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During the past month, the Executive Director approved five projects under the 
Commission’s delegated authority:

1. Preliminary and final site and building plans for the DC Community Living 
Center Addition at the Veterans Administration Medical Center, 50 Irving 
Street, NW. (7678)

2. Preliminary and final site development plans by the United States General 
Services Administration for building identification and wayfinding signs in various 
locations. (7680)

3. Finds that plans for a Planned Unit Development Modification at Square 
4037, Jemal’s Hecht’s, LLC 1401 New York Avenue, NE are not inconsistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. (ZC 14-01A)

4. Finds that plans for a Consolidated Planned Unit Development and Related 
Map Amendment from HSH/C-2-A to HS-H/C-2-B, 501 H Street, NE (Square 
833, Lot 47) are not inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the 
National Capital. (ZC 14-14)

5. Finds that plans for a Consolidated Planned Unit Development and Related 
Map Amendment at Square 2882, between 9th Street and Sherman 
Avenue on the north side of Barry Place, NW are not inconsistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. (ZC 14-21)

PLANNING UPDATES

Regional Capital Improvement Plans

NCPC staff is reviewing and providing comments on several Capital Improvement 
Plans (CIP). These include the District of Columbia Annual Operating Budget and 
Capital Plan–Fiscal Year (FY) 2016–FY 2021; Prince George’s County FY 2016-
2021 CIP; and the City of Alexandria, Virginia Proposed FY 2016-2025 CIP.  

SW Ecodistrict

As part of the Target Cities program, the EcoDistricts Organization will convene 
representatives from 10 ecodistricts in the United States for a workshop in 
Atlanta on June 9-11 focused on the formation of governance entities and 
implementation plans for the 10 teams. Senior Urban Planner Diane Sullivan 
and Urban Planner Meghan Spigle will represent the SW Ecodistrict. These 
topics are of particular relevance to the SW Ecodistrict because of the proposed 
relocation of the International Spy Museum to L’Enfant Plaza on 10th Street. 
The Spy Museum received concept approval from the U.S. Commission of Fine 
Arts in April. Based on the 10th Street Programmatic Concept the Commission 
accepted in January 2013, NCPC staff are coordinating with stakeholders on 
how to move the 10th Street concept toward implementation by making a 
unified series of near and long-term improvements.
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Pennsylvania Avenue Initiative

On May 20, Urban Planner Sarah Moulton and Physical Planning Division Director 
Elizabeth Miller presented the Pennsylvania Avenue Initiative to the Committee of 100.

E.O. 13690 on Floodplain Management

On January 30, 2015 President Obama issued Executive Order 13690; Establishing 
a Federal Flood Risk Management Standard. This Executive Order urges federal 
agencies to consider the impacts of higher floods when planning federal facilities 
and to apply one of three stricter flood elevation standards when evaluating new 
projects. The new standards will become effective in July. On June 5 NCPC will 
submit its implementation plan to the National Security Council, which describes 
the specific measures that the agency will take to implement the Executive Order. 
One such measure began this month when NCPC convened federal agencies to 
talk about each agency’s responses to E.O. 13690. The meeting’s goal was to 
understand the varying agencies’ needs before NCPC implements its own policies 
impacting project review. The group will meet again in June.

PUBLIC OUTREACH AND PLANNING ASSISTANCE

National China Garden Public Meeting

On May 27, NCPC hosted a public scoping meeting and accepted comments for 
the proposed National China Garden to be located at the U.S. National Arboretum.

Urban Design Element Open House

NCPC and AIA DC hosted an open house to present the draft polices for the 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital’s new Federal Urban Design 
Element. The open house took place at the District Architecture Center on 
Monday, June 1 between 6:00-8:00 pm. NCPC staff explained guidelines 
for developing federal buildings and properties to the public and accepted 
suggestions and comments. The public comment period for the draft Urban 
Design Element runs through July 9, 2015.

NCPC on Instagram

Follow us on Instagram! NCPC made its first Instagram post on May 29. The 
application provides a new way to engage the public on visually focused initiatives 
such as the release of the Urban Design Element.

PERSONNEL
NCPC welcomes Emily Votroubek who will intern with the Office of Public 
Engagement through August. Emily is a third-year student at the University of 
Virginia where she is majoring in Urban and Environmental Planning.
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