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Historic Preservation 

Two eras of city planning are juxtaposed in the Study Area. The 
historic L’Enfant Plan and McMillan Plans for the City of Washington 
(commonly referred to together as the L’Enfant Plan) are the still-
discernible framework and urban context in Southwest. However, 
the mid-20th century Urban Renewal Plan altered the framework 
dramatically. Both plans represent important periods in American 
planning, urban design, and architecture. 

The 1997 National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nomination for 
the L’Enfant Plan lists the plan’s contributing and non-contributing 
elements or components. Generally, the L’Enfant extant street 
and open space system, and the views and vistas it defines are 
designated contributing elements. The non-contributing elements are 
components added since 1942 to construct the freeway and Modern-
era superblocks.   

After 50 years, these mid-century Modern buildings and landscapes 
are being evaluated for eligibility for listing in the NRHP. The 
Department of Housing and Urban Development Headquarters 
(1963-1968) designed by Marcel Breuer was listed in the NRHP in 
2008. While appreciation for Modern buildings is growing, the mid-
century alterations of the historic street grid complicate the task of 
reconnecting severed rights-of-way and undoing grade separations. It 
is difficult to integrate the large scale Modern building typology with a 
fine-grain historic urban context. It is also challenging to upgrade aging 
mechanical systems and other inefficient features of these buildings. 

Federal agencies are required to comply with the National Historic 
Preservation Act in the development of proposals to sell, alter, 
repurpose, or redevelop resources determined eligible for or listed in 
the NRHP. 
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(right) - The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
headquarters designed by Marcel Breuer (1963-1968) was listed in 
the National Register of Historic Properties in 2008.


