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Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996 and 40 

U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1) and (d), I approve the preliminary and final site and building plans for the 

construction of flood control gates at the National Archives Building in Washington, D.C., as 

shown on NCPC Map File No. 1.25(03.40)42731. 

*                    *                    * 

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has requested preliminary and final 
approval of site and building plans for the installation of flood control gates at the National 
Archives Building, located at 700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, in Washington D.C.  The 
proposed project includes the installation of automatic flood control gates in the moat 
surrounding the National Archives Building at the 7th and 9th Street entrances.  The purpose of 
the flood control gates is to prevent or minimize the amount of damage that might result from a 
local flooding event in the Federal Triangle area similar to the event that occurred in June of 
2006.   
 
The design for the flood control gates involves relatively minor permanent work on the exterior 
of the building.  The gates will be installed at the bottom of the driveways on the building side of 
the moat walls and therefore hidden from view from the street level. This placement will also 
allow for the historic gates at the bottom of the driveways to open freely. The steel gates, which 
will be twenty-five feet wide and approximately five feet in height, will be installed in a vault 
below grade.  Rising flood waters will trigger the self-rising gates to come up without human 
intervention.  
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NCPC has approval authority and independent responsibility under the National Environmental 
Policy Act and the National Historic Preservation Act for Federal projects in the District of 
Columbia.  In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and in 
cooperation with NCPC, the National 
Archives and Records Administration 
prepared an Environmental Assessment for 
the project in February 2009 and issued a 
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
for the project.  NCPC staff has further 
reviewed the project relative to the EA and 
has also issued a FONSI. 
  
The District of Columbia State Historic 
Preservation Office has reviewed the project 
in accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act and has 
determined that the project would have “no 
adverse effect” upon the National Archives 
Building. NCPC staff concurs.  

The flood gates will be attached to the building side of the 
moat wall. They will be stored in a vault below grade. 

 
The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposal on March 11, 2009 and forwarded it to the 
Commission with the statement that the project has been coordinated with all participating 
agencies. The participating agencies were NCPC; the District of Columbia Office of Planning, 
the District Department of Transportation; the Department of Housing and Community 
Development; the National Park Service; the General Services Administration; and the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.  
 
 
 

                                ______________________________ 
        Marcel C. Acosta 
        Executive Director 
 


