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• “The Commission may enhance the General Pershing 
Commemorative Work by constructing on [Pershing Park] 
as a World War I Memorial appropriate sculptural and 
other commemorative elements, including landscaping, to 
further honor” American veterans of World War I.  Pub. L. 113-
291, sec. 3901(b)(3)(A) 
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Pershing Park:  Drawbacks 

• Unfocused 
• Uninviting 
• Uninspiring 
• Unemotional 
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• “The Commission may enhance the General Pershing 
Commemorative Work by constructing on [Pershing Park] 
as a World War I Memorial appropriate sculptural and 
other commemorative elements, including landscaping, to 
further honor” American veterans of World War I.  Pub. L. 113-
291, sec. 3901(b)(3)(A) 
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• “The World War I Memorial . . . may not interfere with or 
encroach on the District of Columbia War Memorial.”  Pub. L. 
113-291, sec. 3901(b)(5) 
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Pershing Park:  Design Challenges 
Create a memorial that: 

1. Commemorates the service of 4.7 million Americans, and the sacrifice of 
116,516 who died 
• Conveys the heroism and magnitude of that sacrifice 
• Stands with the memorials located on the Mall 

2. Honors a generation of servicemen and women who are no longer with us 
• Implications for audience, memorial theme, and design style 

3. Combines the functions of a memorial and an urban park 
• Is a war memorial in a working urban park, not a park that happens to 

contain a memorial 
• Remains a well-functioning, attractive urban park 
• Meaningfully integrates park and memorial elements 
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Pershing Park:  Design Challenges 
Create a memorial that: 

4. Is an independent, yet appropriate attraction 
• Is distinctive enough to attract visitors – yet is dignified and respectful 
• Is open and visible to passersby – yet has a sense of quiet and enclosure 

5. Takes into account the existing cultural resources at the site 
• Integrates the existing Pershing memorial elements 
• Defers appropriately to the Friedberg design 

6. Respects and contributes to the urban context of the Pennsylvania Avenue  
 National Historic Site and the adjacent sites 
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Pershing Park Design Competition 
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