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During the past month, the Executive Director took the following actions under the Commission’s 
delegated authority:

1. Approved preliminary and final site and building plans for rehabilitation of the McMillan Park 
Reservoir east shaft pumping station. (7696)

2. Approved comments to the Council of the District of Columbia regarding the closing of a public 
alley in Square 2960, 7828 Georgia Avenue, NW. (7730)

3. Approved comments to the Council of the District of Columbia regarding the closing of public 
streets and a street dedication in Squares 3953, 3954, 4024, and 4025, 14th Street, NE 
between Montana Avenue, NE and Bladensburg Road, NE. (7733)

4. Approved comments to the Council of the District of Columbia regarding the closing of public 
streets and a street dedication in Square 620, between M Street, First Place, L Street, and 
First Street, NW (Lots 248-250 and 893-895). (7734)

PLANNING UPDATES

Pennsylvania Avenue Initiative

The Pennsylvania Avenue Initiative Executive Committee is working with Sasaki and HR&A Advisors 
to prepare a market study that will evaluate current and projected real estate market conditions 
and the land use mix along the corridor. They will also consider how Pennsylvania Avenue is 
impacted by downtown, city, and regional development. The market study lays the groundwork 
for developing economic and urban design strategies to guide physical, programmatic, and 
operational changes to the avenue. Results of this effort will help inform and scope a future update 
to the Pennsylvania Avenue Plan, published in 1974.

FBI Headquarters Consolidation and Exchange

On November 6 the General Services Administration (GSA) released the draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for the FBI Headquarters consolidation. This analysis includes three potential 
consolidation sites (two in Prince George’s County, Maryland and one in Fairfax, Virginia, as well 
as the exchange site on Pennsylvania Avenue, NW). A hard copy is available for public review in 
NCPC’s lobby; an electronic copy and more information is available on GSA’s website: www.gsa.
gov/fbihqconsolidation. Comments are due to GSA by January 6, 2016. 

21st Century Memorial Design Competition

NCPC and National Park Service (NPS) staff, in coordination with the Van Alen Institute, are 
developing overall competition goals and objectives, a schedule, design content, and guiding 
principles for participants and jury evaluation. The competition will explore what a 21st century 
memorial in Washington, DC might look like.
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Small Parks Study

As part of their study of approximately 300 NPS sites in Washington, DC, NCPC staff is working with 
the NPS and contractor AECOM to identify new sites for proposed memorials. Once completed, 
this data will be used to help update the Memorials and Museums Master Plan.

Comprehensive Plan

The 60-day public comment period for review of the updated Comprehensive Plan for the National 
Capital: Federal Elements ends on December 7, 2015. Staff plans to bring the full plan (except the 
Parks & Open Space Element) to the Commission for final adoption in February 2016. The Parks & 
Open Space Element will be updated in 2016 after the completion of the Small Parks Study.

SW Ecodistrict at Target Cities

On November 3-4 Senior Urban Planner Diane Sullivan and Community Planner Meghan Spigle 
joined SW Business Improvement District Director Steve Moore in Cambridge, Massachusetts at 
a workshop on ecodistricts. They convened with District of Columbia staff and other ecodistrict 
colleagues from around the country to discuss implementation and governance models. This was 
the final workshop in the two-year Target Cities Program.

Banneker Connection

At a November 12 Section 106 meeting the Benjamin Banneker Park consulting parties reviewed 
revised alternatives for the pedestrian access improvements that will be analyzed as part of 
the Environmental Assessment (EA). It is anticipated that the EA and Section 106 work will be 
completed in time for the Commission to review the project in summer 2016. 

Zoning Regulations Rewrite

The Zoning Commission voted unanimously at their November 16 meeting to take preliminary and 
final action on the Zoning Regulations Rewrite. The final vote is scheduled for January 14, 2016. The 
regulations will go into effect six months after the final vote. The Zoning Commission supported the 
District Office of Planning’s recommendation to accept all of NCPC’s recommendations.

Strategic Sustainability Performance Plan

On November 23 NCPC and other federal agencies publicly released their Strategic Sustainability 
Performance Plans. Submitted to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and the Council 
on Environmental Quality (CEQ), NCPC’s plan was approved by the Director of OMB. Many of 
the agency’s priorities and efforts for the upcoming year will continue to support the federal 
government’s sustainability leadership in the National Capital Region, as part of Executive Order 
13693: Planning for Federal Sustainability in the Next Decade. NCPC’s sustainability goals 
guide the development of the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital: Federal Elements, 
implementation of the SW Ecodistrict Initiative recommendations, and other long-range planning 
work including implementation of Executive Order 13653: Preparing the United States for the 
Impacts of Climate Change.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
Open for public comment

through December 7, 2015



December 3,  2015

P A G E  3

Kennedy Center Expansion

On December 10 from 9:30-11:30 am NCPC and NPS, in cooperation with the Kennedy Center, 
will hold a second consultation meeting on the center’s expansion project. The meeting will take 
place at NCPC’s offices. The project will provide a safe pedestrian and bicycle connection between 
the Kennedy Center and the Rock Creek Multi-Use Trail and create a public waterfront link to 
the Potomac River waterfront. The meeting will present proposed alternatives, identify affected 
resources, and hold a preliminary discussion on the project’s potential effects. The NPS and NCPC 
are coordinating Section 106 consultation with the National Environmental Policy Act and are 
preparing an Environmental Assessment to identify alternatives and assess the potential impacts 
of the expansion.

PUBLIC OUTREACH AND PLANNING ASSISTANCE

National Historic Trust for Preservation Conference 

Two NCPC staff members participated in the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Past 
Forward Conference held in Washington, DC. On November 6 Senior Urban Planner Diane Sullivan 
presented the SW Ecodistrict Initiative with staff from the General Services Administration and 
the District Office of Planning as part of the Eco Districts as a Tool for Regeneration learning lab. 
That same day Urban Planner Nick Bonard participated on the Weathering the Storm—Innovative 
Flood Management on the National Mall panel with representatives from NPS, the Smithsonian 
Institution, and the General Services Administration. He discussed the history and design of the 
recently completed 17th Street Levee Closure.

NCPC Hosts Philippines National Historical Organization Director

On November 23 the Executive Director, Policy and Research Division Director Michael Sherman, 
Senior Urban Planner Jason Beske, and Urban Planner Dereth Bush met with Dr. Maria Serena 
Diokno, Chair of the National Historical Commission of the Philippines. They discussed viewsheds 
to historic landmarks. The National Historical Commission is responsible for the conservation and 
preservation of the Philippines’ historical legacies.

NCPC Presents to Chinese Delegations

On Friday, November 13 Policy and Research Division Director Michael Sherman presented to a 23 
member delegation from the Organization Department of the Hunan Provincial Party Committee. Triway 
International organized the visit. A few days earlier on November 9 Architect Ken Walton presented to 
a 35 member delegation from the Beijing Commission of Urban Planning. The University of Maryland, 
Office of China Affairs sponsored and hosted the presentation.


