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During the past month, the Executive Director approved six projects under the Commission’s 
delegated authority:

1. Preliminary and final site and building plans for an impound lot at the Pentagon’s North
Parking Area (7577)

2. Preliminary and final site and building plans for a soil, sand, and salt storage building at
Arlington National Cemetery (7634)

3. Final site development plans for a funeral procession queuing area at Arlington National
Cemetery (7606)

4. Preliminary and final site building for the Phase 2 (South Campus) pedestrian walkway
and bridge at the Intelligence Community Campus-Bethesda, 4600 Sangamore Road,
Bethesda, Maryland (7326)

5. Finds that plans for a public alley closing at Square 453 would not be inconsistent with
the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. (7631)

6. Finds that plans for a Planned Unit Development at Square 398 (City Market at O Condo)
would not be inconsistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. (ZC07-26F)

PLANNING UPDATES

The Pennsylvania Avenue Initiative

The Steering Committee is scheduled to meet in early 2015 to begin developing a 
programmatic framework for the Initiative that will guide near and long-term visions for the 
Avenue. The Steering Committee will seek public input through various forums in the spring 
and fall of 2015.

SW Ecodistrict

Staff completed an initial work plan for the Target Cities program and shared it with the SW 
Business Improvement District. The work plan is focused on many of the early implementation 
actions identified in the SW Ecodistrict Plan. It also establishes a metric system that will track 
sustainability progress in the area. Next steps include coordination with other stakeholders 
and prioritization of action items. 
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Climate Change 

NCPC and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG) co-hosted a 
workshop on Friday, December 12 to discuss “Quantifying Infrastructure Risk from Climate 
Change.” NCPC and MWCOG presented their recent climate change initiatives. Then keynote 
speaker Dr. Kelly Burkes-Copes, from the US Army Engineer Research and Development 
Center, presented findings from a recent study of Naval Station Norfolk which identified 
infrastructure assets that were vulnerable to sea level rise and coastal storms.  

South Mall Campus Master Plan NEPA Scoping Meeting

On December 16 NCPC and the Smithsonian Institution hosted a joint NEPA and Section 106 
Meeting regarding the Smithsonian’s Master Plan for the South Mall Campus. This campus 
encompasses the Smithsonian from the Freer Gallery of Art on the west to the Hirshhorn 
Gallery and Sculpture Garden on the east, between Independence Avenue and the National 
Mall. A primary goal is to improve and expand visitor services and education by providing 
spaces for public gatherings and programming as well as retail and food service. NCPC, in 
cooperation with the Smithsonian, will prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze 
the environmental impacts of a range of alternatives for the Master Plan, in accordance with 
NEPA. Comments concerning the alternatives and scope of issues to address in the EA will 
be accepted until January 30, 2015.

Comments on the DC Zoning Update

NCPC staff gave an information presentation on the District’s Zoning Regulations Review 
(ZRR) to the Commission on December 4. On December 11, the Zoning Commission voted 
to take proposed action on the case. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking will be published 
in the DC Register with a 60-day public comment period. Once it is published, the case will 
be referred to NCPC. Based on this timing, staff will likely present the case to the NCPC at its 
February or March meeting.

District of Columbia Zoning Regulation Review: Foreign Missions

On December 11, 2014, the Zoning Commission held a special public meeting to consider 
taking a proposed action on the revised draft text of the proposed zoning regulations. The 
Zoning Commission deferred action on proposed Foreign Missions Board of Zoning Adjustment 
rules for chanceries within the Zoning Regulations that included, among other amendments, a 
determination of an “area” as being a square for purposes of determining “any other area” as 
acceptable pursuant to § 4306 (b) of the Foreign Missions Act, and a second provision providing 
that within the low to medium density residential zones, if the FMBZA finds that less than fifty 
percent of a square’s land area is devoted to enumerated office and institutional uses, the 
FMBZA must determine the site unsuitable for chancery use and dismiss the application with 
prejudice without a hearing on the application’s merits. Siting opposition to these provisions 
by NCPC and the State Department, the Zoning Commission requested that NCPC and the 
DC Office of Planning work towards a planning solution to resolve the conflicts. NCPC and 
DCOP continue to discuss potential planning options for resolving differences concerning the 
proposed zoning provisions.
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Regional Plan Review: Arlington Courthouse Square Design Concept

NCPC staff provided a comment letter to the Arlington County Board on December 3, 
2014 concerning the “Envision Courthouse Square Plan” which incorporated staff 
comments from the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, National Park Service, Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority, and the Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall. The letter was the 
culmination of several meetings between Arlington County planners and federal 
stakeholders. NCPC encouraged Arlington to consider heights below the proposed 
maximum of 210 feet and to focus on other elements of urban design that create 
successful civic spaces. Further, NCPC requested continued engagement with Arlington 
staff to revisit their signage regulations and how they would apply to any new tall 
buildings in Courthouse Square that face the National Mall. The Arlington Board supported 
NCPC and the Arlington planning staff’s position concerning these issues. Arlington County 
staff will continue to work with NCPC staff on the new Urban Design Element to address 
considerations of character for the monumental core and its setting.

PUBLIC OUTREACH AND PLANNING ASSISTANCE

SW Ecodistrict in San Francisco

On January 23 Senior Urban Planner Diane Sullivan will present the SW Ecodistrict Initiative 
at the Net Positive Energy and Water conference in San Francisco.

NCPC Hosts Chinese Delegation

On December 12 NCPC hosted a 19-person delegation from Zhejiang Province. Public Affairs 
Specialist Stephen Staudigl presented to the group, and then he and Urban Planner Carlton 
Hart answered questions from the delegation.

Former Chairman Retires

Former NCPC Chairman John V. Cogbill, III retired from McGuire Woods LLP on December 31, 
2014 after more than 34 years at the company. He was Chairman of the agency from 2001-
2009. The staff and the Commission at NCPC wish him all the best in his retirement.
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