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Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996 and 40 

U.S.C. § 8722(b) (1) and (d), I approve the preliminary and final site development plans for the 

asphalt resurfacing of Madison Place, Jackson Place, and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW in 

Washington, DC as shown on NCPC Map File No. 1.32(41.22)42756 for a period not to exceed 

three years, on condition that a test strip example of the finish surface is provided for my 

approval prior to its application on Madison and Jackson Places and Pennsylvania Avenue. 

*                    *                    * 

The National Park Service has requested preliminary and final approval of site development 
plans for the temporary resurfacing of Madison Place, Jackson Place and Pennsylvania Avenue 
NW in front of the White House. The proposed project includes the resurfacing of approximately 
114,000 square feet of roadway by milling the existing synthetic surface and repaving it with 
conventional asphalt paving.  The existing paved surfaces have failed, posing both aesthetic and 
public safety problems. The roadways were paved with a synthetic asphalt surface in 2004 as a 
part of the redesign of Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House. The primary aggregate 
material to be incorporated into the new pavement will be brown river gravel with tan to brown 
fines to match the existing roadway appearance as closely as possible. The aggregate is to be 
exposed by power washing the surface with high pressure water to create a more rustic 
appearance. Care must be taken to protect adjacent granite and brick surfaces and to provide a 
uniform appearance at the paving’s edges. An off-site test strip example of the finish surface will 
need to be approved by the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts and National Capital Planning 
Commission staffs prior to application. The Commissions’ staffs will also observe the paving 
installation. 
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The Federal Highway Administration has determined that the proposed resurfacing adheres to 
the conditions of their Categorical Exclusion 23 CFR 771.117 (d)(1) under the National 
Environmental Policy Act, for modernization of a highway by resurfacing, restoration, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction. NCPC staff has determined that the proposed project adheres to 
the NCPC Categorical Exclusion requirements under § 8(C) 21 of the agency’s Environmental 
and Historic Preservation Policies and Procedures. 
 
The District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Officer has determined that the proposed 
resurfacing project will not have an adverse effect on historic properties provided that all aspects 
of the project are reviewed and approved by the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts and the National 
Capital Planning Commission prior to implementation. NCPC staff concurs with this 
determination.  
 
The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposal on April 15, 2009, and forwarded it to the 
Commission with the statement that the project has been coordinated with all participating 
agencies.  The participating agencies were NCPC; the National Park Service; the General 
Services Administration; the District Department of Transportation, the District of Columbia 
Office of Planning, and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 

                     
 
                              ______________________________ 
        Marcel C. Acosta 
        Executive Director 
 


