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IN REPLY REFER TO: 
NCPC File No. 7850 

December 23, 2016 

SCMAGLEV Project 
c/o Mr. Bradley M. Smith 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
720 I Corporate Center Drive 
Hanover, Maryland, 21076 

Re: Baltimore-Washington Superconducting Maglev (SCMAGLEV) Project Scoping Comments 

Dear Mr. Smith: 

Thank you for inviting the National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) to participate as a 
cooperating agency for the Baltimore-Washington Superconducting Maglev (SCMAGLEV) Project 
(Project). I am writing to provide comments on the Federal Railroad Administration's notice of intent 
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement for this Project.jointly with the Maryland Department 
of Transportation. The Project consists of the construction and operation of a high-speed magnetic 
levitation train system between Washington, DC and Baltimore, MD with an intermediate stop at 
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall (BWI) Airport. 

The comments provided below are based on the NCPC's role as the central planning agency for the 
federal government in the National Capital Region (NCR). In general, NCPC authority includes 
approval of site development and building plans on federal lands (40 U.S.C. Section 8722(6)(1) and 
(d)), and approvals of certain sales or transfers of jurisdiction within the District of Columbia (DC). 
Thus, any section crossing federal lands requires NCPC review. 

NCPC reviews certain zoning decisions and developments in DC, including those within the 
Washington Union Station North (USN) zone. NCPC is a cooperating agency on infrastructure 
projects, including the DC Streetcar and the Washington Union Station Expansion. NCPC reviews 
proposed changes to existing park plans within the study area; the Capper-Cramton Act (46 Stal. 482) 
specifically addresses stream valley parks. The Federal Highway Administration Section 4(1) de 
minimis provisions do not supersede other federal laws over parkland such as the Capper-Cramton 
Act. Additionally, NCPC retains advisory review over projects that impact federal property within 
Prince George's County. 

In general, staff supports the Project purpose. which appears to be consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan for the National Capital: Federal Elements (Comprehensive Plan). Prepared by NCPC, the 
Comprehensive Plan provides a policy framework for the federal government in managing its 
operations and activity in the National Capital Region. Environmental documentation for the Project 
should adequately and appropriately identity and address the Comprehensive Plan; particularly the 
topics enumerated below. 

http:www.ncpc.gov
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I ransporlalion 
Federal government opi.!rations rely on a robust trnnsport:llion network tmd solutions to ensure ri.!gion
wide mobility. l'he Proji.!d stud)· area encompasses man) important lcderal i.!lllplo) menl l:.1<.:ilities. \Ve 
parti<.:ularly encourage ) ou to coon.linak \\ ilh the /\rchiti.!ct or the Capitol and ( icncral Si.!n·iccs 
Administration. the latter or,, lwm administers man) or the lclkrnl l'acilitics "ithin th1.: stud) area. 

NCPC has developi.!d severnl rail trnnsportation initiutives that could inform the Project and which m.iy 
he referenced through our Wi.!bsiti.! at: �� '" .ncpc.!!o�. Our Fn:ig/1t Railroad Realig11111(:11t Femihilit1e1 

St11,�v i.!Xplored severnl allernatives to dfo:iently and s1.:curcly trnnsporl rail and cargo to and through 
the NCR. Additionully. our Southwest Ecodi.1•trict Pla11 envisions a second regional intermodal hub 
approximatdy one mile south of Union Station al 1:Enfo111 PI.11..1 Station. 

We also l.!ncouragl.! close coordination ,vith other trnnsit initiativi.!s linked to rnil corridors ttlong the 
East Coast NCPCs comments on these initiatives can be referenced through our website. 

• The NE(· fl 'Tl 1RE l'rcdect is determining a long-h:rm vision and inveslmi.!nt program for the 
Northeast Corridor. specilically evaluating steel-wheel technologh:s. 

• The Jl'(/,\·l,i11g1011 ( 'nio11 Swrion EY/)(t11sio11 Proiect is a nrnjor effort to expand .mu moderniLe 
DC s prinHII"} train station. 

• ·1 he Long /3ri,��e S11u(1· is an important District Department orTransportation (DDOT) project 
exploring ho\\ to n:place and potentially expand the Potonrnc River mil crossing. 

• The 1)( 'JR r. J Project is studying ho\\ to provide a competitive transportation choice between 
the Long Bridge am.I Richmond. VJ\ by increasing intercity pa:-senger rail capncit) and 
improving tra\oel times. as part or the So111heast 1/igh ,\i>eetf Rail Corridor program extending 
to Atlanta. GA. 

• Washington Metropolitan Transit Authority ( WMJ\-1 J\). which operates the nation·s second 
h,rgest hcav) rail system recently de\'elopi.!d Momem11111. a long term \ ision for the n.nure of 
regional bus and rail transit in the NCR. Passenger \-olume at l 1nion Station. WM/\ I/\ ·s busiest 
sl.ltion. is i.!Xpccti.!d to signi lic,mtly grO\"v. 

• DDOT's /)( · ,\'treelcar Project \\·ill provitk a 111.!\\· surfacl.! rail transit connection to Union 
Station, 

l'he Pn�ject is in a rapidl) gnming area or the region and cro-;scs man) important roade,,ays. l 1nion 
Station. the central hub fi.)r rail lrnnsportation in Washington DC. supports substantial \-ehicular. rnil. 
bicycle and pedestrian lralfo.:. rite proposed pr(�jecl ma) have an impact on these systcms. both during 
construction. as \\cll as .1lh:r complction. J\s '>Uch. NCPC reque.-.h that the en\ ironrncntal document 
an:dyzc short :md long tcnn impacts to pctkstrian. bicycle and \•ehicular circulmion. including access 
and salct,-. 
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1 lislori<.: and� 'ultural Re:-.our<.:cs 
NCPC staff is inlcrc:-.tcd in the impa1.:t of the proposed projc<.:t on l nion Station and the Plan ror the 
Cit:-· or Washington (indu<ling both the l.'Lnfont Plan and tvldvlill.111 Plan). 

The Projc<.:t proposes Washington l lnion Station as a terminal :-.tat ion. Completed in 1908. l 1nion 
Station was designed b) Daniel Burnham. one or A1111.:ri<.:a·s most noted an.:hitc<.:ts. l'hc -;talion is 
described in the t ·.S. Senate: Commission·s McMillan Plan a-. "tht.: grnnJ gate ,,ay to the capital:" the ·
st:, k or\\ahi<.:11 "should be cquall) us dignified as that ortl1e public building:-. thernsehes." It wa-. placed 
011 the National Register or I listori<.: Plm.:es in 1969. In 1979. thc National Register designation \\aas 
cxrmnc.11:d to include the ( 'olumhus l·oumain und Pla1a located in front or the '>ltllion. 

·1 he l nion Station area. located at tht gtogrnphi<.: wrc oJ' the 179'2 I ·1.nfont Plan. is a very sensitive 
historic selling. ·1 he I "l;nfant Plan. ,,hkh ,,as Commissioned by (ieorge Washington. pro,idcd the .

."
capital city ·s arrangement or streets and public spaces. Building on the la l:nfont Plan. the 1901 
IVldvlillan Plan located \\'.hhington·s Union Stalion at a site just north or the l 'S Capitol Building. 
supporting �enate olli<.:e buildings. the !\lmional tvlall, and DC"s hhtori<.: po-.t onicc building ,,hid, 
no\\" hosts the Smithsonian Postal J\:luseL1111. 

I he physical and visual connc<.:tion bl.!l\\•een l Inion Station and the l '.S. Capitol is ;1 kc) a�pecl of the 
Plan for the: City of Washington and arc part of the dclining drnraclcr of this area of the <.:ii). I he l 'nion 
Station site is al the <.:onlluen<.:e or historic streets. induding Ma�sadrnsetls. Louisiana and Del.mare 
/\\cnucs. NI .. /\ primar) vista to the l '.S. C;tpilol. Nonh Capitol Street. extend:-. a blo<.:k ,,est or the 
slation site. 

nfonl corridor�. i11<.:luding I lorida /\ venue and East 
and South Capitol "-,tn.:cls. Other resources in the stud) area indudc histori<.: dis1rie1s. rnlturnl 
h111<.ls<.:apcs. and <.:ommemorali\ e \\ orks. 

I he Projc<.:t stud) area encompasse:-. additional I.· t .

Rc<.:ogni1ing that the proposed project has the potential to affr<.:t histori<.: properties .ind the cl1.1ract<:r 
of this area. staff speciticall) requests that follo\ ,-ing rcsoun.:e topics be anal)1cd in the FIS: 

• lmpa<.:ts to <.:omributing ,,ie\\'shcds in the ._ icinit) or l 1nio11 Station. such as Louisiana. 
lkl:mare. and l·lorida /\,cnues. 

• Impacts to histori<.: properties in the \ icinity of l 'nion Station. including but not limited to. the 
l.'S Capitol and ( ·apilol (irounds. l Inion Station. the: Russell Senate Onice Building. and 
l·ederal I lome I .oan Bank noard Builc.ling. 



Mr. Bradley M. Smilh 
Page 4 

Parks and Qpen Space 
rhe Project sludy area encompasses several large park and open spaces. including the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service·s P.nuxe111 Wildlife Refuge and the National Park Service·s Brentwood Maintenance 
Facilit)·. Anacostia Park. Fort Lincoln and Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens. Stre.un Valleys subject to 
Capper-Cramton Act authorities include the Northeast Branch. Northwest Branch. and Paint Branch. 
Coordinate with the respective land ste\"ard agencies to examine federal interests. including the 
preservation and enhancement of the NCR ·s natural and historic areas. The El S should evaluate 
polential impacts from station and infrastructure design on both the historic. natural and cultural 
resources. and the visitor's experience to them. We particularly encourage )OU lo coordinate with the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service and lhi: National Park Service. 

Fny irn.!l!lleill 
I hi: study area crosses several m:�jor watersheds: Anm:ostia River. J>atuxent River. and Western 
Branch. The Compn.:hensive Plan·s environmental demi:nt prm· di:velopment guiddines.ides 
im:luding water-quality. trei: ri:placi:mcnt. and wildlilc presi:rvation policies that should be usi:d to hdp 
guide the project's future planning and design. Every cffi.wl should be madi: lo avoid construction in 
the floodplain ( I 00 and 500-year): to remove trees in excess of the number or new trees planted as 
mitigation: and to avoid sensitive ecologkal and wildlife areas along the corridor. We request that 
o.;e\·eral ene, irornnental topic-; be analy/ed in the U�. I hi:sc include: 

• ( 'hanges in air. lighl :111d noisc pollution 
• Change:-. in \'egelation and tree canop) 
• Stornmater runoff :111d managcmcnl. including both fcderal :111d local rcquircmenLo.; 
• lmpcrviou� surfoccs 
• b1crg) u,c 
• �hort term impach from con::-.lruction 

We look forward to '"orking on this Project \\-ith fcdcral and state partners to improvc access to the 
National Capitul Region. Ir you huve any questions regarding our comments. plans1policies. or our 
projcct submission requiremenls. please refer to our Agency '"cbsite. Also. please use Mr. Kaci 
Anderson as the point of contact for the pr<.�ject at 202-.i82-7273 or kael.anderson a ncpc.gov. 

Miclrnel Sherman 
Director. Policy and Research Division 

cc: Peter May. National Park Service 
Mina Wright. Genernl Services Administration 
Stephen Aycrs. Architect of the Capitol 
Bever!)• Swnin-Stnle). l 1nion Station Redevelopment Corporation 

http:ncpc.gov



