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Land use development and active building 
frontage
To establish the SW Ecodistrict as an attractive place to live, work, 
and visit, the plan seeks to balance the existing office use with 
residential, cultural, and commercial uses that will improve the mix 
of activities and create an economically viable, vibrant, and walkable 
neighborhood and cultural destination. 

OBJECTIVES
›› Promote compact mixed-use transit-oriented development and 

active streets.  

›› Maximize efficient use of valuable urban land and federal facilities, 
and retain agency headquarters and federal office space near 
transit and the executive and legislative branches of government.

›› Program and design streets and buildings in a way that integrates 
the civic qualities of the National Mall with the vitality of the city. 

DESIGN STRATEGIES: 
›› Employ a range of strategies to rehabilitate, repurpose, redevelop, 

and infill with new development.

›› Locate and design new buildings along the avenues and primary 
streets in a manner that respects the monumental core’s civic 
qualities.

›› Increase the diversity of uses by mixing complementary uses 
vertically within a building or horizontally within a block.

›› Cluster museums, memorials, and civic institutions to establish 
new nationally significant cultural destinations.

›› Cluster residential development to establish an identifiable 
neighborhood and community identity.

›› Design public spaces and building frontages to be publicly 
accessible, visually engaging, and able to accommodate 
restaurants, retail, cultural uses, public services, and other 
activities and amenities to activate the street. 

›› Eliminate employee only cafeterias and services from building 
interiors. 

›› Integrate sustainable practices as building and landscapes 
features that provide interpretive opportunities.

›› Encourage complimentary programs between museums and civic 
institutions to strengthen the educational programs and activities. 

The SW Ecodistrict will retain agency headquarters, mixed-use development and active building frontages


