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Project Information

Project summary:
The National Park Service has requested approval of a transfer of jurisdiction of a triangular portion of land (.44 acre)
bordered by Constitution Avenue, NW, Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, and the National Gallery of Art, West Building. The
property is within the Gallery’s buildings and grounds as defined by 40 U.S.C. Section 6301(2). When this law was
enacted, Constitution Avenue ran directly into Pennsylvania Avenue at 4th Street. Between 1983 and 1985 the
Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation reconfigured Constitution Avenue so that the triangular-shaped property
was created within the south curb of Constitution Avenue. The triangular portion of land is located within the Pennsylvania
Avenue National Historic Site which is administered by NPS. Since 1985, the Gallery has maintained the land as an
unimproved open space and landscaped it in a manner consistent with the standards for the Pennsylvania Avenue
National Historic Site. The transfer of jurisdiction will formerly assign administrative jurisdiction to the Gallery in order to
avoid confusion and enhance operations and maintenance of the land. The Statement of Jurisdiction sets covenants
regarding the Gallery’s administration of the land, including the requirement that it continue to maintain the property as
an unimproved open space and landscape it in a manner consistent with the standards for the Pennsylvania Avenue
National Historic Site.

Commission meeting date: October 4, 2012

NCPC review authority: Approval - Transfer of jurisdiction under 8124 (a)

Applicant request: Approve transfer of jurisdiction

Delegated / consent / open / executive session: Consent

NCPC Review Officer: J. Hirsch

NCPC File number: 7413
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Project Location

National Gallery of Art  
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Project Location
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Existing Conditions

View towards southeast
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Site Plan


