY, INCLUDING PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS 

The Environmental Assessment (EA) should address traffic safety concerns, and in 
so doing, include both a full rendering of data and a description of credible 
experiences that, although having not resulted in crashes, demonstrate dangerous 
conditions.  

M-NCPPC’s Planning Department and County employees have data bases of
crashes in Montgomery County.  A group of data bases includes crash reporting,
crash reporting- drivers data and crash reporting-non motorist data.  See
https://data.montgomerycountymd.gov/Public-Safety/Crash-Reporting-Incidents-
Data/bhju-22kf/about_data.  One of these is a huge spreadsheet in which one clicks
on actions, then query data into which road names can be entered, but this is
difficult to use with an assurance of completeness and accuracy, if not one is
practiced in using it.

Another data base is the Planning Department’s interactive crash map that covers 5 
years, to 2022.  As stated in the interactive crash map website, to achieve the 
ambitious goal of vision zero, we must understand our crash history and the 
conditions that lead to crashes on our highways. Montgomery County Interactive 
Crash Map (2015-2020) (arcgis.com).  The interactive map allows the isolation of 
crashes by severity and by what was involved (vehicle to vehicle; bicycle; 
pedestrian). Data presented below, which are indicative of crash history, are 
derived from the Planning Department interactive map, which does not include the 
last year’s data, and warrant updating by the applicant for the Little Falls Parkway 
project using the larger data bases. 

In addition to data, local residents have offered numerous important observations 
of significant problems that they have seen.  Some of these were presented to the 
Planning Board.  Others, captured in videos, have been presented to Montgomery 
Parks’ staff.  Still others were discussed at the public meeting on March 19, 2024 at 
Somerset School, which included by Parks’ staff.   
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Safety of users– pedestrians, joggers and bicyclists - of the Capital Crescent Trail 
as it crosses the Little Falls Parkway.  

The EA should discuss the current and anticipated use of the heavily used Capital 
Crescent Trail at and near the Little Falls Parkway, the potential impacts of the 
alternative(s), and proposed measures, if any, to avoid or reduce adverse impacts to 
the Trail’s users.  The safety of Trail users has been and remains a key concern.  
The EA should present and discuss data on crashes, a death and injuries, and 
previous assessments by Montgomery Parks.  The EA should address the human 
factors problems with the current absence of a safety refuge island in the Capital 
Crescent Trail between the northbound lane and southbound lane of the Little Falls 
Parkway.   And, given the numbers of Trail users, it should discuss the need for a 
substantial refuge island.   

As to fatal crashes, the crash history based on the Planning Department’s 
interactive crash map, reveals one fatal crash in the Capital Crescent Trail crossing 
of the Little Falls Parkway: Ned Gaylin in 2016.  That occurred before the road 
diet, which I support, was constructed.  There have been no severe crashes.  In the 
interactive map, under isolate pedestrian crashes, there was one on the Parkway at 
the Capital Crescent Trail crossing (12/1/2022). 

In October 2022, when switching from its Phase I Parkway alignment, which had 
retained the refuge island for the safety of walkers, joggers and bicyclists on the 
Trail in the median between the northbound and southbound lane of the Parkway, 
to Phase 2, Parks eliminated the refuge island. From a safety standpoint, this was 
highly problematic.  

A pedestrian refuge island (or crossing area) is a median with a refuge area that is 
intended to help protect pedestrians who are crossing a road.  FHWA, “Medians 
and Pedestrian Refuge Islands in Urban and Suburban Areas,” FHWA-SA-21-044, 
Medians and Pedestrian Refuge Islands in Urban and Suburban Areas | FHWA 
(dot.gov). A pedestrian refuge island can improve safety and comfort by providing 
pedestrians with the option of waiting in the median area before beginning the next 
stage of the crossing.  Pedestrian refuge islands can reduce pedestrian crashes by 
32%. FHWA, “Pedestrian Island,” Pedestrian Refuge Island Safe Transportation 
for Every Pedestrian Countermeasure Tech Sheet (dot.gov); see FHWA, “Step: 
Improving Visibility at Trail Crossings” page 8 “After” image , STEP: Improving 
Visibility at Trail Crossings (dot.gov),   Report Number FHWA-SA-21-123 (2021) 

Seemingly, the alternatives before NCPC would restore the refuge island.  In view 
of the usage of the Trail, the full 17-foot-wide refuge in the grass median area 
between the northbound lane and southbound lanes needs to be restored, and the 
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raised crosswalk installed in 2020 needs to be retained, as does the road diet at the 
Trail crossing. 

Area resident Carl Becker has presented materials to NCPC that warrant serious 
consideration.  

Safety of intersection of Little Falls Parkway and Arlington Road. 

The EA should discuss the safety of the intersection of Little Falls Parkway and 
Arlington Road, under at least several scenarios. These include the most recent 
NCPC-approved four-lane Parkway configuration, changes made to-date since 
then, the proposal before the NCPC and some right turn lane options, including 
different depths for a right-hand turn lane from the Parkway onto Arlington Road. 

The EA should discuss crash data and previous assessments by Montgomery Parks. 
In this regard, as to severe crashes, the interactive map reveals one severe crash of 
vehicles with a suspected or actual severe injury at the Arlington Road and Little 
Falls Parkway intersection (August 17, 2022). 

It bears noting that most of the crashes on the 0.4-mile segment of Little Falls 
Parkway under consideration have been at intersections, primarily at Arlington 
Road and the Little Falls Parkway.  As to this intersection, using the interactive 
crash map, under isolate pedestrian crashes: on the Parkway there were several that 
were not severe (one north of Arlington, 8/13/18, and two at Arlington, 12/10/18, 
8/12/19).  Under isolate bicycle crashes, there were five (5) that were not severe at 
the Arlington Road intersection, 10/20/15, 5/8/16, 8/10/16, 11/7/16, 2/19/18.  There 
was one just south of Arlington Road and north of the Trail crossing (9/8/16). 
Under isolate crashes involving only vehicles, apart from the 8/17/22 severe crash 
noted above, there were ten (10) non-severe crashes at or near the intersection of 
the Parkway and Arlington Road (1/10/15, 1/24/15, 6/20/25, 10/6/15, 10/29/26, 
11/30/15, 1/8/16, 3/25/17, 6/30/22, 8/17/22).  To put it in perspective, the data 
bases show hundreds of thousands of crashes in the County and thirty on the Little 
Falls Parkway from Massachusetts Avenue north to the Parkway’s terminus.  

Safety of segment of Little Falls Parkway between Hillandale Road and Dorset 
Avenue 

The EA should discuss the safety of the Little Falls Parkway between Hillandale 
Road and Dorset Avenue. 
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Based on the Planning Department’s interactive crash map, as to severe crashes, 
there was one non-intersection crash involving a bicyclist south/southbound of 
Hillandale on Little Falls Parkway (July 14, 2019).  In addition, under isolate 
bicycle crashes, on the Parkway there was one south of Hillandale, 4/16/16; under 
isolate crashes involving only vehicles, one south of Hillandale (1/18/20).    

A characteristic of the Parkway between Dorset Avenue and Hillandale Road that 
warrants consideration is that it was in essence a no access divided highway.  
These tend to be relatively safe on a VMT basis.  There have been few (none fatal) 
crashes, as reflected in the data above.  In fact, Parks own analysis of crash data in 
its Memorandum report to the Montgomery County Council dated November 1, 
2023 contained, under “Vision Zero: Reducing the Parkway to Two Lanes is Safer” 
only Figure 8: Crashes Between Arlington and Hillandale 2015 (p.12) and Figure 
9: Crashes at Capital Crescent Trail Crossing Since 2015 (p. 13) but no figure on 
the segment of the Parkway between Dorset Avenue and Hillandale Road because, 
I submit, the data showed a low incidence of crashes.  It also should be noted that 
there are no speed bumps and so far as I have noticed, a speed camera has not been 
installed.  

The temporary Parkway crossover the median north of Dorset Avenue, which is 
slated for removal as part of the proposed project, presents safety issues.  It is 
unwieldy and at night is more dangerous, as the Parkway lacks lights. 

Safety of intersection of Little Falls Parkway and Dorset Avenue and the area of 
the Parkway north of that intersection. 

The EA should discuss the safety of intersection of Little Falls Parkway and Dorset 
Avenue, under at least several scenarios. These include the most recent NCPC-
approved Parkway configuration, changes made to-date since then, the two-lane 
County Council proposal before the NCPC, the safety problems encountered by 
northbound vehicles on the Parkway turning left into Dorset Avenue (toward 
Kenwood), the safety problems encountered by southbound vehicles on the 
Parkway turning left into Dorset Avenue (toward Somerset), and the safety 
problems encountered by westbound vehicles on Dorset Avenue turning right onto 
the Parkway (to go north toward the Bethesda pool).    

As noted above, most of the crashes on the 0.4-mile segment of the Little Falls 
Parkway have at intersections, with the second most occurring at or near the 
intersection of Little Falls Parkway and Dorset Avenue.  Based on the Planning 
Department’s interactive crash map, under isolate bicycle crashes, there were two 
at the intersection of the Parkway and Dorset (1/24/20 and 2/24/21). Under isolate 
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crashes involving only vehicles, there were seven (7) at or near the intersection of 
the Parkway and Dorset (2/15/15, 12/9/15, 12/15/15, 12/23/16, 8/21/17, 10/26/17, 
3/26/18).  

If the intersection of Little Falls Parkway and Dorset Avenue were the intersection 
of two country roads that experience light traffic, it likely would be fine.  It is 
anything but that.  In the area of the intersection, there are Parks’ lane reductions of 
the Parkway from four lanes to two, left hand turns off of the Parkway by some 
vehicles going in a northerly and some in a southerly direction, right hand turns off 
of the Parkway onto relatively narrow Dorset Avenue (without a north-side 
sidewalk), right hand turns from Dorset going north onto the Parkway, and traffic 
backups on the Parkway at the traffic light.  It can fairly be said that this 
intersection is an unmitigated problem that may aptly be described as an accident 
waiting to happen.  At a March 19, 2024 public meeting on the Parkway at 
Somerset Elementary School, which was recorded by Montgomery Parks’ trail 
planner Kyle Lukacs (whose participation along with Andrew Tsai, I appreciated), 
local residents described dangerous situations in making left hand turns from the 
Parkway’s northbound and southbound lanes onto Dorset Avenue, with the absence 
of turning lanes.  One resident described another problem -- in making a right hand 
turn from Dorset Avenue going north onto the Parkway.  This situation requires 
consideration of various physical lane configurations and not simply traffic signals, 
as there is the problem of traffic backups.  There are additional problems -- with 
the proposed bike lane at Dorset – which are described below. 

SAFETY TO RECREATIONAL USERS IN AND ADJOINING THE AREAS 
IMPACTED BY THE PROPOSED PROJECT    

Safety of Bethesda Pool Traffic and Parking Lot 

The EA should discuss traffic safety at the Bethesda pool. The EA should at a 
minimum discuss the alternatives of two-way traffic into/from the pool parking lot 
from/to the Parkway, one way traffic into the parking lot from the Parkway, one 
way traffic from the parking lot onto the Parkway, and the impacts of proposed 
changes to the Parkway entrance/exit on traffic onto and on Hillandale Road, 
including turns into the pool parking lot from Hillandale Road.       

Montgomery Parks’ proposal would modify the ingress/egress from/to the Little 
Falls Parkway to the Bethesda pool parking lot, which is relatively small and far 
from ideally configured.  The proposal would impact not only that area but it 
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would also have an indirect impact on the traffic flow into the pool lot, including 
from Hillandale Road.  The pool is heavily used in the summer, particularly on 
weekends.  In the summer, there are swim meets on Wednesday nights that run past 
dark. https://www.bebarracudas.org/types-of-meets.  In the parking lot, there are 
children dashing out on foot and on bicycles.  Parking lots are anything but 
inherently safe.  In Montgomery County, 22% of the pedestrian-related collisions 
occur in parking lots. https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DOT-
PedSafety/Resource/Parking_Lot_Safety.html.  The pool parking lot is used year-
round by motorists who park there and then go by foot or bicycle onto the Capital 
Crescent Trail. 

The interactive data base shows one crash at the Bethesda pool (7/16/17).  

Safety of Connection of Little Falls Stream Valley Park Parking Lot to the Capital 
Crescent Trail   

The EA should discuss pedestrian safety in travelling from Montgomery Parks’ 
parking lot on the Parkway, north of Arlington Road to the Capital Crescent Trail.  
Montgomery Parks’ parking lot appears at the far left, lower part of the page in the 
drawing Appendix A Little Falls Parkway - Arlington Road to Dorset Avenue 
(Updated based on 11/27/23 PHP Committee Meeting), which is after page 14 of 
the Project Plan, as linked on the NCPC website.  

The Project Plan drawing shows (in green) pavement removal along the Parkway 
between that parking lot and the Parkway, both between an entrance to the parking 
lot and Arlington Road, and north of that entrance to the parking lot, as well as a 
pathway on the east side of the Parkway from Arlington Road to the Capital 
Crescent Trail.  This pathway (in blue) is not labeled on the drawing. 

This parking lot on the Parkway is widely used in the summer by people going to 
the Bethesda pool including on Wednesday night swim meets.  It is used year year-
round by motorists who park and then go by foot or bicycle onto the Capital 
Crescent Trail.  And it is used, particularly in the spring and fall, by parents of 
children practicing soccer in the field to the east and uphill of the lot. 
https://msisoccer.org/fields-of-play; 
https://rainoutline.com/search/extension/3015795610/78. 

The EA should evaluate the infrastructure connections from the parking lot to the 
Trail for safety purposes and consider alternatives. Will there be a sidewalk; what 
are the alternatives on where it will be located in relationship to the road?  Will the 
pathway should be separated from the road by a vegetative buffer and what will the 
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pathway should be made of?  Our county has a Pedestrian Master Plan, prepared 
by M-NCPPC’s Planning Department and approved with revisions by the County 
Council, which should be consulted.  The sidewalk and pathway should score as 
highly comfortable to users under that Plan. 

Safety of the protected shared use path connection from north of Arlington Road to 
the Capital Crescent Trail and of the buffered bike lane from Capital Crescent Trail 
to Dorset Ave in former right, southbound lane of Little Falls Parkway  

The EA should evaluate the safety and utility of both the proposed protected shared 
use path connection from north of Arlington Road to the Capital Crescent Trail and 
the buffered bike lane from Capital Crescent Trail to Dorset Ave in former right, 
southbound lane of Little Falls Parkway.  It should consider alternative safety 
mechanisms to and within the proposed six-foot-wide buffer zone of the Buffered 
Bike Lane along the road length from the Capital Crescent Trail to Dorset Avenue.   
In addition, the EA should evaluate the safety of right turns from the buffered bike 
lane at its southern terminus, eastward onto Dorset Avenue. 

Montgomery Parks’ proposal would repurpose the right southbound lane of the 
Parkway for use by bicyclists and, north of Arlington Road, also for use by 
pedestrians.  The Project Plan Drawing shows from the north to the Capital 
Crescent Trail, a “PROTECTED SHARED USE PATH CONNECTION TO 
CAPITAL CRESCENT TRAIL.”  That is separated from the roadway by a four-
foot buffer; in the buffer would be structural “Trail Barrier Separation.”  The 
drawing also shows a “BUFFERED BIKE LANE FROM CAPITAL CRESCENT 
TRAIL TO DORSET AVE.”  For purported safety, the bike lane would be 
separated from the road by a 6-foot-wide buffer; in the buffer would be “LOW 
PROFILE IMPROVEMENTS LANE SEPARATORS.”  Parks’ proposed typical 
section (after the drawing in the project Plan) has a somewhat different description 
– a “LOW PROFILE LANE SEPARATOR AND/OR REFLECTORS.”

There is a bit of history related to the Buffered Bike Lane, which in the pending 
plan involves use of the former and to be repurposed, outer southbound lane by the 
Fire and Rescue service.  Their vehicles could readily move over a low curb in the 
6-foot-wide buffer, which I propose be considered.  But apparently due to
bureaucratic rigidity relating to an ideal world that Fire and Rescue commonly
operates outside of, they do not want to do so on the Parkway which in the segment
at issue historically has had very few crashes that might require a fire/rescue
vehicle to pull over.  Secondarily, as to the proposed, low profile lane separators
and/or reflectors, reflectors should be rejected as inadequate and a combination of
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low-profile lane separators and rumble strips (also known as sleeper lines or alert 
strips) should be considered.       

In as much as the buffered bike lane is proposed, rather than existing, there is not a 
crash history on the proposed lane.   

Some would like connectivity from the southern terminus of the Buffered Bike 
Lane via Dorset Avenue to the Capital Crescent Trail.  That may occur on paper.  
But the reality, as discussed at the public meeting at Somerset School on March 19, 
2024, is that a right hand turn from the proposed Buffered Bike Lane to Dorset 
Avenue will experience significant problems that need to be considered.  Dorset 
Avenue to the west of the Parkway is quite narrow.  There is no sidewalk on the 
northern side of Dorset Avenue.  On the southern side there is a narrow (less than 4 
feet) sidewalk.  Southbound vehicles on the Parkway make quick right hand turns 
onto Dorset Avenue.  Safety enhancements need to be addressed. 

As to the need for and likely use of the Buffered Bike Lane, recent data are not 
supportive.   

A count earlier this year, after pandemic era pedestrian and bicyclist use of the 
Parkway had cratered, and under conditions when both former southbound lanes of 
the Parkway were unavailable to motor vehicle traffic (under the Phase II 
configuration, all traffic was on the former northbound lanes), revealed very low 
usage of the former and now closed southbound lanes of the Parkway by 
pedestrians and bicyclists: 
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Little Falls Parkway users other than motor vehicles    
Counts of walkers/joggers/runners/cyclists on the Little Falls Parkway on 
1/10/2024. 
Location of counts/people counted:  counts were of people on the Parkway 
crossing in front of the Bethesda pool.  Human counters sat in their motor 
vehicles, in the Bethesda Pool parking lot, facing the Little Fall Parkway.  If a 
counter noticed that an individual crossed in front of the counter more than once, 
that person was counted as one user.   
Time period Number of 

walkers/joggers/runners 
Number of cyclists 

7:52 am to 9 am 3 2 
9 am to 10 am 3 1 
10 am to 11 am 2 
11 am to noon 2 
Noon to 1 pm 1 1 
1 pm to 2 pm  2 
2 pm to 3 pm  3 
3 pm to 4 pm   4 1 
4:00 to 4:30 pm 5 
TOTAL 25 5 

This is entirely understandable.  These now closed lanes of the Parkway are a form 
of road to nowhere, sometimes terminating at an undesirable westerly ride on 
Dorset Avenue and on that to the Capital Crescent Trail.    
Apart from how this reflects on “Need,” it reveals that pedestrians would likely 
walk in the Buffered Bike Lane, but numbers of potentially impacted people would 
not be high. 

Safety related to Little Falls Trail 

The EA should evaluate the safety of the Little Falls Trail at the intersection of 
Little Falls Parkway and Dorset Avenue and at Hillandale Road.  Connectivity to 
the pool is important and less than ideal. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lloyd Guerci 
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4627 Hunt Avenue 
Chevy Chase, MD  20815 
lgjreg@hotmail.com 
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M E M O R A N D U M

March 28, 2024 

TO: National Capital Planning Commission
Michael Weil
NCPC Project Review

FROM: Marc Elrich
County Executive 

SUBJECT: Environmental Assessment of Little Falls Parkway Project

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments for the Environmental Assessment of the 
proposed changes to Little Falls Parkway. As you know, changes to the Parkway at the Capital 
Crescent Trail crossing began in response to the terrible accident that took the life of a bicyclist 
in January 2017. Since that time, the Montgomery County Parks Department has introduced 
numerous “interim” iterations of road diets. As various changes have been made, the proposal 
has morphed into a patchwork of “solutions” that do not adequately address the stated purpose of 
reducing potential collisions between vehicles and vulnerable pedestrians and bicyclists who 
cross the CCT at Little Falls Parkway. To the contrary, residents of the area have raised credible 
concerns that the proposed changes, which extend beyond the actual trail crossing and affect two 
major intersections, have the potential to compromise safety not only along the Parkway but also 
on neighboring streets.  

It is my understanding that NCPC’s Environmental Assessment will consider only two 
alternatives: (1) “no action,” which would return the Parkway to the original 4-lane 
configuration; or (2) “action,” which would accept the Parks Department’s current proposal to 
install its recommended improvements along Little Falls Parkway between Arlington Road and 
Dorset Avenue. It is unfortunate that those are the only two choices – a far better alternative 
would be to return the proposal to the Parks Department for further consideration of the 
legitimate questions that have been raised about the potential impacts of proposed changes on the 
safety of everyone who uses the Parkway or lives near it. However, faced with a choice between 
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the two alternatives, I support “no action.” While I strongly support additional safety 
improvements, I do not agree with the current Parks Department proposed “solutions.” 

Specifically, I would like to address traffic and operations issues, which I understand will be one 
of the elements considered in the Environmental Assessment. At your scoping meeting on March 
12, 2024, a Parks Department staff person justified the request for permanent closure of one lane 
in each direction by stating that the Parkway “is not primarily for vehicle conveyance.” Staff did 
not explain the basis for this determination, and I disagree with that characterization. Little Falls 
differs from Sligo Creek Parkway and Rock Creek Parkway – two-lane roads that were designed 
for rides through parkland. In contrast, when the Parks Department was given authority by the 
State to manage Little Falls Parkway, it was a four-lane road that was, and remains, the major 
non-neighborhood road connecting River Road to Bethesda. It was important then, and more 
important now, given the major development occurring in Westbard and Bethesda. Reducing 
vehicular traffic to one lane in each direction will result in vehicles opting to turn onto 
neighborhood streets to avoid queueing on the Parkway. 

As for the current plan, Parks Department staff did not discuss their proposed changes with the 
County’s Department of Transportation (MCDOT). They often refer to their collaboration with 
and “significant support” from DOT. When asked if they had provided significant support, DOT 
staff replied, “In a word, no.” Because the Parkway is under the jurisdiction of Parks, the extent 
of DOT’s involvement has been to relocate the traffic signal heads and displays at Arlington 
Road to accommodate the initial modification of the Parkway. As of this date, the Parks 
Department has not discussed the additional changes with DOT, even though there are potential 
impacts on county roads from the proposed changes at the Arlington Road and Dorset Avenue 
intersections and at the ingress/egress at the Department of Recreation Pool located at the 
intersection of the Parkway and Hillandale Avenue.  

The County’s Executive department staffs are available to answer questions during NCPC’s 
Environmental Assessment review. I hope you will take advantage of their expertise. And I urge 
you to consider the comments of residents of the area who have raised concerns about the 
impacts these changes will have on the affected intersections and on the roads adjacent to the 
Parkway. There are ways other than a permanent road diet to address safety issues at the CCT 
crossing without creating safety concerns in the surrounding area. It is not too late to consider 
other options. 



 

Comments are wide ranging and 
addressed throughout the draft EA



 

 



 

 



 





To: NCPC Staff


Re: Little Falls Parkway Improvement Project


I am a resident of the Kenwood neighborhood and a member of the Kenwood 
Citizens Association and the Citizens Coordinating Committee on Friendship 
Heights. I am sending in comments as a resident of a neighborhood that has 
been impacted by the multiple changes to Little Falls Parkway from April 2020 
until the present. 


The Parkway initially changed at the CCT Crossing because of a fatal accident in 
Oct of 2016. The road was narrowed to two lanes at the crossing only and the 
safety statistics supported the change. Citizens were asked what was favored at 
that crossing and the majority asked for a bridge with the 2nd popular solution 
to cross everyone (pedestrians and bicyclists) at the light at Arlington Road. In 
June of 2019, the Planning Board voted 4 to1 to cross all pedestrians and 
bicyclists at the light in the name of Vision Zero. In September of 2019, that 
legitimate vote was overturned in a closed session and tabled for 6 years 
“because of cost”. A few months later it was dropped from the budget. In April 
2020, the Parkway was closed to all traffic 24/7 for the Open Parkways 
Program. The closure caused extreme cut through traffic in older neighborhoods 
with narrow streets and no sidewalks. In October of 2021, Parks opened the 
Parkway during the week and kept it closed on weekends. I photographed that 
Parkway for 9 months (Oct-June); just to note- no one was using it (Parks states 
that they had 540 users per day, but that statistic was not validated and was 
never observed by those who live near). Then on June 18, 2022, the Parks 
department started Phase 1 to retain the road diet at the CCT and close one 
lane in each direction while retaining the wide grass median for that length of 
roadway (between Arlington Road and Dorset Avenue). Then in Oct of 2022 
Parks announced a plan to create a linear park to add “needed recreational 
space” where none was needed or asked for. Parks moved the N/S lanes to the 
east side with no median. This configuration which remains today is totally
unsafe, much less safe than the original plan with two lanes on either side 
and the wide existing median between. There was a large outcry from the 
public that used the Parkway for either a beautiful drive to Bethesda to do 
business and work, or to the public pool, or to the soccer fields or to the parking 
lots to unload their bikes and use the CCT. The aesthetics of the Parkway
have been terribly damaged with jersey walls, bollards, stripes, chicanes, 
broken signs, old gates left unused, and flex sticks. All done in the name of a 
linear park, and vision zero. 

There was a public hearing on LFP on March 30th at the Planning Board. 71% of 
the people testifying testified against the road diet. Over 5775 citizens signed a 
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petition to open the parkway up to four lanes and make it safe again. The 
Planning Board voted 4-1 in favor of Parks’ plan for a linear park and two 
opposing lanes pushed to the east side. On May 8, the County Council after 
hearing from many citizens about the neighborhood opposition, did not fund the 
linear park and said that any realignment had to be approved by the CC. After a 
meeting on Nov 27th with the PHP Committee, there were two options to be 
brought before the CC. Option #1 was Parks proposal for two opposing lanes on 
the east side and the pavement removed. Option #2 was the PHP 
recommendation that the Parkway be two lanes (n/s) on either side the existing 
wide median and the pavement retained in lieu of more studies as the coming 
development realizes actual density (Bethesda- 33,000,000 square feet with 7M 
more in discussion. Westbard- 1,800,000 square feet in process- River Road 
named as a growth corridor). There are no plans for public transportation 
expansion in these areas.  On January 23rd, the County Council voted in favor of  
Option #2. At that time Council President Friedson made a pointed strong
suggestion to the Director of Parks and all Parks personnel involved, to do 
an operational change back to one lane N and one lane S on either side of 
the wide median from the CCT to Dorset Ave in the interest of safety and 
goodwill for the surrounding neighborhoods. We ask that this be done now 
(bring the Parkway back to where it was in June 2022) while Parks is working on 
plans in application to NCPC. 

All of this was first done because of a linear park, then when the linear park was 
rejected because of public disapproval, the new reason is Vision Zero. The way 
the Parkway is now has so many danger points that any compliance with Vision 
Zero is nonexistent. 

To note: this stretch of constantly changing parkway is 0.4 of a mile. It is exactly 
2112 feet. So many taxpayer dollars have been spent on this project with at 
least another $600,000 in the pipeline which will balloon to even more at the 
end. It is an unconscionable waste of taxpayer money on something that was 
never asked for or needed. We don’t understand the zealous thinking on this 
small stretch of road. It does not advance pedestrian/biker connectivity. It is an 
unsafe road to nowhere. There is so much need for green space and parks 
elsewhere in the County, why spend $1M+ on 0.4 of a mile where parkland is not 
needed and the solution is unsafe?


The road diet as it is now is very dangerous. I ask all of you to drive it at night or 
in the rain or at rush hour. It is dangerous at the CCT where there is no refuge. 
The left turning lane on Dorset headed east out of Kenwood is narrow and a 
tight turn, made even worse when a pedestrian is crossing. The right turn lane 
heading west out of Somerset is narrow because of the bollards and dangerous 
with pedestrians crossing. The bike lane going south on the Parkway is blind to 
those cars making a right turn west onto Dorset.  That bike lane ends and there 



is no connectivity to the CCT at Dorset because there is no direct lane except to 
use the county street. The 2 lanes traveling from River to Dorset have to 
suddenly converge into one lane without warning or proper signage as the traffic 
crosses Dorset. There have been many near misses there. When you enter the 
Parkway at Dorset traveling north, you come quickly face to face with on coming 
traffic because of the lack of median. It comes up quickly and is dangerous. The 
entry from Hillandale into the public pool and parking lot is narrow and crowded 
in the summer and now, when people use the parking lot to unload their bikes to 
get on the trail. The lane to exit or enter the pool parking lot right off the parkway 
is narrow and confusing. It should be made a one way entry into the pool 
because the CCT is so close and cars can run into it when turning onto the 
parkway while looking left while entering traffic. The pathway for pedestrians 
around the pool and to Arlington road and the parking lot beyond should not be 
removed. Also having a bike path that is bikes only will be hard to monitor. 
Pedestrians will use it, it will be unsafe for all (and what happens if a biker hits 
an armadillo and goes down in front of an adjacent travelling car?). Also please 
see  Fire Safety Chief Adam Jones’ letter of March 16, 2023 which clearly 
describes the safety issues at the crossing and the opposing lane configuration 
that exists now which is a problem for MCFRS use. 


With all the safety issues that the changes to this Parkway have generated, it will 
take the MNCPPC time to work out the intersections. In the meantime please 
direct the County Parks Department to operationally change (no permit needed) 
to where the Parkway was in late June of 2022 with one lane N and one lane S 
on either side of the wide median and the CCT crossing with the wide median 
for refuge. In fact the Parkway has been safe as a four lane road. The fatal 
accident was in 2016, not much has occurred since. If MNCPPC is so 
concerned with “speeding” then put in traffic calming devices like speed bumps 
which already exist on the Parkway from River Road to Mass. Ave. 


Thank you. Patricia Depuy Johnson




Although included herein for reference 
purposes, this letter is NOT the official 
position of DFRS and was superseded by a 
letter from Interim Chief J. Kinsley  dated 
September 7, 2023.





To: NCPC Staff


Re: Little Falls Parkway Improvement Project


I am a resident of the Kenwood neighborhood and a member of the Kenwood 
Citizens Association and the Citizens Coordinating Committee on Friendship 
Heights. I am sending in comments as a resident of a neighborhood that has 
been impacted by the multiple changes to Little Falls Parkway from April 2020 
until the present. 


The Parkway initially changed at the CCT Crossing because of a fatal accident in 
Oct of 2016. The road was narrowed to two lanes at the crossing only and the 
safety statistics supported the change. Citizens were asked what was favored at 
that crossing and the majority asked for a bridge with the 2nd popular solution 
to cross everyone (pedestrians and bicyclists) at the light at Arlington Road. In 
June of 2019, the Planning Board voted 4 to1 to cross all pedestrians and 
bicyclists at the light in the name of Vision Zero. In September of 2019, that 
legitimate vote was overturned in a closed session and tabled for 6 years 
“because of cost”. A few months later it was dropped from the budget. In April 
2020, the Parkway was closed to all traffic 24/7 for the Open Parkways 
Program. The closure caused extreme cut through traffic in older neighborhoods 
with narrow streets and no sidewalks. In October of 2021, Parks opened the 
Parkway during the week and kept it closed on weekends. I photographed that 
Parkway for 9 months (Oct-June); just to note- no one was using it (Parks states 
that they had 540 users per day, but that statistic was not validated and was 
never observed by those who live near). Then on June 18, 2022, the Parks 
department started Phase 1 to retain the road diet at the CCT and close one 
lane in each direction while retaining the wide grass median for that length of 
roadway (between Arlington Road and Dorset Avenue). Then in Oct of 2022 
Parks announced a plan to create a linear park to add “needed recreational 
space” where none was needed or asked for. Parks moved the N/S lanes to the 
east side with no median. This configuration which remains today is totally
unsafe, much less safe than the original plan with two lanes on either side 
and the wide existing median between. There was a large outcry from the 
public that used the Parkway for either a beautiful drive to Bethesda to do 
business and work, or to the public pool, or to the soccer fields or to the parking 
lots to unload their bikes and use the CCT. The aesthetics of the Parkway
have been terribly damaged with jersey walls, bollards, stripes, chicanes, 
broken signs, old gates left unused, and flex sticks. All done in the name of a 
linear park, and vision zero. 

There was a public hearing on LFP on March 30th at the Planning Board. 71% of 
the people testifying testified against the road diet. Over 5775 citizens signed a 

Comment Noted as General, Support or 
Opposition



petition to open the parkway up to four lanes and make it safe again. The 
Planning Board voted 4-1 in favor of Parks’ plan for a linear park and two 
opposing lanes pushed to the east side. On May 8, the County Council after 
hearing from many citizens about the neighborhood opposition, did not fund the 
linear park and said that any realignment had to be approved by the CC. After a 
meeting on Nov 27th with the PHP Committee, there were two options to be 
brought before the CC. Option #1 was Parks proposal for two opposing lanes on 
the east side and the pavement removed. Option #2 was the PHP 
recommendation that the Parkway be two lanes (n/s) on either side the existing 
wide median and the pavement retained in lieu of more studies as the coming 
development realizes actual density (Bethesda- 33,000,000 square feet with 7M 
more in discussion. Westbard- 1,800,000 square feet in process- River Road 
named as a growth corridor). There are no plans for public transportation 
expansion in these areas.  On January 23rd, the County Council voted in favor of  
Option #2. At that time Council President Friedson made a pointed strong
suggestion to the Director of Parks and all Parks personnel involved, to do 
an operational change back to one lane N and one lane S on either side of 
the wide median from the CCT to Dorset Ave in the interest of safety and 
goodwill for the surrounding neighborhoods. We ask that this be done now 
(bring the Parkway back to where it was in June 2022) while Parks is working on 
plans in application to NCPC. 

All of this was first done because of a linear park, then when the linear park was 
rejected because of public disapproval, the new reason is Vision Zero. The way 
the Parkway is now has so many danger points that any compliance with Vision 
Zero is nonexistent. 

To note: this stretch of constantly changing parkway is 0.4 of a mile. It is exactly 
2112 feet. So many taxpayer dollars have been spent on this project with at 
least another $600,000 in the pipeline which will balloon to even more at the 
end. It is an unconscionable waste of taxpayer money on something that was 
never asked for or needed. We don’t understand the zealous thinking on this 
small stretch of road. It does not advance pedestrian/biker connectivity. It is an 
unsafe road to nowhere. There is so much need for green space and parks 
elsewhere in the County, why spend $1M+ on 0.4 of a mile where parkland is not 
needed and the solution is unsafe?


The road diet as it is now is very dangerous. I ask all of you to drive it at night or 
in the rain or at rush hour. It is dangerous at the CCT where there is no refuge. 
The left turning lane on Dorset headed east out of Kenwood is narrow and a 
tight turn, made even worse when a pedestrian is crossing. The right turn lane 
heading west out of Somerset is narrow because of the bollards and dangerous 
with pedestrians crossing. The bike lane going south on the Parkway is blind to 
those cars making a right turn west onto Dorset.  That bike lane ends and there 



is no connectivity to the CCT at Dorset because there is no direct lane except to 
use the county street. The 2 lanes traveling from River to Dorset have to 
suddenly converge into one lane without warning or proper signage as the traffic 
crosses Dorset. There have been many near misses there. When you enter the 
Parkway at Dorset traveling north, you come quickly face to face with on coming 
traffic because of the lack of median. It comes up quickly and is dangerous. The 
entry from Hillandale into the public pool and parking lot is narrow and crowded 
in the summer and now, when people use the parking lot to unload their bikes to 
get on the trail. The lane to exit or enter the pool parking lot right off the parkway 
is narrow and confusing. It should be made a one way entry into the pool 
because the CCT is so close and cars can run into it when turning onto the 
parkway while looking left while entering traffic. The pathway for pedestrians 
around the pool and to Arlington road and the parking lot beyond should not be 
removed. Also having a bike path that is bikes only will be hard to monitor. 
Pedestrians will use it, it will be unsafe for all (and what happens if a biker hits 
an armadillo and goes down in front of an adjacent travelling car?). Also please 
see  Fire Safety Chief Adam Jones’ letter of March 16, 2023 which clearly 
describes the safety issues at the crossing and the opposing lane configuration 
that exists now which is a problem for MCFRS use. 


With all the safety issues that the changes to this Parkway have generated, it will 
take the MNCPPC time to work out the intersections. In the meantime please 
direct the County Parks Department to operationally change (no permit needed) 
to where the Parkway was in late June of 2022 with one lane N and one lane S 
on either side of the wide median and the CCT crossing with the wide median 
for refuge. In fact the Parkway has been safe as a four lane road. The fatal 
accident was in 2016, not much has occurred since. If MNCPPC is so 
concerned with “speeding” then put in traffic calming devices like speed bumps 
which already exist on the Parkway from River Road to Mass. Ave. 


Thank you. Patricia Depuy Johnson




Comments to NCPC in Little Falls Parkway Environmental Assessment Scoping 

It is unfortunate that this matter has reached your review in its current proposed state for the following 
reasons: 

1. The process of reaching the Parks proposal has been badly flawed.  The edict of the
Montgomery County Council last November to Parks asking it to work with the citizens was “too
little too late.”  The Parks Department and the Planning Board made decisions on their own and
failed to involve the citizens affected by their decisions from the beginning, which is the time it
was important to involve them.  The “Vision Zero” county policy that was adopted specifically
stated that they were supposed to work with the communities.  Sadly, they did not do so,
resulting in many thousands of residents unhappy with a less than ideal outcome.  There is great
talent in our communities which was untapped or unheard.  Reaching out and working together
from the beginning could have resulted in a better plan and sooner, without the unnecessary
delays and wasted expenditures that have occurred.

2. The County Council, while reaching the correct decision last May not to fund the unneeded and
unwanted “linear” park next to a very busy roadway, disappointed the citizens it represents
when it adopted a political compromise proposal in January to keep two opposing lanes rather
than return the road to its original four lanes between Dorset Avenue and Hillandale Road.
There were neither safety nor environmental reasons for changing that section of roadway to
two lanes from the original four, except at the CCT crossing.  Even there, the road diet had
proved a good solution.  There were three people on the Planning, Housing, and Parks
Committee (PHP) who voted in November to present two proposals to the council, only the
Parks proposal and a council alternative proposal of two opposing lanes but one on each side of
the well-established median.  Unfortunately, the proposals ignored what the overwhelming
majority of citizens in the district wanted—to return to the four lanes originally built from
Dorset Ave. to Hillandale Rd. and to maintain the previously installed road diet at the crossing.
Subsequently, in January, the Council adopted the Council’s proposed alternative.  The wishes of
the primary users of the parkway, the District 1 residents, were dismissed without due
consideration that should have been given in a democratic process.  The process was not
transparent or democratic, as government should be.  Unelected bureaucrats should not be
making decisions that are opposed to what the people affected by their decisions want without
involving them from the beginning in making those decisions.  I learned in high school civics
class that in a democracy, elected and unelected officials are public servants.  It never occurred
to me in my government career to do anything other than serve my fellow Americans.  During
this process involving Little Falls Parkway, I have become doubtful of the motives of our public
servants and was disappointed by the lack of government’s responsiveness to the citizens it
represents.

3. Taking a step back, I ask you to look at the broader picture when it comes to an environment
assessment (EA) which is your important responsibility at this stage.  Instead of simply accepting
what the Parks staff says, maybe you can play a more important role to reverse some of the
damage about to be done.  First, there were mistakes made at the start of the process by not

Comments are wide ranging and  addressed throughout 
the draft EA.



solving the problem of the Capital Crescent Trail (CCT) crossing over the parkway.  There were 
never sufficient studies of two possible solutions to deal with this situation after the recumbent 
bicyclist was tragically killed at the crossing.  The road diet solved the problem, and no fatalities 
have resulted since that time.  Also, please look at the good safety record of the four-lane 
parkway back to 2016.  There have been few accidents and no other fatalities except the freak 
accident at the crossing.  One solution that was dismissed due to cost was a pedestrian/bicyclist 
bridge over the parkway.  There is one such bridge over River Road and many other places that 
work well, and the funds could be raised.  It would solve the problem entirely.  A second 
solution is the path of the CCT.  If you look at its path, taking a sharp left turn before the 
crossing in the northbound lane, it is almost impossible for drivers coming from Arlington Road 
to see cyclists coming suddenly into their vision to the left side of their cars before both are 
quickly at that crossing together.  This situation is due to the short distance between Arlington 
Road and the crossing and the sharp left angle of the CCT that sends cyclists abruptly into a 
parallel position with vehicles on the road.  If the crossing for pedestrians/cyclists could have 
been placed at Arlington Road where there is a traffic light that could manage the flow, it would 
have made far better sense.  Why was that idea dismissed?  The CCT could be curved easily into 
the Arlington Road crossing and connected easily on the other side, which would obviate the 
need for the separate crossing only a few feet away.  Traffic disruption would also be reduced.  
Please take another look at these options and ask Parks to reconsider them.  I think neither 
option was given due consideration. 

4. It seems that Parks is attempting to give more to bicyclists than to vehicles.  Roads were made
for cars, not bicycles.  They can be shared in reasonable ways, but it is still more of a risk to
cyclists to be on the road.  The Capital Crescent Trail is 100 feet away from the LFP and is already
undergoing an improvement process.  Both pedestrians and bikers use it, and the improvements
should make it safer for each.  Buffered lanes are good for emergency vehicle use, but there is
no need for yet another bike lane that close to the CCT, which is already a safe bike lane.

5. Careful attention should be given to the turn lanes at Dorset Ave. and Arlington Rd. to make
them safe for pedestrians to cross, but further signaling that produces further delays on a road
that is already slow enough for vehicles to pass should not be created.

6. I also endorse the comments filed by Lloyd Guerci, Carl Becker, and Jenny Sue Dunner, Phyllis
Edelman, and other members of our Coalition for a Safe Little Falls Parkway with whom I have
worked for the past year and who have presented knowledgeable, sensible comments.

In conclusion, there are environmental issues were not studied by Parks and should have been.  
Environmental issues encompass a huge number of questions, and I hope you will consider them. It is 
better to make decision now to get it right rather than waste time and money in the wrong direction 
which will only prove to have been shortsighted in the long run.  The LFP is not a road within a Park, it is 
a thoroughfare between Bethesda and the surrounding communities.  Parks is wrong to have put the 
photo of LFP in between the ones of Sligo Creek and Beach Drive on its website.  LFP is not comparable 
to the other two.  Traffic is only going to increase as growth continues in this part of the county.  Also, it 
was a mistake not to have coordinated more with the Westbard Sector Plan. 



I have written my comments as a 43-year county resident and a current board member of the 
Westmoreland Citizens Association, which represents nearly a thousand households along the 
Massachusetts Avenue corridor for which the Parkway was built to take residents to businesses in 
Bethesda.  Our board conducted a survey showing overwhelming support for returning to a four-lane 
parkway and road diet at the CCT crossing.  Since you are the last rung in the chain of command in this 
comment process, I have said many things that may not be considered strictly environmental in nature 
but should be said somewhere.  We are talking about improvements needed in the total LFP 
environment, in which all of these comments are pertinent.  My point is to emphasize the undemocratic 
nature of the process and unconsidered alternative solutions for environmental improvements. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon B. Whitehouse 
Sr. VP and immediate past president, Westmoreland Citizens Association 
Member, Neighborhood Coalition for a Safe Little Falls Parkway 
March 29, 2024 



Parks are for All People

Capital Crescent Trail and LFP (9/8/2018)

Little Falls Parkway and Hillandale Road (May 25, 2020)
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