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Block-scalE While many recommendations at the block scale are 
implemented in the public realm, adjacent landowners and government 
agencies with jurisdiction over the public realm can work together to achieve 
even greater results. 

 › Stormwater Management: Capture and treat stormwater across 
property lines using integrated green infrastructure elements in parks, 
plazas, building yards, and along streets. Elements include low impact 
development features like rain gardens, cisterns, and grassed swales. 

 › Pervious Area: Maximize ground infiltration by increasing open space 
and using permeable pavement and structural pavement systems that 
allow for water and oxygen absorption to improve vegetative root 
growth. 

 › Native Vegetation: Integrate native vegetation into parks, plazas, 
streetscapes and bio-retention features such as rain gardens to improve 
water quality and visual aesthetics, lower energy/water consumption, 
and promote mid-Atlantic ecology.

 › Parks and Plazas: Design parks and plazas for people to socialize and 
reconnect with nature, treat stormwater, control flooding, and provide 
habitat opportunities.

 › Urban Soils: Establish healthier urban soils by using compost and mulch 
from the Ecodistrict, structural soils that resist compaction, and more 
permeable pavers that allow for vegetative root growth.

 › Urban Heat Island Effect: Use shade from trees and structures, as well as 
surface materials with a high solar reflectance index (SRI), to reduce the 
heat island effect. 

district scalE In order to meet green infrastructure targets, some 
recommendations must be implemented at a district scale.

 › Green Corridor: Transform 10th Street into a “green spine” of vegetation 
to connect the National Mall and the SW Waterfront. Use street trees, 
water features and other green infrastructure elements such as rain 
gardens to connect parks and plazas.

 › Tree Canopy: Use tree-friendly construction details that increase soil 
permeability and root growth, in streetscapes. Concentrate new tree 
canopy into parks and plazas, redeveloped parcels, and along streets.

 › Awareness Campaign: Integrate exhibits and way finding elements into 
the green infrastructure system to connect people to nature. Provide 
interpretive/educational information about regional ecology, history, and 
culture.

 › Indicator Species: Identify a bird or insect to serve as the “indicator 
species” to monitor the ecological health of the SW Ecodistrict.
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Green streets will be used to manage stormwater and improve urban ecology


