GSA National Capital Region
Comments on Final NCPC Comprehensive Plan Federal Elements
December 7, 2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]Urban Design Element:
UD.B.3.1  page, 27.  Maintain or restore the integrity of the original L'Enfant Plan elements, including original rights-of-way, squares, streets, vistas, symbolic connections, and termini.	
Comment: GSA shares the belief that restoration of historic L'Enfant Plan streets is desirable, however, restoration goals must be balanced with practical realities of contemporary urban design, supporting the local transportation network, and real estate best practice. 
Historic Preservation Element:
Page 6, SECTION B: Policies Related to the Identification of Historic Properties	
Comment:  GSA appreciates the recognition of the importance of evaluating and allowing for the preservation of Modern-era resources.  Internal and external development pressures and the push to reopen the L'Enfant street grid are sometimes at odds with preservation of these resources, however, specifically those related to urban renewal or the highway system.  GSA looks forward to working with NCPC and other stakeholders in resolving how to address these competing pressures.
Federal Workplace Element 
Page 5, Major Drivers Shaping Workplace Policy:  “The potential impacts of federal consolidation and mobile workplaces on development patterns and the regional economy are not fully understood and should be carefully examined using scenario-based planning analysis or other methods.”

Comment: GSA supports the need for a study to explore "The potential impacts of federal consolidation and mobile workplaces on development patterns and the regional economy" and urges a thorough study of same.

Page 7 Total Workplace:	The 1800 F numbers (and photo) in the case study are incorrect.  
Comment:  The case study mixes RSF and USF.  GSA uses USF when calculating utilization rates, recommends using USF throughout.  Also note, only Phase 1 of the project has been completed.  The correct USF and occupancy numbers are:
· Pre-Renovation: 459,410 USF -  2200 Occupants  - 208 usf/pp
· After Phase 1: 518,544 USF – 3000 Occupants – 172 usf/pp
· After Phase 2: 578,927 USF – 4500 Occupants – 129 usf/pp
· Each section of the in-fill added about 60,000 USF
· 2300 Seats Total


Page 16, SECTION C: Policies Related to Reuse of Federal Space and Land, Swap-Construct Exchanges 
Comment:  Recommend replacing “Swap-Construct Exchanges” to the GSA terminology “Acquisition and Exchange”.
Federal Environmental Element: 
Page 2, Legislative and Regulatory Framework, New Guidance from Executive Orders
[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Comment:  Recommend adding Executive Order 13508 - Chesapeake Bay Protection and Restoration, 2009
Page 4, Climate Change in Region Greenhouse Gases are categorized into three broad scopes: Scope 1 Emissions: Direct emissions derived from sources that are owned or controlled by the reporting entity; for example federal buildings. 	
Comment:  Recommend refining language for Scope 1 to include fuel used in buildings for boilers or for central heating plants (e.g., HOTD) and vehicles owned and operated by agencies. 
Page 10, Section 438 of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007
Comment:  Recommend referencing Executive Order 13508, Chesapeake Bay Protection and Restoration, note that the US EPA, the District of Columbia, the State of MD and the State of VA have issued stormwater reduction targets for each federal facility that must be met by 2025. The targets set are quantitative reductions in Potassium, Nitrogen, and sediment.
Page 14, SECTION F: Policies Related To Soils
Comment:   Recommend highlighting the inter-relationship between sediments/soils and stormwater management.
Page 22, Energy Conservation
Comment: 	Recommend noting that Executive Order 13693, Planning for Federal Sustainability in the Next Decade, requires that new federal facilities should be designed for net zero energy beginning with designs started in 2020 and should achieve net zero energy by 2025. GSA will also set targets for net zero energy to be achieved in existing federal buildings. Federal facilities should strive for net zero waste and net zero water, where feasible.
Action Matrix 
#16 Project submission and review guidelines and TMP submission guidelines.
Comment: GSA welcomes the introduction of online/electronic submission and we look forward to being an Action Partner to improve the project submission process.
