
[image: ]


December 7, 2015


401 9th St NW #500, 
Washington, DC 20004


To the National Capital Planning Commission:

The Friends of Kingman Park members greatly appreciate the opportunity to comment upon the proposed Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital. As community stakeholders in the Hill East region of the District, we would like to direct our comments specifically to the aspects of the plan that pertain specifically to the RKF Site (Section B.5 and Action Items UD.B.5.6-B.5.8.a(3) of the Draft Urban Design Elements and the Preeminent Viewsheds: Future Work and Action Items section of the Technical Addendum). This study is particularly timely and necessary given the recent redevelopment discussions for the RFK Site.  We know many individuals are advocating for the return of football team to the District, specifically to the RFK Site. However, residents of Kingman Park stand firmly against this plan. We hope the National Capital Planning Committee honors its statements to place value on community input and continue to seek community involvement as part of the development process that results from the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital.

First, discussions of redevelopment need to address the health and safety, of visitors and residents alike. Environmental impacts are of particular concern for the community. Situated just down-river from the former open-burning Kenilworth Landfill and the Pepco Power Station at Benning Road, Kingman Park is still dealing with the legacy of decades-long industrial pollution. In the early 2000’s, random soil testing around the RFK Fairgrounds revealed high levels industrial toxins at varying depths around the site. Development plans need to address the health impact of exposing this toxic soil to the surrounding communities. Additionally, heavy weight should be given the study of increased traffic from cars and trollies in our community. Any impact study should include the study of additional pollution from increased traffic to the area.  We advocate for transparent impact studies to be conducted, and your results made public, before any further development of this site moves forward.

As a community, we value the National Capital Planning Committee’s commitment to the L’Enfant and McMillian plans of incorporating park land and green spaces in the District. We advocate for scenic vistas and open-green spaces. Our community would like to have national monuments and memorials created, as they are both inspirational and timeless. We advocate for the extension of the monumental corridor into northeast in order to continue the proud tradition of honoring our Nation’s great leaders. Though we support the expansion of green space, we do not advocate for, large-scale commercial development of this site because it will inevitably disrupt the historical residential character of our neighborhood. We want development that will strengthen the well-being of our neighborhood and its residents for many generations.

We look forward to reviewing the yet to be publicly released Parks and Open Space Draft of the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital and hope that the RFK Stadium area will be included in the discussion. To this extent, we respectfully request a date range in which we can expect the separate RFK area study to commence (as mentioned Action Items UD.B.5.6-B.5.8.a(3) of the Draft Urban Design Elements). 

Sincerely,
The Friends of Kingman Park Board
P.O. Box 15836      
Washington, DC 20003-9997
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Corianne Setzer, Vice President
Rainer Kulenkampff, Secretary
Roslyn Esperson, Treasurer                                                                   
Bob Coomber, At-Large Member  
LaTrice Herndon, At-Large Member                                                  
Gwen Hunnicutt, At-Large Member                                                  
Diana Hibbs, Former President

               
Cc:         Councilmember Yvette Alexander; Councilmember Kenyan McDuffie; Councilmember Charles Allen; Council Chairperson Phil Mendelson; Councilmember Mary Cheh
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